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KINGHORN SHIPYARD

On the 21st of October 1859 Robert Stocks of Abden in the Royal Borough of Kinghorn, Fife, a
manufacturer in Linktown of Abbotshall, Kirkcaldy, Fife, thought it prudent to get his affairs in order and
wrote a Disposition and Settlement which named Patrick Don Swan, a merchant in Kirkcaldy, Major
General Archibald Fullerton Richmond of the West India Company’s service, Robert Symington Grieve,
a merchant in Edinburgh and Thomas Stocks Beveridge, a tenant in Grangehill as his trustees.
Following his death these trustees, with the consent of Robert’s only son John Thompson Stocks, sold
part of the lands of Abden that had belonged to Robert to John Key, an engineer from Kirkcaldy, for the
sum of £1265 Sterling This sale was registered by the said John Key in a Sasine dated the 13th of
December 1863 and on the 7th January 1864 a Warrant of Registration for the transaction was
presented by William Blair, writer in Cupar, and recorded in the Burgh Register of Sasines for
Kinghorn. The purpose behind Mr. Key’s purchase was his intention to build a shipyard on the site,
something that was hoped would be of a great advantage to the town not only on the employment front
but also boosting the trade of the local shop-keepers. He would also be able to provide the engines for
the ships built at the yard from his engineering works at Kirkcaldy.

The lands in question were bordered the north or north west by the North British Railway between
Edinburgh, Dundee and Perth (via Burntisland), on the east or north east, by the lands of Grange, at
that time the property of Robert Ferguson of Raith, on the west or south west by the Burgh of Kinghorn
and on the south or south east by the sea. It came not only with the houses, crofts, yards and other
pertinents within the area but also with such burdens as feu duties, ground rent and other payments
regarding the minister’s stipend and schoolmaster’s salary.

The transaction itself had been executed some time before the registrations referred to above and the
residents of Kinghorn were kept up-to-date with the progress of the new yard with articles written in the
“Fifeshire Advertiser”.

In the edition of Saturday August 22nd 1863 it is recorded that the erection of the necessary outhouses
was well advanced and that the keel of the first vessel to be built at the yard would be laid down within a
few weeks. It is also suggested that for “Gentlemen of capital” the building of houses for the workforce
could be a very good investment.

A week later the paper goes into much more detail:-

“A new branch of industry - namely the building of iron ships - is about to be introduced at Kinghorn on
a somewhat extensive scale. Through the enterprise of Mr. Key, engineer, Kirkcaldy, a large ship-
building yard, with workshops, is in the course of construction at Abden, immediately to the east of the
village. The yard is situated on partly natural and partly constructed slope, falling nearly eastward, and
in an oblique direction, the lie of the ground being inshore rather than seawards. About 200 feet of sea
frontage is obtained at the bottom of the incline; on the left hand is a steep wooded bank, about 80 feet
of which have been cut away in forming the building slip; and on the right is the rocky beach , a
considerable part of which has been covered by banking out. To obtain the requisite superficies a great
body of material has been laid down and the embankment is protected by a strong sea wall. A hollow
between two of the abrupt ledges of rock that lie across the beach at this point forms a convenient
basing for floating timber and on the high grounds on the other side there is a siding of the railway
which runs immediately alongside. The proximity of Petticur Harbour is also an important consideration
in estimating the advantages of the site. The building-yard is about 480 feet long by 280 feet broad and
will accommodate probably four vessels of 1000 tons each. Orders have already been received for
three 1st class vessels for the passenger trade - two from an Australian and one from a London firm -
and the keel of one of the Australian vessels is to be laid this week. It is a screw steamer of 800 tons to
be fitted with engines of 160hp and constructed to carry 60 first and 160 second class passengers. At
the head of the slip are the workshops. They consist of a double building one side of which is a single
storey for the blacksmith’s shop, 220 feet by 38 feet; and the other side is in two storeys, 220 feet by 46
feet - the lower being the machine-shed, and the upper the moulding loft. At the inner end of the
workshops are the engine and boiler houses from which a stalk rises to the height of 120 feet. The yard
will employ, it is expected, about 300 men when the work is fairly started. At present the builders are
still busy in erecting the workshops, and labourers in laying out the building-yard, but already great
quantities of wrought iron have arrived from Newcastle and timber from Dundee, and the work of ship-
building will be begun without delay, and even before the preparatory operations are finished. It is not
improbable that before the end of the year the first launch from this new building-yard will have taken
place. We sincerely hope that great success will attend the introduction of this new brand of industry to
the north shore of the Forth”.




As it turned out the first launch at the yard took place at 2 o’clock on the afternoon of Thursday the 7th
April 1864 and was watched by an estimated 4000 spectators. The ship was christened the “South
Australian” and her new owner, Mr. Samuel White, a merchant from Aldinga, South Australia,
expressed his satisfaction with both the construction and general appearance of the vessel.
Immediately following her launch the South Australian was towed to Kirkcaldy where she had her
boilers fitted and was otherwise finished in readiness for her departure for the Antipodes.

Because of restrictions at the site and the nature of the coast, it was not possible for the shipyard to
boast a fitting out basin of it's own. Instead, after launching, vessels would be towed to Kirkcaldy or
Leith for fitting out. It wasn’t long before John Key realised that this situation was not very satisfactory
and added a great deal to the cost of the vessels concerned. To get over this obstacle a large travelling
crane, built partially from girders salvaged from the ill-fated first Tay Bridge, was erected and completed
in April 1865. The finished crane was capable of lifting enormous weights of between fifty and sixty
tons making it possible to transfer boilers, that had been transported by rail on a specially constructed
truck from Kirkcaldy to the sidings leading to the Kinghorn shipyard, from the said truck and
positioning them into the waiting ships. By this means the boilers could be placed on board at about a
quarter of the cost required by taking the vessels to Kirkcaldy and, as a bonus, at about a quarter of the
cost. It also meant that the ships built at the yard could be launched fully completed and with steam
raised.

John Key died on the 26th May 1876 by which time twenty-six vessels had been laid down. His sons
George Andrew and Alexander, both partners in the firm of John Key and Sons, continued to run the
company with George as senior partner untili May 1884 when the company failed with liabilities of
£32000. In all fifty-four ships had been built under the Key banner.

The company had, however, been experiencing difficulties for some time, so much so that on he 8th of
August 1879 the estates of John Key and Sons, engineers and shipbuilders at Kirkcaldy and Kinghorn
and of the individual partners of that firm, George Andrew and Alexander Key, were sequestrated and
Robert Douglas, an engineer of Frankfield, Kirkcaldy, was installed as trustee of the estates.

It would seem that at some stage after the sequestration the company acquired another partner, Cecil
Philip William Bond, who was recorded as such in a Writ with a Warrant of Registration which was
presented for registration in the Kinghorn Burgh Register of Sasines on the 2nd April 1885. The
document describes a Trust and Disposition dated the 8th May 1884 granted by John Key and Sons,
carrying on business as such at Whytebank Engine Works, Kirkcaldy and Abden Ship Yard, Kinghorn,
the two Key brothers and Cecil William Bond, all engineers and shipbuilders at Kirkcaldy and Kinghorn
and sole partners of the said company. The paper records the sale of a small part of the land of Abden
belonging to John Key and Sons for the sum of £4000 plus £16:15s:4d as interest thereon from
February 1st 1885 to John Scott, an engineer from Aberdeen.

On the 6th September 1884 the “Fife Free Press” ran an article in which they stated that a prospectus
had been issued in connection with a limited company which was being formed with the intention of
acquiring the engineering and shipbuilding works of Messrs. Key and Sons at Kirkcaldy and Kinghorn.
Annexed to the prospectus was a copy of a report by a Mr. John Norman of Messrs John Norman and
Co., engineers and boilermakers at Glasgow. He had estimated the value of the engineworks at
Kirkcaldy and the shipbuilding yard at Kinghorn plus the plant therein, at £42,954. However, the price to
be paid for the whole, including the good will of the business, was only £20,000. The new owner of
the Kinghorn Shipyard, or Abden Shipbuiding Works as it was otherwise known, was to be John Scott
and Company with John Scott as the sole partner in the firm.

One of the first alterations to be made at the shipyard following the sale was the transference of the
engine building from Kirkcaldy to Kinghorn thus saving a great deal of time and expense in the
transportation of the engines. This undertaking was not, however, completed in time for the first ship to
be built under the auspices of John Scott and Company to be fitted with engines built at Kinghorn. The
“Edinburgh Castle”, launched on the 6th April 1886, was a steel paddle steamer built for the Galloway
Saloon Steam Packet Company and was the first ship to be launched in the Forth with electric light.
The 18th June the following year saw the launch of the company’s second vessel, the paddle steamer
“Halcyon” and it was this ship that was the first to have both hull and engines built at Kinghorn.

There was a tradition in the family of a certain Samuel Crawford, born at Glasgow in 1839 and who at
one time had worked in the Naval Dockyard at Chatham and had later risen to be a manager in the
yard of J. and A. Thompson, Clydebank (the forerunner of John Brown’s shipbuilding business) that
when he retired to Kinghorn Samuel had taken up a partnership with John Scott in his shipbuilding
company. It is also thought that the partners separated in a somewhat acrimonious manner. | cannot,
of course, comment on the last statement as | wasn’t present at the time in question. However, from a
Disposition recorded in the Kinghorn Burgh Register of Sasines on the 3rd November 1897, it can be
seen that John Scott sold that part of Abden that had originally been bought by John Key for the
shipyard, to Samuel Crawford for the sum of £14,000 Sterling. Also registered on the same day was a



Bond which contained the following statement:- “We Messrs. John Scott and Company, Engineers and
Shipbuilders, Kinghorn and | Samuel Crawford Engineer and Shipbuilder, Kinghorn, the sole partner of
the said firm or company of John Scott and Company etc., etc”. And so it would appear that Kinghorn
Shipyard had indeed changed hands once more.

1897 had been a quiet year for the yard with only two launches and the following year did not fare much
better with just three ships completed. In 1899 the workforce might have been forgiven in thinking that
events had taken a turn for the better with the launch of five vessels but unfortunately this was not the
case. Only two ships were launched in 1900, the “Delta” on the 14th March and the “Lady Evelyn” on
the 10th August. The next launch would not occur for another two years.

John Scott and Company were declared bankrupt and the sequestered estates of it and Samuel
Crawford, the sole partner, were exposed to sale by public roup on the 17th, 18th and 20th of
December 1900. | assume that there were no takers as they were re-exposed on the 18th, 19th and
20th of February the following year. Only one person, William Constable Hunter, a writer to the Signet
at Edinburgh, showed an interest in the company and purchased it for £2,500 Sterling. He later
declared that he had made the purchase on behalf of Scott of Kinghorn, Ltd which had been
incorporated under the Companies Acts 1862-1900 and had their registered offices at Abden Works,
Kinghorn. The directors of this new company were John Scott of 11 Grosvenor Street, Edinburgh, David
Russell , a shipowner of 2 St Andrew’s Square, Edinburgh, Thomas Devlin Junior, the owner of a
steam trawler from Newhaven, John Harley, an iron merchant of Kirkcaldy and Henry Morton Barnet of
Barnet and Morton Ironmongers, also Kirkcaldy.

By February 1902 hopes were running high for the yard and for the employment of the men of
Kinghorn. By the 22nd of that month a number of men had already been employed there and, as a
steamboat was about to be laid down, there was a fair prospect of others soon being required. A couple
of months later, on the 19th April 1902 , it was reported by the “Fife Free Press” that over 200 people
were at that time employed at the shipyard. However, just a little over a month later, in the edition
published May 24th, it was stated that trade there was very quiet with the only department that could
be called busy being the boilermakers who were working two shifts. It had been rumoured that the
company had received orders for two further steamships but, as rumours abounded regarding the yard,
it was not wise to take too much notice of them.

Meanwhile work was going ahead on the first ship to be constructed by the new company. The “Aotea”,
built for the New Zealand based A. R. Elder and Company, was launched on the 19th of August 1902.
This launch was followed just under four months later by that of the “Bedouin”, a trawler for the North
Sea Steam Trawling Company of Aberdeen. A sister ship to the “Bedouin”, the “Badger’, was
completed in the January of the following year.

By 1909 Scott of Kinghorn, Ltd. had launched 29 vessels the last a troopship, the “Almirante Lobo”,
built for the Spanish Government. However, things had not been going well for the company. The
above launches had included five steam trawlers, seven barges each of 100 tons gross weight and a
steam launch of just 60 tons gross thus making the average tonnage per ship very small. Shipyard
work always tended to be a stop and go occupation with men being laid off when business was slow
and taken on again when things improved. So it was with the shipyard workers at Kinghorn. In
September 1904 the company had secured an order for two large passenger and cargo steamers for
the River Plate trade and were reported to be already busy with two other boats on the stocks. A report
in the “Fifeshire Advertiser” of 16th March 1907, however, talks of it being a safe time for the Kinghorn
workmen who had been forced to find employment in other areas to return to the town as Scott of
Kinghorn Ltd. had procured a large number of orders and that work was expected to start almost
immediately on five barges and two steamers. By March 1908 things were again looking very bleak with
the company imposing a reduction in the mens’ wages of one farthing per hour off the workmen, 5% off
piece workers and sixpence off labourers per week. Eventually, in March 1910 the yard was put up for
sale at the upset price of £10,000 but no interest was shown. In September of the same year two more
attempts were made to dispose of the company but even with an upset price now put as low as £5,500
nobody was prepared to take it on. The following February the auditors sold off the equipment by lots
and by August the yard had been completely demolished.

Then in December 1916 good news for the town and people of Kinghorn. A report in the “Fife Free
Press” of the second of that month stated that it was understood that the site had been purchased by a
company of which Mr. John Fletcher of the Montrose Shipbuilding Company had been mentioned as
one of the principals and that the old Abden Shipyard may well in the very near future once more be
ringing with the hammering of the riveters. This report was borne out by a disposition, dated the 4th of
December of that year and recorded in the Register of Sasines for Fife on the 15th, by the
commissioners of the Royal Bank of Scotland to John Fletcher, shipbuilder of Montrose, of the portion
of the lands of Abden known as the Abden shipyard.



Many more reports appeared in the local press on the progress at the yard. Due to the fact that the
country was at war difficulties were experienced as many of the local men were away serving their
country thus making labour in very short supply and problems were also encountered with the supply of
certain kinds of materials. Nevertheless, in 1919 the yard was re-opened by the aforementioned John
Fletcher under the name of the Kinghorn Shipbuilding Company. The ships built in the years after
World War One were standard ships and so in September 1919 John Fletcher went into negotiations
with the Director of Materials from the Ministry of Shipping. His offer of £300,000 for the purchase of
three complete ships, which included the whole of the hull, the materials, machinery and practically all
of the equipment for the three vessels was duly accepted on 23rd of that month. A condition of the
contract that had been secured was that the materials, etc, were to be delivered in order and on time.
Unfortunately this condition was not properly adhered to and deliveries were often out of sequence or
time. This meant that the construction of the ships could not proceed in a systematic fashion and so,
out of desperation, it was decided to use deliveries received for vessels 1 and 2 to complete just one
ship. This ship, the “Kinghorn”, at 6597 tons gross weight the biggest by far ever built at the yard, was
launched on the 27th November 1920. She was the only ship to be built by the Kinghorn Shipbuilding
Company. In 1920 help had come from the government in the shape of a £12,000 grant but this failed
to save the company which was finally forced to close in 1922 through financial difficulties.

A report in the Fife Free Press” for June 9th 1923 on the court case between John Fletcher and the
Board of Trade over the problems that had arisen over the contract agreed between Mr. Fletcher and
the Director of Materials reported that the jury found in favour of John Fletcher who was awarded
substantial damages.

A further press report on 26th December 1936 recorded that the last remains of the Kinghorn Shipyard
had been acquired in the shape of scrap iron by a foundry in Wishaw in North Lanarkshire. And so,
after about 140 launches, many good times and some hard, shipbuilding finally finished at Kinghorn.

ARTICLES FROM THE “FIFESHIRE ADVERTISER”
ON THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE SHIPBUILDING YARD AT KINGHORN.

Saturday August 22nd 1863.

Kinghorn.
The Shipbuilding Yard.

The erection of the necessary outhouses for the new shipbuilding yard at Abden are well advanced and
the keel of the first vessel will be laid down in a few weeks. This new branch of industry will be the
making of Kinghorn and, to a very great extent, will be of advantage to the shopkeepers there. It is
believed that most of the workers employed at the new yard will reside at Kinghorn. Gentlemen of
capital would make a very safe investment here by erecting blocks of houses for the working men.
There would be no difficulty in getting them let, as most of the houses in Kinghorn suitable for workmen
and their families are certainly not very creditable to the town.

Saturday August 29th 1863.

Kinghorn.
Iron Ship Building.

A new branch of industry - namely the building of iron ships - is about to be introduced at Kinghorn on a
somewhat extensive scale. Through the enterprise of Mr. Key, engineer, Kirkcaldy, a large ship-building
yard, with workshops, is in the course of construction at Abden, immediately to the east of the village.
the yard is situated on partly natural and partly constructed slope, falling nearly eastward, and in an
oblique direction, the lie of the ground being inshore rather than seawards. About 200 feet of sea
frontage is obtained at the bottom of the incline; on the left hand is a steep wooded bank, about 80 feet
of which have been cut away in forming the building slip; and on the right is the rocky beach , a
considerable part of which has been covered by banking out. To obtain the requisite superficies a great
body of material has been laid down and the embankment is protected by a strong sea wall. A hollow
between two of the abrupt ledges of rock that lie across the beach at this point forms a convenient
basing for floating timber and on the high grounds on the other side there is a siding of the railway
which runs immediately alongside. The proximity of Petticur Harbour is also an important consideration
in estimating the advantages of the site. The building-yard is about 480 feet long by 280 feet broad and
will accommodate probably four vessels of 1000 tons each. Orders have already been received for
three 1st class vessels for the passenger trade - two from an Australian and one from a London firm -
and the keel of one of the Australian vessels is to be laid this week. It is a screw steamer of 800 tons to
be fitted with engines of 160hp and constructed to carry 60 first and 160 second class passengers. At
the head of the slip are the workshops. They consist of a double building one side of which is a single
storey for the blacksmith’s shop, 220 feet by 38 feet; and the other side is in two storeys, 220 feet by 46




feet - the lower being the machine-shed, and the upper the moulding loft. At the inner end of the
workshops are the engine and boiler houses from which a stalk rises to the height of 120 feet. The yard
will employ, it is expected, about 300 men when the work is fairly started. At present the builders are
still busy in erecting the workshops, and labourers in laying out the building-yard, but already great
quantities of wrought iron have arrived from Newcastle and timber from Dundee, and the work of ship-
building will be begun without delay, and even before the preparatory operations are finished. It is not
improbable that before the end of the year the first launch from this new building-yard will have taken
place. We sincerely hope that great success will attend the introduction of this new brand of industry to
the north shore of the Forth.

REPORTS FROM THE “FIFE FREE PRESS” ON THE STRIKE
AT KINGHORN SHIPYARD IN EARLY 1877

“Fife Free Press” Saturday March 24th 1877, Page 2, Col. 5.

Kinghorn.

Strike.

Last week the rivetters in the employment of Messrs. John Key and Sons made a request for advance
in their wages of 1/2d an hour, their wages at present being 6d per hour, which, we believe, is below the
average of ship rivetters in the country. Their request being refused the whole of the men struck work
on Saturday last. The men all belong to the society and, therefore, this strike may last for an indefinite
time.

“Fife Free Press Saturday April 7th 1877, Page 2, Col. 5.

Kinghorn.

Strike.

The strike amongst the rivetters and caulkers in the shipyard still continues. The masters have offered
to give the men a rise of 1/4d an hour and piece work, but this the men have refused, still adhering to
their original demand of 1/2d an hour. Some of them have left for other places. The strike has now
lasted for three weeks.

“Fife Free Press” Saturday April 28th 1877, Page 2, Col. 4.

Kinghorn.

Trade.

Work in the shipyard has been kept back a good deal owing to the strike of the rivetters and caulkers
which has now lasted six weeks. A large number of apprentices have been started and much
indignation is being expressed by the men at what they term the unfair conduct of the masters, as they
state that according to the rules of their society these lads will not be admitted as members which will
practically exclude them from work. It is to be hoped, however, that a settlement will soon be come to.

“Fife Free Press” Saturday May 5th 1877, Page 2, Col. 4.

Kinghorn.

The Strike.

We are glad to know that the strike amongst the caulkers and rivetters in the shipyard has now
terminated after lasting six weeks 0 the masters having granted the demand of the men for another
1/2d an hour. Their wages will now average about 28/- weekly, and, we think considering the amount of
broken time they have throughout the year with wet weather etc., it is not too much.

REPORTS FROM THE LOCAL PRESS ON ACCIDENTS
AT KINGHORN SHIPYARD.

“Fife Advertiser” Saturday November 5th 1864, Page 4, Col. 3.

Kinghorn - Accident.
A labourer of the name of THOMAS HUME, belonging to Sinclairtown, had his leg broken above the
ankle at the shipbuilding yard here on Tuesday last, by a heavy iron plate slipping off a barrow.




“Fife Free Press” Saturday August 12th 1882, Page 5, Col. 4.

Serious Accident.

About half past ten o’clock on Monday morning while ALEXANDER RAE, a plater, residing at Rossland
Place, was engaged on board one of the new boats at present being built at Abden Shipbuilding Yard,
and while stepping from the upper deck to a platform he accidentally slipped and fell a distance of
about 30 feet. He was immediately conveyed home and attended to by Dr. Welsh, who, on
examination, found his left thigh to be fractured, his left arm broken in two places, and his head
severely cut and bruised.

“Fife Free Press Saturday August 19th 1882, Page 4, Col. 6.

Shocking Accident at Shipbuilding Yard.

On Wednesday a labourer employed at Kinghorn Shipbuilding Yard was at his usual employment below
the rivetters, when a red hot bolt went down betwixt his skin and clothes, which were burned off his
back. Although not yet able to resume work he is, we are glad to hear, recovering favourably.

“Fife Free Press” Saturday February 3rd 1906, Page 4, Col. 7.

Kinghorn.

Serious Accident.

Immediately after commencing wok on Monday morning a carpenter named ROBERTSON fell down the
hold of a vessel under construction at the shipbuilding yard - a distance of 14 feet. His fall, however was
broken by several planks. He was conveyed home and medically attended to, his injuries being serious.

REPORTS FROM THE LOCAL PRESS ABOUT TRADE
AT KINGHORN SHIPYARD

“The Kirkcaldy Times” Wednesday, February 27th 1889

MESSRS JOHN SCOTT & COMPANY, shipbuilders, Kirkcaldy and Kinghorn, have secured the
contract for a steam trawler for Messrs Robert Brown and Company, Aberdeen. She will be 100 feet in
length, and fitted up with triple expansion engines and all the latest improvements for beam trawling.

“Fife Free Press” April 19th 1902. Page 5, Col. 2.

Kinghorn.
The Shipyard.
Over 200 people are now employed at the shipyard.

“Fife Free Press” May 24th 1902. Page 5, Col.1.

Kinghorn.

The Shipyard

Trade continues to be very quiet, the only department which can be called busy being the boilermakers,
who are at present working two shifts. It is again rumoured that the company have received an order for
two steamers, but little notice should be taken of these weekly frivolous rumours. In the meantime the
tradesmen are engaged on the ferry boat which is nearly all plated, and the trawler will be commenced
to immediately.

“Fife Free Press” June 21st 1902. Page 5, Col.1.

Kinghorn.
Scott of Kinghorn have received an order for another trawler.




“Fife Free Press” March 3rd 1917. Page 5, Col.1.

Kinghorn.

The Shipyard.

The site of the Abden Shipyard, which was purchased lately by Mr. John Fletcher, shipbuilder, is now
beginning to have a business-like look about it. A considerable amount of building material is now on
the ground, and we understand a plan of a part of the buildings to be erected has passed the Dean of
Guild Court, and that building operations will commence at an early date. A great drawback at the
present time is, of course, the serious lack of labour, difficulty being experienced in getting certain kinds
of material forward.

Kinghorn Shipyard, Fife. Scotland 1907

Kinghorn, Fife
Shipyard in centre background behind the church c1907




Part of the Kinghorn Shipyard work force c1895

Launch of “Santiago de Cuba” 28 April 1907 from Kinghorn Shipyard
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Plan of remains of Kinghorn Shipyard, Fife c1964
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Remains of the slipways at Kinghorn Shipyard, Fife c2000

Remains of the slipway at Kinghorn Shipyard, Fife c2000
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SHIPS BUILT AT KINGHORN BY JOHN KEY AND SONS
1863 - 1884
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YARD No.1

“SOUTH AUSTRALIAN”
Official No. 29570
Launched 7th April 1864
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From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1863/64, 1865/66

Name of ship - South Australian
Description - Iron screw steamer with three bulkheads built under survey. Machines cert. 1864
Built - 1864. Completed April of that year
Built by - Key, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 633

Net tonnage - 436

Length - 225 feet

Breadth - 26.3 feet

Depth - 15 feet

Port belonging to - Kirkcaldy

Owner - S. White

Master - J Pain

Destined voyage - Leith — Australia

(The Register of Shipping (belonging to Kirkcaldy) 1855-1903 (Ref CE63/11/2) gives the original owners
as Samuel White, Aldingo St., Australia: James Boorman (Merchant): Alexander Calder (Gent); Henra(
Alfred Coffey (Shipowner) all of Gracechurch Street, London. The Registry transferred to Adelaide 24
Feb 1865)

The following is copied from an original document showing costings of the “South Australian” Taken
from an inventory of ships built at Kinghorn and the costings involved drawn up by John Key (b1840),
nephew of John Key (1819-1876), shipbuilder.
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From the “Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday 9th April 1864
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unhborn. R 1)

(e ) v iy 7
Long before the advertised time HL vipht % lan
large eruwds of people vould be eén Hockiig frof |
Kirkealdy, Barntisland, atd the surroin dilig Helgh
bourhood t witness theé faniéh, avd at two o’clodle:
the cliffs &% Abden, on the east of the building-
and other prominent places in the vicinjty, fFom
which a good view conld be obtained, wers prawded .
with people, upwards of 4,000 npechh.ﬂ""i_, B!
beliave, being present. About half-past twg o !
Miss Koy, accompanied by Mr #hd ﬁ Koy
and family, along with beveral ladies and’ b
temen, ament whom we observed Mr> Whyfe,
owner of the vessel, stepped forward to the plat-
form, and on the dogshore being Knockéd away,
and tha hitherte motionless vessel giving slghd pf.
bidding farewell to the wags, the c’llnr!mnlng ilh
which was held by Miss Key, was dashed 4
tionsand pieces on the faveof the noble ahrﬁ, wheh’
a flag, among a score of otheve, Wis unfurled! 19
the broeze, bearing the namoe of the ' 8outly’
Australion *=-8 ame, we believe, from whigh die
destiny of the vessel may be inferred,  The Sout j
Auvstralian left the ways in that easy, graceful;’
and majestic manner, which contributes! st mudh’|
to make a ship launch a pleasing and ngfeesh
gight to the spectator, TFrom the frst Wafil
point she went down without a perceptible !Vr?h k
or a jolt until at full liberty in her Rukﬂé'tﬁl'
deep, when she made soine ‘Be‘m!ﬁ Libaiddy,
bows in acknowledpment, qi's Woild Huvo 4 ougl
of the lusl.{ chieering bf her vast agsemblage |
a oolkers, which rent the air. -~ °

Imwmédiately on leing launcheds the St
Australian was taken in tow by two stesmer
Kirkenaldy, where she will have her beilgrs fil
in, and be otherwise finished previous -to;iaking
her departura. LA AR

The veasel, which has been built ex; "With |
a viow to meet the great \'i@fr'dm%ut' th& ags—
speed, i eXxpeeted 16 adil nt the average’ ¥ ¢
thirteets kiots an lhour, Her dime

monsions are—
length, 222 feet, by 26 broad ; depth; 15, fde
She has excellont passcuger aceommodalion,

suloon being fitted up for 40 first-class, {
steerage enbin for 130 second-olass,: passengerss
She is fitted with geared oscillating engine:
horse-power, and her appearanve; \;’ﬁl\‘l he" v
both externally and internalty, 3o’ that*of s
fine looking chip==d Tousks nnl'lpllz_"lé'f’, o
order, Which tertainly does much: credit

enterprising townsman, Mr Keyn hion adtat SRR

N The success
‘whigh has attended Mr Key in his extensive
‘undertaking—his success in obtaining such a good
sila, nr o building yard, and the ‘rrent ruccoan

““has accompanied the building . uf the
Wihaider *yessol, 1ot an aveidoht having ooentred
‘He'eange of Yoyt 1 shy party, from the time
wien of Mying the Keel, to Ner Thutich from the
Bisildityg yard, while there Titd Bidel Veby miich to
ratify the inlibisiite bt Kinghorn, in'the addi-
010 ‘ﬁ%ir towns' trade, of a branch of industry

,p,p‘p theancient birgh bids fair ere long to
me famous, and very much also to encourage
id ‘stimuglate Mr Key in the execution of the
Féxfenaive orders he has at present on hand for
s 12 of & similar class, Vi
F51HS ladnch having been 8o suceesafully evnen:
“Wiated; tlie occasion wan of vourse ons ©f Muth
“Bomgrabifation amoby the iahy Friends ahd well-
‘Wighdra of Mr Wey==4 lorge sompaty of whom

Med W Yhe mobld left, 'um'lfrnl':ﬁn"s_ the
ib&f1815g Yard, for the purpose of ‘dritiking siiccess

‘tdlhegood ship. )
fos Provos't Swiir said that a Wveheit would join
{with hieein eohprathtiting Mr Key on the success.
ful eveht of this day. The ship bad been most
_beantifully launched, and he was sure that every

ie predent must have greatly enjoyed the sight—
g Egia,alf. the gight he had witnsssed that day
‘%’i ed the fealings of lis younger days, when
:&ﬂ d to enjoy the interesting spectacle of & ship
ldfinth ‘amazingly well. He had ol ssen a ship

sd snopessfully inunobed for .mAny years, as the

;‘la‘e.ugti al, iron peréw steam'ér whigh waa.linut“t.:hed

“from, Mr Key's bnilding yard that day., e Raped

hiae Mr Whyte woul %‘lfiﬂ th'e Ventl & most pro-

rﬂl_.htﬂé_'ﬁﬁeu ation) and that Mr Key would also

'Fd}? # gobd proflt by the transaction. (Cheers.)
i

Fovost then gave the healths of the builder,
t' Koy, and the owner, Mr Whyte, which was
Irespibntled to amidst loud cheering
40 Me'Key, in reply, thanked them for the kind
‘Mibnner in which they had tebeived his health,
‘and toped that he might build many \-Igiisis t
sKingliorn, wlth as great suceess as he ha 'uﬁt
cthe Bouth Avstralian, {Loud clieers.)
oiMr BamueY. Whvie, who next replied, ex-
presacd his great satisfaction with the construction |
andgeneral appearance of the vessel—the South |
Auatralinn-~of which he was owner, and trusted
bat, although sho wns the firat vesssl launched
-- Key's building yard, that she would be
Brat of & host of sthors, which would all do
i !!?,lhglnama of Mr Koy, and his extphsive
B!ajn& yard at Abden, Kinghort, (Loud
| Py

3 ”\-Ilb'k;a}.a Followed, ater which the
i tpn gy
%Euhgenbrona] y entertained the work:

ha ward to a sambloos

oxed  in  th .

¢ Targe ghed on the premises, at whi
*éiﬁﬁ:aii‘d of the K!i)ugllaluru Artill,
FOMNeorE, a nt at the launch, 1
(RO ABprOpriato airs.
~ 4ilbpl publio:Works, we may also slate, woy

\gjgpenl yfionl wne ocluck 1L the altersoon’
all classos tlie day was one of mucl: I
ﬂ_:u»::-‘-' CUTIIAR S M |
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Copy of the Register of Transmission to Chief Registrar of Shipping dated 16 May 1864
recording Samuel White as the sole owner of the South Australian. NA Ref BT108/243

R TIHT _-pe, B o £
sm No. 19, o My § }
B 1wy g Copy Register for Transmission to
) .xﬁ-\@ Chief Rogistrar of Shipping.

Official Nimber of Siu}gg? &l ."'_j"' Name of Sﬁif/ JM@ A@é&
E 4
‘ort Womber, ... y/f/ ‘s Port of Reglstey. ., 1&/%' British or Forolgn bmilt. ., /g.«ﬁ;{’

r e o
Whether a Sailieg or Steam Ship ,f*—‘"" Whiers bajlt Ai—q_‘/['“*—' When built. /’// Lu.%/ﬁé%
2 onc

if Stoam, haw progelled L., e tivi o

T II,'
s

Na, Data of Port and previcus RJ‘QIH‘.Y} (il nny) e ——

Number of Decks, 1 ‘/d'/ g Build . {/‘_ﬂ s
\Tnml:cr.nf_-n\inct_ . .s% e er Gallery ., 5 /7«.
/3',. e 4;;, ;.

gv:d Head

|‘.:?(m.n=1ﬁ"l‘hm;fﬁ"‘(‘”‘-"ﬁw /{/\5‘ é5 J\(_/_f ﬁf?‘j,r;";/

Clefsed in Spoees above the Tonnnge Deck, if any, viz.: Space or Spaces between Dfr:l:sé 5_
Poop T 1 P '’
V. e
{ hund Heuse rt/td‘/ tfﬂe e Bon B & oafémyi/: r/éu /
" Other enclosed spaces (if any), naming them ., C‘-‘ﬁ"/ . o

&7 3 AT

Deduct Allawanes for I;ropeltiug Power . i ¢
. . sa e / . Ja £

Register Tonnngo o o o o . W '4"9(4?

_L}«cc

Length from the farepart of the Sten under the Bowsprit ta the aft side of the Head of the

. w Stern-post Z 2 g TFet Tenths, -
FARICENS , Main Breadth to outside of Plank 246 Tt & Tenths.
Depth in Hold from Tonnage Deck to Ceiling ot Midships 20 Feet Tenthe,

. Tons
Additional Particulars for Steamers. =

Deduiction for Space required for Propelling Power e i e . . /f’_'_'
Length of Engine Room (i measured), J_Z" oot [ Tentlis

Number of Engines =4

Combined Vower (estimated Howse Pawer) /y-f

Names, Residence, and Deseription of the Owners, and Nuniber
of Rixty-fourth Shures held by each Owner v e

y7
x»zr{,f///%f/ //é/we@
u{fmd/ﬁ,,ﬁ,i/ - %90/4”5'— /{A/
: i 2

L R e A L s # Cliler Best Wilms 208 It
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From the “Australian Register 29th August 1864

The fdllowitg. is the description of the South .
Ausiralian, ‘a8 given in the Australian Register

of August 29 +—,
The 8.8. South Australian has been for some
time sntic}pn.bed; but on Friday afternoon she
was seen from the stations making progress up
the Quiph under very easy steam; indeed, so
slow was her headway thaf, though signalled at
four, it was long after dark until she reached the
anchorage, on account of the seareity of coals on
board. "When she came to at the Lightship
there was not a sufficient quantity to get up
steam wherewith to proceed (o the port. Itis
not at all & proper time to criticise when a
steamer arrives from a long voyage:; but even
under such circumstances it is evident that in
furnishing the inter-zolonial trade with a new ves-
sel, Mr Whyte, the owner, has taken advantage
of experience, and provided a boat replete with
every requirement and accommodation. In build
her hull is faultloss—that is to say, at the water-
line—for the fact of her being fitted with a full
Fonp renders the appearance aft rather cumbrons ;
hut, of course, this is a matier of but little mo-
ment when the size aud proportions of the eabin
are seen.  She was built by Mr Jobn Key, en-
gincer and shipbuilder, of Kinghorn, in Scotland,
and during her construction was subject to the
special snevey of Lloyds, where she is classed Al
on the books.  In the hull and main frame every
modern appliance that skill or ingenuity coulll
devige s introduced, rendering her a perfect
specimen of the builders workmanship, reflecting
credit alike on the design and execntion.  'I'he
rig adopted is that of a barque, with a fine sat of
spars and square yards.  Sho iz a powerful sailer,
and her beam will enabls her to carry canvas
well.  The dimensions of her lnll are 225 feet,
26 feet Ly 15, giving Ler a gross tonnage equal
to all the requirements of the trade, It is (i-
viled into five water-tight eompartments, from
each of which sluice valves lead to the main
pumps, so as to free her from any leakage by the
agency of the engine. I'rom stem to atern ex-
ternally every attention scems to have been
lavished in seouring stability without the slightest
attempt at ornamentation, for beyond the trail-
boards and quarter-carvings, nothing but what
is useful is to be seen. Tne main saloon is a
very fine apartment, capable of accommodating
80 pasgengers, in spacious state-rooms, fitted with
every comfort.  The appointments are polished
ok, with white eciling and gold mouldings, and
the skylight is beautifully painted. The ladies'
cabin is snug and retired; and the steward's
santry is fitted in first-rate style. With side-
Luards, marble slabs, mirvors, and library, there
ic lirtle laft ta desiva.  Tha ganand oabin io fur.
wards (below deck), and for space is ample, and
in fixtures eomfortable, for about 135 passengers,
The apartments for the officers are amidships, on
deck, and engineers, mates, and * bosun,” find
agreeable quarters under the bridge, from which
a capital lovk-out i available fur the vfficer of the
wateh, Nor is “Jack” neglected, for in the
topgallant forecastle e finds ample room to in-
dulge in his watch below, Ilere also is the gear
for working the ground tackle, consisting of a
double-purchase capstan, with clutches and
patent stoppers, g0 arranged as to give the least
possible teouble with the groatest amount of se-
curity. eonforrod by Trotman's patent analare

In notieing the deck fixtures, the steam winches
are a feature not to be forgotten, for by (heic
oid a large eargo may be Ianﬁed in an incredibly
ghort space of time. In the eugiue-room thers
are Lwo engines of 180 horse-power, with geared
oscillating eylinders ; and the boilers are of such
superior construction that they may work up to
olmost an unlimited pressure, giving, at any
rate, the advantage of propulsion equal to her
lines and proportions ; though, certainly, after her
}Iassage [rom England, she is seen nnder every
disadvantage, being foul beneath the water line
and weather-beaten above. It is to be regretted
the new patent slip is not available to take her

ou for overhanl a pair, as, in consequence-of |
this not being so tr X o

a
will be ample’
which are said to be
provinces. Of the
tain Pain reports leay
29, All the distance do
the Bay of Biscay he v
8.W. gales, which, on ne
trades, changed to light've
supply of coals necessary,
steamer went into the Ca |
tons of very inferior qual ,after leaving,
was unfortunate enough to encounter a heavy|
gale, in whicl, for a few hours she remained hove
to; but, having carried away her bowsprit in the
heavy sca, she was kept away and sent before
the gale till it moderated, affording an admirable
opportunity of testing her seaworthy qualities,
which are speken of as beidg of a superior order,
When she touched at King asorge‘s Sound but a/
limited supply of fuel was procurable, and on
passing Troubridge there was scarcely any left]
when the Sir Isaac Newton hove in sight; anc
Mr Whyte, supposing she was from Newcastlay
with conls, directed Captain Pain to bear down
on her, which was done, but the effort proved
fruitless, as she was from Port Adelaide, humu:

v

to  Willunga, consequently the steamer wa
obliged, under a bare head of steam, to steer for
the anchorage, where arrangements were made:
to tuke ofl' to her a sufficiency of coal to steam to
the wharf, This was, however, countermanded,
aud a steam tug employed, which, with the help |
of the Havilla, towed her into harbour on Satur- |
day morning, where she immediately became the
centre of attraction for all comers. The are of |
shaam progrosans, o it fu to Lo :'wlaqd M
Whyte's enterprise will meet with every sucuess,
_-—.‘Mw-—- 1
Benalla, Melbourne (Vietoria),
September 15, 1864.

Kirkealdy—groen be its memories | for I ngver
roadd your ronlly cxonllont papor Lul oy hoadl
warms towards it. Iam very proud to see the
arrival and favourable mention of the screw
steamer, South Australian. She has come ronnd
to Melbourne to go on tha slip, there not being
one large enough for her in Adelaide. She is
looked npon here 48 Delig Lhe Lest luter-colonlal
steamer in the colonies, which, I can tell yon,
is a great honour, as we have really a splendid
Lot of boata from all parta of England and Soot.
land, When 1 go to Malbourna noxt month, |
shall do myself the pleasure of secing her. I
carucetly hope Mr Koy's building yard will ge
on prosperivg aud w prosper. TE

{ LDty ated fTuie 6o Zifuofire «idvorsdaonr

December 3, 1864.) ©
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Lloyds Captains Register 1869

Regarding John Pain, the first captain of the South Australian:-

Born London 1832

Certificate of Competency as Captain No.5601 obtained London 1857
The South Australian was his fifth command.

Others: -

1)Washington Irving, 4626 - 1857-59 - Destination Australia
2)Liverpool, 32,982 - 1860-61 - Destination East Indies

3)Minerva, 44,832 - 11962 - Destination Mediterranean

4)Cella, 45,351 - 1863 - Destination Mediterranean and United States

From Ships Registered at Kirkcaldy 1855-1903 - SRO Ref CE63/11/12

Name of ship - South Australian

Ship’s No. - 29570

Port No. - 31864

Port of Registry - Kirkcaldy

Flag - British

Type of ship - Screw steamer

Where built - Kinghorn, Fifeshire

When built - 7th April 1864

No. of decks - Two

No. of masts - Three

Rig - Barque

Stern - Elliptic

Build - Clinker

Head - Female bust

Framework - Iron

Length - 225 feet

Breadth - 26.3 feet

Depth - 15 feet

No. of engines - Two

Combined power - 180

Gross tonnage - 633.43

Registered tonnage - 43583

Owner + residence + no. of 64 shares held - Samuel White, Aldinga, South Australia, Merchant,
64 shares.

Date of Registry - 16th May 1864

Other Information on “South Australian” (Various sources)

The South Australian arrived at Port Adelaide, Australia, on the 26th August 1864 bringing with her 9
saloon passengers, 10 forecabin passengers and a cargo of 600 tons of coal. Unfortunately she had
had to towed into the port because the bunkers that had been taken aboard in King George’s Sound
proved to be of such poor quality that they ran out when the ship was off Troutbridge Shoals, St
Vincent’'s Gulf. Captain Pain had managed to steer her to the anchorage and arrangements were made
to take enough coal out to her to enable her to steam to the wharf but this was countermanded and a
steam tug engaged. The tug, together with the Havilla, proceeded to tow her safely into the harbour.

A few days later, on the 1st September, the South Australian made her first trip to Melbourne and
shortly after her arrival was chartered to the South Australian Government to take a party to the
Northern Territory. It was a trip on which she would circumnavigate Australia sailing up the eastern
coast to Adams Bay in the Northern Territory, round the north of the continent and down the western
coast to Port Adelaide.

It wasn’t long though before trouble was brewing on the horizon. Samuel White had, according to
Darwent another ship owner with vessels on the same route as the South Australian, purchased the
said ship with the avowed intention of beating Darwent’s ship the Aldinga. There was a lot of rivalry
between the two and claims from both sides of malpractice following races on the Melbourne run. It
was Samuel White’s obsession with this shipping side of his business and inattentiveness to all else
that would see him declared bankrupt in 1867 and ,after being granted a qualified certificate of

18



discharge with the judge seemingly blaming bad book keeping for his troubles, Mr. White left Australia
for New Zealand.

For a while the South Australian was under charter to the Otago S.S Company before ownership
passed to Mc Meckan, Blackwood and Company in 1867. Her Register was officially closed later the
same year when she was wrecked.

From List of Ships Registers Opened and Closed
PRO Ref. bks 387.2 GRR FB1881 - closed (Steamers, Iron)

Name of ship - South Australian
Ship’s No. - 29570

Port of Registry - Melbourne
Built - Kinghorn, Fife. 1864

Net tonnage - 436

Gross tonnage - 633
H.P.-180

WRECKED 1867

Ship "South Australian"
AJHR 1867 Section E6 page 22
Return of Wrecks

2 Bpr 1867
Vessel 8.5, 4 years

Rig Bargue
Register Tonnage 435
Number of Crew 37
Number of Passengers : 42
Nature of Cargo : General
Nature of Casualty : Stranded
Number of Lives Lost
Wind Direction -
Wind Force : Light airs
Place of Accident : 11.5 miles N. of mouth of Clutha River

Finding of Court of Inguiry
Bad lock-out; not heaving the lead.

Remarks
Total wreck.

Loss report “South Australian”
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YARD No.2

“PRINCESS HELENA” Later name “MAURITIUS”
Official No. 51284
Launched 18th August 1864

From Lloyd’s Register 1865/66

Name of ship — “Princess Helena” (Pro Tem)
Description - Iron screw steamer with 5 bulkheads built under special survey .
Machinery cert 1864. 120H.P.

Built - 1864, finished in August of that year
Built by - Key, Kinghorn

Registered tonnage - 587

Length - 210ft.

Breadth - 26.4ft.

Depth - 15ft.

Port belonging to - London

Owner - G. Duncan

Master - J. Duncan

Destined voyage - Leith

Note - See No. 26 in Supplement

From No. 26 Supplement

Name of ship — “Mauritius”

Owners - Union Steam Ship Company
Port belonging to - Southampton

Destined voyage - Sou.C.G.H.

All other details same as “Princes Helena”
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From an inventory of ships built at Kinghorn and the costings involved drawn up by John Key (b1840),
nephew of John Key (1819-1876), shipbuilder.
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Information on the ship “PRINCESS HELENA” later named “MAURITIUS”
From the “Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday 20th August 1864

+Kinghorn/sn Thuraday 11t presanted & more han
wsotlly astmaled  appearnnce mmm of the
larinol of a:'fias pew irou seraw .siocas et the
1tepsive shipbullding ya-d of that .8t enterprising
glneer, Me John Key: By oos o'clock—ihe westher
g Wghly Javomrably for, tators—tha, high-
‘wfy, belween Bursthand nnd.panghpm “and from
thence 10 Kigkoakdy, whs Iiunﬂy,o?if{_ by foot
p-nsmmnlldn.-&a-.u.. Il en rouls for
ihe lanseh ;. and the Rail~ay Company #ven, allve
F 9 the ((u?- peine. (pl{ ﬁf}h{mmlq to pee such
dghts, lmped retucn Uiokets at reduced tatsy from
‘all statlons oo the lioe between Thornlon aod Burnis
island. pbmbecs also avalled themselres of
1bis means of travelling, and we shonld witleals that
the nember. of speviaton ot from all geartecs
was oloss wpott 8000,  The fne smphitheatfs aleva-
thomy, &1 ide right of the shipbailding yard, com-
wanding an exignsive view of all arcond, was, of
coarse, at onos seized npon as the most eligible place
for wiinessling the lauooh, and bere, to um the
phrase, ** the besuty and fasbioa™ of the Jistriet hiad
arsembled, presenting a soems of no ordinary de-
scription to those who occupied the groond foor
below. Among those present we observed Mr and
Mrs Key, Provost Bwab, Kirkoaldy | Mr R: Nalriy
8t Mary's Priory { MrJ. T. Bioktk Bdeu | Mr
and Mrs Findlater, Kitkoaldy ; Treasarér and Mre
| Whirs, Kirkealdy ; Mis Stocks. Abden; Mr and
Miss Lizars, of lillnhrgh ; Drand Mrs Bowie; Mr
aod Mre Henry Robertson ; Mr and Mrs 8mith ; the
Miseos Taylor ; Mr Willlam Robertaon snd family
Mr and Mrs Edwio Graham, Kinghorn; the Rev.-
M. J. Bryden, Dr Yonng, Mr Malcolm; ME W, R.
, Bpenrs, Mr Alexgoder Buvitidge, Mr Chambers, Mr
i Elder, M? afid Mra Bohiffelle, Mr Ronald, and Mr
!Inl! Mrs Alsxander ﬂoJr| Kirkoaldy ; Mr Jamcs
Cosin, jun., Mr 8mith, engloeer, and Mr Jas. Cusio,
| senlor, Pathbead ; Mrs Halley of Dombarton;
| Mr Garmichael, soperinieadeos for the ownere of the

| vessel ; and huodreds of otber Iadies and gentlemen,
i all equally worthy of mention, bat of whom ‘*tim»
i would Inlfulnhlla"‘ . )

[
|
I
|
.

LAUNCH AT KINGHORN. " '

Pt

Beaotif{stly &durted with the colonrs of the vari-
ots haritime pations, the vessel bad a most mag-
nificent nnd model-looking appearance on the bniig-
ing yard ; but tbe appointed time bad now arrived,
aod the sign was given to let ber away, when, with-
oul & momeny's delay, ahe moved gracefully from off
ber pescefol oradle on the shore Into ths rochy
eradle of the desp, makiog & few graceful bowa a8
she embraoed the element of her futute homs, on
whieb ll:‘; lond uh_ear‘ln" whhh]reut the air; from all
sssembled, bespoke lor her a long and prospebdus
vareer. Dlisa Stockm shaler by 3; ﬂ‘\ Swefa .E?.dj ol
Abdyo, fotrded the deremony of obris-

| tenlng the noble ship, which she pamed the Princess

Helgna. Immediately on being launched the vessel
was taken in tow for Kltkoaldy harboor, whers she
will have ber boilers Bited is, and ba otharwise

| Boished. The Prinocess Holena—the seeond vesesl

from the Kinghorn shipbuildiog yard- -is owmad vy
Memrs George Duncan and Co.; Landenball Sureet,
Loadon. Bhe I Mteaded for the China trade, and
hex salosn nocommodatien for thirty Arst-class pas-
sengers.  Blie Is brig rigged, with fH poop, and 1,
g fopecastle, aod ber dimeosions mre— Length
betwpen lars, 205 Feet | benm moulded,
26 leet | depth of bold, 16 feet; tonnage, 480 1one
reglster, 650 toms groes, and 680 Yory boilders'
wmeasuromtnl | power of englose—obe will bo Bured
sp wilh borisontal ‘dicect solirg engines of 120
barse-power," sfler Mr Koy's ewa principle, and will
indicats 400: ‘Bhe le elzssed A 1 at Lloyd's lor nine
years. The 'Prinossa Helsns, bailt. sodey, thelr
w-cdnils::!ﬂ. LY lll “&“J{ the word, & msoat
magn t, wastwly, 0 appeamance, anb-
staatial mlm’ ;- 1 an '

" 'Tha lamech ‘s large number of ladiee and
lﬂlkﬂﬂ at tha lovitation ﬂr Koy, In
8 specions lolt comfroeting the shiphdllding yabd,
where thay woere provided alth a pleniifal pupply of
oo and Wina, .

Also taken from the same edition of the “Fifeshire Advertiser”

Another iron vessel, presently on the he stocks is in an advanced stage, and in a few weeks will be
ready for launching. Her engines will also be horizontal direct acting, and 140 H.P. We understand that
a large paddle steamer of 1200 tons and 350 H.P. will be laid down on the slip rendered vacant by the
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“Princess Helena”. This vessel will give the speed of 18 k.p.h. and is, we believe, the order of a foreign
government.

Extra Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1870/71

Master - 1870 - J.Cuthbertson
Master - 1871 - C.Coxwell

Extra Information from Mercantile Navy Lists 1871 and 1872

Ship’s No. - 51284
Signal Code - WQBC
Net tonnage — 339

Ship’s Career

18 August 1864 — Launched as Princess Helena for George Duncan and Co., London

1865 — Bought by Union Steam Ship Company to replace ATHENS and registered on the 15th August.
She was used on the Cape-Mauritius route and arrived at CapeTown September 26" on the first trip for
the company.

1866/7 — As a result of a problem whilst on the patent slipway in Cape Town the ship was out of service
for six months. She had to have all her machinery removed before she could be released.

1869 — As a direct result of the closure of the Cape-Mauritius route she was sold to Palgrave,
Murphy and Company, Dublin with a consequent change in of Port of registry to Dublin. During 1871 -
Sold to Michael Murphy, also of Dublin, and was re-registered to that port the same year under the
same name.

6" November 1872 — Lost off Portpatrick.
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YARD No.3

“KINGHORN?” Later name “NIPHON”
Official No. 52793
Launched 12™ April 1865

From Mercantile Navy List 1867

Name of ship - Niphon

Ship’s no. - 52793

Registered tonnage - 529

HP - 140

Owner - P & O Steam Navigation Company, 122 Leadenhall Street, London.
Port of Registry - London

From David Haws “Merchant Fleets in Detail” - Chapter on the P & O Line

Material hull built of - Iron

Gross tonnage - 695

Length - 223 feet 7inches

Breadth - 26 feet 7 inches

Depth - 16 feet 1 inch

Engine - Single screw, 2 cylinder, horizontal, direct acting
Speed - 10 knots

From an inventory of ships built at Kinghorn and the costings involved drawn up by John Key,
nephew of John Key, shipbuilder.
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This ship was launched as Kinghorn for her builders on Wednesday 12th April 1865 with the christening
ceremony being performed by Hannah Key, daughter of the builder. Following the launch she was
taken to Kirkcaldy for completion. P&O purchased her on the 14th July the same year and renamed
her Niphon, Niphon being an antique spelling of Nippon, ie Japan .

On the 22nd of September 1865 she was officially registered and allotted the official number 52793
and signal letters QDLJ. Four days later, on Tuesday the 26th, a little before 7am, she was towed
from her birth at Kirkcaldy East Pier on the start of her journey to Southampton. On board to enjoy the
occasion were the builder, John Key, and several other gentlemen. However, before clearing the
harbour, a strong wire rope connected with the rigging of the vessel got caught up with one of the large
sheers erected on the pier. These were hoisting apparatus “Klinghorn” Later named “Niphon” used for
masting ships or putting in engines and also belonged to John Key. Before the engines of the “Gem” ,
the steam tug in tow, could be backed, the machinery fell down with a terrible crash giving the workmen
on the pier just enough time to get out of the way. Luckily the machinery fell away from the harbour and
the ship as well as the workmen, escaped harm. After being towed out to the offing the vessel was
freed from the tug and continued on her way to Granton Harbour and from thence she left on her
delivery voyage to Southampton. Unfortunately there was a further mishap en route when she ran
aground near Flambrough Head. On November 1st 1865 she began her maiden voyage which would
take her from Southampton to Alexandria and back. Following this it was time to start work in earnest
and on 16th February 1866 she left Southampton for Bombay, via St Vincent and then on to Hong Kong
to begin sailing on the China coast service plying between Hong Kong, Shanghai and Yokoama.

Less than two years after her arrival in Hong Kong The Nyphon’s career came to an abrupt and
untimely end. On the 23rd January 1868 she struck a reef off House Hill 25 miles south of Amoy and
broke in two the following day claiming the lives of 13 people - two Europeans, five Chinese crew
members and six passengers all of whom were Chinese. Her cargo plus all but one of her mail bags
were also lost.
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From the “Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday 15th April 1865

'GREAT SUCCESS’ OF MR'JOHN KEY— |

LAUNCH OF "ANOTHER VESSEL. -

.. In coréequence of the launch of snother iron. |
sorow sleamer~—the third—from the bailding yard'
of Mr John Kay, Wednesday Jast wagsanother of
thoso brilliant days-which will be long remem-

bered, and long'#tand conspicuous fn connegtion
with the modern history of Kinghorn~—a history
which, since the'erection of the giganticshipbuilding
yard at Abden, promises in very deed to. excel
In point of intereat and importance that of the

ast. Kinghorn' {8’ now beginning .to, wesr &

ifferont aspect tp what it did-but comparstively a
short timo ago; its old ficketty bouses are now

rapidly disappearing, and new and commodious,

: b‘uildin%aro'_being reared in their glm; ita

streets have' now no longer the dull and monoton-
ous appearance 8o long characteristic of the place,
but are on the contrary quite lively and stirring ;
and its inhabitaots 100, eapecislly within the last
pix months or so—for itls onl{ldnri.ng that period
the workmen may be said to have undergone the
“gifting” process and sleady men have eettled
down—havegivenunmistakeable signs of improve-
rent, have indeed aEpea.red to imbibe the same
spirit of progress. This latter fealure was most
Erominant to'all on 'Wednesday, when one would

ave thought tho entire working population of the
town had turned out {o witness and do honour
Lo the noble nnd stately vessal on the occasion of
her being launched from her wooden (f“ willnot
say pesceful) craddle on the shores of the Firth,
into her future home on the rocky deep.

Besides the inbabitants of Kioghorn, many
pecple had come from considerable distances to
witness the launch | and sbout wwo o'clock, the
vumber of spectators present could not have been
much less tharr 3000, if not beyond that, Many
ladies aud gentlemen availed themsslves of the
facility offered by the ordinary trains, both from
the nurth and south to witness the spectacle, and
to sny tho least of it, the elite of the Lang Toun
and veighbourhood turned out remarka Fy well
ou the occasion, bt

The ship was clad in real holiday atﬁ}ﬁ—ﬂaga '

of every colourand hue, and representing perhaps
every wercantile country on the globe, being

strung in gay profusion from her stom to her stern. |

| LU'lus display ol course imparted a boauty entirely-
its owo to the richnoss of the scene aa Lhe vessol
restod on the ways; but now tho approach of
high water indicated that bor time in this posilion
was nearly up, and after some noisy hammering,
away wont the vessel into here destined element
amidst the loud and deafeuing oheers of all as-
sombled, Sho cleared the ways with tor
rapidity thao any of tho otber vesscls which have
yet been lannched from this yard; afler mak-
lng soveral courtoous bows in acknowledgement,
wo shall supposo, of the compliment paid ber by
Lor numerous admirers on tho shors, she wns
brought to a stand still, K

Tho interesting cersmony of christening the
new ship was vory acefu.lii performed by Miss
Hannah Key, daughter of the builder, who E“e
her tho npamo of *‘Kinghorn"—a name which

cortainly appearod very appropriate whoa viewed
in the gongg:t!on subsisting between the vessel
and that town, although many, neverthelees,
seemed disappointed when a flag bearing that
insaription wes' unfurled to the breese, as the
fignrobead—a life-size. and ‘very richly executed
carving of Alexander IIL of Scotland—natur,
ally enough lod many to suppose that ‘she would
have been called after that moparch, . -

Ag the vessel remained for a short time oppe-
site' the berth from which she had beon.so
sucoessfully launched, an oxcellont view was
obtainable of her ontward appearance, her huge.
broadsides being ex nwg ontirely to view
from the buoyauoy with which she lay on the
water. The dimensions of this beautiful scrow
steamer are—oxtreme length 235 foet; length
botwesn ndiculars 220 feet ; beam (moulded)
27 feet ; depth of bold 16 feet, She is built under
Lloyd's special survey to class Alj is 800 tons
burthen o.b,m is lilg ¢ barque rigged, aud has a

full and tg. forscastle. The poop is up-
wudgozrﬁo_ feel.qong, and ip fitted up 1o give ac-

commodation to 40 first class ngers, Here as
elsowhere the furnishings ao oral workmaa-
ship are of the most complete description possible

to conoeive, and affording all the luzunes and
convenienoes of a firet class passenger ahi&

Aftar the launch, a large npmber of the lady
and gentleman ‘spectators adjourned to the large
store-room ‘oonfronting the building-yard, where
they were entertained to an excellent service of

cake and wine by Mr Koy,

From Mitchell’s Mercantile Register 7th March 1868, page 301

Wrecks and Casualties

Niphon - P &0 Company’s steamer, has been lost together with her cargo.

Niphon was totally wrecked off House Hill, 25 miles south of Amoy January 25th. European
boilermaker, gunner and 11 Chinese drowned; cargo all lost.

From Mitchell’s Mercantile Register 11th April 1868, page 469
Official Inquiry
The Loss of the Niphon

A Naval Court was held at Amoy on the 1st, 3rd and 4th February, to inquire into the cause of the loss
of the British steamer Niphon , official n0.53939. The following were the members of the court;-
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W.H.Pedder esq, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul

Lieutenant. and Commander John Pringle of Her Majesty’s steamer Banterer

John Cass esq, Master Merchant Marine and Superintendent of Amoy Dock Company
Captain Ashton, British steamer Yesso

Captain Ferris British steamer Filipino

Evidence having been taken, the following was the finding of the court:-

“The loss of the Niphon is owing primarily to unusually strong indraught, and inaccurate and deceptive
bearings partly owing to wrong delineation of land to the westward on the chart; and secondly to a
mistaken estimate of the distance of the land visible before the ship struck, and the existence of an
unchartered reef projecting from House Hill, the description of which place in “China Pilot” as steep up,
is also therefore open to misconception. After long and careful consideration of the circumstances of
the case, it is held that the commander of the Niphon is exonerated from all blame for her loss, which
was an accident incidental to the night navigation of this coast at this season of the year; that after the
vessel struck there was no possibility of getting her off, or saving her from loss, and that the best
means were then taken for saving the lives of passengers and crew. That the commander was well
supported by the officers of the ship in this service: the chief officer and carpenter remaining on board
with him to the last, till the ship was about breaking in two. And that the commander was warranted in
leaving the wreck in the steamer Fung-Shuey, as there was apparently nothing left to be saved from it,
with any means at his disposal. The court desires in conclusion to express it's high opinion of the praise
-worthy conduct of Lieutenant Anson R.N, a passenger, who at great personal risk made many and
successful attempts to save the lives of the people on board.
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YARD No.4

“GREAT NORTHERN” (“JUDGE KING” at launch)
Official No.
Launched 6™ September 1865

From an inventory of ships built at Kinghorn and the costings involved drawn up by John Key, nephew
of John Key, shipbuilder.

Information from “Shipbuilding and Shipping Record”, 11th April 1946, page 409.

This ship was the first paddler to be built at the yard. The Liverpool company for whom she was built
had intended to use her for blockade running into the Confederate States. However, she was not
completed in time to run the blockade and went instead into the coasting trade. She was unusual for a
blockade runner in that she had provision for 36 first class passengers.
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From “The Fifeshire Advertiser”, Saturday 9th September 1865

LAUNCH AT KINGUORN.

The Isuneb of ssother large lroo plated steamar
Look ptace at Mr Joba Kay's Iron-sbipbailding yisd
« Abdeo, Kioghorn, on Wadoeeday dluarnboo,
The day war most propliloss for Ibe occaslon —at
least 3o a1 sa vitliors was covcerned——ibe weatber
beiog bright and sunny ; and loog betors high maten
whxh waa limed i abowi ball-past (wo o'cleck,
largs nembers of spectators began to srrive from
Kirkealdy, Borsthslaod, Kiaghorn, and surroundlog
dimtriet to witoass the scens, An eiprose iteam-
tog also laaded & pariy of Iadles snd geoilemen Irom
Lalith abost so bosr ptevicos (o ibe lsanad. Thers
belog smple communication betmwen the vessal snd
the stiots, libary wes kindly graoiad to thoss who
dasired 1o go o0 board Lo have their wisbes gratified |
acd large numbers arniled themabolires 91 ikl opponr
taolty of wicbeasiog 18e lnterbidl appesraces aond
condtractie of 1hw vussel, aad e1amiolog ber boga
sogines, bollers, aed other maetinery. Maoy ol tbe
visilors axpressed ibelr sstoalshment alsealng the
beavy ingines and bollers Oited lo while the vessel
wes atill 1o the yard. 'Thls, we Deed nol say coald
ooly bsve baen accomplished by means of the large
travelliog erane recently etected ntroet the Yyard
Tha grest cians ls pow o 1horvogh eorkiog ovdat |
aod as (4 ls the only cos of 1BY htn‘d 1o Beotland —
it least o far 1 12 dimenslons, aad ibe pacallarily
of lu cotatruction ls concerned—{i is worthy of &
passiog word or imo. Tha rails which pess over the
gard are supporied by streog iroo pillara placed sl
s distasce of b4 fest apsri. Ou lhe top of thess
pillara ars lsid beamss of oek ballt some 80 foches
iblek ; and on these agala (s piaced ibe vrase raili
- way 200 leel fn length, The Bointh of 1BE labgh
rossel abost to Do ladndhed were most succesalally
£ Do board byteans ol this eeane, and 1hat 100 »itd
ctomparsiirely litde troable. Thae large waggoa in
whieh the engloes and boilers were coaveyed liom
Kirkealdy 1o Einghora was oomstrueted by order
ol the Norh Britlsh Rallway Company lor the pars;
pose—ihas Increasiag coaslderably the lacllities I
connection with the Abdeu sbipbuildjog yard fok
earrying oo a very sardokive Uddes  Thls treck we
weore told [ sapable of eonveylog along she line the
snormons waight of 50 lons at a Uma, i

Aboui two a'clook, the Boe elavation to the anst
of 1be yard, ibo specioas loft o Ireai, and the ad.
Joinlog groood below, was depsely vrowded with
1peetatach ibers baing close opon 3000 prasdod A4
this time. A :

But pow tbe deafealog clamuar vl banmers told
{bat tbo preparstivas fof ibe Iaupth wefe abowt
complciod ; and bal aDolber wiowis or Iwg bad
clapssd sben sho aartedy Bbe Imaecialely weot
sway wodt bealilifuily off the =ays, notwithsisodiang
ihe ﬁ:us thal were e0iertaioed by many preseut
that sbe might sworve a livle 1o the ons side, aod
come ip cooiact with tbe piliars sapporting 1he
crens railmay abore, wbieh wers ooly olstant from
vhe paddies abost Gre of six focbes By practical
men, bowerer, sho was cooudered guite sale with
regard to the crans. Onming lo the greai weight ol
the vassel sbe went much enliler Irom \bb waps tdaa
any we bare hiherio svop. Ibe workthen lndeed
eugsged takiog onl the keelblocks baving litds time
o a, wheo off sbe went amidai the luad cheor-
ing ol l;ie ‘vasl assemblage of 1pectatorn  Mis Koy

i held the ribboa, sud chrisieced tho vessel Jedps
" Ning (pro tumpory.)

‘Tha Jwdga King hea been exproaaly buaili lor a
Liverpool Luompany, and was otignally loiended aa
a bluchadae tunver, HBbels 1181 tous, old ballder's
measuremont. ller dimensions ary — Leogib bas
\ween perpandiculars, 348 (eet 8 lnches | Deam
(tmoolded), 30 feet| depth (moulded), 14 leet 10
inebes | depid of bold, 14 leet. Bbe has beea Bhied
ap by it brildee with » pair of odettldilog Wogloes,
ol 830 borse-power, with Yho ‘cylioders, 85 laches
in diametery bad Wwilh feathering peddis wheals
of ure moat improred constraction, 24 leei B inches
in diameter, Bhbe hse thes been expresaly ballt
with a view L0 spead ; and she ls axp. 1o steam
at the rate of 15 koots an hoar, Her saloea is an
raoged lor 36 firat-cless passongern bpi I8 oob et
Bsithed. Bba bas a large Bridph p;fa..m with |
berthe for sogineers dvd r, And<&ih 8 “10p-
gallast forwcando Bived ap for 1he nocommodation
of wretr, Wbe laike B1ib aod largest vesenl lacoched
from 1his yard, and the ooly one with paddles

The resssl pressoted 8 most magaifiewnt appeat-
spee oo the waler, which was fadowd a iutject of
general rema.k by revaral of the mors extecsive
sbipowonrs apd oAbére Inierested lo the trade, who
wers proséni [rous a disraoce. Bbo was Immedialely
alior ibe lauoch takeo lo tow by & noam ief for
Qrantoo, where she will remain antl sbe. has beea
thoroughly dnished aod made readj for sea.
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From “The Fifeshire Advertiser”, 12th May 1866

Tie GREAT NORTHERN—A RAPID PASSAGE.
—This splendid ship, belonging to the Liverpool
and Dublin Steam Navigation Company, has
made one of the most extraordinary runs on
record between Dublin and Liverpool. She
passed the Bailey light on Thursday afternoon at
3.15, and arrived oft the Rock light at 11.10 p.m.,
thus performing the passage in 7 hours and 55
minutes.— Liverpool Mercury.—This fine vessel,
we need scarcely inform our readers, was the last
one launched from Mr. Key's shipbuilding yard
at Kinghorn. Only two or three weeks ago we
noticed that in a Channel steam race she made
the passage in twenty-five minutes less time than
the Saint Patrick, hitherto known as the fastest
steamship in the Chaunel. Mr. Key, we think,
may now well claim for himself the honour of
building the fastest steamer in the Channel trade ;
and also the swiftest-sailing screw steamer in the
colonies—the South Australian, launched from
the same yard, having proved herself the latter.
—Fifcshire Advertiser, May 12, 1866.

T
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YARD No.5

“KINGHORN?” later “LEONARDO”
Official No. 52879
Launched 21st October 1865

From an inventory of ships built at Kinghorn and the costings involved, drawn up by John Key,
nephew of John Key, shipbuilder.
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From Lloyd’s Register 1866/67

Entry no. 127

Name of ship - Kinghorn

Description - Iron screw steamer with 5 bulkheads
Built - 1865. Completed October that year
Built by - Key, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 670

Net tonnage - 521

Length - 215.5ft

Breadth - 27.3ft

Depth - 14.9ft

Port belonging to - Leith

Port of survey - Leith

Owner - Gibson and Co.

Master - R. Luckie

Destined voyage - Leith - Rotterdam

From Lloyd’s Register Supplement 1865

150H.P. - All else the same as above

From “The Fifeshire Advertiser”, Saturday 21st October 1865, page 3, column 5.

“Two “LAUNCH” Disappointments ”.
The large iron plated screw steamer, building at Mr. John Key’s yard, Abden for the Leith and
Rotterdam Steam Ship Company, was to have been launched yesterday; but the storm raged so
furiously along this part of the coast, that the “ways” had been washed out to sea and lost, and the
launch has consequently been unavoidably postponed till this (Saturday) afternoon (weather permitting)
at 3 o’clock.
(Note - the second disappointment concerned a “non Kinghorn” ship)

From “The Fifeshire Advertiser”, Saturday 28th October 1865, page 3, column 4.

“LAUNCH OF ANOTHER VESSEL AT KINGHORN”
Another large iron screw steamer - as we anticipated in our last impression - was launched from the
building yard of Mr. John Key, at Abden, Kinghorn, on Saturday afternoon last. The weather being fine
and the day being most affable for the working classes - the public works being all closed, a great
number of people assembled to witness the spectacle. The operation of “christening “ the ship was
successfully performed, the ribbons were held by Miss Key; and the vessel which was named the
“Kinghorn” slipped beautifully off the ways amidst the deafening cheers of all around. The “Kinghorn
has been expressly built for Messrs McGregor and Gibson of Leith, and is destined for the Leith and
Rotterdam trade. Her dimensions are as follows:-
Length over all - 225’
Length between perpendiculars - 217’
Beam moulded 27:
Depth of hold - 15’
Tonnage - old builders measurement - 760
Rigged as fore and aft schooner
Full poop to accommodate 35 first class passengers

Lloyd’s Captains Register 1869

Re the captain of the Kinghorn 1866/67

Robert Luckie

Examined at Dundee 1855 and received Certificate off competency as master no.12,617
Previous ships as master:-

Sea Queen - to Australia 1855-57 - to China and the East Indies 1857-58

Brothers, 12,854 - to Baltic 1858-59

Bonanza, 7,243 - to East Indies 1859-60

Petrobeys, 28,352 - to Mediterranean, Black Sea, Adriatic Sea - 1860

Holyrood, 19,161 - to Mediterranean, coasting trade France south of Brest, Portugal, and Spain outside
the Straits of Gibraltar, Azores --- 1861

Osborne, 44,959 - Coasting Trade - 1864/5

Then Kinghorn 52,879 - Coasting Trade 1865/66
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From ship’s log 1% January 1869 — 30" June 1869 - PRO Ref. BT99/605

Name of ship - Kinghorn

Ship’s No. 52879

Port of Registry - Leith

Port No. 36

Date of Registry - 1865

Registered Tonnage - 454

Voyages - Leith to Rotterdam / Rotterdam to Leith - Once every fortnight.
Managing owner (at that time ) - Donald R McGregor, Woodburn, Edinburgh.
Master (at that time ) - George W Craig

Certificate No. 24.104

Age 42

Address - 10 Medusa Street, Leith.

Had also captained the ship on at least the previous voyage.
Crew

Master

1st Mate ----------—- Norman McCaskell - aged 32

2nd Mate ---------- John Harper - aged 50

Carpenter---------- David Jack - aged 33

Boatswain----------- A Bonder - aged 38

7 x Seamen

2 x Engineers

6 x Firemen

1 x Steward

Extra information from Mercantile Navy List 1871/72

Signal Code - HIVT

Extra information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Master - D Roberts - First entered service with present owner 1873. Appointed to this vessel 1876
Owners - George Gibson and Co., Leith, Midlothian, Scotland

Flag - British

1 Engine built by Rait Lindsay, Glasgow

Underdeck tonnage - 589

Description - Iron screw schooner with two decks

In 1901 had a change of name to LEONARDO. She appears in Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1900/1901
under the name Kinghorn and in the 1902/3 register is recorded as Leonardo.

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1902/3:-

Name of ship - Leonardo ex Kinghorn

Code letters - QDWT

Port of Registry - Genoa

Owner - L. Albino fu. P.

Master - L. Albino - Joined the ship in 1902

Flag - Italian

The Kinghorn/Leonardo was wrecked at Manilla on the 12" March 1914 and broken up.
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The following is a copy of the “Extract from the Registrar General of Shipping and Seamen:
Registers of Changes of Master” (P1.R.0. Ref BT 336/002)
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YARD No.6

“DANE” later “ATLANTICO”
Official No.
Launched 28™ June 1866

From an Inventory of ships built at Kinghorn and the costings involved, drawn up by John Key, Nephew
of John Key, shipbuilder.
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From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1866

Name of ship - Dane

Description - Iron screw steamer, built under special survey and with five bulkheads. Machinery
certified in 1866. 160 HP

Built - 1866 - Completed in June of that year

Built by - Key, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 788

Net tonnage - 536

Length - 227 feet

Breadth - 28.2 feet

Depth - 25 feet

Port of registry - Southampton

Owner - Union Steam Navigation Company

Master - H. Hammond

Destined voyage - Leith - Southampton

Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1869/70

She is still registered as sailing under the name of Dane but in the following edition, 1871/72, she is
registered under the name ATLANTICO.

Extra information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1871/72

Name of ship - Atlantico
Owner - Fonte Bella

Master - T. A. Machado

Port of registry - St. Michelle

Extra information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1877/78

Description - Now had 2 decks and an awning deck
Engines - 2 cylinder, 140 HP
Engines built by - J. Key, Kinghorn
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From the “Fife Advertiser” Saturday 30th June 1866 - Launch of the Dane.

| wABKGH AR kidRORK.

The la¢nsd of BDOALST foe Iryu "sUwW  Wemwpr
Logk place at tba shipbaildiag-yard of oor enterpria-
| ing towosman, Mr John Keyy o5 Tharsday alternoou,

‘The weather was exooediogly faroarabls jor specta-
toai. lbd} . u:fdbm;(' ) lodfrémndlhc slster
A borgha_of . Kirkealdy, Bum v, #ad Dyeart,

EoNed 1o witaom 1be’ otarwilng ‘sight.. 1{ aleo,

i rn‘ e Wemyss, Markiach, sad Fal mmmer.
st -day, ® sooaiderable nonmber of peopla from thess
parishés fhad avalled themselves of "the oppor-’
| tobity for visitlng Kioghorn, wbloh natarally
sovogh | 4 a plensing lodugement W exour-
glonists.  Nevertheless, however, the number of
spectalond was DOl B0 DOMErONS, 88 We bavs sean
pa fornrer ocoasions ; bad an ‘explansiion of the
drosmstascs’ " woold ot be difficalt to find,
Me Kty baving alrtady,” sote’ the commence.
ment of bls exienaive works at Abden, laanched
pa lewer than five suoh vessels; so (bat, ooo-
segoeatly, ibo spectacle, bowever loteresting
.| it may be, bas lost ‘mush.of -its vovelty 1o ihe jo-
:Ihabitanis. of Kioghorn snd the mors immodiate
|{'nedghboarbood, who did not Lard odt near so numer-

o oo this, occaslon.  Amoug . Lho ladies sod
‘geotlemen, bowever, who had assembled in the
yard, we oould obsorve :the following :—Mrs and
Mis Kry, Hickénldy ; the Missca Hutshisoo; Brae-
head ; Mrs Balloar, Bopbulfs; Mise Kay, Path-
head ; Mrs Barclay, Capar; Mry Fiodlaler, !.diu-f
bargh ; Mism Anple Martin, Edinbargh; Mn
|- Malop, Kirkealdy ; Miss Boak, Kirkoaldy; Mis
1| Buwoks Beveridge, Grangebill { Lhe Misses Balmond,
| Kinghoro ;" (be Ml.pu Bmith, Kiaghorn; Mrs J.
‘Cuain, junior, Fathhead ; Mry 4. Koy, Kirkealdy;
tho  Mlsses - Taylor, . Kinghorn ;' Mo . Wylie,
Kioghorn ; Misa Williamson, Links, Kirkealdy, &s.,
&b. Mz Jokn Key (ihe builder)| Oapisin Ham-
| mond {comdsnder)} Provost Bwaa Colonsl Ander-
| wony R.A., commander of forses in Bootland ; Major
Boothby, Adjatant of the Fife Actillary Volunteen $
Mr Alexander 8wan | Mr Baliour, Bowbutts; Hev.
Daolsl - Mackeosie, Kildghorn; Oaptain Biocks
Bav_aridia Grangehlll ; Lieutenant Hepborn; King-
| horn; Mr ‘Duncan MNab, Cupar; Mr John T,

Broaks, Abden ; ,g}r;-'f, Findlater, Kitkealdy; Mr

l}_l-uill:‘ﬂgnir{f' st Bridge; Mr W, L. Whyls,
itkealdy ; 'Mr John Kay,.Kirkcaldy; Mr F,
: 7, Kirkeild ;.:r-rg".!mn()uiu,jan.,?nhb §
1:}' % t}ﬂh,'ﬂ__ caldy j: ¥y Ri- Balmopd, Kirk~:

ddy - A Hopoblags, " Braghsudy - Mr -Jobin

Nitebelly Patbhead (- Me 1Y, Waiaoh, ‘Kirkialdy§
. e With' & varied and beantifol display of
Bug: aqd colours suspended in aa areh foray from ber:
oulbcisl 10 ber steru, tbio vessel had -an exesedingly
beag}iful #pposraes; and’lh the ‘yard ‘to which ln-
‘|'s fow ‘minates fooger, If, all weot. a8 wished, she

‘wid bid adieu, sbe Jooknd jndwd & perfoot modol.,
-'Pﬁl‘ﬂ“r"iﬁ””'%';"”hr“ called forth the
-adaiiralion of wll" particé; wod wai bighly spoken of
by the [nzpaciors 'od " (hy g-ngumi.lr !B:?k;o-,
‘amaf '8 guarigr 1o Lhres o'elock, the tide was
‘oonaldersd At that. polat most lavourabls for
inchiog the. good ship,.and aler soms hoavy.
{bmnmeriag the word waa giveu that all was ready, and
{Abe last wedgo that beld-her to the sbors was
kmocked away, “ On' {lis ‘Brsf_élgns of motion Miss

Laabiglls” Hatobigon of Brachead, who was satrasted
vu%a i m‘fﬂ '6f '1ba, yessal, pacformed that
duyy.. most : srilatloally — ths ‘bottle . besaking [o
huodred pieces on Lhe 1208 Of - Lhe - #aip, whioh
::u_wviug"l ber namip—iho “ Dane”—~bosnded
[ ik _;hitl}_‘ of ife ad light” inlo' e Forth, when
« madi bovaial graseful bows (hit Tidleated that all
L ,hmu\r“ﬂn-l'h“ the lagngh had b&&ﬂ another
‘otiplels sncoess, ---?:iei&rm el:mring ross from the.
L. ~0a- every side ‘ay Lha vessel sped awa
;t ugh 'the" wilter, ‘throwig ' up a innﬁrﬁﬁ orr
bite fonm Lehlad her, Two' tugs, which weve
il I .:.rﬂ-m‘.hnﬂnllpl'l)' fuvh ke Tosse|
lo wm. lo. Kirkcaldy, whers her salooa and other

i e s 2 e e

iptetior work ‘will- ba cowmploted icue Lo leavi
érﬁugfm‘pm, 4 Oomplated prov saviog

. AlLt LD8 lsaneq Bir Bey, W) OIF ENArASIAMALL
liberality, enteriaiced & Inrge number of the lsdies
4nd geotloman pressol to- so -exoellent servios of
ciks hod wioe ia the loft In"front of the ballding-

yard. RICTr i

. Havlng called on the company to Bl aa overflow-
Ing bumper, Provost 8wan said it sBorded him moak
pleasare to be prasent as & witness al the interesting
proeeediogs whieh bad been 20 suocosafully comsum«
mated. He bad no doobt bat the * Dune” woald give
Fvod:qlllfutlpu, a1 wll ‘the other' veassls launched
rom b Abdin yard bag dobe ; ‘and ha hoped tha}
'Mr Key woald bs long spared, o bulld masy more
soch noble- shi (Loud chesrs.) He had great
pleasurs ‘in uuf: ‘00 the company to drink ' Boos
oom to Lbe Dave,”" whish was oow on ber way b
Birkoaldy Oarbour ; miy shie never ruo on a rock,
(Cbeers and lsugbter)) The Provosl thea pare
ibe toast, which was. reeponded to with great
Ilil]'llﬂlllﬂ. “ anina - kg "

.. Me J. T. Brouxa of Abden then proposed ihe
hoalth of Mr Key, who, he said, was a right good
fellow, and desarvieg of & cosiinaance of the groas
‘soocess which his eolerprising efforis as a shipbuilder
had received, (Cheers.) Ie hoped that maoy more
‘ships would yes tollow tbe ** Dane" from the Abden
abiphulldiog yard, (Great choeriog.)

The toast was drunk with all tbe hocours.

Mr Kxv. then thanked tbe company for the very
enthoaiastio way whioh they bad drunk o bia heslth
and the soovess of tbe ‘* Daoce," aod said that w
lxoneb-ito bhim was aiways = matter of greal im-
portance, but especially so waa that Lbe case ou the
prostot oocasion, when be had laguebed weblp to
carry bor Majeaty's mails. (Loud cheers.)

Baveral dilier toasts followed. Mr A, Swan pro-
posed * The Ladies,” which he coupled with the
health of Mis [sabolls Hotohison—the youog lady
who had s0 sucoemafolly porformed the cbristeniog
sersmony, Mr Key propossd ihs bealih of Caprain
Hammond, the commander of the ' Dage;" Lo whioh
Captaio Hammood replied, by remaerking that
long as the vessel was under Lis obarge it woold
ever ba bis duty, he oould amsare the Provost, o
stear bor elear of rocks. (Cbeers.) Mr Balfour, ia
a very svitable spoech, gave the bealth of Mra Key
and the proceedings terminated by the Rev. Dagiel
Mackensie proposiog '* The Workmeo"—de M'Coll,
manager of the yard, repiying 1o s laiier,

The * Dans” at pressnt fies at (he Easl Pier,
Klikealdy, and will remain thers until the improves
went on ibe dosk-gates bss been ocompleted,
mhieh -is expeotad to be socemplished i & few
days a1 moat,  Blie bas & magoificenl appesrance.
Her dimevmons are—Laogih ower all 240 fest;
beam (moalded) 28 faer; depth (moalded) 17}
foet; depib of bold 164 feet, Sbe is B8O Lons
o,8.8., o Hied up with horisontal direot wotiog
eogioes of 160 borme powsr (made Al Whyibaok
Engioe Works), nod bar sccommodstion for 400
passengers. Bha is brg-rigged, and ber fore and
maln wasts are madn of lrou. The "“Dauve’ 1 in the
higheat elase at Lloyd's, baiug clasesd 4 A 1,
and - is tha  property of ke Uuaiou Sunml

3

Narvigation Company, Bosthampion. She will carry
ber Majesty's malls betweon the Maorilins and ihe
Island of Ceylon in India; sod from the verivalied
porformancs of ber predeceasar, tho Great Northern,
oot o apeak of the Booth Aoatralian, we hare good
readon to hops that tha V' Dasa” will fully reslise Lbe
mest. aoguice antislpations of ber baikder a0d |
gwoers, and wsustaln the well.merited reputstion i
which Mr Key has won for Abdeq shipbuilding yard.
The * Dans,” we lilievs, is the largest veasel which
trer entared phe harbour of Kirkcaldy.

Mr Koy, we observe, has already laid the basu of
aoother screw-steamer, the largest which he bas yot
attempted © ahe is 804 feat over all, sod will be 1788
loos (0.b:m.) borden, A0D I6d DP WK #1000 J0N
unerage sosommadntion for 700 passengers
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Extra information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1877/78

Description - Now had 2 decks and an awning deck
Engines - 2 cylinder, 140 HP
Engines built by - J. Key, Kinghorn

Dane - (Dane 2 in the Union Steamship Company fleet) was built in 1866 and registered by the owners
on June 28th as a replacement for the Dane (1) on the Cape Town to Mauritius service. When the
service was discontinued in 1868 the ships on the route, including the Mauritius also built at Kinghorn,
became surplus to the company’s requirements although the Dane did operate on Cape mail service in
1869, probably as an “extra” steamer. The Dane was sold in 1870 to Fonte Bella of St Michael’s in the
Azores who renamed her Atlantico. Her career ended in 1878 when she foundered off the Azores.
(Information obtained from the section dedicated to the Union Steamship Company on the Red Duster
web site (http://fp.redduster.f9.co.uk/UNION6.htm))
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YARD No.7

“GREAT NORTHERN”
Official No.
Launched September 1866

Launched September 1866

Other information

Date of completion September 1866
Type of ship — cargo

Gross tonnage 889 tons

Flag U.K

40




YARD No.8

“TRAVANCORE” (“SULTANA” at launch)
Official No. 60817
Launched 29 August 1867

From an inventory of ships built at Kinghorn and the costings involved, drawn up by John Key,
nephew of John Key, shipbuilder.
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From Lloyd’s Register of shipping 1876/77

Name of ship - Travancore

Ship’s No. 60817

Description - Bg., iron

Built 1867

Built at Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 1903

Net tonnage - 1172

Under deck tonnage- 1879

Length - 281.6 feet

Breadth - 35.5 feet

Depth - 27.8 feet

Engine - 350 HP

Engine built by - Humphries, Tennant and Co., London
Port belonging to - Leith

Owner 1876/77 - P & O Steam Navigation Company
Master 1876/77 - W Andrews

Vessel launched 29:Aug:1867

Sailed from Granton 16:May:1868

Owned by Peninsula and Steam Navigation Company.
Spar decked

Brig rigged

Iron lower masts

Saloon fitted up for 90 1st class passengers
Second cabin for 50 2nd class passengers

Cost of vessel - £38,799 : 1s: 3d

Cost of engines - £5793 : 10s : 10d
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Information on the launch of the Travancore (named Sultana pro tem) Fife Advertiser Saturday

31st August 1867

Thursday Jast witnessed
3t tloew Ane lroaiplated !
Me Jobn Key's bullding y8 4 ¥, Abden, In the
Immediate vicinlty of Kinghoth, has now become
Justly famed. This vessel, w is not only by =
long way the hl‘ﬂ“‘ ]!ﬁ bnﬂl ab A.bden, bat which
{v considerably larger than any of the fron.pluted
claes  of steamers yet bullt In the ¥irth of
Fl)rth, was Iuid dorn. it abould bao ns
Yiced, by the enterprislog bullder alent
twolve months ago, with a view to kmplng the
hands In employmeot at & time when the trad was
in a very depressed and languid state, All things
considered, therefore, the undertaking on the part
of Mr Key must be regarded as equally as nitiia nr
thn dppeatatck of bt thdgtifcent tesshl whict, was
launched from his yard on Thursday sfermoan, [t
Is not, and our readers will corroborate ths remark,
avery builder who would or could have laid down &
ship, especlally one of the dimenslons of the vias!
now under our notlee, for the good of his workmen s
and therefure all the more praise s dus ts5 M, Kov
in that, while e had the abillty, he had shown in N
most striking manner that he had the will
and wheraver 8 shipbuilder or other extinsive
employer of Mr Key's stamp s met with, e net
only Immensely benefits those in his juigydint
employmonty byt h[]' good Influeges fs fyly by »
¥hole comminity in s rariety of ways, In nﬁr of
which that influence s more or less telling. Mo
wonder, therefors, that the success which has
all’.lr_'rh.im’ Mr Key since first he commenged alip
building at Kinghorn should have been watehied
with an unflagging Interest ; and no wonder that,
after & period of unbroken activity at tho yard, wil
unbounded prosperity enjoyed by the comuiuity
in consequence, the fervent wish of all aliould to
that success might long continue to smile oo the
oxertions of the energotic shipbullder, and that as
a well-wisher froas scrosa the Atlantic lm;--d,‘ ey

| might soon find an owner in & good market for the
[ nuble craft which has just been brought to
| perfection.  That ho may exchaoge her for
a remunerntive price ls the desire of il
and such & market ma{! not at the present
timo, whon =& demand for vessela of Ler

and capabilities may be said to hava epruny up
| consequeny upon  he putfiting of en’ expedi-
ton to Abyssinlk, be very diffficulk. to ob-
taln.  From her site, no less the fabt that
the style in which she s built specially combincs
speed with great carrying powérs, and with tho
most ample accommodatioh for passerigers afid thelr
luggage, besides  heavy cargo, she would be in
every respect most admirably fitted for a Govern
meot transport.  Bome Idea of her capabilitics na s
tranaport vessel may be formed when we mention
that aho has accommodation for about 1000 troops
and horses, with plenty of room for the necessary pro-
visions for & loug voyage. According to Cuatomy’
measurement sbe s pearly three times larger thun
|any vessel yet built at the same yard. Her
dimensions are—Leogth brer all, 305 feet ; ditto

| batween perpendiculars, 280 foet ; breadth of beam,
35 feet 6 o ; depth In hold to maln deck, 20
| feet ; depth 1o hold to spar deck, 28 feet. Bho is

1900 toos gross register (Customs), 1 brig rigged,
has iron masts and bowaprit, Improved screw ateer-
lug geag and wire rigging; with garboardd odtside
of ship. Bhe 1s fit Up with Hocidoutal direct
acting engines, with double oylinders, each 84 Inches
in diameter, aud connec with which are four
boilers and twelve furnaces—ber engines being 400
nominel horsepower, or 1309 actual or indicatu!
When finished, sccording to the plan at present
being earried out, she will bave sccommodation for
100 first and 100 second-olass passengers ; and for
the comfort of the former the salooun has been
fitted up in polished mahogany, and lighted with
olectro plated lumps, arranged so as to iluminate
both the saloon and state rooms st the sawme time,
Tesides passeogers and loggage, this magnificent
steamet can tarry 1800 toos of cdrgo, atid laa
accommudation Io bunkers for 500 tons of coal.
Ghe is bullt on the clipperliner principle, and
arranged, as we have already stated, specially for
speed combioed with great carrying capacity, Bhe
ia expected to steam at the rate of 13} knots per
hour,

From the “Fife Free Press”, Friday, May 16th, 1969

“The “Travancore” was launched at Kinghorn in August 1867. It was a screw steamer with three decks
and two masts; brig-rigged, elliptic stern, clench built and having a female figurehead gracing it's bows.
It's dimensions were 281 feet long, 35 feet broad and 27 feet of depth in the hold. The gross tonnage
was 1899, it registered 1185 tons. The two engines were direct-acting, 400 h.p. types.

John Key and Son, makers of the engines had their yard at the Invertiel end of Kirkcaldy”.

Extra information from the Mercantile Navy List and Marine Directory 1872

International Code - HGRS
Port and year of registry - London 1868
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Information on a trial run of the Travancore from “The Times” 12th June 1868

The “P. and O.” Fleet - The latest addition to the splendid fleet of steamships owned by the Peninsular
and Oriental Company - viz., the Travancore, a vessel built and engined by My John Key of Kirkcaldy -
was taken out for a trial on Wednesday. She left the Southampton Docks at 11.30 am, proceeding
direct to Stokes Bay, where one run was made on the measured mile, and then steamed round the Isle
of Wight, returning into Southampton water at six o’clock, and the London portion of the visitors left by
the 7.15 pm train. The Travancore is a screw steamer of 400 horse-power nominal (indicated power
during the run, 1405); her gross tonnage being 1899.5, and registered ditto, 1185; length, 281ft. 6in.;
breadth of beam, 35ft. 5in., and depth of hold, 27ft. 8in. Her true mean speed when on the measured
mile, with a strong southerly wind blowing, was 12.245 knots; steam, 24lb.; vacuum, 24in,; revolutions
of engines, 59. She had 754 tons weight of coals, water, and stores on board, and her draught was
16ft. 6in. forward, and 18ft. 2in. aft, the mean being 17ft. 4in.

The Travancore , which is commanded by Captain R. Methven, one of the oldest officers in the service,
leaves to-morrow with the outward India, China, and Australian mails, and on her return from this
voyage she will be despatched to the other side of the Isthmus of Suez for service on those stations.

Scene aboard the “Travancore” (London lllustrated News)

From List of Ship’s Registers Opened and Closed - PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR

April 1880 Registers closed:-
Travancore

60817

Port of registry - Leith

Built at Kinghorn, Fife 1867
Net tonnage - 1172

Gross tonnage - 1903

Horse power - 350
WRECKED - 8:March:1880
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Various telegrams regarding the wrecking of the “Travancore” taken from Lloyd’s List, 9th, 10th,
11th, 12th, 16th, 31st March and the 6th and 15th April 1880.

March 8th, Brindisi - “Travancore” - The Peninsular and Oriental Company’s steamer “Travancore”, with
the homeward Indian mail, which left Alexandria on March 5th, has grounded near Otranto, owing to a
dense fog. A steamer has been despatched to her assistance.

March 9th, Brindisi - “Travancore” - the passengers and mails from Peninsular and Oriental Steam
Navigation Company’s steamship “Travanacore” have arrived here, and will go forward by special train.

March 9th, 8.27am, Brindisi - “Travancore” - Mails, passengers arrived 8am Tuesday. Mails leave for
London at 9am. Half gale sprung up from NE. Tuesday 2am - fear there are not hopes of saving ship or
anything out of her.

March 10th - “Travancore” - The following telegram has been received by the Peninsula and Oriental
company from their agent at Brindisi:- “Otranto, March 8th, 9pm - now leaving here in small steamer
with mails (homeward bound), passengers and baggage, ex “Travancore, and hope to reach Brindisi by
4am tomorrow (Tuesday). “Travancore” went ashore in thick fog at 3 o’clock this morning (Monday) at
Castro Bight, south of Otranto, 16ft of forefoot gone, 17ft of water in fore and main holds; commenced
daylight throwing cargo overboard, but very little hope of saving ship. Left a steamer alongside
“Travancore”, and as soon as | have landed mails and passengers at Brindisi will return to ship”.

March 11th, Castro, near Otranto - “Travancore” - Same position, still blowing strong from north, sea
breaking over steamer. Opinion here if wind comes strong from SSE or E she will break up. Divers can
work when it is perfectly calm. Wired Venice to send them if considered worth while to break out and
save damaged cargo.

March 14th, Noon, Brindisi - “Travancore” - Received following from Castro Friday - “All cotton, oilcake
on shore out from saloon - Saturday - Strong wind, high sea, cannot work on board. - Divers leave
tomorrow for wreck.

Wednesday March 31st - “Travancore” - A letter from the P&O states that a contract has been entered
into between the company’s representative and Mr. Borzone, of Stezzia, to salve the cargo ex
“Travancore” for a payment of 35% of the nett value landed at Brindisi. The company’s representative
reports that if the weather keeps fine there is a fair prospect of a large portion of the cargo being
recovered.

Tuesday 6th April - “Travancore” - The following is a copy of telegram received from Captain Angove,
the P&O company’s representative re the cargo of the “Travancore” - “Brindisi, April 5th - salving cargo
progressing favourably. 600 baled to present date.

Thursday 15th April - “Travancore” - The P&O company report that up to April 11th 753 bales of cotton,
16 bales of silk, 29 bags of gum, 2 bags of wax, and 1 cask of oil has been salved ex “Travancore”,
under the agreement with Signor Borzone.

From the Times 11"

March 1880 page 14, column C.

The Loss of the Travancore:-

The Peninsular and Oriental steamer Travancore is rapidly breaking up. The mails and passengers
were transferred to the Italian steamer Bari, and were taken to Brindisi. Every exertion is being made to
save the cargo, but as the vessel is going to pieces, no hope is entertained of saving either the ship or
the cargo. The English mail will be due in London on March 12th.
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The Times 13" April 1880 - Wreck Commissioner’s Court, 12" April 1880 - The Travancore

| Bessloy were tho assessors, Gt |
This was the case of a total loss of a Peningular and
j| Oriental Company's boat. iBhe Travancore was an iron
| steamship of 1,172 tons net ‘Yégister. Sha left Alexandria
| on the 6th of 'last month bouud for Brindisi, She bad a
| crew of 108 bunds; and ‘was carrying 57 pawmengers and
about 1,000 tons of gencral cargo, chiofly cotton. At mid-
night of the 7th of March the second mate came on deck,
| the captain having gona below at 11.' At 40 minutes past
| 12 the Santa Maria Light was one and. s-half points on the
pors bow, the vessel steering N. 13deg, 'W. by standard
comgmn. This position was reported by tho secand ‘mate
to the master, who ordered the ship to bekept on the'same
course uutil the Otranto light was sigited. At 2 30 the
Santa  Maria light dm;:reuai Thersupon the second
mate called the waster and informed bim that he thought
$he weather was becoming hary. In'a few minutes the
captain came on deck. No light was then visible,  The
belm was ordered to be ported first ooe point and after-
wards two points..  The captain went below for the purpose
of consulting his charta, He came on deck again in a few
mioutes, and almust immediataly sawland on the portbeam.
Anorder was then given to pors again, out' the sbip struck
on some sunken 8 and rewaived tast. Water was re-
ported in the fore hold, and tha vessel beginning to heel
over to starboard, the boats were pot out and the pas-
sengers and mails were put on shore. The captain, officers,
and crew remained with the ship till the evening, when, as
sho was full of water, they abandoued her. - She has since
become a total wreck, though a portion of her eargo has
. e Costurie in gi demet, sald

T MMISSIONER, giving judgment, sai

that the causs of the ship's stranding ‘EI pﬁ!ect!;' clear,
When ths second’ officer saw the Binta Maria light he
reported it bearing N. G0deg. W.. Ths second officer bad
said thig was the trus bearing, and 'that he gave it to the
captain as such. ' The clgh.in, however, said that ascording
to the practice on board bis ship be supposed this to be the
bearing by the standard compass, and as thers was on this

©OUISS & WeaLorly v o0 of 8 s deviation of elg
ints, the true bearing was N. 68deg. W., and accordingly
E:ordemd the vessel to bu. kept on her ~course. Now, if
the slip was placed N. 50deg. W. and & course laid
N. 15deg. W., it would take ths ship ashore at Castro, or &
little' south of it. The casmlity arose from a mistake
between the master and second mate, the master supposing
the bearing was given by the standard compass, the mate
baving reduced it to the trus bearing. 1f the vessel was
really where the master thought she was, there was no
barm in the course pursued provided the weather kept

clear. The Court was of o i.niuzl:;a;nmggr. that as't
second officer had only jol at bay, and it was his
first voyage with the captain, and he was not a persn to
inspire much confidence in his akill and sbility, the master
was not justified in remaining below, but should have gane
up and himself verified the bearings of the light. When
the master came oo deck he found a fog so thick that,
ing to the look-out man, he could not ses more than
half a ship's 1 ahead ; and, according to the captain’s

| account, be could not sce the shore 50 yards off,' The vessel

was then going full speed, or: about ‘11 knots. ' The master

| eontinued at full speed without troubling to take s cast of

the lead, and for this be was much to blame. Thb shi
pught not to have been kept on Ler course, aad her|
ought to kave been slackened. Both tbe master and second
officer were in default; the master for having left the sole
control of the ship $0 an inexperienced officer, and bacause
be did nok come on' deck” when ths Santa Maria light was
reported, becanse,  when be did como on deck, be did
not slacken speed or take a -cast of the: lead. The second
mate was greatly $0 blama for reporting |
the light as true conkrary to thecustom which prevails
Peninsular and Oriental service, and, as tha Coort believed,
on all other lines. : By his conduch be had certainl isled
the masser and  conduced, to the casaalty.  Seei
very valuable vessel_had heen lost and the lives of il on
d risked, the Uourt ordered the cerlificates both of the
r and second officer pended foz three moaths.
. M'Connell appeared for the Solicitor to the ‘Board of
(Mr. W. Murton) ; Mr. Pellard for the 3 Mr.
Clazkson for the owners. - SHE S

R |

Lloyds Register showing “Travancore” and her last yoyage before being wrecked
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Copy of the Wreck Commissioner’s report into the official investigation into the loss of the

Travancore.

)

 88. “TRAVANCORE,” (F6&

© The Merchunt Shipping Acts, 1854 to 1876,
Ix the matber of the formal investigation held at
. Westminster, on the 12th of April 1880, before H.
C. Rommeny, Esquire, Wreck Commissioner, assisted
by Rear-Admiral Prckaro, R.N., Oaptain Brastey,
and Captain Fonster, as assessors, into the circum-
stances attending the stranding and of the

Bth March last, near ’Qppe_O
passage from Alexandria 16

The Court, having carefully inquired into the circam-
stanees of the above-mentioned shipping casnalty, finds,
for the reasons anmexed, et e’ O

1. That the stranding of the Said vessel was due fo
her having been kept by the muster on & course too far
to the west, in the belist that the bearidg given'to him
by the second officr of the Santa Maria Light was tho.
compass bearing, instead of its being. as it was, the trae.
hearing. it =

2. Tiat the vourse steered, before the Sanfa Marin
Light was sighted, was a proper’ course; but that the
course steered, after it was sighted; was not & proper
COuTEE, ; WA SRR DLl

3. That the master was not justified in remaining be-

arc to blame for the casnalty.

For these wrongfal acts and defaults the Conrt orders
the certificates of the said Robert Scott, and of the said
Melbourne Denny Bloth, to be suspended for thres

months. ; : ;
Dated this 12th day of April1880. -

: (Signed).  H.C. BOTHERY,
oy Wreck Usmmissioner.
We concur in the above repork. e
~ {(Bigned) %ﬁﬁms‘i._:

(et g o

April instant, when Mr. McOoiinell

bfil;:pmduu@d-_ 08 ]
examined, Mr. McConnell asked the opinion of the Court:
upon the following questions:— e ats
1. What was the cause of the stranding
Va0 L RS e L ERSE
%2, Whether a proper course was seb and steered
Liefore and after Santa Maria Tight was sighted.
£ 8. ‘Whether the master was justified an remaining
‘belew, and ordering the conrse he did to besteered, after
the Santa Maria Light was sighted ? % g
‘4, Whether the master was justified in. neglecting.
to slacken spoed and use thelead?
5. Whether the vessel was navigated with proper
‘aud semmanlike care? s
“©8. Whether the master or officers, or either of them,
igin default?” : Ry
_ Mr. MeConnell algo stated that in the opinion of the
Board of Trade ™ the certificates of the master, and of
*' the second officer, shonld be dealt with.” *
- Al parties, ay well as the second officer, who was ot

no further evidence to produce.  Mr. Clarksor
that he had no observations 6 meke, there
‘charge against his parties. Mr. Pollard addressed

1,967. 380. 100.—4/80. We 4. E. &S

co

i . - G Ex PR o _--_..:; (Tenae
~ British steamship ““ Travancons,” of Teith, en the

whilst on her requisite.

point; but sesing

Board of Trade, Mr. Clarkson for the owx :
Pollard for the master of the *“ Travancore.” Four wit:
" negses havin ‘the Board of Trade and

‘that she had gr

only ab

represented by counsel or solicitor . .M.w-gqﬁqd :

Lourt un bebalt of the master, the Second officer was
heard on his owa bekalf, and Mr. MeConnell having re-
plied for the Board of Trade, the Conrt procesded to give
Lp_iifgmen; on the guestions on which its opinion
fje;aﬂep asked. . The circomatances of the cose are .as
Voo st SR

. The “‘ Travancors,”” which wia an iron screw steam
ship of 1,903 tons gross, and 1,172 net regisher, and was
fitted with engines of 350 horse-power, and which was
one of the m_gu]m’: mnil packets in the service of the
Peninsuls and Oriental Steam Navigation Company,
left Aloxandrin on the 5ih of March last for Brindisi,
having a crew of 108 hands all told, 57 passengers, and
about 1,000 tons of cargo, consisting” principally. of
cotton. 'Shiﬁ was, :ﬁ'hrb ﬁulli;"lin firsk rafe condition,
bmng_ -amply provided wit tg, pumps, and every

: FG%I‘SJG age, and her _cr;;m Pm, hf'wliiclj-.
she bad four, being 1n good order- At 6.80.0.m of the
7th, when nbreast of Stamphani Island, the master luid
West couse by standard compass,
abont North 33° West true,
nt 18%, namely 10° West for
for deviation of the com-
tha Tho abject of the master wa to
ﬁz_'_ahuut_. a mile outside of Cape Otranto, the practice
eing to sigmal to the shore at that point. so that o
i?éln:?i‘&m_._ might be senf fo Brindisi to have the frain
ready for the mails and passengers on the steamer’s
arrival. The same course was continued . throughout
tﬁa'_.d::.% namely, N. 15° W, by standard compass, or
N. 83° W. trus ; and at 11 p.m. the caplain went balow,
the weather ab the time being e and cléar, the sen
perfectly smooth, and with little or no wind: At mid-

variation, and abon
pass on that conrse.

low, and ordering the course he did to be steered, after ﬁﬁht.thq.mma- offiver cume on decl and took charge,
the Santa Maria Light was sighted. =~ and about 40 minutes afterwards, and whilst the vessel
4 ii:hﬁt the mmtgr-wa_s gnn;‘;ux’c:tfliledlln ﬂce%zuhé_ tg- TWea- st ensthe suie oottee; Santa: MArd Ticht was
zo at full speed, and in not nsing: the lead after } observed, bearing acoording to the sacond oficr ab
come on deck snd had found that & fog had seb in, and g poink and o ;Eﬁ e A R el w:“ng
when he was ignorant of his true position. ] : vted 5 A
5. That the vessel was nob navigated with proper and LS
seamanlike care. - o oo ortheeompess bearing. ~As u fact he re i the trmo
6. That Robert Seott, ‘the master, and Melbourne hearing; bub the master sapposing it t6 b the compass.
Denny Blott, the secon ‘officer, of the *“ Travancore B T Ol'&ﬁ]‘eﬂ the: vessel by bo Kept on the sama oot

e til they should make Cape Otranto Light.
At 1,50 a.m. Santa Maria Lig ‘:ré*'a are fold, bore four
points on the port bow, but at 2.30 a.m. it disappeared,
upon which the sscond mate went below and roported
the fact to the master, telling him ab the same timo
that the westher wos hecoming thick.  Shortly nfter-

aptain came on deck, and in reply to his

ld by the second officer that the light,
bore 8. 72°W.  Finding that the weather
and that no lights could he seen,

“had becom 22y, and i !
thie master ordered the helm to be ported n point, and

soon afterward he'ordered it to be ported snother point
to fake her forther off the shore, but the vessel was
still kept at full speed, making 11 knots an hour, The
master theri went beldw to consult. his charts, and on
T 5 about & minufe or two afrer
ardered the helm to be sgain p

on the port beam, he af once directed the helm to b
ut hard aport, and whilst she was answeting her helm
the vessel struck. iecovate

Tt was soon afterwards discovéred
she had grounded on e flati rock in the Bight of
Castro, inside Point Macoarone, and about nine miles
b0 the south of Cape Otranto, and that her bows were
only about 50 yards, and her stern only about 100 yards
from the shore: Orders ware at orice given to get ont
the boats ; and atabont 4 a.m., se‘el_ng & the vessel was
then making water fast, and that she had a strong list
to stnr.bmmi, it was desmed expedient to land the pas-
sengers and mails, which was done; the master and
erew, however, remuned on board to try to geb her off.
All their efforts;, however, proved nnavailing, the only
result being to cause her to make water more rapidly;
and a6 5 p.m. the same day, finding that ehe had then
17 feet of water in the hold, 16 was determined fo aban-
don her, and by 7 p.m. they had all left her and gone
ashore. They refurned to her the following day, and
althouph they ultimately succeedad in suving a portion
of the eargo, they were unuble to get the vessel off, and
she became a total wreck, but fortunately without any
losa of life. ] ]

These heing the facts of the case, the first question on
which our opinion kas been asked s What was the
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¢ oause off.he _ofthe vessel s and fo. this we man whotal&ushh&t ‘conld not see move than haif
s}m]l'hs.ve no difficul tu.mmgananswar It has  the ship's length off'; mwi ‘even the captain stated, that
batadthat, Whemt'hesecouduﬁiaatreporbe& _ when the vessel fool the ground they could not see the
the Sanﬁu rin Light to the captain, he told bim thay land it was only about 50 yaras from the hows,
it bore N. 50° W., but without telling him w ~it and hout 100 yerds. from the vessel's stern. Tn our
‘svas the trie or the comp ass benring. T¢ was in fact opinion the master hal mnghﬂo driving the vessel
ithe true beaving, but tha._ aster sup] ; s at the rate of 11 lmots sn_ hour through o foz so dense
\the compass bearing, and o 1 that they could nos saemoreﬂmn a0 :mrds off, he being
o be kept on her “eonrse N, 50° W. by standard ¢om- i the same fime to of the vessel's cs!mon
. which as we have seen wns equmalent to about  except by what he had been tol by & young o

537 W, true. If, however, we place the vessel na whom he had vary]:&h}n onal know. , and whu
%azﬁmthsmlfaq i t(bemngl{._-sy_f trug/dis-  soems have (aken so interest in the uties of the
tant 27 aAnce b 0 lenow whe mthepmnhceonbmd
compass ng, In onr
oy greatly to blame for not
il taken & cast of the lead,

-atm,: the mnater d&ck at 2.5 am., it would
fully account for the \reaml hamg ran a.uhera'msufe of _-;;
'Hmwonel’nm :

inﬂ-wm-n
Thﬁ' nexj; quast‘;mn Whlch wo ﬂlr ¥ askeﬁ lﬂ, _

wmﬂnlikacare?” *suammnropmwn s
- The sixth guestion upon which our opinion is as.ked
4 S BP0 er course wag set and * Whether thamm'crnﬂinexs, or either of them, is
Slimta Maria Light was sig . “4in defanlf P We think that the master is to hla.me_-
‘ssen that tho courso steered from Stamphani Ishnﬁ for not coming when the Sunta Maria Light wos
‘and unkil they sighted the Sunta Marin I:}%hﬁ was first reported to h order to satisfy himself as to its
N. 152 W, l:ry standard compass, equivalent fo 83° W. : 'ni;,_.ami. ving relied ent aly
true, which would be & proper course, for, if made good . hota he
it would take her near to but clear of Cape Otranto
a5 the woathor was claar ‘and fine, the sen smooth,
no wind, there iz no reason why that course should.
have been steerad. Again, if the vessel had
the master supposed her toba, when Smﬁ&m
was first reported to him, namel with
ing N. 50° W. by aﬁwﬂ,s.r&
‘equivalent fo N. 68” W. true, a
‘tion and deviation, the gonrss
continued, for the (5

%a S h'
; oun&’ﬁhah uth.wk fag hmi seb
he =ame time fotally ignorant of the

( slﬁzun (As regards the second mate, we
: for having ‘reported to the

s withoat telling him that

variable practica to give tho
> master 1o reduce it

ha»lf' on the por!

conrse, and m ont

‘ashore neariOastro,
The-thi_,;:‘d uestion on which o

! master *m ':uattﬁeﬂ
S cht

ta.na b repomng Ll.\e tmo ha{mng. Is is to this: mtstake

e, that the casuslty is mainly to be attributed.

i harge has _mmle agquhﬂmmw:cr or
g OBAE mnyt z that occarred
o s
‘iittie perrao.ugl knowledge

the vessel at Bombu. and judei {
which he gave his engenoe hei 1ano?§l- perE .umﬁa mc-haa -baen bmaght

1o inspire any ve abounhdmcamhiqskﬂ or ability. anpuni ‘Here is & splendid mail
1y woﬁlllc-i khe{efo%ﬁve heen better if, instead of ralying ofpmmem i) M
on the report of this yoang man, the ‘master bad, when ~ and entirely lost |
the light was first re gone on deck and satisfied O

hunaeﬁf of its position and bearing ; and all events he

ghould have ascertained wﬁnu.t. 4 doubb whether 'bhs
second officer was reporting the true or the compass
‘Dearing of the light,

The next question npon. wh).ch ur opinion i
8 “ Whether the master was jusi;iﬁ&d in neglecting i
“ glacken speed or use. thelead ?” Solong,

‘the weather continued clear, there would be 1o nacessity
4o slacken awd.ortuke @ cast of the lead, for the lights
~wonld show him his trne/position ; butwhen he cameon
declk ufter half-past 2, fouud that tho fog had set”
“in, and that nolights weravmble, itwas his duty to have
slaoknnaﬂapaeﬁmd taken o caaﬁufﬂmlead in order to
‘aseertain his frue posilion,  That the fog was very

‘at the timeis clear from the evidence of the Took out
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YARD No.9

“SCOTLAND” (Launched as “ABDEN”)
Official No. 62293
Launched 7" September 1869

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1870/71

Name of ship - Scotland

Description - Iron screw steamer, spar decked with 5 bulkheads. 500H.P.
Built 1869 - Finished in September of that year.
Built by - Key, Kinghorn

Tonnage - 2057 -1257

Length - 304.1 feet

Breadth - 37.9 feet

Depth - 27.6 feet

Port of survey - Leith

Port belonging to - Leith

Owner - J. Key

Master - Pinhey

Destined voyage - Liverpool - India

From the “Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday 11th September 1869

LAUNCH AT KINGUHORN OF THE
LARGEST VESSEL YET BUILT IN THUE
FORTH.

The largest [ron ahip yet built on the shores of
the Forth was launched an’ Tueaday afigencon
from Mr Key's shipbullding yard at Abden, near
Kioghorn. Iong before the time at which the
lsunch lad been fixed to take place, crowds of

people  gathered from Kirkealdy, Buratisland,
Abordour, andsurrounding districts; somao travelling
on foot, others by rail, and others egain by vebicles,
which apprarced to be In large requisition during the
day, whioh was one in the hlghest degreo besutifully
e fur an vuting, The clifs on the east of the
yard formed the chief locus of the spectators, many
of whom, however, were acconmodated In the
mould-loft Immediately confronting the sceno of
the operations which were actively being carricd on
in irvpnmlon for the event of the day, while others
took up their position In the yard, und wherever
the vessel could be seen to adrantage, There were
wany ladics and gentlemen present; and amony
others we oba-rved—Mrs Key, the wife of the
builder, and Misscs Key; Mr and Mes J. T, Stocks,
of Abden; Mr and Mrs.Morgan, and Miss Mrgan,
Kirkeally; Meand Mra T, M, Hendry, Kirkcally;
Mr Daniel Hendry, chalrman of the Links Police
Commissioners; Provost Smith, and Misses Smuth,
Kinghorn; Miss Crystal, Ediaburgh; the Reve. M.
J. DBryden, Parah Chutch, and G. W. Thom-
wo, Free Churel, Kirkesldy, wtia Her. Mo
Hardic, Kloghoruy bfcaod dia'y, Py, Kirkoaldy;
Captain Wyllie and Mra W) llle, Mitchielstone; Dr
Weleh, Kinghom; Mrs Russell, London; Miss
- Aodre«s, Londony Mr'J. P. Aytoun, Nowtown of
Abbotsball; Mr J. Johnston, East Weayss; Mr
w‘ L Whyh_ Klr\:oafg!;, AMe A, B:.-r"kl“'
writer, Kirkcaldy; Mr and Brs Chiffelle, Kirk-
caldy; Mr R. Lockhart, Kirkcaldy; Mr and Mrs
R, Wemyss, Kirkcaldy; Mr and Mps- Fiadlater,
Kirkosldy; Mr W. M, Dow, Dysast, M T, Noss,
booksoller, Klirkealdy; COoanelllce 7. 'ﬂ;m:...,'
Kirkealdy

i SRl A A% ' ma

Mr and ‘Mrs R Smith,  Vigwforth

Lottaye, NITECAIOY; AL o, 41, KACPOURD, DIOKDOID
Me Martio, Kirkealdy; Mr J. Wiliamson, Bogle; |
Mr. Wilkie, Cowdenlaws; Mr J. C saditor,
Puthliead; Mr W, Bereridge, I’sthhead; Captain
White, Leith; Mr and Mrs George Wilson, Kirk.
eildy; Mr and Mrs Dalroey, Kinghorn; Mr Johh
Lockhart, manufacturer, Linktown; Mr Grorge
Juhnston, Rosslyn Works, 8t Clalrtown; &c, &o.

. The number of speetators prisent, fiowever, was
uot nearly so Iargo as on some former: occasions,
owing no doubt to the fact that ship launches at
Kinghorn can no longer be considered a novelty,
inasmuch as tho occusion was the laucch .of the
pinth: vessel from the yard. - Atthe same tine,
the launch had the oovelly about it alresdy
meutioned, namely, that It was ‘the launch not
only of the largest vessel yct bullt at'Abden, bu
the largest Iron shig ever built on the Firth of
Forth~a circumstance  which, to many at least,.
added Ioterest to the proceedinge. Anothier Inter-,
esting circumstqnce connected with ths magnificent:
craft which was soon to mike her transit from lgnd
to ocean, was the fnot that she was to be lsunched
with all her machioexry, enginey, boilers, &ec,, oo
board —4n experiment which - liad never ~been
before tried ab-the yard; and that thus ihe wonld,
in all probability, bo the hearlest ship for Ler size
emr'lchhod from any yard in the United
Kingdom. By a quarter to three o'clock all the-
preparations for the erent Liad been earefally cow.
ploted, .and the tide, still rlsing, wus ready to-

‘receive tho vessel, wherd the order was given to
tknock sway the dogaboroe; and,-no sooner mald

‘than dane, tha last link —hich bedd thw yowes! v siw

shore was parfed,' whien simultanebusly with her
first movement Miss Morgan, daughter of Mr'

‘Morgan, baoker, Kirkealdy, christened the stately;

crafe “ Abden” (pro tem)—the name of the bullding

yard. receiving her hame the Abdes gllded
swifily off¥be ways, amidst tho deafeniog checrs of
tho assembled crowd and the waying of hats and

bandkerchiefs—a still louder cheer Halog as she
racofully plubzed ‘into her destined elament, ‘and
Ee(ft to curl gl.l upward couese & perfect ‘alond

‘on

smoke either’ sido .Iéf- the ' ‘ways,
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John Key had built this ship “on spec” and it wasn’t until 1st October 1870 that she was officially
registered as the “Scotland” and given the no. 62293. At this time John Key was still the owner of all
64 shares. When she was launched the as the “Abden” the previous September she was not only the
largest ship to have been built at Kinghorn but also the largest built on the Firth of Forth. She was
launched with all her machinery - engines, boilers etc on board - an experiment that had never before
been tried at the yard and which meant that, at that time, she was probably the heaviest ship of her size
to be launched from any yard in the United Kingdom. Following the launch she was taken in tow by a
trio of steam tugs to Granton where she was rigged and fitted out for sea. She was brig rigged with
an iron foremast and bowsprit and was able to steam at a rate of 13-14 knots and hour. She was
intended for employment in the India trade but could also be fitted up to contain 1000 troops as a
transport.

The reason for this delay was that John Key had been unable to find a buyer for the ship but, in
September 1870, he succeeded in securing a contract with the British Government for her to convey
military personnel and supplies from Liverpool to Calcutta under the management of Messr's Stoddart
of Liverpool.

On the 2™ October 1870 the Scotland left Granton bound for Liverpool — a journey that very nearltx
proved to be both her first and last. She was approaching the Sound of Islay on the morning of the 7
October under the command of an experienced ships pilot when she suffered a piston failure to her port
engine. Fortunately the weather conditions were good and she was still able to make good progress
and maintain steerage until, that is, she somehow managed to run aground close to the McArthur head
lighthouse at the southern end of the Sound even though it was high water. Her non essential crew
members were transferred to the steamship Staffa who was sailing nearby at the time and taken to
Greenock where they were able to telegraph the managers and inform them of the ship’s demise.

First impressions were that the ship could not be saved but an inspection by a diver she was found to
be in no immediate danger and, on 21 October after temporary repairs had been carried out, she was
refloated and taken to Greenock where she could be dry-docked and made good. An enquiry was held
into the incident and the pilot held to be at fault.

In 1871 the Scotland’s port of registration changed from Leith to London and her owner to John
Temperley, 3 White Lion Court, Cornhill, London. She spent some time employed on the East Indian
run and then in the London and Quebec trade before undergoing dramatic changes in 1874. In the
Prince of Wales Graving Dock at Leith and under the charge of Mr. John Key she was cut in two and
lengthened by 52.5 feet giving her a new gross registered tonnage of 2645 Besides being lengthened
she was also refitted by Mr. Key. She was given new direct acting engines, a large bridge-house in the
centre of the vessel, a wheel-house aft and another over the steering gear, the later being designed to
give shelter to the men at the wheel in bad weather.

From official log book and Agreement and Account of crew for the voyage commencing 12th
June 1871.

The voyage - From London to Calcutta via the Suez Canal and any port or ports in India, China,
Australia, New Zealand, Pacific and Atlantic Oceans, West Indies and America voyaging to and from as
legal freight may offer, thence to a port for orders and to the continent of Europe (if required) and back
to a final port of discharge in the United Kingdom. Voyage not to exceed two years.

Master - Lawrence Webster , 17 East India Dock Road, Poplar, East London. Cert. no. 26857.

This turned out to quite an eventful voyage with unrest amongst the crew and two deaths on board. The
trouble amongst the crew flared up on the 22nd of July at Colombo, Ceylon and continued until 25th,
the day before the ship was due to sail. At one stage Patrick Donovan, acting Boatswain’s Mate, went
aft to the quarter deck leading the crew behind him and acting as their spokesman. He complained to
the Commander that they were treated like brutes, worked like slaves and got nothing to eat and that
they would not work after hours any longer.

The first death to occur was that of Robert Rogers, a seaman who was on his way home from the
Calcutta Hospital suffering from heart disease. At 6pm on September 10th 1871 he was seized with an
attack of palpitations. He was treated with five drops of ether and seemed to improve but at 8am the
following day he had another attack and died. His body was committed to the deep at 3.30 the same
afternoon.

The second death occurred a fortnight later when at 6.20 on the morning of Sunday 24th of September

David Ayers, an Able Seaman, died after having been taken ill the previous day. He was buried at sea
at 11.30 the same morning
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From the “Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday 31st October 1874

i e

TRIAL RUN OF THE " BCOTLAND."
YROM LEITH TO THA BASS ROOK,

Mr John Kay is fast attaining a high position as a
[ shipbuilder, His latest work in that line is the most
exténrive 'and: the best, and creditable alika to his
skill and tasts.  The screw steamer Beotland has
been lengthened by My Koy to the extent of 63 fast,
sud on Wadnesday tasde s trial run {rom Leith
roads to the Bass Rockand back to Leith, after which
she at once proceeded ou her first voyage, to London.

The Scntl‘;nd was built by Mr Joha Key, st his
shipbuilding yard, Kinghorn, about five yoars ago for
Menars Temperleys, Cartor, and Darke, London, who
are still owners of the vessel. She wasfor some time
employed jo the East Indian, and aof lata in the
London and Quebec trade, A few months ago her
enterprising owners resolved on having the Beotland
Iengtﬁmed. as_has [requantly beau doue so success-
fully in some Clyde-built steamers The vessel was
accordingly takep lo Leith, and the work entrusted
to Mr John Ee’y. In tke Prince of Wales
Graving Doek at{Leith, the Bcotland was cut in two,
drawn msunder a distance of 62} fret, and a corres-
onding length added.. As early ws the middle of
Fuly this work was completed. io sdditlon to various
other alterations and refitling rendered pocessary by
tha process of lengtheoing, apd she war ordercd to
sail f‘r:;r London, as alreafly stated, on Wodnesday last
—previous to which, however, & trisl trip was mnade,
regardmﬂwhw“ short ascount may not be unine

terestiog,
The beotland lay at anehor io the roads adoUl WO
ith harbour, snd at hall-past ten

Crpee——
—

or threc miles off
the stearn tug * Perthshire” redeived 5n board a large
arty of ladies and ﬂzntlemeu and conveyed them
(from Victoria Dock. Leith), to the Scotland. The
tug steaned round the Seotland, to give the party an
opportunity of iuapf:uliui her lives and modelling
and tha result erained (o bo oniversal admiration, an
many fond hopes expressed that thesplendid vessel
wou{d bravely Eutt]e the winds and waves for maoy
ears, und prove s source of profit to her owners.

the whole of beotland. T'he party having got on

board the llrga sleamer, the anchor was drawn,

?m&:} got up, and a pleasunl sail sujuyed down tha
irth,

_Tho weathor was delightful during the whole day.
The sun shone at intagvaly, and the ltemperatare was
mild, but a provoking ‘hass screened the coast line
both oo norlh and south, snd the only land scen dur-
mr the trip was Inchkeith aud the Bess, The party
felt thapkful for these small inercies and made thown-
selves happy. Thoro was ample time tu inspect tho
veasol, and all possessing tbcimmlcdgc of her con-
struction wure kind and communicative Lo strangers.
Mr Peters, and Mr Maceoll, of Mr Key's cogiveorin
und shipbuildiog ostablishmonts st Kirkcaldy sn
Kiughorn, furnished the following particulars:—Tha
stenmor has wow a gries rogistersd Loonage of 2645
tonw, &nd works at U480 nomivsl horso-powar  ller
leaglh s BKO fool ovor all; depth of hold, 28 laet.
Dewides brigy longthoued sheo was rufitted by dr Key,
and has pow four new boilers ten feat in length, aud
of 124 feet diwmeter, There wro twelve [urneces,
sach seven feel in lenglh and three [eel diamneter,

with two new componnd eylinders of 464 and KO
inches in diameter respectively. Notwithstanding
that the nominal horse-power has beon redpced, the
uew horizontsl direct acling engines, constructed as
they are on the surface-condensing principle, are ex-
pectrd to increase tha speed of the steamer Lo the ox-
tent of one and a-half knot per hour, thus bringing
up her spead to twelve knots, A large bridge-house
G4 feat in length has baan fittad up in tha eantre of
the vessel—an arrangernent by which the liloboats
will ba ruisad six feet higher ahave tha deck than ha.
fore. ln this way il is hopad that the danger which
ships' boats invanably run in the heavy seas of the
southorn ocean will be cousidersbly lessone), A
wheel-house aft, and another over the steering gear,
designad to afford shelter to the men st the wheel 1o

The vessol wus formerly propelled by two eylindars, |
each of 70 lnches dismeter, bul she has beea refitted |

| stormy wealher, have xl30 been added to the appoint- |

ments of the veesal, which taken altogother, 1 now
sne of the bandsoment of her kind, agd hag boon

[ classed Al al Lloyd's. It may be statad that in the
[our hoilers there ure 696 tubes, preseoting 35640 feet

There seerned & curivus coincidenco in the oames of
the screw steamer and the tug. The one, the Scot- ‘
land, was large and magnificent, and the other, the

Perthshire, appeared  very rlgmy by berside—some-
thing lika the proportion ol the'county of Perth lo

tubes. giving 7230 ¢ feat ol condensing surface.
On her trisl ran, the vessel made about 12 nautical

miles par hoour, the sngines. with an actus] pressurs

of 50 lbs. to the squsre inch, making 55 resclutions
per minute. exerting 1300 of indicated horse power.

ol heuting surfm:e., The surface coudenser has 5576

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1876 / 77

Ship’s No. - 62293

Description - Iron Screw Bg. with three decks.
Port belonging to - London

Gross tonnage - 2645

Net tonnage - 1694

Underdeck tonnage - 1705

Length - 356. feet

Breadth - 38.1 feet

Depth - 27. feet

Port of survey - London

Engines built by J Key, Kinghorn

Owner 1876 / 77 - Temperley’s (Carter and Darke)
Master 1876 / 77 - J James

Built under special survey.
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The following two images are copies of Transcript of Register for Transmission to Chief
Registrar of Shipping 1 October 1871 re “Scotland” N.A. Ref. BT 108.
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For the greater part of her career the Scotland sailed between London and Quebec taking in Montreal
and sometimes Plymouth and carrying many emigrants to a very different life n the New World.

Burden Built Shipowner or operator Dimensions
2,146 gross 1869 at Kinghorn by John Key Temperley Line 304.11t x 37.9ft
Year Departure Arrival Remarks

1872 London Apr. 30 Quebec May 20 Plymouth 1872-05-02
1872 London July 02 Quebec July 17 Plymouth - Montreal
1872 London Aug. 30 Quebec Sept. 14 Plymouth - Montreal
1873 London Aug. 26 Quebec Sept. 12 Plymouth - Montreal
1873 London Oct. 22 Quebec Nov. 08 Plymouth - Montreal
1876  London Aug. 01 Quebec Aug. 20 Montreal

1879 London May 29 Quebec June 11

1879 London July 16 Quebec July 30

1879 London Sept. 03 Quebec Sept. 18 Estimated date of

arrival
1879 London Oct. 22 Quebec Nov. 07 Estimated date of
arrival

1880 London Apr. 14 Quebec May 04

1880 London June 04 Quebec June 20

1880  London July 16 Quebec Aug. 01 Montreal

1880 London Aug. 27 Quebec Sept. 15

1880 London Oct. 22 Quebec Nov. 07 Montreal

1881 London May 27 Quebec June 17 Montreal

1881 London July 19 Quebec Aug. 05 Plymouth - Montreal
1881 London Sept. 03 Quebec Sept. 16 Plymouth - Montreal
1881 London Oct. 18 Quebec Nov. 04 Montreal

1882  London Apr. 18 Quebec May 16 Montreal

1883 London Apr. 17 Quebec May 03 Montreal

1883 London June 05 Quebec June 19 Montreal

1883 London July 17 Quebec July 31 Montreal

1883 London Aug. 29 Quebec Sept. 14 Montreal

1883 London Oct. 13 Quebec Oct. 30 Montreal

1884  London Apr. 16 Quebec May 01 Montreal

1884 London June 05 Quebec June 19 Montreal

1884 London July 23 Quebec Aug. 06 Montreal

1884 London Sept. 11 Quebec Sept. 25 Montreal

1885 London Apr. 15 Quebec May 16 Montreal

1886 London Apr. 29 Quebec May 15

1886  London July 29 Quebec Aug. 13 Montreal

1886  London Oct. 25 Quebec Nov. 13 Montreal

1887 London Apr. 14 Quebec May 03 Montreal

1887 London June 08 Quebec June 24 Montreal

The information listed above is not the complete record of the ship. The information was
collected from a multitude of sources, and new information will be added as it emerges
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The following these is a copy of an Agreement and Account of Crew stamped 8th June 1871
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From Wreck Registers U.K. Volume 30, 1881 - 1898
(The Wreck Register was compiled by a member of Lloyd’s Staff )

Scotland

Official no. - 62293

Port belonging to - London

Broken up

Date of wreck or casualty - November 1893

Date of GR 62 or closing of register - 17th Nov 1893
F20 - 11 April 1894
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YARD No.10

“RIVER TAY?”)
Official No. 58239
Launched 11" February 1868

From an inventory of ships built at Kinghorn and the costings involved for “River Tay” drawn up
by John Key, nephew of John Key, shipbuilder.
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From the “Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday 15th February 1868

LAUNCH OF AN IRON BORBYW WHALER
AT HINGHURN

The floe |ron screw.stesmear for the Messrs
Gilroy Brothers & Co,, Dandea, was launched from
Mr Joha Key's shipbuilding yard at Abden oo
Mooday afterncon last, after sn  unsucoessful
attempt to bring her off the ways the previous
Saturdny. The vessel was nswed the * RIr!L('{: v
vy Mins Marjory Hoveridge, Kirkcaldy, and b
yard In pr'uenald a largo number of speotatocs,
vho gave throe Ipity cheers as she took the water,

bia sdbftantially buily ey s juteoded for the
ind #hale fabidg; knd Her bull; which i con-
fttuceed of bwo 1Xing honb—:vllh view to

eraking any Injnry sha may receiva confined o ona
soe—Is subdivided Into tanks for cootalning
aubba:. Her hull le also made of extra strong irog,
In order to withstand she pressare of the lco. She
is fortifled st the bow with oak 17 Inches In thick.
noes, and at thst partghe Is made nearly solid with
cross beams.  The sciginee of the River Tuy, which
are horisootal direct-acting, are 80 bocse-power, and
the Lwo cylindery are of 33 L. dismeter, dimen-
dong of the vessel ars—kesl and forurake, 144 foot |
breadth of ‘boam, 80 feet) depib in hold, 1 feet 6
inchee. 8be Ab-rqwrixruh {s 608 tom B.M,
d 410 tons B M., Customis. The vedsel oa learin,
o wayd Wig chedtted t0 sutke haatily with
stzro oo the beach, and some fosrs were entertalned

that 4he had smninud damage {n consequence, bup |

as shg vas lomediately taken lo tow by two stear-

| Key %o a-service of caks and wine — Mr Ksy.
| having left for Kirkealdy (mmediately after the
launch. Mr Findlator, banker, io a few appropriate
| remarks, proposed * The Health of Mr Joba Key,
| builder, and success fa tie River Tay,” which was
drunk with ull the hooours.  Mr Andrew Key,
Jun, thanked Mr ¥indlater and the company for

ihe #ind "i o which the tosst of
T“ E@er'i Bealth and success o the
Urer Tay had  bied giten -'#d receited,
snd  coocluded by propoalng  The 1ad
coupled with the name of Miss Marjory Bevetidge,
Kirgcaldy—+4be | who had s greccfully and
efficiently chr the good ship. The toast was
most warmly received  Mr James Hnm}itlmn.
Rirkcaidy, garo “The Owpers of the River
Tay,” w-i; in the coorse of his remarks sald it would
he grvel foe Mr Koy knd others If thers were more
mdng and spirited gentlemen such w the
| (1lroy Brotbert, Thundee.  If they bad mure
N gratlemed; Uu-‘r woyuld be more ships ballding
such as the ooe thdy had &% lanpched |
and he had great ploasure in in proposiog (ha
= Health of the Ownery of the River Tay, and
Baccres to thelr Eoterprise.” (Loud cheers) Mr
Thomas M. Heodry then guve * The Health of Mrs
Key," which was most cordially respoaded to, and
which brought the proceedings to a close. On
?hlng Kirkeakdy, it was bﬂnﬁ; we reg;r? to
] t resoel hod received some Injury.
'n{a Whﬂd‘lﬁ&twhﬂrﬂm in
utact with ooe of the cross logy af the bot
o ln coming off the wayy io consequence
which ber stern frame was broken between the fore

| tugs, there was 1o opporiunity aforded the speo-!
] ﬁn o(l.dhm ering whother such waa the cage or
All widh

foy the b“:t‘:.&‘n’ of Jadies and
gentlomen sssen it fhe oumy confronting
the balldiog-yard, where they v_m_wﬁ by Mo |

and after starn poste Hypﬂ_f therw is po straln
on the vessal, the whols of the damage being coo-
ceotrated ai the stern. 8ha ia the frst lroa roasel
bailf spetially for the stwl and whale fahing trade.

From Lloyd’s Register 1868/69

Name of ship - “RIVER TAY”

Built 1868, finished in February of that year.
Built by - Key, Kinghorn.

Registered tonnage - 510

Material built of - Iron

Length - 147.71t.

Breadth - 30.3ft.

Depth - 18.6ft.

Owner - Gilroy Bros.

Port of Survey - Leith

Destined voyage - Whale fishing.

(N.B. This entry was overwritten as “Wrecked”

From “Lloyd’s List” 24th October 1868, page 3, column 14

Dundee 24th October - the Arctic (s) arrived here from Davis Straits and reports total loss of the River
Tay (ss) in the middle of August - Crew saved.
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The two pages following those:- Transcript of Register for Transmission to Chief Registrar of
Shipping re “River Tay” N.A.Ref. BT 108/247.

TOrT IY0 T NG RAT ) o :
Nov. 1864,/ 2 Tha Chief Registrar of Shipping.
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References to Transactions.

Changes of Masters.
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From Chief Registrar of Shipping, Transcripts and Transactions - PRO Ref. BT 108/247

Official number - 58239

Steam screw

Clinker built on iron framework.
Barque rigged.

Two decks, three masts.
Completed 10th Feb. 1868

Owners - Robert and George Gilroy, both of Dundee, Forfar - Merchants and Shipowners.
VESSEL LOST AT DAVIS STRAITS 17th AUGUST 1868.

Registration cancelled 29th October 1868
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YARD No.11

“ALBATROSS”
Official No. 62285
Launched 20" November 1869

From a list of steamers built at Kinghorn, Fife by John Key, drawn up by his nephew John Key

between 1864 and 1872.

Cost of Vessel - £12021
Cost of engines and boilers - £3318

From the “Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday 27th November 1869

‘to vitness the

~ LAUNCH. AT KN Gﬂ_oniq',"' —

Ay e Sonr Y T e——"
.. 'There.was launched, on. Ssturday aRerncon
laat., from Mr Koy'¢.sbipbuildiug yard at King-

“Horn, s largéAron.plated scrow-steamer, boilt [or
& Pn'ﬁy}:ﬁf_.lhr iwners, the lodividual partners
~of ‘which -reside’ r:.dlﬂ'erenl parts of the country.

nsidarph}g_ipum%er of spectators assembled
pUDGS, X
alter two o'clock ¢ but the assamblage—from the
fact| .no dotibt; tat”launohes cannot be longer
‘regdrded a8 & novelty in tho district, and owing
in dome measurs probably lo its taking place oa

' Hatordsy~-was Dot nearly so large as that whioh
‘hias| met in the wicinity of the yard oo auy
‘former oceasjon, The weather, however, was,

most favoarablé“for the occasion, and the specta-
tord who here and there rtudded the crags at
Abden enjoyeéd’at:least the glauura of an exoel.
lent day.: As the timo for lausching.the vessel
approachedj s group of ladies and geollemen,
including several of the owners and thelr friends,
as slso the-builder and his family, advanced near
to the fore part-of the vossel, wheo one of their
number — Miss Whyte, daughter of Captain
Wh,rts,‘ntlaﬂll«h. oue of the owners—got
gessjon of the blue ribbon to which the bottle of
wine was altached, and, on the first motion of the
vassel, . dssjiod {ls coulonls on lor iron slem,
The ‘ceremony waa gracefilly porformed, and
the ’* Albatross"—for that waa the name the
stately craft received—rapidly and witbout
swerve-sped off the ways into the water, amidst
tbe loud choering of the spectstors, whoss
hats and bandkerchiefs joined freely in the
demonstration, The vesss), from the speed with
whioh she left the cradles, went well out into the
‘offing, where she ‘was taken in tow for Grauton
by two steam-tugs. The dimensions of the
vessnl are :—Langth over all, 245 fest, and be-
tween perpendiculars, 237 feet ; extreme breadth,
29 feet 3 inches; depth of hold to spar deck,
22 feet 3 inches, B8he is 1000 lous, ccordiug
to builders' measuroment, and registered gross
1025 tons, Bba iz propelled by a ir of
horizontal  direct-acting surface condensin
enginea of 120 horse-power (nominal), or 505
horsa-power (afrac:.irag). The oylinders are 40
inohes in diameter, and length of stroke 2
faat. Sho is Htted up with two oirenlar boilors

of 36 1b. working pressure, The vossel had all

‘which took place shortly

Taunched; so that she is in a position to pruc,ed
to sca on tho shortesl notice. Shio Lias a wagni-
floent appoaranco in the wator, and though nut a
largo vessol compared with some launched (rom
the Abdeu yard—her immediate predecessor in
particular—she will at least vie with oy in point
ol construction; and for spoeed, as well as Lhe
comfort of Lthose who may coudnot her aoross the
seas, sho will, we believe, givein to none.  Afler
the launch, a number of ladies aud gentlemen
met, &t the kind invitation of tho builder,
in the large loft immediately confronting the
yard, where they were sutertained to cake wod
wine, Provost Bwan haviog called ou the com-
paoy to fill their glasses, asked them in & fow
appropriato remarks to drink to ** The Health of
the Qwners," who, he boped, would never have
any reason to regret having come to Abdea ship-
building yanl for & vessel. The tosst, which
was coupled with the vame of Mr Seator, of
Leith, was drunk with applause. Mr Seator, ia
reply, thanked the Provuet lor the kindly senti-
ments which he had expressed towards the
owners, and hoped that the contract which bad
been completed )})et_woon them snd Mr Key would
tot be a losing speculation for the latter goutle-
man ; while it would also give the owuers every
satisfuction, 'The Provost sext proposed  The
Hualth of the Builder,” a toast which war also
drunk amidst loud clheoring,  Mr Key, in reply,
remarked that the owners had given Lim bia
own price for the vessel ; 80 that it would not be
their fault but his own if the contract dul not
prove a sulficiently romunerative one.  (Cbeers.)
I'he other toasta wero “ The Health of Mra
Koy," by Mr James Pye, to which Mr Key

Creplied | aod *The Health of Miss Whyts, of

Loith," the young lady who had christened the
vessel, by Mr Key; to which Mr Grieve, ot
Leith {one of the owners), respondad.

Tho Albatross had steam up on Tuesday morn-
ing for three hours, with the view of trying her
machinery., The trial was of the moet satisiac-
tory deseription. At present upwards of 100
men are employed st Granton finishing the Grtings
of the vessel, and considerable snimalion couse-
quently prevails there, Tho keel of apother craft
of larger dimensions has been Iaid down io the
samo berth in the building-yard. This vesael
will bo litted up with high and Jow prasure
engines, with the special view of saving fuel and
working expenses,
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Transcript of Register for Transmission to Chief Registrar of Shipping re “Albatross” N.A.Ref.
BT 108/249
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From Lloyd’s Register 1869/70

Name of ship - Albatross

Description - Iron screw steamer with awning deck and five bulkheads
Built - 1869, completed in September of that year
Length - 241 feet

Breadth - 29.1 feet

Depth - 14.8 feet

Gross tonnage - 990

Net tonnage - 661

Port of registry - Leith

Owner - G. Seater and Co.

Destined voyage - Leith - London

Extra information from the Mercantile Navy List and Marine Directory 1871 and 1872

Ship’s Number - 62285
International Code - JKFM
Port and year of registry - Leith 1870

From Chief Registrar of Shipping, Transcripts and Transactions - PRO Ref. BT 108/249

First registered on the 11th January 1870 at Leith

Number of decks - Three

Number of masts - Two

Rigged - Brig

Build - Clinker

Framework - Iron

Engines - Two horizontal direct acting with a combined HP of 100. These were upgraded at a
later date.

From Lloyd’s Register 1872/73 and 1879/80

It is recorded that G Seater and Co. had sold the ship to Tatham and Company. Her port of registry was
still Leith and she was commanded by Captain W. Macey. In 1877 Captain Simmons was appointed her
commander.

From Lloyd’s List, 13th January 1879, page 8, column 7.

Grimsby — sailed “Albatross” - Simmons - 11th January - for Alexandria

From Lloyd’s List, Thursday 27th March 1879, page 11, column 26

Missing Vessels - The “ Albatross”, of Leith, Simmons - official no. 62285, left Grimsby, for Alexandria,
with coals, on the 11th January last, and has not since been heard of.

From List of Ship’s Registered Opened and Closed - PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR

December 1879 - Registers Closed
Albatross

62285

Port of registry - Leith

Built - Kinghorn 1869

100hp

Missing since 11:Jan:1879
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Other masters of the Albatross not yet mentioned from References of Transactions - Changes of
Masters - PRO Ref BT108/249

Glasgow 15th May 1871 - Robert Crighton 20493

Glasgow 23rd January 1872 - Adam Wilson 23386

Glasgow 25th June 1872 - Thomas Samson McDougall 84458
Liverpool 12th April 1873 - John McLaren 24578

Liverpool 9th August 1873 - Lancelot T Pritchard 7194
Liverpool 12 August 1873 - Alexander Garrett 12772

Liverpool 17th October 1873 - James Stewart 12623

Cardiff 29th December 1873 - Henry Charles Williams 10519
Cardiff 13th February 1874 - Joseph Glover 18896
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YARD No.12

“ANDES”
Official No. 63783
Launched 11" August 1870

From the “Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday 13th August 1870

' LAUNCH AT KINGHORN.

A|magnificent iron-plated scrow-steamer, the
gmplcny of the Glasgow and South American
Steamn Shipping rCumpan{, was launched on
Thursday afternoon from Me Key's Shipbuild-
ing-yard at Abdon, in tho neighbourhood of
whigh a large concourse of spectators, including
many of tho ‘elite of tho district, assombled to
witress the proccedings. Tho launch took
place . shortly after half-past two o'clock,
wheh Miss Swan, daughter of Alexander
Swan, - Esq., manager, Kinghorn Mills,
who{ held - tho ribbons, dashed tho bottle
in iallant  stylo .on the prow of tha
vessel, which sho named the Andes. The
vesspl left the ways quictly but gracefully, and
salely entered her natjve element amidst the
loud cheery of the assombled crowd, who ulso
Joined in waving their hata and handkerchiofs
on the veension. The Andes, which had o ver
fine appearauce in the water, was fmmadiately
taken in tow by two steam-tugs for Granton,
where sho will bo  finished and ' made
roady for sea.  The dimensions of this beauti-
ful gtean liner, which is the Arst vessel Luilt

will frew be forwarded with all despateh,

or | the cowpany, ars :— Length between’
L:cr{icndiuuhr.'u, 266 feet ; and over all, 282 feet ;
rowd i of heaw, 32 feet 3 inches ; depth of hold
Lo 1ain deck, 17 foet ; and to spar deek, 25 foot,
Shejis 1355 tons builder's measurement, and
1584 tons gross customs. Sho is fitted up with
engines on the eétupolind acting principle of
160{ nominal and 730 indicated homse-power,
andj provided with surface condensoms. The
diamctor of the high pressure oglinder is 36
;nultus. and of the low pressare aylinder 60
inclies, with length of stroke of 83 inches. The
Andes provides accomincdation for 20 fiput
and{ 170 third clags Passengors.  She is classed
1001 A at Lhoyd’s, being thoa highast class under
theinew rules ; and i3 intended to trade frony.
Glabgow to Bucnos Ayres, Monte Video, and
Riol do Juticiro, calling at Bordeaux  for
passengers.  The Audes is oxpooted Yo leave
Glasgow on her fimt voyage \jn aboub thiee |
weeks ; anud about three meonths Kence she will
b -followed by a sister vesse!, to bo named the
Alps, nluo the prepdAly of tho Clusgow and Bouth
Aniencan'-ffti_'amlﬂhiﬁ ing Company, and which

e s NP

From Lloyd’s Register Supplement 1870/71

Name of ship - Andes

Description - Iron screw steamer with two decks and five bulkheads

Built 1870 - completed August that year

Built by - J. Key

Gross tonnage - 1494

Length - 271.8 feet

Breadth - 32.2 feet

Depth - 25.4 feet

Port of registry - Glasgow

Owner - Glasgow and South American Steamship Co.
Master - W. Smith

Intended voyage - South America

Extra information from the Mercantile Navy List 1871 & 1872

Ship’s number - 63783

International Code - WQHS

Date and port of registry - Glasgow 1870

Depth - 25 feet

Gross tonnage 1505

Net tonnage - 1111

Engine - 160 HP, Screw

Owner or managing owner - James Reid Stewart, Glasgow
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Transcript of Register for Transmission to Chief Registrar of Shipping re “Andes” N.A.Ref. BT
108/249
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From Chief Registrar of Shipping, Transcripts and Transactions - PRO Ref. BT 108/249

Date and Port of Registry - September 1870, Glasgow

Master at that time - William Augustus Smith, cert. no. 7196

No. of decks - Three

No. of masts - Three

Rigged - Barque

Build - Clinker

Framework - Iron

Engines - Two compound inverted direct acting with a combined HP of 160
Figurehead - Woman'’s bust

From List of Ship’s Registers Opened and Closed - PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR

January 1877 - Registers closed:-
ANDES

63783

Port of registry - Glasgow

Port no. and date - 79/70
Steamer

Built - Kinghorn 1870

951 tons

Sold foreign, Belgium

( New owner Herman Ludwig)

The Andes went missing after sailing from New York for Antwerp on 28" September 1878
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YARD No.13

“ALPS” (Later “C.F.FUNCH”)
Official No. 63810
Launched 9" January 1871

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1871/72

Name of ship - Alps

Description - Iron screw steamer with five bulkheads and three decks. Machinery certified 1871
Built 1871 - Completed in January of that year

Built by - Key, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage -1501

Net tonnage - 1000

Length - 280.8 feet

Breadth - 32.7 feet

Depth - 25 feet

Port of registry - Glasgow

Owners - Glasgow and South American Steam Ship Company
Master - W. Webster

Destined voyage - Leith - South America

Mitchells Maritime Register Jan 13" 1871, P56

Ships launches

A large iron-plated screw steamer was launched from Kinghorn Shipbuilding Yard on Monday afternoon
for the Glasgow and South American Steam Navigation Company. The vessel, which was named the
Alps is a sister ship to the Andes, recently launched from Kinghorn and owned by the same firm. The
Alps was taken in tow for Granton where she will be finished and fitted out for sea.

From Chief Registrar of Shipping, Transaction - PRO Ref. BT 108/25

Date and Port of Registry - March 1871, Glasgow

Master at that time - Matthew P Webster, Cert. no. 26709

Number of decks - Three

Number of masts - Three

Rigged - Barque

Build - Clinker

Framework - Iron

Engines - Two compound inverted with a combined HP of 160

REGISTRY CLOSED 4TH JUNE 1873 WHEN VESSEL WAS SOLD TO FOREIGNERS

Extra information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1872/1873

Name of ship - C. F. FUNCH, Former name - ALPS
Official number - 63810

Port of registry - Antwerp

Owner - Steinmann & Ludwig

Master - M Webster (For both owners)

From Emigration Report of the State of New York, 1893

Names of steamers arriving at New York, number of trips they made, passengers landed and any
births or deaths during the journey from Antwerp.
C.F.Funch — 4 trips — 21 cabin passengers — 573 steerage passengers — 1 birth.

On the 5™ November 1874 en route from London to Montreal the C F Funch (ex Alps) was
wrecked of Cape Sable. No lives were lost.
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Transcript of Register for Transmission to Chief Registrar of Shipping re “Alps” N.A.Ref. BT
108/25
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YARD No.14

“CLIO”
Official No. 69388
Launched 11" February 1873

The following page was copied from the original document drawn up at the Kinghorn Shipyard
and details the costings of the “Clio”. From a list of steamers built at Kinghorn, Fife by John
Key, drawn up by his nephew John Key between 1864 and 1872.
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From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping Supplement 1873/74
Name of ship - CLIO

Description - Iron screw schooner with two decks, part double bottom, five bulkheads, 120 HP
Built - Kinghorn 1873, completed in February of that year
Gross tonnage - 793

Net tonnage - 509

Length - 230.3 feet

Breadth - 28.5 feet

Depth - 16 feet

Port of registry - Bristol

Owner - Bristol General Steam Navigation Co.

Master - L. G. Star

Extra information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1905/1906

Ship’s No. - 69388

Code - MFGB

Engines - Compound 2 cylinder
Engines built by - John Key, Kirkcaldy
Flag - British

Master - A. Woodcock
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From “The Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday, 15th February 1873.

Launch of a steamer at Kinghorn.

On Tuesday afternoon, a screw-steamer was launched at Abden Shipbuilding yard for the Bristol
General Steam Navigation Company. The launch was fixed to take place about two o’clock, by which
time a considerable number of persons had assembled to see her launched and no doubt but from the
fact that the day was a bitterly cold one, although dry, many more would have turned out. As it was, we
observed a number of ladies and gentlemen from Kirkcaldy, all eager to witness the departure of
another of those stately vessels for which Mr Key has earned so well-deserved a reputation as a
builder. A few minutes after two o’clock, all was ready for the launching, and the customary bottle of
wine having been suspended from her bow, Miss Key, the young lady who was to perform the
christening ceremony, stepped forward to the platform immediately fronting the ship. The words of “Let
go the ropes” were then given, and in an instant a gentle movement of the vessel seaward could have
been observed. Slowly but surely she moved along the ways, and as the vessel glided away, the young
lady gracefully dashed the bottle of wine at her bow, pronouncing her name to be “Clio”. After once
leaving her birthplace, she descended rapidly to the element she is destined to live in. Happily, no
accident occurred to mar the proceedings and the launch was one of the most successful which has
ever taken place at Abden Yard, She is a Schooner-rigged screw-steamer, 231 feet long, 25.5 feet
wide, and 16.5 feet depth of hold, and has been built under special survey, her class at Lloyds being
90A. Her tonnage is computed to be 900BM, and it is intended to fit her with two tubular boilers, the
nominal horse power of her engines being 120. She has been fitted up in a most elegant manner for the
accommodation of 40 first class passengers, her rooms comprising of all the necessary articles that
could be got on land. Besides this, her between-decks have been penned off for cattle, while in the
vessel there is to be a bridge, poop, and forecastle. After the launch she was taken in tow by two steam
tugs, and bought to Kirkcaldy harbour, where her engines and all other requirements will be given to her
in order to make her ready for sea. A number of the ladies and gentlemen who had been present at the
launch assembled in the loft immediately adjoining the yard, and glasses having been filled, Mr James
Brown, in a few words in which he referred to the success of the launch, proposed prosperity to the
vessel, as also the health of her builder, Mr John Key. This was drunk with all the honours. We mention
that the “Swan”, the pioneer vessel of the Kirkcaldy and London Steam Shipping Company, is very
considerably advanced, and will be ready for launching in the course of a week or two.

Information from “The Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday, 24th May 1873, Page 4, Column 5

S.S Clio went for her trial trip on Thursday on the Firth with extremely satisfactory results. The Bristol
Steam Navigation Co. was represented by Mr J Harvey their superintening engineer. Her speed for the
measured mile was 11 knots, one knot over the contract speed.

Following the trial she was brought up off Burntisland to load with coal and, in the course of a day or
two, left for Bristol to be employed on her station

From ship’s log 4™ July 1889 — 29" July 1889

Name of ship - Clio

Ship’s No. 69388

Port of Registry - Bristol

Port No. 9

Date of Registry - 1873

Registered Tonnage - Gross — 765 Net - 470
Engine - 120H.P.

No. of seamen for whom accommodation is certified - 24
Voyage - Bordeaux via Cardiff

Voyage began Bristol - July 4th 1889

Arrived Bordeaux - July 12th 1899

Voyage ended - July 29th 1899

Crew had to find own provisions

Owner (at that time) - John Arnott Esq, 50 Prince Street, Bristol.
Master (at that time) - Anthony Woodcock

Certificate No. 89738

Age 39

Born Scilly Isles
Address - 3 Horatio Terrace, Cumberland Road, Bristol.
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Crew

Master

1st Mate

2nd Mate
Carpenter

eward

1st Engineer
2nd Engineer

5 x Able Seamen
4 x Firemen

From PRO Ref. BT165/55 Wreck cases completed in 1915.

Name of ship - Clio
Ship’s no. - 69388
Sold Admiralty

Lost 27th May 1915

Miramar Ship Index

States she was scuttled as a blockship at Scapa Flow on 27" May 1915
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YARD No.15

“AFRICAN”
Official No. 68814
Launched 31% December 1872

From the “Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday 4th January 1873
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Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1872/73 and 1875/76

Name of ship - African

Ship’s number - 68814

Description - Iron Screw steamer - Brig with three decks and six bulkheads
Built - 1872 - Completed in December of that year

Built by - Key, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 2019

Net tonnage - 1258

Length - 315.7 feet

Breadth - 34.3 feet

Depth - 16.3 feet

Engine - 2 compound, direct action. 280HP

Engines built by - J. Key, Kinghorn

Port of registry - Southampton

Owner - Union Cape Mail Co. (1875/76 - Union Steam Ship Co.)
Master - R.W. Dixon

The African worked the Southampton - Cape Town mail run from 1873 - 1881 when, because of the
introduction of the Trojan to the route, she was transferred to the South African coastal service. In
November 1885, when she was once again due for replacement, this time by a new African, she was
sold to F. Stumore and Co. of London. This was done without changing her name even though another
vessel with the same name was about to appear. This was a practise that would become illegal in later
years. On the 15th February 1887 she was wrecked on Ras Abu Madd in the Red Sea during a voyage
to Jeddah.

From “My Life at Sea” by Commander W.C Crutchley beginning page 171.

| had previously made a passage in the African, so that my first command was in no way a stranger to
me. She was a pretty little ship, rather more than 2000 tons gross, with a fine long poop and
comfortable accommodation for passengers. Her speed, under steam alone, was something over 10
knots, but with the help of canvas and a strong fair wind she could touch 300 miles a day. That was
not often, however. My cabin was in the poop, right forward on the starboard side, and it had the
disadvantage that, except in very fine weather, one could not sit there with the saloon door open. But to
overcome this there were times when | had a canvas screen nailed up to overcome the trouble, for it
was not necessary to stay on the bridge always. The worst thing about the ship was the compass. The
standard was a large spirit compass that was always giving trouble and the steering compass on the
bridge was close to a mass of iron tanks, stanchions, and disturbing matter generally, so that it was
almost impossible to compensate for local disturbance. In every other way the ship was perfectly

............ There were a very nice set of officers in the ship, but the chief was a senior man, and it is a little
awkward to come the skipper over one of your colleagues. He was a Cape man named Chiappini, and
was afterwards killed by an accidental fall when serving in the ARAB. The third was a youngster named
East, the son off Quartermain East, of Tichborne claimant fame. First and last, he sailed with me for
many years, and there was a great friendship between us. The second, Walter Foster, was also a nice
fellow, but very delicate, though plucky to the backbone. The engineers also were a good set. The chief,
Ernest Gearing is now, | believe, one of the leading lights in the engineering world, and it was easy to
discover even then that his acquirements were of no common order. Lastly, let me mention Henry
Black, the second engineer. There was no great amount of sympathy between us at any time, but he
sailed with me as chief engineer during the greater part of my sea career.

Information from “Ships and South Africa” by Marischal Murray

Captain Crutchley of the Union Company and for a time master of the African, relates in his book “ A
Life At Sea”, published London, 1912 an incident connected with the Zulu War. He was in his club in
Capetown one night in January 1879 when about 11pm rumours began to circulate that a disaster had
overtaken the British in Natal. He knew that if these reports were true the troops in Capetown would be
badly needed at the front. He also knew that his rivals, the Currie Line, with steamers in Table Bay,
would be only too willing and able to take the reinforcements up the coast. He rushed off to the office of
the Cape Argus to see if he could obtain any further information from the editor but all the editor could
tell the captain was that the troops would almost certainly be urgently needed in Natal. That , however,
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was enough to spur the Captain into action. The office of the Union Company had long since closed for
the day, there was no such thing as the telephone and the homes of the company officials were virtually
inaccessible at that time of night. The only thing he could do was to take matters into his own hands
and this he did by presenting himself firstly at Government House and then at the Castle. Before long
he had secured for his ship the task of transporting the reinforcements to Durban. The African was
already being prepared for the journey before dawn broke and within a very short time the troops were
embarked and the ship cleared for Port Natal arriving at Durban a few days later. Captain Crutchley
had well and truly got one over his rivals the Currie Line.

Information from Lloyds Weekly Shipping Index

March 31st 1882
African - British Flag - 1258tons - From Cape Town on February 7th for Southampton - arrived March
6th.

From the “Shipping Gazette Weekly Summary”

February 25th 1887, page 115, col 5-6 AFRICAN (s) - Suakim, Feb 19th, 3.30 pm - Telegram received
from Jeddah states:- Stumore’s steamer African went ashore at Abu Madafi, 40 miles distant, Feb 15;
her hull has taken injury. Chief officer came in here for assistance. It is feared she will become a wreck
unless the weather is very favourable; has a hole knocked in her forepeak. Boats will be set to her
assistance. Agreement has been made for assistance with steamer Colina on the salvage principle, “no
cure no pay.” No salvage will be claimed in England.

AFRICAN (s) - Suakim, Feb 22, 10.50 am - Jeddah wires:- African still ashore; 14 feet of water in
forehold; should the weather continue fine will probably be got off after lightening: is being lightened
rapidly: 200 tons coal arrived.

March 4th 1887, page 131, col 3-4

AFRICAN (s) - Suakim, Feb 24, 7pm — African - Tuesday - Starling Colina arrived on 21st; several
attempts towage unsuccessful; resume afternoon lightening by shows jettisoned; full water forward to
bunker lower hold after cross bunker five feet; ship bumping heavily. Fresh southerly breeze.

Feb 25, 2.20 pm - AFRICAN- Wednesday - Further attempts towing useless; Colina proceeds; Starling
remains. Water gaining in all holds. Without steam pumps difficult to float ship.

Feb 26, 8.20 am — AFRICAN
3
sunk; parted amidships. complete wreck. Starling saved entire crew, brought Jeddah.

Feb 27, 2.30pm - AFRICAN - advise immediate sale wreck public auction; weather stormy; estimate
300 tons coal landed; suggest selling auction benefit concerned; will bring full value; instruct quickly.

March 11th 1887, page 147, col 3-4
AFRICAN (s) - Suakim, March 7, 8 am - The African has been sold for the interest of all concerned; hull
and materials realised £250.
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YARD No.16
“FIFESHIRE” (Later “PEUCETA”)
Official No. 62961
Launched 28™ April 1873

The following original document drawn up at the Kinghorn Shipyard and detail the costings of
the S.S.Fifeshire. From an inventory of ships built at Kinghorn drawn up by John Key, nephew of

John Key, shipbuilder.
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From “The Fifeshire Advertiser”’, Saturday 2nd May 1873

LAUNCH OF THE KIRKCALDY AND
LONDON STEAMER.
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813ipy-and Wks.socry “tlist lie had'not been present,

her, pronouscing. ber namw to be the Fifeshire, :
bas: frota what hi hiad been told ahs had perfurmed

Bhe 18 ta be schooner rlg“"%’ Herr_ I;n;lfjlhf?r”:
fiet, breadtlh, 23§ feet, and depth of hold, vels T6.in/an ‘and graceful % .
Tha comput d tounage, B 0 497, casiyon, 490, | 1. Gptala igesaon pindwnd sald It v s
und net, ‘250, ber claes st Llayds being 904, &ﬂi‘ﬁi‘\l‘ﬂﬂ@l.'“ﬁ - Hestobrnd: to - the
besides "belng bullt‘undér speclal survey, Sheisa JouD " “.-“,lﬂl;ihlialfllﬁ, F"*\im 1o 15e r"a’njq'l;
}.day bogu fxynobed, and
i

r\

vety hmmdsome boat, ‘having s stralght’ bow wnd I
sliptic stérh; with poop add cabing  Bhe is slsa ;
" have-s bridge-louss mwidships for the secom-
modation of the captain smd re,; and I8 lne
tanded to- carry S0 frat.clavs, avd 30 secund.class
pussengers. ;. Her «nginesare 76 horee-power; and
it Is expooted ahe willpteam over 11 knok ag hoar,
Har, engloes are to be furnished by Measrs J. & T.
Dile, enginears, Mr Koy, owing tu extrems brisk.
news, havifig ten obliged fo give this pars of the
contract (¢ the kbove-oumead firm.  Aflter loaving
the wayd; wWhich ahé dM without the alightest

retice ahé rAn ont to sek, bot In eonseguence
of the #ind; which was blowlng quite a gale, she
wad drivet o' dangerous proximity to the focks 1o

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1874

Name of ship - Fifeshire

Ship’s number - 62961

Description - Iron Screw steamer - four bulkheads
Built - 1873 - Completed in April of that year

Built by - Key, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 425

Net tonnage - 207

Length - 170.6 feet

Breadth - 23.7 feet

Depth - 12.9 feet

Engine - 2 compound, 70HP

Engines built by - J and T Dale

Port of registry - Kirkcaldy

Owner - Kirkcaldy and London Steam Ship Company
Master - J Main

Launched 28th April 1873
Built to Lloyd’s 90A Class. Fore and aft schooner rigged. Full poop fitted to accommodate first and

second class passengers. Top gallant forecastle for crew.
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From Ships Registered at Kirkcaldy 1855-1903 SRO Ref. CE 63/11/12

Name of ship - Fifeshire

Ship’s no. - 62961

Port no. -2in 1873

Port of Registry - Kirkcaldy

Flag - British

Type of ship - Steam screw

Where built - Kinghorn

When built - 1873

Built by - John Key, Kirkcaldy, Fife

No. of decks - One

No. of masts - Two

Rigging - Fore and aft

Stern - Elliptical

Gallery - None

Head - None

Frame - Iron

Length - 170.6 feet

Breadth - 23.7 feet

Depth - 12.97 feet

Gross tonnage - 425.36

Registered tonnage - 166.73

No. and type of engines - Two compound direct inverted, British made in 1873 by John Key,

Kirkcaldy.

Combined power - 75 HP

Name, description and residence of owners and No. of 64 shares held by each - The Kirkcaldy
and London S.S. Co. Ltd. , having it’s principal place of office at no. 522 High
Street, Kirkcaldy. Fife - 64 shares.

Master - John Main - Certificate No. 28206

The Manager 20" November 1875 was John Annan Simpeno of Leith.

Registry closed and Cert of Registry delivered up and cancelled 5th August 1876 in consequence of
sale of vessel to Foreigners (lItaly)

From List of Ship’s Registers Opened and Closed - PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR.

August 1876. Registers closed.
Fifeshire

62961

Port of registry - Kirkcaldy

Port No. and date - 2/73
Steamer

Built - Kinghorn 1873

267 tons

Sold foreign (ltaly)

Extra information from Lloyds Register of Shipping 1896/97

Peuceta - ex Fifeshire

International Code - RKMS

Owner - Soc.Anon di Nav. a. Vap. Pugla
Port of registration - Bari

Flag - Italian
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YARD No.17

“MACGREGOR”
Official No. 65772
Launched 9" March 1872

From an inventory of ships built at Kinghorn and the costings involved for the “Macgregor”
drawn up by John Key, nephew of John Key Shipbuilder.
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“Fife Advertiser” Saturday March 16th 1872

4 SUREW STEAMER *BLACYTEgOr” IN CLATEE, AU AILCF the
LA TN OH OF A S INGHORN. T o her s shost way, they were joined. by oo
gl iG] _etibz e Sl LT I ;:f;vgrlex" -;mmer&r- icll.Tand left Lelth for
: 2 e el oy o Ty rdam an hour ore. ese four steamers
~ The largest vessol of this.kind-ever built on belong to Mcasrs Macgregor & Co. :
the Firth of Forth was sucpesslully - launched beat up the Firth with_ the ’!rsé.',’h:?f-;'f tltllelg\

on Baturdsy afterncon -lsst, from® the ‘ships “Ma £ th ted
bulding yard ~of ‘Mr Jobn' Key, KIogbors. |unce iodoed. A s brecse sprac o sealPeaL
The westher was most propltious, the stmosphere | weat immediately after the launch, aod the tuge

clog’ : 2 oalm

b 1 l'::»}g '.Tn ?ﬁﬁhi"%ﬁ&;&“‘mﬂ the f;ﬂ;“ﬂﬁﬁh';‘a‘" “"'Pnﬁﬂ h& vessel with aoy-
inhabitants of Kinghorn and Kirkealdy had assem. Leitt Lartour ,:t? g2 w;rr{rad safely in
bléd on all the coignes of Yantage In the Immedinte berthed temporaril "buida t'h‘ ang . dx, and ‘was
vicinity of tho yard, sod st high water thero must ¥ e jetty. :

have been 1300 spectators, all of whom evinced the -A?du the laanch, cake and wine \wero plentifully
greatost possiblo interest in. the proocedings, A sery s out in the drawiog-lot of the works, in
Inrge number of the senuﬂof'tbo_'_naishbqurhoog! which pearly 200 ladies and .geotlemen had
‘also turned out to feast their eyes, and to be fensted assembled. Mr Macgregor, of Leitl, presided,
upon by the more vulgar, - A goodly number of Pmmukt %."n [¥opoded, in = far' appropriate
carriages, which had conveyed for the most: part remarks, “ Succeas to the Maegregor,” which was
occupants  belonglng %o :En. “fairer portion of doly sipped by the ladies, and. drunk by the
humsnity, testifled J:..t the glite were not partica. gentlemen, m:mplled. and In doing so
larly fow ; sod their ranks récoived a vory large '!f’ﬂliﬂilom-?'_ t* the success of thg
addition by the arrival at ten minutes past twoofa |1 Pacgregor” dependod in a great measure on the
4 ynocisl” from Leith with about a hundred ladies liberality of the ladies—{applanse anf Inughter)—
.mﬂeuuemn, friends of the flrm of Macgregor for va the vessel was intended partly for the tea
and Go., for whom the vessel has been bullt, Mis trade, u liberal conswmption of that leaf would be the
Tussell, daughter of ote of the partners, having tasis of her prosperity. (Applause.) He pr:&:-cd
arrived with this train, took - her s at the " Alr Key's Health" which was very cordially
bows of the vessel, where the customary bottle of piedged.  Mr Key very briefly thanked the com-
sherry dungled b the end of a bluo ribbon ; and | Pany, who were then called 'upon by Mr Andrew

e bR JHE S W PR | S [SL el Y s ll\nl- tn deinle ta tha hanlth of Wl Taaeall, it
into the sca—Mdiss Rassell baptising her the ady who had named the vessel. This waa done
* Macgregor” as she commenced to s'ide on the with proper enthosissm, abo;tly afler which the
ways. The deafening checrs which sccogpanled | company began to diwperse, ) al57]
- the ™ Macgregor's” debut Into the water, thlwaving The dimensions of the *“ Macgregor” mre ;—
of a hoterogeneous assortivent of white and red Leogth over all, 346 fest ; Jeogth of keel and fore:
handkerchlels, of Celtic bounets, German caps,8nd | rake, 336 feet; breadth of beam for customs
Paris chapeaux, aud the defighiful smoothness with | tonnage, 34 feet ; depth in hold to-maindeck, 17
which the splendid hull glided off tho ways, made | feet; depth smidships from top of floors, 25 fect 4
tho lunnch the most successful one we Lave ever | gross tonnage, 2060 tons, - She P. handsomely fl tod
witnussed.  After glying oo almost Impercoptible | up for 20 first- class passcngors, tho stateroom
lurch to the starboard side, she settled bLoautifall I’; being ﬂnht;E with bird's-cye and maple wood. Shg

i

in the water, at two minutes t hig has four bpilers, aod two high and low pressure
water time. The wen on board gave & | engmesofl horse power, - Blio ts clrpsed I00A L
bearty cheer, and they woro aniwered from the | at Loyd's, aud is intended for the China sud Eane
shoro by ss lusty s shout. A salute wos aleo fired | trade ‘via the, Buez Canal, Bhe will we ire |
by the barque "”“'if‘"”?-‘ﬂi"ﬁ“'m‘?‘ ;hiuh was | informed, make sn effort to bo the first &0 enter the |
being towed t to Durntislan 10 steam-tugs Loadon d w is sCason’

“ Hu‘by." “ g.::rl,'_' and “{‘}elt_l"‘ then took u‘.a RRA I A e B
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Copy of the “Agreement and Account of the Crew” for the voyage commencing 6th May 1872
from Leith, Scotland
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Copy of “Transcript of Register” for Transmission to Chief Registrar of Shipping

N.A.Ref BT108/25
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Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1872/73 and 1875/76

Name of ship - MacGregor

Ship’s number - 65772

Description - Screw steamer - four masts, three decks and six bulkheads
Built - 1872 - Completed in March of that year
Built by - Key, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 1413

Net tonnage - 1297

Length - 338.7 feet

Breadth - 34.4 feet

Depth - 24.9 feet

Engine - 2 compound, 320HP

Engines built by - J. Key, Kinghorn

Port of registry - Leith

Owner - MacGregor

Master - R Grainger

Description.
Spar decked (with forecastle forward for storing anchors). Four pole masts. Raking stem and elliptic
stern. Classed 100 A at Lloyds and built under special survey. Cabin fitted up for twenty 1st class
passengers.

From Agreement and Account of the Crew for the voyage commencing 6th May 1872 from Leith,
Scotland.

The voyage - Leith to Plymouth, thence to any port or ports in Mediterranean Sea, Red Sea, East
Indies, China, Japan, Australia, North or South America or Europe. Voyage to terminate at a final port
of discharge in the United Kingdom. Term of time not to exceed one year.

Master - William Jacobsen, Leith. Cert no. 12021.

From Chief Registrar of Shipping. Transcripts and Transactions PRO Ref. BT108/251

Date and Port of Registry - 1872, Leith

Master at that time - W.E.Jacobsen, cert no. 12021
Number of decks - Three

Number of Masts - Four

Rig - Fore and aft schooner

Build - Clinker

Frame - Iron

Registration was transferred to Liverpool in April 1878.

The Times 7th January 1879, P5, Col.4
A Stormy Passage

The Steamship Macgregor (a vessel of 1,413 tons register and 2,167 horse power), which arrived in the
Mersey from Boston on Saturday, had experienced very bad weather. She left Boston, under the
command of Captain Newell, with a cargo comprising about 200 head of cattle and 900 sheep, and
encountered terrible storms, during which the greater number of the cattle were thrown overboard.
Most of the steamer’s boats were washed away or much damaged, and one man was swept from the
deck and drowned, while the carpenter was injured.
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From Mitchell’s Marine Register January 21st 1881, page 69, col. 3

Wrecks and Casualties

MACGREGOR - A telegram from GALLE of the 17th inst. states -

“ A report received at Galle states - Macgregor (s) belonging to WOOD, Liverpool totally wrecked at
Kumpari south off Ballicaloa, crew saved. Further particulars will be sent as soon as possible. ”

From Lloyd’s Shipping Index Wednesday January 26th 1881, page 12

GALLE. January 22nd 3.5am - The report of the loss of this vessel has been confirmed. The wreck lies
in 19’ of water forward, 30’ aft and 100 fathoms from shore. Cannot be saved. Few 100 bales of cotton
jute may possibly be saved. The captain remains by the wreck . (MEM. - The above is presumed to
relate to MacGregor (s), Calcutta to Marsailles, reported wrecked at Kumpari (Ceylon) about January
17th.

From Mitchell’s Marine Register February 25th 1881, page 230, col. 1

MACGREGOR form Calcutta for Marseilles, sunk at Kumpari. The Salvage Association have a
telegram from Lloyds agents at Galle dated February 24th which states -

“MACGREGOR, total salvage 43 cases indigo, 82 shellac, 1218 bales cotton, 122 hides all more or less
damaged. Further salvage doubtful. special agent reports anchorage good, Weather favourable for
operations, cannot do anything without steam pumps, and there are none available here; nothing can
be done without divers”

From List of Ship’s Registers Opened and Closed - PRO Ref. Bks.2 GRR

April 1881 - Steamers, Iron - Registers closed.
MacGregor

65772

Port of registry - Liverpool

Built - Kinghorn 1872

Gross tonnage - 2433

Net tonnage - 1594

320hp

WRECKED- 14:JAN:1881
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YARD No.18

“SWAN”
Official No.
Launched 1873

From “The Fifeshire Advertiser”’ Saturday 4th January 1873

In an item describing the launch of the Kinghorn built ship “African” on 31st December 1872 the
reporter gives information regarding three forthcoming launches from the yard, including that of the
“Swan”. He writes:-

“The other vessel on the stocks, and the one which more particularly concerns Kirkcaldy, is the vessel
building for the Kirkcaldy and London Steam Shipping Company, intended to ply between these ports.
She is expected to be ready for launching by the beginning of February. She is to be known by the
name of the Swan, in honour of our worthy Provost, who is one of the directors of the company. Her
length is to be 170 feet, breadth 23.25 feet and depth of hold 13 feet. Her engines are compound, and
are to be of 80 horse-power.

Information from MIRAMAR web site:-

ID 49467

Launched 1873
Cargo ship

Flag GBR

Tons 450

Built by Key, Kinghorn

86




YARD No.19
“KAFFIR”
Official No. 69825
Launched 23™ September 1873

From an inventory of ships and the costings involved drawn up by John Key, nephew of John
Key, shipbuilder, the ship “Kaffir”.
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From the “Fife Advertiser” Saturday 27th September 1873

LAUNCH AT KINGHURN.

On Tuesday there wua launched from the now
famous shipbuilding yar) of Mr John Key, at
Abdeo, a stesmer for (he Uninu Stesmabip Com-
psny. Before giving & description of the lsanch,
we (hink H not amiss to detail Wour resders n ahort
aceoant of the building ywrd, with ite multifarions
works. [t ls situsted, as almost all ip the distnet
know, a little to the caslt of Kinghorn rallway sta-
toa, 1n & hollow peculiarly adapunl (Of pual & pur-
pose as 1t 1 used, a0U from which vessele of soy
size could be Jaunohed.  All the modgrn applianoss
for shipbujlding are hers in fall operation, and ii
was really wonderl{ul to seo the tron plstes
umed 10 the consiructlog of the ships made  reaqy.

| We heard an experivvoosd geotloman sy, a4 we
were listlesaly looking on, that “ this buate White-
! inch,” A compliment certainly of tbe most flattering
kind o Mr Key, sod one be s worthy of, Ea
| paasani, woold it not have been botter to have had '
| thia rade at our own doots when it was wished }
| But tothe launch.  This e the foarth vessal MrEey
| has launched sivce the New Year, and the foarth be
| bas built for the Usion Coapany,the fira belog the
Mauritius; the second,tbe Dabenow the Atlantieo,
ab prosent ip our harbour | the third, the African,
lagoched og the jass day of ‘732, and whictilies given |
the gromfesy satisfachou w her owrners, huly wade
two trips from Bouthampion to the Caps of Guod
Hope within. contrmct bime by several days, .nd
which is considered one of the best of the lv‘uo|
flees of stosmehips vwoed by tie Unica Bteamahip |
Clompany; and the Inst, the Kaflr, which msde her |
debwt iato her netive element oo Tuwvalay. The |
yard, ol ~nurse, was gaily decorated with flage in
comm morition of e Ispocl, apd golie a large
concou #e ol peoply hssembled to winessit. Aboul
ball-past two, the operatioa, rather s tedioas ove, |
of knocking away the supports of the vessel wes
begun, xnd a litte after Lhree o'cluck, the custo vary |
bottle uf wine lwlog wo-ponded frooe ber bows, .'Ir |
was ready for the “ bride to ki~e her futere lord,” |
Miss Lair, daughter uf the superimondant sf Lha |
| pompany, why was (0 olripgten the vessel, then

st pped forwprd, and bolding the bottls lo readi-
cess (0 Oashi "1 aysinst Ber bows, e word was
glven to ¥ Let bar go,” when alowly bat sardy, and
| aa If the nncoascious ship knew har part, she bagan

Lo mqve, . Mipe Lalr theu dashed the bottle ak her'
bowsy fog her pame to be the: Kaflgi
Amiday tha ohecss of o speotarace wbp slid beaur
pitnlly,off the ways, aud as if [0 sckpowledgment.
;)t. ,Jjg?rm t:a frinm l[h?I t:_uo;,v ,-agllp < @fé
1 “like Mng ol " whéo sha 1

LT ra? myé.'akqp_ ¢ gmﬂ !fc - ;gti !
- h -

akuli'10 Charge by two preamesl
lts 40 b B, o bkt o7 ‘ot
K4, ' The Eafir Is o sohootersHiged scrvw«:
‘ateatuori of 820 o' gross,Kod- 1080, | bullder's:
g ey g g gy ot s
thi.of hold beitg. )6, feet. { 4] Are:
1004 thy compound-iuverfsd ¢yl pdﬂnh,; d.
hayeall the lylest jmproremeoty uib log
ful . Tllr. harao-pomar Ja 140 ppalnaly ﬂgﬁﬂﬂ“ )
with &' full prospury of alonm 700 i}prpq-pdiir m?
ber lppc;i 18 Lo bo a uplforpt one of 10 kuatd ‘ﬂhﬂ_, J
sod with, her exgellllen; accommodation r | pa-
sopgers, havioy rodm for: 60 first-glaes, 40
sgcond e, ihels waré 1o be-nxm'u;ulirnmm.
oo the ¥esbion fork wiiicl  sbe’ jo lhtetided, Bamelyy:
Wiwooh the Capo of (Gord Hopo rmd Zaasibab,
Boe e bullls under specisl suryey, nnd in oo
Wikl e Board of Irede and Admiraiy
and. §4 therdfore of tha highest clusa, We .-mif
menbivo ap worthy of pota thal the. Esfic is spegl-
ally bullt for vhe, performance of the pow famous
Zaugibar . coatesct, which ,cost the Gladsiape.
Governawent in gereral, sad the Right Hon, Boberf
Lowe in g{nﬁtrpu"r. 20 greab wn swount of popu-
Jarity, en she wis luuntcbed, she had” wlmost
ull " her lﬁlﬂlllﬂ}r}_ on tﬂlld, tha  Iarge travelling
crine In eotinection #ith the Morks ssfely effeoting
this, and thos maving s considerabls attionot of tima,
a8 well as the sheers, nbount which so mudh hat boen
suld of lute, and which, we mre affrald, if they have
W .cano Jowo, will Jo ibo wedo of LLo wwn, ae. we
have already mentionad in our leading column, 2
great deal of injury.




Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1873 (Appendix)

Name of ship - Kafir

Ship’s number - 69825

Built by - Key, Kinghorn

Built -1873 - Completed in September of that year.
Description - Iron screw steamer with two decks, part double bottom and four bulkheads.
Gross tonnage - 982

Net tonnage - 613

Length - 249.6 feet

Breadth - 28.8 feet

Depth - 15.9 feet

Engine built by - Key Kinghorn - 130 H.P.

Owner - Union Steam Ship company

Port of Survey - Leith

Port of Registry - Southampton

Master - Manning

From Lloyd’s List Monday 11th March 1878, page 11, column 26

From Capetown:

The Union Company’s steamer, Kafir, hence to Natal, stuck on Albatross Rock, 14th Feb.; crew and
passengers saved, except four natives, part of the cargo has washed ashore, cargo been sold and
realised £1000.

From Lloyd’s List Saturday 16th March 1878, page 11, column 23

From Capetown

Message dated 19th February 1878

The Kafir (Union Co’s steamer), hence for Natal, was wrecked 14th Feb., on Albatross Reef, Oliphant’s
Bush, near Cape Point; all the passengers were saved, but four of the crew were drowned. The vessel
has since become a total wreck and was sold yesterday, realising altogether about £1000.

N.B. The master of the Kafir at the time of her demise was Captain Ward. The ship had worked the
South and East African coastal routes.

From List of Ship Registers Opened and Closed -PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR

May 1878

Steamers lron - Registers closed.
Name of ship - Kafir

Ship’s no. - 68825

Port of Registry - Southampton
Built - Kinghorn, 1873

Gross tonnage - 982

Net tonnage - 613

HP - 130

WRECKED - 13th February 1878
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YARD No.20

“ITHURIEL” (Later “ANNIE ARBIB”)
Official No. 68522
Launched 16" February 1874

From the “Fifeshire Journal”, Thursday 19" February 1874, page 5 Col D

Kinghorn

Launch of large steamer

A large screw steamer was launched on Monday afternoon from the shipbuilding yard here (Mr. Key’s).
The vessel is owned by Messrs Blyth Brothers of London and Liverpool, but is under charter to Messrs
King Bailie and Co., London. She was named as she left the yard ITHURIAL, the christening ceremony
devolving upon Mrs G W Pollexfen , wife of Mr Pollexfen, managing partner of Messrs King and
Company. The lthurial is a vessel of 1154 tons (BM) and about 1200 tons gross. Customs and other
dimensions are — length, 260 feet, breadth of beam, 30 feet 3inches, depth of hold 20 feet. She is fitted
up with engines of 140 H.P. on the compound principal and with all the latest improvements. The
Ithurial was taken in tow by two steam tugs for Leith, where she will be fitted out for sea. She will sail
from Glasgow for Bombay on 21° proximo.

From the “Mercantile Navy List and Directory 1879”

Name of ship “Ithuriel”
Ship’s No. 68522
Port of Registry - London
Date of Registry - 1874
Where built - Kinghorn, Fifeshire
When built - 1874
Material built of - Iron
Registered tonnage - Net 753
Gross 1160
Horsepower and propeller - 150 screw
Owner 1879 - J.C.Blythe, Blundellsands, Lancashire.

Extra information from Lloyd’s register of Shipping 1875/76

Name of ship - Ithuriel

Description - Screw Brigantine

International code - MRKH

Gross tonnage - 1176

Length 250.1 feet

Breadth - 30.1

Depth - 19.5

Engine - 2 compound, 1 direct action, 150HP
Engine built by - J.Key, Kirkcaldy

Information on the ship “ANNIE ARBIB”
From List of Ships Registers Opened and Closed PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR

January 1882

Steamers, Iron - Registers closed
Ship’s name - ANNIE ARBIB
Ship’s No. - 68522

Port of Register - London

Built - Kinghorn

When built - 1874

Nett tonnage - 753

Gross tonnage - 1160

H.P.-150

ABANDONED 28th November 1881
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Report from “The Times ” 6 :Jan:1882, Page 9, Column E

Uaptain Forster, R.N., Captain Castle, and Mr, Merri-
field, U.E., were the assessors. )
was ab ivquiry into the circumstances under which
the sbove-named vessel was lost in the North Sea on the
98th of November last, She was an iron stcnmsh}g of
about 1,160 tons gross ragister, built at Kinghorn, in Fife-
shire, in the year 1874, and at tho time of her loss was the
property of Mr. Eugene Arbib, of London, The vessol
went to Cronstadf from Swanses in the early part of last
November with a cargo of coals, having discharged which
she was loaded with & cargo of about 1,200 toos of wheat
and oats, and lett Oronstadtabout the middle of tho month
with this cargo bound for London, The ecargo was all
loaded in bulk, Bo%gh weather was encountered both in
the Baltic and the North Sea. .On the 16th of November

tho wosthor Lucamo badyand o beary aon cavrisd awny pase
of the steering génr. Onthe 28th tho steering pesr was
repaired, but the weather continued to be very stormy ;
thera wasa hurricave' raging from tho south-west, with
very high scas, A heari sea struck tho ship, which caused
the cargo to shift and gave the vessel a strong list
tu stacboard. Every effort was made to right the
vessel, and the actual meaSures taken were described in
court, The upshot, however, was thet the vesscl never
recovered herself, and finally, at about 3 o'clockin the
afternoon, o . ¥armonth fishing smack, was observed, to
whieh signals of distress wero wmade, and eventually tho
crow determined to sbandsn the Anpie Arbib. With
gome difficulty sll hands were taken off Ly the smack, All
the crew (who numbered 24) were thus soved, but the
vessel was totally lest, The important question raised
by the inquiry was whether the cargo was properly stowed
and the hold properly tted for a grain cargo, snd whether
proper measitces werd taken to preventit from shifting.
Mo cargo baiong loaded wholly in bulk, the patuce, extent,
and security of the shifting boards and other means used
to provent shifting becamo very material, aud npon this
point thore was some conflict of testimony, The chief
question raised was whather sufficiont precautions were
taken to pravent the cargo shifting. The Grain Cargoes
Act of 1350 contained no specific provisions relsting to the
stownge of carocs to ports in the Baltic asit didin rela-
tion %o ports in the DMediterranean, Black Sea, and

North America. Tho third section, however, is of general

spplication, and is in the following words i~

"*YWhere s grain cargoisladen onany British ship,all neces-
sary and reasonable precautions(whether prescribed by this
Actor not)shall betaken in order to prevent the grain cargo
from shifting. If such precautions bave not Euan taken
in the casa of avy such ship, the master of the ship and
any agent of tho owner who is cliarged with the loading
of the shtlp or the sending her to0 sea shall each be liable
to s penalty not exceeding £300, and the owner of the
ehip sball also bo liable to the same penalty, unless bo
shows that ho tock all reasonnble means to coforce the

observance of this section, and was not privy to the breach

| thereof.”

The -questions in the order in which they wers put

before the Court were—fiest, whether the cargo was pro-
| perly stowed, especially as regarded the shifting boards, and

swwhathar the vaveal bhad propor hoam fitkinge | ecoandly,
whether sho had had sufficient freevboard and sufficient
stability., Some questions besides arose asto tho con-
struction of the vessel herself, as to what her proportions
were, and whether her construction was such that she
was 0t to carry grain in bulkin the mannerin which
it was stowed,

At the conclusion of the evidence tendered by the Board
of Trade, the Court adjoarned.

Az, Muir Mackenzie ngPured for the Solicltor to the
Board of Trade, Mr, W, Murton ; Mr. &, Wood Hill for
the owner ; Mr, Nalson and Mr. King for the master.
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Wreck Commissioner’s Court - The ANNIE ARBIB

(No. 1217))
« ANNIE ARBIB” (S.8.)
The Merchant Shipping Acts, 1854 to 1876.

Ix the matter of the formel Investigation held
8t Westminster on the 5th and 6th of Jauuary
1882, before H. C. Rormeey, Esquire, Wreck
Commissioner, assisted by Captain Castrz, Captain
Forster, and C. W. Msmetrrerd, Esquirs, as
Assessors, into the circmmstances atfending the
abandonment and loss of the stesmship *“ Awwie
Amsms,” of London, on the 28th of November 1881,
whilst on & voyage from Cronstads to London with
a cargo of grain.

Beport of Court.

The Court, having carefully inquirsd irto the cir-
cumstances of the above-mentioned shipping casualty,
finds, for the remsons snnexed, that the lose of the
said ship was due to the shifting of the cergo, arising
from the insufficiency of the shiffing bosrds, from their
not imving been properly sacu.ed, and from the absence
of beam fillings in the ’'tween decks, snd that David
Dudding, the master of the vesssl, is to blame for the
cusnalty. For these wrongful scts and defaults the
Court suspends the certificote of the ssid David Dudding
for six months.

The Court is not asked to make any order as to
costs.

Dated the 6tb day of Janaary 1882,
(Signed) H. C. Rotmzzry,
Wreck Commissioner.

‘We concur in the above report.

(Sigmed) Gzeorse H. Forsrer, 3
Jomy 8. GASILE, jﬁsaessnra.
Crizres W. Mrrrmreip,

Annex 9 the Report.
This eage was heard at Westminster on the 3th and

6th of January instant, when Mr, Muir Msckenaie
appeared for the Board of Trade, Mr. Wood Hill for the
owners, and Mr. Nelson for the master of the ' Annie
Arbib.” Nine witnesses having been produced by the
Board of Trade and examined, Mr. Mair Mackenzie
handed in a statement of the guestione upon which the
Board of Irade desired the opinion of the Court. Hour
of the witnesses having been shen recalled nnd further
examined on behalf of the mastar, Mr. Wood Hill and
Mr. Nelson addressed the Court for their respective
parties, and Mr. Muir Mackenzie having been heavd in
reply, the Court proceeded to give judgment on the
guestions on whickh lts opinion bad Leen ssked. Lhe
circnmstances of the case ure as follow :—

The “ Annie Arbib" was an iron screw steamship
belonging to the Port of London, of 1160 tons gross,
and 753 tons net register, end wos fitted with engines
of 150 horse power. She was built at Kinghorn, in
Fifeshire, in the year 1874, and at the tume of her loes
was the ty of Mesars. Arbib, of 46, 86 Mary Axe,
in the City of London, merchazts, Mr. Eugenio Arbib
being the managing owner. She left Cronstadt on the
16th of November last for London, with o crew of
24 hunds all told, and baving on board about 1,200 to
1,210 tous of groin, balf of which was wheat and balf
outs, in addition to 115 tons of bankercoal, 2nd drawing
16 feec 2 forwurd, and 17 feex ¥ aft. Having called in
nt Copenhagen, she there took in 25 tons of buuker
coal, and then continued her voyage without anything
particnlarocenrring until the 26th, whenshe eocountered
a heavy gale from the 8.W., nnd in the course of that
day the rods or chains which connect the 'midship
wheel with the rudder afy broke, and the vessel tock a
list to starboard. Having repaired the rodder chsigs,
she continued her course, bat from that time the crrgo
seemed to be always on the move, shifting from side w

T.567. 08Y.  150.—1fe2. W 200, K. & 8.

gide, g0 that it wns nacessarv to changs the tack avery
ulces Or [ULr LOUrY, 1 Kedp tle Curgu uy n!arlg ay
poseible amidships. The gale continued to blow
throughous the 27th with increased violence, the vessel
shipping large gusatities of water fore and aft, and at
about 4 a.m. of the 28th, whilst the vessel was heading
nbount west or W.S.W., the wind blowing a hurricane
from the 8.W., she was struck on the port bow bya
tremendous ses, which carried away the starboard life.

boat, and sll the spare gear sbont the deck, gutted the
cabin, lifted the port life-boat out of the chocks, and
hove the vessel down on her starboard ide.

Having tried, but without success, to bring her round
on to the other tack under & storbosrd helm against
the wind, the helm was put hard-a-port, and they wore
her round and brought her up with her head to the
sonthward in hopes of righting her. The vessel how-
ever continned to lie over on starboard side with
the decks exposed to the full force of the waves, and in
danger of hoving the hatches beaten in; sccordingly,
on & smack-bearing down to them, preparstions were
made to get the boatsout. The pinnace with 8 hands
wes firgh lowered into the water, snd remsined under
the len of the ship, until they were picked up by the
smeck. With great dificulty the port life boat was
then got out, a.n% all the remainiog hands having got
into her, they suceeeded in reaching the smack, from
which they were subsequently landed st Yarmouth,
We are told that it was between 12 and 1 p.m., when
the last of the crew left her, and that at that time
Yarmouth bore 5.W., distant about 50 miles.

Now the first guestion nion which oar opinion has
been asked is, *“ Whether, when the veasel left Cronstadt,
she wes i» o good and seaworthy condition.” We were
told by Mr. M¢Coll, who designed her, and super-
intended her nonstraction, that she waa bailt for
Mlessrs, Blyth Brothers, of iver . and was intended
chiedy for the Brazil and River Plate trades. He also
told ue, that as she was to have a large double ended
boiler put into her, they suggested to the owners,
whilst she was boilding, that she should have more
metel put into the muin deck, but that suggestion was.
nob adopted by the owners; and on her being classed
in the Liverpool Undarwriters’ Association, she obtained
only an 18 years class, & good class, bus uot the highest.
She remained in the possession of Messrs. Blyth
Brothers aztil about November 1880, when theg sold
bhor to Meosre. Asbib, and we weze told by M. Baker,
Mesere. DBlyth's superintendent, that during all the
time that she was in their possession, she proved herself
to be an esecellent vessel, and alwsys carried her
cargoes well. On being purchased hy Messrs, Arbib
she ‘was put into éry dock, snd unoderwent a thorough
overhaul; and was agein oveghmﬂred J;ud :t i:;w dry

ek as late as Augnat lnst. e have thorefore no
:qgsson to doubt thus, when she lefth Uronatadt, she was,
so far as the hall was concerned, in s thoronghly good
and sewworthy condition. :

The second question which we are asked is, *“ Whether
sha was overladen, and whether she had safficient free.
bonrd 7" e were told by Mr. M*Col!l that she was
designed to curry w dend weigho of 1,000 tous oo a [ree-
board of 4 feet 5; and as ou this voyage she had oniy
1,210 tons, besides 115 tons of bunker coal, making
altogether 1,335 tous, she wounld seem notb to have been
overladen. Alr. Haker also told us that during the
time she was in DMessrs. Blyth's possession she fre-
gquently carried heavier cargoes, and carried them well.

t seema &lso that the loed line was placed at 4 feet §
below the line of the deck, and s on leaving Cronstads
it was about an inch above vhe water on the port side,
whilst it was & little below it on the starboard side,
the vessel having a slight liss to starboard, she would
seem to have had a freebonrd of about 4 feet 6, or 54
inches, which, on o depth of hold of 19'5 feet, gives
a little mors than 2} inches of freeboard to every foot
depth of hold, which the assessors consider to be ample.
As, too, the water is fresh at Cronstadt, she would rise
on gettng into sals water; besides which, she would
lighten by the consumption of conls, whioh we are told
was ebout 10 tous a duy. We have, therefore, no hesi.
tation in saving that the vessel was not overladen, and
that ehs had a suffieient freeboard. .

The third question which we are asked is, ** Whether,
s8 laden, she vessel hod sufficient stability P  blr,
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one side to the other, but the assessors tell me that this
is not at all vecessary, and onght not to be done, for
thac the cargo is always trimmed from the hatehes and
not from tha ends and ther if thare waa annse A a
man gta‘n round the grmin woald also readily get
round, r auswer then to she first part of this
question must be chat the shifting boards were nog

ent for the purpoee for which they wers required,
that 8 to say, to prevens the cargo from shifting. A4
regards the thwartship bunker, all that we nee 58y i3
that according to the carpenter there wers originally six
planks fitted in the apper part of it, but thst nue of
them was removed to trim the o , and was not
replaced. It was, however, a comparstively small com-
partment, and nothing turns apon this,

Secondly, Were the shifting boards properly sud
securely fastened and shored? On this point not o
question was osked of the maater or of sithar of tha
mates, although they were produced after the parpantar
had given his evidence, and might have contrmdicted
him bad they been ablo to do 20. Now, sccarding to
the carpenter, some of the shifting boards wers securad
to the stanchions by hook bolts and nuts at each end,
whilst others had only one end secared, the other end
resting agoinst the stanchions, which formed o species
of ladder for the men going inand out of the hatehways,
and it was to these loose ends for the mnst part that {he
shifting boards in the hatchways were secured by epikes
or mnails 5 inches long. Such a mode of firing the
boards was, in the opi of the & ®, neither safa
nor proper; the planks, being 17 feet long and single,
ought in their opinion t5 have been sttached at BVery
stanchion. As regurds the shoring we bave nothing to
say against that, as tha planks appear to have been
Ernpar y shored off to the stanchions t tha sidss of tha

atchwoys.

The fifth quesiion which we are eeleed i, " Whather
the feeders 1n the "tween dacks wore properly con-
strocted P’ It seems that in the fore.hold thers ware
two large hatchways, and us the lower hatches were off,
they wounld serve the purpose of feeders. In the after.
hold shere was ouly one hatchway, bat there wo are told
that thers were two feaders, sbout & feet 2 long by
4 feet 2 wide in the fore part, aud s third in the sfter
part, which we think wonld be sufficient ts act as
teeders to the lawer hold.

The sixth question is, ‘ Whether thsre were proper
besm filliogs; snd if not, whether any ons, and’ if' 50,
who, is to blame for the omission " The captain told
u3 that he did not kunow whether there wers or were not
beam fillings in the "twean decks, but both the mates as
well as the carpenter said that there ware not any there.
Indeed the second mats, s witness by no means un.
favourable to the master or to the owner, told us that
in the after "tween decks where he wos & mnn conld pot
his head over the top of the shifting boards betvesn the
besms, so that it i8 clear that ths grain conld pass
readily over tha tops of the bosrds from side to side of
the ship ; and what, therefore, we have now to consider
is, who is to blame for this omission. Prima facie, of
course, the o?tnﬁn is responsible for the vessel being
properly fitted with shifting boards, and if he chooses
to delegnte that doty to the entar or to the mates,
he ongnv to see thas they know how to do it. Ters the
capiain seems 10 have been the only man on board who
bad any practioal knowledge on ‘the subject; he ad-
mitted that he knesw that beam Allings were ne::essa?n
and that if be had seen that they wers not there e
should have ordered thein to be put in. He regleoted
to do =0, and consequently the blame for thair smission
rests with him.

The seventh question upon which cur opinion is ssked
is, " Whether the pump wells were properly constructed
and groin tight?” There has been 1o evidencs to shew
that the pump wells wera not properly sectred and

in tight; ou the contrary, the carpenter told us that

e bad assisted the runto to 8t and mub them securely,

The eighth question which we are asked is, "' Whether
the e wos properly stowed, and whether all resson-
able ond proper precauiions wers taken to pravent it
from sbiiting, in accordance with section 3 of the
Carringe of Grein Act, 1880 P And, first, it was con-
tended by Mr. Wood Hill thet the Act did net apply,
for that vhe ** Annis Arbib” waa not o ** ship luden with
' u grain cargo" within the meaning of ths Act of
Parlisment. The point, he told na, hod been suggeated
to him by Mr, Nelson, bnt he sdopted it nnd srgued it
at some length, Ho snid that by the 10th section of the
Ace *‘grain " is defined to be " uny corn, rics, peddy,
‘! pualse, seeds, nuats, or ans kernels,” and thar alchough
the word *‘corn" might inclode wheat, snd perhaps

anrlag, it would not menn oats; that consennently the
vessel, haviag on board half wheat and balf sats, enn
be said to have had only 603 tons of “ grmin ™ on board,
Tl‘»\: By T VT o ST Y l.mb_ v 0 e 1uth
section provided that a ** ehip laden with a grain carga
menat & ship one.chird the tonnage of which excesded
one-hulf the' nuraber of tons of grain which the vessel
nad on board; and as the tonnage of the vesssl was,
M. Wood Hill told us, 1,160 tons, one-third thereof, or
388 tony, would ba more than one-balf of tho waight of
fhe grain which she bad on board, and that conse uently
she would not come nnder the provisions of the Ack,
And, first, 85 to whether * corn ™ includes *' onts.” It

ia certainly not very easy to understand why *“corm™
should mean wheat,

and perhaps barley, rather than
oaws. Mr, Wood Hill aﬂminged. lihl; in ora‘}mq parlance
corn did igclude oats, as, for instance, whers a groom
is told to give n feed of corn to s harse ; bus he said that
if you went to Mark Lane and ordered o cargo of corn,
thay would give you a cargo of wheat, and if they
delivered a carga of oats you would not be bound to
Sccept it. I confess that I do mot know what the
practics io Mark Lans is in this respect, but I have
aisherts alwaya thought that corn was :fmarlo term,
including wheus, oats, barlay, rye, &c. ; and on referri
w Stevens on - Stowage, p. 216, nnder ths title o
" Grain snd Corn,” ﬂng the following passage:—
! Groin i3 described s being the small seed o sny
kind of grass, chisfly however cereals, which are the
grasses producing bresd corm, and are the object of
coatinuous calturs for food, ns whest, rye, barley,
maize, osts, rice, sud millet. Corn is the general
commerciai pame for the grain or seed of plants nsed
for human food. In England the bread corn is chiefly
wheat; in the Tnited States the name varn spplies
8specially to msize; in Scotland iv is given to oats
betore they are ground ; and in Sweden, Ireland, &e., it
denotes batley.” I should add that the $th section of
the Act, anb.section b. (1), refors to ** oats " as being &
kind of “ grain” Tt appears to us, therefore, that
whother we regard the word in its scientifie, commercial,
or ordinary senso, or in the semeo intended by the Act,
sora inclades oats.  Buy nssuming that we are wron,
in this view, aud that only the wheat that the
bad oxn board is to be regarded as grain, would it
true to say chat, reckoning two tons of grain for each
ton of the vessal's tonuage, the weight of the grain did
a0t exceed s third of the tonnage? In estimabing the
tonnage Ar, Wood Hill had taken the gross mnung.
whick, he said, was intended by she Act; but ss the
Act says the *' registered tonnage” I am at s loss to
coaceive on what ground we are to take the gross ton.
aage. Now the registered tonnage of the ** Annie
Arbib” was 750 tons, and one-thitd of this would be
251; denbling this wa onl t 502 tons, and sa it is
sdmitted that the vessel h ng tons of wheat on board
the wheat elone wonld exceed the tonnage. I shonl
not have dwels so long on these ntg’ecmns bad not
Mr. Wood Hill asked for s judiciel finding upon the
pointe with a view, I presume, to en ap) from omr
decision, for he said that a decision on our part might
expose bis eliznts to very hoavy claims on the wpm of

e

the owners or onderwriters of the cargo. - have
tharefore ne hesication in sayiog that, in our opinion,
oags are covered by the word “ corn,” and that are

tharefore grain within the mesning of the Act; that
the words “‘yvegicrered tonnage"” mean the registered
tonaage and not the gross tonnage of the vessel ; and
fioas consequantly the ** Annie Arbib" mngt ba con-
sidered to ba & "' ship laden with & grain car, 0" within
the meaning of the Act, and as such subject to its
provisions, .

This being so, we have now to consider what are the
requirements which the Act imposes upon chips * laden
‘! with & grain corgo.” Section 4, sub.section ¢., is in
these words :—'* Where grain is carried in the hold or
beoween the decks, whether in bags or bulk, the hold ar
thespace batween the deoks shall be divided by a longi-
tudinsl bolkhead or by sufficient shifting boards, which
oxgend from deck to deck or from the deck to the
iealson, &od are properly secured, sod if the grain is
in bolk ere fitted grain-tight with ﬁm er fillings
bepween the beams.” It wos ssid by Mr. Nelson thot
this section of the Act applies only to veasels engaged
in the Morth American or Black Sea trade, and that it
doea not apply to ships engaged in the Baltic trade, for
whick, seeing tha comparative shortness of the vaynge,
the Act seams 10 contemplate less stringent regulations ;
ond in that view we are dis to concur. But then
there i3 seation 3, which applies to all grnm-l.u.dgn ships,
and whick is in these words:—* Where a grain cargo
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« e e
is laden on suy British ship oll necessury and reasonable
recantions (whether preseribed by this Actornot) shall
P taken in order to prevent the grain carzo from
shifting;" and it then goes on $o say that, '*if snch
** precautions have not been taken' the mastor of the
ah&&.c' shall be liable to certain penalties “* anlesahe
= We LOBD OB LOUN 013 FOGEvswdy twvoon o ol e
“ tha obsarvance” of the section. What then we have
to consider in this case is, whether the muster teok
«3]] reasonsble snd proper precantions in order to
“ prevent the grain cargo from shifting.” Now we
are told that half of this cergo wes wheat and half
cats, and that the wheat being the heavier wus of
conrse put st the bottom, whilst the oats were kept
% the top; and we were reforred to a passige at poge
437 of Stevens on Stownge, where it is said that '~ oats
“ do not require shifting boards,” and it was said that,
admitting the existence of these spaces in the fore and
after 'tween decks, where there were 1o shifting boards,
their absence could be of no consequence, as no shifting
boards were pecessary. 1t will be well, however, to
read the whols of the passage in Stevens. After ab-
serving that ** osts do not require shifting boards,” he
goes on to say, “ they should be clesely packed or con-
* gidersble freightage will be lost; they are usually
** trodden down by foot; sometimes o stone roller or o
4 oask full of water is ased, an operation which wheat
“ will not bear.”” Now,lam told by the assessors that
this passage in Stevens refers to o time when grain was
carried in smaller vessels than it in mb present, and
when much mora care waa taken in stowing it, weeks
sometimes being occapied in tha process, snd not a8 ag
present, snd as was done in the case of this ship, where
the cargo is shot on_boerd with the ntmost axpedition ;
in the former case the ﬂrﬁ of grain used to be pressed
tightly down, which wonld prevent it from shilting,
whereaa it ia now generally allowed fo settle down in
course of the voyage, and is therefore much more liable
to shift. As I read, then, the p in Stevens, it is
this: if oats be closely packed, either by being trodden
down by foot, as they ususlly are, or by being pressed
down by & stone roller or s cask foll of water, shifting
boards are not ired. If, however, this is not dons,
shifting boards are, I am told by the assessnrs, a5 naces-
sary for oats ns for any other kind of grain; shifling
rds, therefore, were y in the case of the
¢ Annis Arbib,” This beinﬁ- 0, we have now to con-
gider whether the vessel fitted, as we have seen, with no
shifting boards at all for & spece of from 9 to 10 feet in
the fore part of the fore 'tween decks, and for a like
space in the fore part of the after "tween decks, es well
ns for a-space of from 3 to 4 feet in the nfter part of
the fore hold, both in the lower hold and in the "tween
decks, with no beam fllings in the "twoen decks, and
+with o space mbove the shifting boards large emoungh
according to the second mate, for » man to nut his he
over, we bave to consider whether & vessel thus Sited
was “* properly stowed,” and whether it can be said that
“ il reasonable and proper precautions ' weve taken o
prevent the cargo from ehifting ; and we have no hesita-
tion in eaying that she wss mot. According to the
nssessors, in o vessel ficted as this vessel is proved to
bave been, the grain, whether it was onte or wheat,
would pass from side toside of the s'.’.\iE, either over the
top or round the ends of the Eh‘}.ﬁ;i.b? oards, almost as
readily as if there bad been no shifting boords at all.
In apswer, therefore, to the eighth guestion, we have
only to say that, in our opinion, the cargo was not pro-
perly stowed, and that yeasonable end proper precau-
tions were not token to prevent it from shifting m
;lggr&aucs with Sectien 3 of the Camviage of Grain Act,
‘T'he ninth gquestion which we nre nsked is, " Whether,
when the yessel left Cronstads, she bad a list to star-
beard, and if so, what wos the extent and cause
thereof?"” There seems io bave been = trifing list of
seme 2 or 3 inches to starboard when she left Cronstads,
due, ns we were told by vne of the witnesses, o 3 quan-
tity of ashes, the refuse from the engine room, having
been placed on that side; but before she left ber
unchorage that list was neerly, if not entirely cured and
we attribute no iraportance whatever to it. '
The tenth qrestion which wa ara asked is, ** Whether
there was anything in the proportions of the ship hersell
to lead the captain to believe that if the groin cargo in
bunlk bad bLeen properly stowed and secured the vassel
was likely to capsizef” o heve olreedy answered
that quesiion by saying thet, judging from the propor-
rions of the vesssl, the infercnce which we should be
dizposed to draw is, that she had ample stalilisy for the

carriage of a cargo of this deseription; so ¢
mrfl‘:'{ bad been properly sl:o]:;ﬁ and sceured the Yo
would, in our opinion, probably not haw i
she did. s ¢ Chpeiudy ,

Tha eleventh question mpon which snr apiy:
seked i3, ** Whether the vessel was navigated with i
mremlilea sama amd =12 Wa hava = Rty
apuinst the master's seamanship.  Seeing thap th,
appears to have been on the move from Snturd;%
that it was necessary to change the tack m{;"‘
four hours to keep the cargo as nenarly ns posgible *
ships, the assasenra ara of opinion that it required
sidernble skill in nevigating her to prevent Ler ;:'
eapsizing before she dig.n

The twelfth snd lsst guestion which we are askeq ;
*“ Whether the mester and officers are, or either of
is, in defauly? " and it is added that ** the Board of Try,
'* ars of opinion that the certificute of the master shey
' be dealt with,” That the loss of this vessel ang ),
cargo was due vo the shifting of the cargo, and that iy
ahiftiug was caused by the improper way in which g
shifting boards wers put in, admits in oor opinion of
doubt whatever, For not seeing then thav the shif;
boards were progerly and securely fixed, the master)
in our opinion wholly to blame. He alone of thow g
board had hed experience in the grain earrying trai,
and knew how vessels coming With gruin from fj
Baltic onghs to be fitted. Moreover, the Act imposy
that dnty 2pon him. It was said :JI Mr. Nelson that iy
master might fairly bave assumed that the carpests '
would know how o ft op & ship for the carrisgso

Batif

0

in, but in this case the ter never befiny
tted & grain ship, and could therefore be .
pected to kuow very much about it. A master, howers,

who chooses to delegate to another a daty which
belongs to him, is bound to see thab the person towha
the duty is entrusted knows how to perform it, und
it is properly done. The master told us that he gin
ropar timne and sstention to the stowing of the
gun this could nct have been of a very
churacter, otherwize he wounld have seen that therawen
po beam fllings in the 'tween decks; snd be
admitted that, if he had observed that they were
theta, ha would bave ordered them to be supplicd. T
(aurs moreaver has greas reason to complain of the wird
which the master gave his evidence. At bis fm
examination he led us to think thot the shifting of t
cargo Wwas Gue to the violence of the gale on the i
not that it had begun to shift as early as on the Sew
day: in fact thot it was the exceptional violence d
Monday’s horricane that bad snddenly brooght swu
the cosnalty. That this, however, was nos 50, 18 der
from the evidence of the chief mote, o witness whors
vary far from being unfavourableto the master,sodsb
told us thes the cargo had begun to shift on the Suw
day, that he spoke to the coptain aboat it, and that
captain told him to *put her on the other tack," ul
thut he hed done so, and that from thas time she v
changed {rom tock to tack every 3 or + four hows &
keep the cargo as nearly ss possible amidships. 5
did the master act towards us in a very straighdorms!
way, when in his first examination he a jed o
mension of these spaces in the fore part of the fore =l
after 'tween decks, snd in the ofter parg of thefm
hold, where there were no shifting buards; whos b
then told us was, that ** she was particularly
o prowed.” Afterwards, however, when he was rectt
by Mr. Nelson, he admitted that he koew of the e
ence of these sEa.ues where there were no 3
bosrds, but that be thought it of mo consequesce; ¥
the facs thas be seid nothing about it in his firs ess
nation Seems to raise a suspicion that be mest b
Jknoswn thas the omission to put ahil'tin% boards in B
laces would be  soarce of danger to the ship, mnd ¥

had therefore tried to conceul the fact frou .

O1 the whole, the assessora are of opinion thet #it¥
oné of the worst cases that has ever come before 12
wnd they thick that they would not be doing their .
unless they suspended the certificate of this masttt &
gix months, We shall accordingly order his certifistt
e suspended for that period.

The Coart wos not asked to make any
costs.

order &7

Signed H. C. Rormery, ,
igaed) Wreek Commissios®
Wea coveur,

(Sigued) Gzones H. FonstEr,

Jouw 8. CastLE,

}As&&ﬂ‘
Cuantes YW. MERRIFIELD,
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YARD No.21

“MACTAN”
Official No. 65790
Launched 2" May 1874

From “The Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday 9th May 1874, page 3, column 4

Launch at Abden

A screw steamer was launched Saturday afternoon from Mr Key’s shipbuilding yard at Abden. Miss
Dow, of Dysart, performed the christening ceremony, naming the vessel the “Mactan” when the vessel
cleared the ways. The vessel is the property of a Spanish Company, and is intended to ply between
Manila and the Philippine Islands.

From the “Mercantile Advertiser and Shipping Gazette” Tuesday 5th May 1874, Page 3, Col. E

Launches

A magnificent steam ship was launched from the Abden Shipbuilding Yard near Kirkcaldy, on Saturday
afternoon. The vessel, fitted with engines on the compound principal , was launched ready for sea, and
was immediately taken in tow for Leith. She is intended for a Spanish company, and will ply between
Manila and the Philippine Islands

From Lloyd’s Register 1876/77

Name of ship - “Mactan”

Ship’s No. - 65790

Description - Iron screw steamer. Four bulkheads. 98 H.P.
Built - 1874, completed in May. Built under special survey
Built by - J. Key, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 634

Nett tonnage - 411

Length 175.1ft.

Breadth - 25.1ft.

Depth - 12.71t.

Engines built by J.Key, Kinghorn

Master - Larrinagr

From Lists of Ship’s Registers Opened and Closed 1874-1883 (PRO Ref 387.2 GRR)

June 1874

Registers closed

MACTAN (ship)

Ship’s no. - 65790

Rig - Schooner

Port of Registry - Leith

Port No. and date of registry - 9/1874
Tons - 411

Built - Kinghorn, Fife 1874

Sold foreign
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From Chief Registrar of Shipping. Transcripts and Transactions PRO Ref. BT 108/253

Ship’s name - Mactan

Ship’s no. - 65790

When built - 1874, completed in September of that year.
Port of Register - Leith

Flag - British

Propulsion - Screw steamship
Where built - Kinghorn 1874
Built by - John Key, Kirkcaldy
No. of decks - Two

No. of masts - Two

Rig - Schooner

Stern - Elliptic

Build - Clinker

Framework - Iron

Length - 175.15ft.

Breadth - 25.1ft.

Depth - 19.76ft.

Engines - 2 x Compound direct
Built by - John Key, Kirkcaldy
H.P.-98

Registered tonnage - 410.59

Owners - Cornelius Robert Blair Pickford of Manchester in the County of Lancaster -
Shipowner.

Vessel sold to a Foreign Registry
Closed 2nd June 1874 as per certificate of Registry received 3rd June 1874

17" January 1879 — wrecked at Talunanan in the Philippines
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YARD No.22
“TUDOR”

(Later “CITY OF BELFAST”, “ARTEMIS” and “ZANNIS XENIOS”)
Official No. 74555
Launched 5" September 1876

From the Fifeshire Advertiser, September 9th 1876, page 3, column 5

Launch of a steamer.

Only a week or two ago a large sailing vessel was launched from Abden and on Tuesday afternoon
another vessel, a magnificent iron screw steamer left the yard. There was a strong breeze blowing at
the time, but sot withstanding the launch was a most successful one. The vessel is the property of Mr
John Bacon, of Liverpool, and as she left the ways was christened the Tudor by Mrs Bacon, the wife of
the owner, who gracefully performed the ceremony. The Tudor will be a schooner rigged vessel of the
following dimensions:- length 223ft; breadth of beam 29ft; depth of hold 17.5ft. She 922 tons gross, 600
tons net register, and is fitted with compound engines of 110HP and 500 effectual. Immediately after
the launch the vessel was towed round to Kirkcaldy, where she will be finished and fitted out for sea.
The Tudor is intended to ply between Liverpool and the Mediterranean in the iron and copper ore trade.
Two other vessels are at present in course of erection at Abden.

From the Fifeshire Advertiser, September 30th 1876

The following item appeared under LOCAL INTELLIGENCE :-

“THE HARBOUR - The two vessels lately launched by Messrs. Key from their yard at Kinghorn and
which have been fitted out in Kirkcaldy Harbour, having both been got ready for sea, left this week, the
barque “Peru” on Monday morning, and the S.S. “Tudor” on Thursday. Once more the old “Triad” is left
in solitary occupation.”

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1877/ 1878

Name of ship - Tudor

Ship’s No. - 74555

Built - 1876 Kinghorn, Fifeshire

Built by - J Key and Sons, Kinghorn
Description - Iron screw steamer

Gross tonnage - 924

Net tonnage - 572

Length - 223ft.

Breadth - 29.3ft.

Depth - 17.5ft.

Engine - Compound 2 cylinder, 110HP
Engine built by - K Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy
Port of Registry - Liverpool

Owner - John Bacon - 4 Rumford Place, Liverpool.

The original owner, John Bacon, ran a Mersey-Thames service. This later became one of the
components of Coast Lines Ltd.

Whilst on a voyage from Siestri Levanti, Italy to Garston on the River Mersey with a cargo of copper
and five passengers on board the Tudor became stranded on Devils Bank between Dingle and her
intended destination, Garston. She broke in two but was subsequently salved and repaired. Later that
same year she was sold to Palgrave, Murphy and Co., Dublin and renamed “CITY OF BELFAST”
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Extra information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - CITY OF BELFAST - ex TUDOR
Master - J Cough

Description - 1 deck, two tiers of beams, iron screw
Gross tonnage - 895

Under deck tonnage - 787

Net tonnage - 536

Length - 226.9 feet

Built - 1876 - finished in September of that year
Engine - Compound 2 cylinder - 119NHP
Engine built by - John Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy
Owners - Palgrave and Murphy, Dublin

Port of registry - Dublin

Flag - British

In 1914 she was detained at Hamburg but was returned to her owners in 1918 following the termination

of World War One.

In 1919 she had two changes of ownership. On 22" March she was sold to William McAllum, London
and in December to G. N. Pitos & Co., Chois, Greece when she was renamed “ARTEMIS”

In 1930 she was sold to Xenophon Z Zenios, also of Chois, Greece, and renamed “ZANNIS XENIOS”.
In October the same year she became stranded on Stringolo Point whilst on a voyage from Piraeus to

Cyprus and later sank.
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YARD No.23
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YARD No.24
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YARD No.25

“JOHN STIRLING”
Official No. 63708
Launched 12" February 1876

From the Fifeshire Advertiser, Saturday 12th February 1876

The New Forth Ferry Steamer.

This afternoon there will be launched from the shipbuilding yard of Mr Key at Kinghorn, the new
passenger steamer for the Burntisland and Granton ferry. out of compliment to the chairman of the
North British Company (who owns her) - Mr Stirling of Kippendavie - the new vessel is to be christened
John Stirling. It is not proposed to place her on the passage until May, although most of her fittings are
complete and her engines in such working order that she will likely proceed under steam for Burntisland
immediately after taking the water. Her machinery is of the finest description. The engines of 200
nominal horse power, are on the oscillating principle and are connected with four tubular boilers, and
work paddle wheels of 18ft 10in diameter, furnished with the patent feather floats. The engine room is
on deck, there are two funnels, and the vessel is steered from amidships. The following are her
dimensions:- extreme length 198ft; breadth of beam 27ft; extreme breadth over paddle boxes, 50ft. A
handsome saloon, having a spacious promenade overhead, surmounts the deck above the funnels.
She will carry fully 700 passengers, and in addition to the usual cabin accommodation, a retiring room
for ladies, nicely fitted up, is attached to the saloon. The proportions of the steamer admit of abundant
space for stowing passengers’ luggage. Stalls are provided for half a dozen horses, instead of the ugly
uncovered boxes hitherto employed. Everything, in fact, which experience, taste, and forethought
devise has been done in fitting up the vessel. She is expected to make the trip in 20 to 25 minutes.

Extra information from “Steamers of the Forth” by lan Brodie.

On 14th January 1875 a contract between the North British Railway and Key's of Kinghorn was
approved for the building of a new steamer at a price of £17.750. The original specification was
considerably altered which delayed construction for some months but the ship which finally emerged in
1876 was a two-funnelled beauty, sturdy, and well suited for it's service as a ferry between Granton and
Burntisland.

It had originally been intended to name her the KIPPENDAVIE after the NBR Chairman’s residence, but
at her launch she was christened the JOHN STIRLING, a more direct compliment to the head of the
company. Having a length of 190ft. she was much longer than any of the previous passenger fleet and
it was this extra length that resulted in £2000 having to be spent in rock blasting at Burntisland pier in
order to provide sufficient water for her at low tide.

She was found to roll heavily and as a corrective measure bilge keels were fitted in November 1876.
She was also found to be a wet ship in heavy weather which resulted in the addition of a large
forecastle being added which, although it deterred from her appearance, offered useful accommodation
for livestock and horses.

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1877-78

Name of ship - John Stirling

Ship’s No. - 63708

Built - 1876 Kinghorn, Fife

Built by - Key, Kinghorn

Description - Iron paddle steamer.

Gross tonnage 427

Net tonnage - 375

Length - 190.3ft.

Breadth - 27ft.

Depth of hold 10.5ft.

Engine - 2 cylinder, 250HP

Engine built by - J Key and Sons, Kinghorn
Port of Registry -Granton, Edinburgh
Owner 1897 - North British Rail Co., Edinburgh.
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From the “Fife Free Press” Saturday September 20th 1879, P5, Col.4
(The John Stirling comes to the rescue of the William Muir)

Breakdown of the William Muir.

The William Muir passenger steamer broke down on Wednesday morning when about mid-way
between Granton and Burntisland with passengers. The JOHN STIRLING crossing with passengers at
the time was afew lengths ahead, and the captain, seeing the William Muir's

difficulty, put back, and transferred the passengers and luggage, which were landed safely at
Burntisland. Both trains were considerably delayed.

From “Fifeshire Journal” 9th Oct 1879, page 5, column C

Trawrkr Sexx 1% e Fornrn.—0n Tuesday
morning about 7.20 a.m., as the Morth British
tailway Company's passenger steamer John Stir-
ling waa on her first paasaie from Granton ghe got
intc eollision with the stoam-trawler Integrity, of
Blyth, George Stafford moster, There was a dense
fog at the time, atid, though the trawler was going
dead slow and the John Btirling at half-speed, the
Iatter ran into the port-bow of the Lrawler, pene
Lrating § fael atid o thing her down to the \'-'Elt.dl"l'-
edpz, The steamer immadiately hacked, and the
trawler sail iu five minutes after the accident in
deep wilke wt o goaile off Granton., The Inte
grity cam= to wie Firth about three months ago,
and wWgs one of largest and most valuable
traw .{*k gatliug o sith harbour, her trawling
ceor having bean Futed up at great expense, Thi
crew hadl scarcely time to elamber on board the
ateamnr befurs Lhe Inteprity sunk, carrying with
her their whale stoek of clothing and effects. The
fish. valued at £20. were all loat. Seven men
wera 10 boavd, incluwling a passenger who hal
pope out Lo pass 4 night in & ttawler. They were
retarned to Laith Fhe sunk vessal, partly owned
Ly Mr George Stalford, the mastor, 18 valued at
£1800, but it iy believed that the insurance apen
her only Amounta to hall that sum

lan Brodie in his “Steamers of the Forth” also recounts the previous tale. he says:-

“In thick fog on 7th October 1879 “John Stirling” on the 7.20am ex-Granton collided with the steam
trawler “Integrity”, the latter sinking in five minutes and the crew of seven being taken to

Burntisland by the “Stirling”. Compensation of £850 plus costs was paid by the railway (North British
Railway). ”

(Information obtained from “The Times”, 5th November 1894, page14, column C

The “John Stirling” was in trouble again in 1894 when, shortly before 2 p.m. on May the 20th, she was
involved in a collision with the “Martin” whilst navigating the Manchester Ship Canal. The weather at the
time was fine and clear with an easterly breeze.

The “Martin” was an iron steamship of 468 net and 849 gross tonnage, with engines of 180 N.H.P. With
her crew of 17 hands, and in the charge of a licensed Mersey pilot, she was on a voyage from
Rotterdam to Manchester laden with a general cargo. The “John Stirling” was sailing from Manchester
to Liverpool with a crew of 20 hands and 5 passengers.

The “Martin’s” story was that she was proceeding along the starboard side of the canal at about 2-3
knots when the “John Stirling” was seen about half a mile ahead approaching at high speed.
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As she came near the “Martin” stopped her engines and ported her helm and, as the “John Stirling” did
not reduce her speed, gave a blast on her whistle. As the stopping of her engines had caused the
“Martin” to cant to port they were then set to easy ahead and her helm put hard-a-port. “The John
Stirling” continued to travel at a great speed and as if under a starboard helm and struck the “Martin” on
the port bow with her port sponson causing her to be damaged.

The “John Stirling’s” account of the incident, however, differed somewhat to that of the “Martin”. She
says that she was about a mile and a half below the Latchford Locks and heading straight down the
canal about mid-channel. She had her engines working at full speed and was making about 6 knots
when she saw the “Martin” about three quarters of a mile ahead and a little on the port bow. She slowed
her engines, sounded one blast on her whistle, ported her helm to make room for the other ship and
then steadied. As the “John Stirling” sailed slowly along the northern side of the canal the vessels were
positioned in such a way that they would pass clear port to port. Then suddenly the “Martin” veered to
port and, at a good speed, headed for the “John Stirling” who at once stopped and reversed her
engines. Her actions, however, were not sufficient to prevent the “Martin” from striking her port forward
sponson with her port bow causing the “John Stirling” to heel to starboard with her starboard
paddlewheel striking the ground on the north shore generating serious damage.

On giving his judgement Mr Justice Bruce said that the evidence showed the “Martin” undoubtedly
veered across the channel and that if she had not done so the vessels would have not collided.
Regarding the “John Stirling” he was satisfied that she was travelling close to her own starboard side of
the canal and had not been going at an improper speed at the time of the collision. It was undoubtedly
difficult to navigate a vessel of the “Martin’s length (230 ft.) in a canal with a width of a little less than
130 ft. but, when a vessel undertook to navigate in a difficult water, it was down to her to take the
necessary precautions. It was the opinion of the Elder Brethren that if the “Martin” had been navigated
with the proper care she would not have veered to her port. She was therefore found to be solely to
blame for the accident.

Career

Owners

8:May:1876 - 8:June:1892 North British Railway

1892 J. C Glover, Edinburgh

1894 Chartered for Manchester Ship Canal Cruises

1898 Chartered by a Mr C Dray of Eastbourne. Came into service 27th May. Carried out short trips from
Eastbourne to Hastings, Newhaven and Brighton. On the 9th August she left on a three day trip after
which no further mention is made of her in the Eastbourne press.

1899 T.W. Ward, Sheffield -

1899 C.H.Sunderman, Dordrecht, Holland -

BROKEN UP 1900
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YARD No.26

“PERU” (Later “LOUISA CRAIG” and “RAUPO”)
Official No. 75188
Launched 17" August 1876
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From the Fifeshire Advertiser, August 19th 1876

“On Thursday there was launched from the shipbuilding yard of Messrs. John Key and Sons, Abden, a
fine barque called the “Peru”, built for J.W. Robertson, Esq., and others , of Dundee. Her dimensions
are 183 feet in length, 30 feet beam, with a depth of hold of 18 feet, and her gross tonnage is 710 tons,
under deck and 683 tons nett. She has been built to class 100A1 at Lloyds, under special survey. The
ship is handsomely modelled, and her lines are designed so as to combine carrying capacity with
speed. She left the ways in fine style shortly after noon, after the usual rite termed as “Christening” had
been performed by Miss Robertson, daughter of the managing owner. After the launch the vessel was
taken in tow by the “Fiery Cross”, and moored in Kirkcaldy dock, there to be fitted out for sea, which she
is expected to be ready for in a few weeks. The owners, builders and their friends, after withessing the
launch, adjourned to the drawing office where a cold collation was awaiting them and done ample
justice to. After the loyal toasts usual on such occasions, “Success to the Peru”; “The owners”; “The
builders”; Miss Robertson” who had performed the christening ceremony; “The Ladies” and others were
proposed and heartily responded to.”

From the Fifeshire Advertiser, September 30th 1876

The following item appeared under ©

LOCAL INTELLIGENCE

“THE HARBOUR?” - The two vessels lately launched by Messrs. Key from their yard at Kinghorn and
which have been fitted out in Kirkcaldy Harbour, having both been got ready for sea, left this week, the
barque “Peru” on Monday morning, and the “S.S.Tudor” on Thursday. Once more the old “Triad” is left
in solitary occupation.”

From Lloyds Register of Shipping 1877-1878

Name of ship - Peru

Ship’s no. 75188

Built - 1876. Completed August of that year
Built by - John Key and Sons, Kinghorn
Description - Iron barque, 1 bulk head, 1 deck, 2 trailing buttresses
Gross tonnage - 710

Net tonnage - 683

Length - 182.4 feet

Breadth - 30.1 feet

Depth - 17.8 feet

Owner - J .\W. Robertson, Dundee

Port belonging to - Dundee

Port of survey - Leith

Summary of Service

Information sources from “History of the PERU / LOUISA CRAIG / RAUPO” by Jack Churchouse
extracted from “The Mariner’s Mirror” Vol 60, No. 3 August 1974, www.nzmaritime.co.nz, Fife
Advertiser, Lloyds Register, New Zealand Maritime Index

1876 - Thursday 17th August - Launched then taken in tow by the Fiery Cross to Kirkcaldy for fitting out.
Commenced maiden voyage 9th October under the command of Captain James Craig taking her to
San Francisco via Cape Horn with a cargo of coal.

1877 - 6th April - arrived San Francisco , 179 days - thence to Vancouver, and Buenos Aries

1878 - 9th June - arrived Hamburg - change of master, to Captain R Smith either whilst at Hamburg or
at Glasgow before Peru’s departure for Port Adelaide

1880 - 1st November arrived London - another change of master to Captain William Beeton Orr.
Chartered by Shaw Savill Co. and left for Auckland with a general cargo, a passage taking 112 days.
1881 - 26th September - Back at London where the Peru and her sister ship the Chili were sold to John
Stewart then on to Nelson and Wellington, New Zealand and back to London.

1883 - 21 June 1883 - Arrived at Rotterdam after a voyage taking her to Valparaiso, Iquique and
Falmouth.
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1885 - 15th March. Back in Rotterdam via Newport, Buenos Aires, Rangoon, Rio de Janiero,
Talcahuano and Falmouth. A similar voyage followed.

1887 - Chartered to the New Zealand Shipping Company while at Napier. 22nd November Departed for
London a journey which took her 113 days.

1889 - 21st November - Ran aground on rocks off Silloth Island 1020 kilomeres north of Brisbane
damaging her forefoot and ten plates. She had been sailing down the Great Barrier Reef against head
winds and thick weather and had passed Cape Hillsbro’.The Captain had laid off the ship’s position on
the chart and before handing over to the mate at the end of the second Dog Watch left him instructions
not to let the vessel get any closer to the shore and to call him if necessary. It was not long however
before the lookout reported land ahead but the mate continued to allow the ship to stand on and only at
the last moment called the Master by which time it was to late for Captain Orr to save the situation.
Soundings showed the Peru to be ashore forward and afloat aft

but at low water she was left high and dry. As the tide made, however, she came off and,as she was not
leaking, The Captain decided to continue with the voyage putting at Auckland in order to report the
incident and where an inspection of the ship was made which found her forefoot to be dented and ten
plates set in. With the damage repaired and her hull cleaned and painted she left for Gisborne two
weeks later where an inquiry was held into the accident. The Court of Enquiry found the Mate, who
had been drowned sometime after the stranding, guilty of negligence, They also blamed Captain Orr
for not exercising suficient care in such dangerous waters and close to the shore and for leavingthe
deck at a time when an hour would have taken the Peru past the rocks that she had struck. The court
returned the captain’s certificate of competency but ordered him to pay costs.

1893 - 4th February - Arrived at Timaru where Captain James Luke took command, a captain who was
often accompanied by his wife and their three children. 21st September sailed for Brisbane but on the
return trip to New Zealand, this time to Port Chalmers, they encountered a south -westerly gale and
very rough sea during the crossing of the Tasman Sea. This resulted in the ballast shifting and
compelled her to be hove-to for 24 hours to in order for her to be trimmed.

1894 - 24th March - Left for London - Between Sept. 1894 and June 1896 made two voyages from
London to Freemantle.

1899 - 12th January - Arrived Auckland after a very fast trip from New York and the loss of one of the
crew. O.S. West of Christchurch fell overboard from the poop into the Tasman Sea. A three hour search
was conducted but the man was never found.

1901 - 22nd November - Arrived Newcastle-on-Tyne from Chile and command was taken over by
Captain Watts.

1903 - Captain Herbert John Colley appointed master.

1905 - 11th July - Arrived Port Adelaide. During the passage the new mate Charles Gordon Harboard,
of Nova Scotia, abused ,threatened an assaulted the crew to such an extent that they were on the
verge of mutiny. The crew took their grievances to court where Harboard was fined. Then one of the
seamen asked to be paid off because he thought the captain was physically unfit to take command.
This was proved unfounded and the application was refused. Then several of the crew refused duty and
Captain served with a notice of appeal against the Courts previous decision. The four crew members
were brought to court and fined £6 15s each and imprisoned for 10 weeks for disobeying lawful
commands.

1906 - Laid up at Preston for 4 months. - November, towed to Liverpool and while there the Court
Sessions at Edinburgh ordered her sale. Sold to Joseph James Craig of Auckland for £2025

1907 - Arrived Nelson 12th May where Captain Robert Kennedy to over command. Re-named Louisa
Craig in honour of Mr Craig’s mother whist she was docked in Sydney. Spent a month at Auckland
undregoing alterations

During the next decade made 30 voyages in the Tasman trade plying between the Australian ports of
Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney and Newcastle and Hokianga, Kaipara, Whangerei, Auckland, Thames,
Lyttelton and Bluff in New Zealand.

1915 - 17th April - sold to George Herbert Scales of Wellington for £6500

1916 - June - renamed Raupo

1919 - September - Departed Auckland of her last voyage across the Pacific

1920 - March, Arrived back in Auckland - 20th May, back in Sydney

1921 - 20th October - Arrived at Wellington where she was laid up at anchor in the harbour.

1922 - March - Sold to the Canterbury Steam Shipping Company for use as a coal hulk and on 26th
March arrived at Littleton where she was rigged down and adapted for her new role

1937 - For a time it looked as if the Raupo would be scuttled at sea but instead the hull was cut to the
water’s edge and what was left of her was towed across the harbour and beached on Quail Island.
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YARD No.27

“JOHN BEAUMONT?” (Later “GULBAHCHE”)
Official No. 63709
Launched 16" January 1877

From “The Fife Advertiser”, 20th January 1877, page 3, Col.6

Under Local Intelligence

LAUNCH

On Tuesday the new steamer for the passenger service at Queensferry was successfully launched at
Abden’s shipbuilding yard. The vessel was named the “John Beaumont” by Miss Hutchinson, Kirkcaldy.
The “John Beaumont” was launched with steam up and immediately proceeded to Kirkcaldy where the
vessel will shortly he finished and ready for her passage.

From “The Fifeshire Journal”, Thursday February 1st 1877, page 5, Col.5

Under heading “KIRKCALDY”

The John Beaumont, a new steamship built at Kinghorn for the North British Railway Company by Mr.
Key, was out in the Frith of Forth on Tuesday on an experimental trip. She is intended for the
Queensferry passage, and is fitted with double screw propellers - one at the stem and another at the
bow. The run from Burntisland to Granton, under the command of Captain Morrison, was made in 30
minutes. After the trial, which was considered very satisfactory, the steamer returned here. (Kirkcaldy)

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1877-1878

Name of ship - John Beaumont

Ship’s No. - 63709

Built by - Key, Kinghorn, Fife

When built - 1876

Description - Iron screw steamer

Net tonnage - 73

Gross tonnage - 165

Length - 125.4ft.

Breadth - 24.3ft.

Depth of hold - 7.4ft.

Engine - 2 Cylinder, 35 HP

Engines built by - Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy
Port of Registry - Granton, Edinburgh
Owner - North British Railway Company, Edinburgh

From Chief Registrar of Shipping. Transcripts and Transactions PRO Ref. BT 108/256

Ship’s name - John Beaumont

Ship’s No. - 63709

Where and when built - 1876 Kinghorn, Fife

Built by - John Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy, Fife

Date and Port of Registry - 12 February 1877, Granton

Propulsion - Steam screw propeller at each end

No. of decks - One

No. of masts - One

Rigged - Sloop

Stern - Elliptic

Build - Clinker

Framework - Iron

Length - 125.4ft.

Breadth - 24 .3ft.

Depth - 7.4ft.

Engines - Two horizontal engines built in 1877 by John Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy, Fife. 35HP
These engines were changed in June 1880 for two diagonal compound ones with a
combined HP of 45 manufactured by Lees Anderson & Co. of Glasgow.

107




From “The Times” , December 20th 1878, Page 11, Col. 3

Latest Shipping Intelligence (from Lloyds)

Wrecks and Casualties

North Queensferry - December 18". The JOHN BEAUMONT, railway ferry steamer, came into collision
with the pier and sank alongside: no lives lost.

From “The West Lothian Courier and Coatbridge and Airdrie Herald”, Saturday 21st December
1878, page 3, column D.

Queensferry
Sinking of the Queensferry Steamer

On Wednesday night an accident of a very serious nature happened to the John Beaumont - the
steamer belonging to the North British Railway Company which plies between North Queensferry and
South Queensferry - which has resulted in the sinking of the vessel at the new pier at North
Queensferry. It appears that the steamer, which is commanded by Captain James Milne, left the
Hawes Pier at the south side of the Firth at 4.50 pm, on the ordinary “local” trip, which she daily
performs at that time, irrespective of the train service between Edinburgh and Dunfermline, having on
board four passengers and two carts. She made the journey across the Firth in the regular time,
reaching the north side a few minutes past five o’clock, but in attempting to gain her usual mooring
place she dashed up against the point of the pier with great violence, making a large opening abaft the
watertight bulkhead of the after compartment, through which the water rushed in. Captain Milne had the
steamer run up alongside the pier, and got the mooring lines out with all possible despatch. The
passengers, crew and carts on board were landed on the pier in safety, though the work was one of
some difficulty and danger. Immediately afterwards, Captain Milne had the steamer run up into shallow
water but in about fifteen minutes the after part of the vessel filled with water. The tide at the time of the
accident was just beginning to flow, and in about an hour and a half the steamer had sunk in a depth of
about 12 feet of water. When the tide had reached it's height, at about half-past nine o’clock, the funnel
was well nigh covered, and it is believed that at ebb tide the water will be about flush with the hand-rail
of the saloon deck, which at ten o’clock could not be seen. Captain Milne attributes the accident to the
fact that when he was approaching the tide was rising with more than ordinary rapidity, and that
consequently the steamer was carried to the westward and the collision occurred. The steamer now lies
about half-way up the pier at a point where, with high tides the water rises 16 feet, and she draws 5
feet 3 inches of water, the difficulty in raising her from a peculiarly soft and yielding bottom will be great.
The passengers and mails, which left for Edinburgh for the north side at 4.45pm were conveyed across
the Forth in the pinnacle which is generally brought into service in cases of emergency at the ferry. The
John Beaumont, which was built at Kinghorn by Messrs Kay (sic) and Son, Kirkcaldy, is a vessel of 70
tons register, and had accommodation for 720 passengers. She was fitted with a patent screw, and
was put on the passage about two years ago.

From “The West Lothian Courier and Coatbridge and Airdrie Herald”, Saturday 28th December
1878, page 3, column C.

Queensferry
The Sunken Steamer

Within the Last three days preparatory arrangements for the raising of the John Beaumont steamer
(which undertaking has been entrusted to Mr, William Gunn of Granton), now lying under water at the
Railway Pier, North Queensferry, have been carried on actively, though with a considerable degree of
difficulty. In addition to a large staff of workers, three divers are employed, under the superintendences
of Messrs Drummond & Holmes, of the North British Railway Company. In order to reach the breach
which was made in the hull of the vessel by the collision, it has been found necessary to remove a
mass of loose stones which lay between her and the pier. This part of the work having been completed
on Monday might, the opening was closed up by means of a duplex metal plate fastened with screw
bolts, and covered with india rubber. This has been accomplished , and pumping operations
commenced. It was expected that on Thursday the steamer would be floated off, after which she will be
under repairs. In the meantime the Thane of Fife has been put on the passage temporarily.

From “The West Lothian Courier and Coatbridge and Airdrie Herald”, Saturday 4th January 1879

Queensferry
The Sunken Steamer
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On Monday night the task of pumping out the John Beaumont steamer, which was lately sunk at the
Railway Pier, North Queensferry, was successfully completed, and the vessel gradually rose with the
flood tide. After being inspected she was towed to Granton and placed on the patent slip for repairs. Mr
William Gunn, Granton, was entrusted with the raising of the steamer.

From “The West Lothian Courier and Coatbridge and Airdrie Herald”, Saturday 11th January
1879

Queensferry
The passenger steamer John Beaumont, was on Wednesday launched from the patent slip at Granton
and proceeded to her station at Queensferry.

From “The West Lothian Courier and Coatbridge and Airdrie Herald”, Saturday 15th March 1879

Queensferry

Alarming Accident to Queensferry Steamer

When the John Beaumont steamer was nearing the pier at North Queensferry on Wednesday
forenoon, in connection with the 9.25 am train from Comely Park Station, Dunfermline, the engine
became unworkable, and, under the combined influence of the ebbing tide and a strong gale which was
blowing from the west, she rapidly drifted down the Forth, causing a good deal of alarm among the
passengers, of whom there was a large number on board. By dint of skilful management, however, the
steamer was brought to under the shelter of Carlingnose Point when the anchor was got out. It was
found that the stoppage of the engine was caused by the “suction” pipe having become choked with
mud. When the pipe was cleared the steamer was again got under way, reaching Port Eger? fully an
hour behind time.

Information from “Steamers of the Forth” by lan Brodie, Fife Free Press, “British Railway
Steamers” by Duncan Haws.

Summary of Service

1876 - The John Beaumont was the first Forth passenger steamer built in 1876 for the Queensferry
Passage. She was a double ended boat with a screw each end and was powered by a two-cylinder
simple engine. However, even though she had a rudder each end she was found to be very difficult to
control in the fast tide flows at Queensferry so much so that she was converted to a paddle steamer in
1879.

1877 - She had gone into service on the 2nd of February 1877 but ran aground only a few days later
necessitating her to be off for repairs until the 3rd of March. She still proved very difficult to handle but
the problems were partially resolved as the crew got to know her better.

1878 - On the 8th December 1878 she again made news when she sank at North Queensferry and
when she came back into service in the new year she was still unsatisfactory. The incident was
reported in the “Fife Free Press” on Saturday 21st December following and reads as follows:-

“On Wednesday evening the John Beaumont, Captain Milne, which plies between Port Edgar and North
Queensferry in connection with the train service of the North British Railway Company, struck against
the pier at North Queensferry Harbour. She received such damage that she sank alongside the pier. No
passengers were on board, and the crew got safely ashore. The John Beaumont is a new steamer,
having been built only a short time ago at Kinghorn by Messrs Key and Sons.”

1879 - January - raised, refitted and converted to a paddle steamer. She was still not a success even
as a paddler and on the 12th September she became the reserve steamer and was used on the
Queensferry passage whenever the “Thane of Fife” was needed elsewhere or was being overhauled.
When not in service she was moored in Granton East Harbour.

1888 - Found unsuitable for use as a gunboat (NAS ref BR/NBR/8/18)

1890 - The Forth Bridge, the famous railway cantilever bridge across the Queensferry narrows was
opened by the Prince of Wales on the 4th March 1890. Three excursion steamers ran from Leith and
one from Alloa whilst the “John Beaumont and two other small steamers sailed from Queensferry. Also
present were “HMS Jackal” and the lighthouse commissioners’ tender “Pharos”. Sold to Captain John
Arthur of South Queensferry for £1250 when he took over the operation of the Queensferry route after
the opening of the Forth Bridge.

1900 - Sold to Essayan, Shahum and Co., Manchester and then sold again, this time to Hamidieh and
Co., Smyrna who changed her name to “GUL BAHCHE”

1927 - Trace lost. Probably broken up on account of age.

Owned by:-

North British railway from 12:2:1877 to 26:4:1890
John Arthur from 26:4;1890 to 31:5:1894
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T. W. Ward, Sheffield 1894 to 1898

G Esseyou, Manchester 1898 to 1899

Borgas Bergamil, Smyrna 1899

Turkish Hamidi Steam Ship Co., Constantinople 1899
Renamed GUL BAHCHE

Registry was closed on 6th May 1899 when she was sold to Turkish Hamidie Steam Ship Co. ,
Smyrna.
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YARD No.28

“CHILI”
Official No. 75201
Launched 31% March 1877

Information obtained from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1877-78

Name of ship - Chili

Built - 1877. Completed in March of that year
Built by - John Key and Sons, Kinghorn
Description - Iron barque with one bulk head, one deck and two trailing buttresses. No engines.
Gross tonnage - 712

Net tonnage - 678

Length - 184.4 feet

Breadth - 30.1 feet

Depth - 17.6 feet

Port belonging to - Dundee

Port of survey - Leith

Owner - J.W.Robertson, Dundee

Information obtained from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1887/88

Ship’s no. - 75201

International code - QNRC

Owners - John Stewart and Company
Master - J Herd

From the “Fife Free Press”, Saturday 3rd February 1877, Page 2, Col. 6.

Kinghorn
Trade - At the shipyard the barque Chili, a sister ship to the Peru, will shortly be launched, while two
other steamers are being commenced. Altogether there is the prospect of a busy year in this place.

From “The Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday 7th April 1877, page 2, column 5

Launch of a Vessel at Abden.

An iron barque, named Chili, was successfully launched from Messrs John Key and Son’s Abden
shipbuilding yard at Kinghorn on Saturday afternoon last, for Mr. J. Robertson, ship-owner, Dundee.
She is a fine clipper barque of 700 tons gross register, and is classed 100 A1 at Lloyd’'s. Her
dimensions are as follows:- Length 185ft, breadth 30.1ft, and depth of hold 17.8ft. After the launch she
was towed to Kirkcaldy and berthed in the dock where she will be fitted out for sea. The Chili will be
commanded by Captain John Herd, late of the China, and will be employed in the South American
trade. This vessel is a sister ship to the Peru, built by Messrs Key for the same owner last year.

From “The Fifeshire Journal”, Thursday April 5th 1877, page 5, Column 6.

Under the heading “Kirkaldy”

On Saturday afternoon the Chili, a sister ship to the Peru, built at the same yard, was successfully
launched at Kinghorn and towed round to Kirkcaldy Harbour, where she will be finished and fitted out
for sea. The Chili is a vessel of 700 tons Burthen, and is owned, like the Peru, by Mr Robertson,
Dundee. She is a very handsome craft.
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References of Transuctions, Changes of Mastirs
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From Registrar General of Shipping and Seamen. Transcripts and Transactions PRO Ref. BT 108
256

Ship’s name - Chili

Ship’s No. 75201

Where and when built - 1877 Kinghorn, Fife

Built by - John Key and Sons, Kinghorn, Fife

Date and Port of Registry - 1st May 1877, Dundee
Propulsion - Sailing ship

No. of decks - One

No. of masts - Three

Rigged - Barque

Stern - Elliptical

Build - Clinker

Framework - Iron

Figurehead - Three quarters female

Length - 184 .4ft.

Breadth - 30.1ft.

Depth - 17.6.5ft.

Registered tonnage - 678.41

Owner - James White of Dundee, County of Forfar, Shipowner.

Information from the 1881 census enumerated on April 3rd - FHL film 0224066 ,GRO ref . p116

Vessel - “Chilil”

Census place - At sea or in domestic or foreign port

Jno Herd - head - 49 - widower - Master - born Dysart, Fife, Scotland
Alexr Watson - 29 - Mate - born Brechin, Forfar, Scotland

Jas. Robb - Married - 43 - 2nd Mate - born Dundee

Donald Mc Kenzie - 22 - Apprentice - born Leith

Douglas Anderson - 21 - Apprentice - born Leith

Harry W Duffus - 19 - Apprentice - born Dundee

Robt. Ballantyne - 17 - Apprentice - born Dundee

Jas. Farquharson - 6 - Apprentice - born Dundee

Agnes M Herd - head - 27 - Passenger - born Wemyss, Fife, Scotland
Grace M Herd - head - 24 - Passenger - born Wemyss, Fife, Scotland
(It is very possible that these two ladies were the daughters of the Captain - John Herd)

From “Shipping Gazette Weekly Summary” 4th March 1887 Page 132 Col. 4

Ships Spoken
“Chili” of Dundee, Pisagua to Falmouth, all well, Jan. 5th, 57 S, 69 W.
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Report on collision “Chili” and “Grace Darling”on Fitzroy River, Australia 1889

(No. 3914.)
“ CHILI” a¥xp “GRACE DARLING.”

Fryprxe of the Board of Inquiry into the cirenmstances
attending the collision between the barque ** Crict,”
of Dundee, official number 75,201, and schooner
* Grace Damuye,” of Brisbane, 69 tons, on the
night of the 27th instant, st Pirate Point, in the
Fitzroy River.

Having heard the evidence of Thomas Bruce, master
mariner, Ernest Konge, A.B., Donald M<Kenzie, master
mariner, A. Brond, master of the * Taldora,” Robert
Steel, mate, Thomas Evans, A.B., Charles Haymes,

ilot, and Alfred Roberts, pilot, we find that the

argue “ Chili,” a British ship, 678 tons register, from
London with a general cargo for Rockhampten, weighed
anchor abont 8 p.m. on the 27th August st the mouth
of the Fitzroy River, in tow of the tug * Taldora” for
town, and in charge of Pilot Haynes, who was steering
the tog with Pilot Roberts, as sssistant in charge of the
steering of the ** Chili,” which vessel wae being towed
satern. When the tug reached Pirate Bank, she ported
her helm to steer aa close to Pirate Point as safety
would permit towing o vessel drawing 15ft. 5in, aft,
being strong flood tide. The tug ‘passed the achooner
“*Grace Darling” 150ft. clear, the latter vessel bein
anchored about midway between Pirate Point and the
southern shore of the river.

Wa find alos that thoe harquo not boing stoored atrickly
in the tng's wake, and influenced by the strong flood
tide at that particular part of the river, collided with
the ** Grace Darling,” doing certain damage to the gear
of both veesels.

‘We find that an error bad been committed owing to
the darkness of vhe night, and hod the - Ghill's * helm
been ported earlier, the collision would have been
avoided.

(Signed) B. Fager, J.P., Chairman.
E. K. Agg, J.P.

‘We agree with the above finding.
(Signed)  R. T. Huntes, | Nautical
Ricmasn Topo, | Asscssors.
Shipping Inspector’'s Office,
R%cklgm;t%n,
3lst August 1889.

Her British registration was closed and Certificate of Registration cancelled on the 9th October
1905 on her sale to Italian owners.

March Quarter 1915 - The Chili was broken up at Genoa
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YARD No.29

“STRATHBEG”
Official No. 63425
Launched 28" June 1877

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1877/78

Name of ship - Strathbeg

Ship’s No. 63425

Description — Iron screw steamer, three bulkheads, rear quarter deck , one deck , double bottom
Built 1877 — Completed June of that year

Where built — Kinghorn, Fifeshire

Built by — Key

Gross tonnage — 188

Net tonnage — 132

Underdeck tonnage — 165

Length — 128.9ft.

Breadth — 20.6ft

Depth — 10.1ft.

Engine — Two direct inverted compound, 2 cylinder
Engines built by — John Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy, Fifeshire
Owner —J and T Park

Port belonging to — Fraserburgh

Port of survey - Leith

From the “Fife Free Press”, Saturday 30th June 1877, Page 2, Col. 5.

Kinghorn

Launch - On Wednesday - the Messrs Key launched their fourth vessel this year, namely the Strathbeg,
an iron screw steamer, The Strathbeg is 115 feet in length, 20 feet in breadth, depth 10 feet and 200
tons burden. She is fitted with engines of 30 HP nominal and is intended for trade between Fraserburgh
and the Baltic. She is built to the order of John and T Park, Fraserburgh. On being launched she was
towed round to Kirkcaldy to be fitted out for sea.

From Chief Registrar of Shipping. Transcripts and Transactions PRO Ref. BT108/256

Ship’s name - Strathbeg

Ship’s no. - 63425

Where and when built - 1877, completed 27th June, Kinghorn, Fife.
Built by - J. Key and Sons, Kinghorn, Fife

Date and Port of Registry - 25th July 1877, Fraserburgh

Propulsion - Screw steamer

Engines - two direct inverted compound. 35HP

Engines built by - John Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy, Fife, 1877

No. of decks - One

No. of Masts - Two

Rigged - Schooner

Stern - Round

Build - Clinker

Framework - Iron

Length - 116ft.

Breadth - 20.5ft.

Depth - 10ft.

Registered tonnage - 98.46

Owners - John and Thomas Park, Shipowners, Fraserburgh, Aberdeenshire.
Master - William Wilson, Cert. of Competency No. 33374
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Information from the 1881 census enumerated on April 3rd - ref. Vol 272, Page 2

Vessel - Strathbeg
Census Place - Arbroath, Forfar, G.B.

William Wilson - head - mar - 41 - Master - born Fraserburgh, Aberdeen, Scotland
James Mclintosh - unmarried - 331 - Mate - born Isle of Ornsay, Inverness, Scotland
Charles Corby - unmarried - 25 - Engineer - born Mauritius (B Subject)

William Will - married - 29 - A B Seaman - born Fraserburgh, Aberdeen, Scotland
David Will - unmarried - 19 - O Seaman - born Inverness, Inverness, Scotland
William Smith - married - 34 - Fireman - born Newhaven, Edinburgh, Scotland
Arch. Speed - married - 29 - Fireman - born Burntisland, Fife, Scotland

On the 10" February 1900, en route from Aberdeen to North Shiels, the Strathbeg became stranded
and was lost off Bamburgh, Holy Island, Snape Point at a reading of 55.40.30N / 01.47.30W in force 6
easterly winds. Her owners at the time were still J and T Park and her home port Fraserburgh.
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YARD No.30

“ITUNA” (Later “FRANESCA-V” 1909 and “FEDRA” 1911)
Official No. 77024
Launched 25™ September 1877

From Lloyds Register of Shipping 1877-78

Name of ship - ltuna

Ship’s No. 77024

Description — Iron screw steamer, three bulkheads, 60ft. rear quarter deck, 17ft. forward deck,
two trailing buttresses

Built — 1877, completed September

Built by — Key, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage — 684

Net tonnage — 442

Underdeck tonnage — 542

Length - 181.2ft.

Breadth - 28.3ft.

Depth of hold - 14.3ft.

Engine — Cl, 2 cylinders, 80HP

Engine built by — Taylor Bros. Birkenhead

Port of Registry — London

Port of Survey — Leith

Owner — Gammon and Carter

Master — R.Greenwood

From “The Fifeshire Journal”, Thursday 27th September 1877, page 5, column 1.

Under the heading “Kirkaldy”

A new screw steamer was on Tuesday (25th Sept) launched from the Abden shipbuilding yard here.
She is classed as A1 at Lloyds, is 180 ft long and was built for Messrs Gamman, Son and Carter. She
is intended for the Sunderland and London coal trade. Miss Carter named the vessel the ltuna.

Info From “The Times” 15th July 1878, page 5, col 4
Collision Between the Ituna and the Maas.

At about 4 o’clock on the afternoon of the 2nd November 1877 a collision occurred in the Limehouse
Reach of the River Thames between the steamship Ituna and the paddlesteamer Maas. This is a
summary of the hearing of the cross-actions heard in July 1878 before Sir R.J.Phillimore and Trinity
Masters.

Mr. Butt Q.C. and Mr, E.C.Clarkson appeared for the Maas and gave their account of what happened
which was as follows:- At the time of the accident the Maas was en route from Harlingen to London and
was in the charge of a duty licensed pilot. They were heading up Limehouse Reach in about mid-
channel and going at about 6 knots per hour. The ltuna was about half a mile ahead close to the north
shore and on the starboard bow of the Maas apparently proceeding up the river. The course of the
Maas had been set so that she would pass the Ituna on her port side but then, when the Maas was
nearly abreast of her, the ltuna starboarded rendering a collision imminent. The engines of the Maas
were stopped and reversed full speed but to no avail. The stem of the Ituna came into collision with
the starboard side of the Maas.

Mr Milward Q.C. and Mr W Phillimore appeared for the ltuna and gave their account of what happened
which was as follows:- It was contended that the Ituna had just weighed anchor and was
manoeuvring to get her head round in order to proceed on her voyage to Sunderland when the Maas
came into view. Unfortunately, when the ltuna was athwart the tide her engine could not be made to
move astern and she was unable to get out of the way of the oncoming Maas. The Maas, it is said,
failed to slacken her speed or reverse and as a consequence collided with the Ituna. It was further
contended that the collision as far as the Ituna was concerned was an inevitable accident.

The result:- His Lordship was of the opinion that the Ituna was solely to blame for the collision and
decreed accordingly.
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From “Mitchells Maritime Register” 19" Dec 1879

Usworth (s) on the 14™ inst.

The steamship USWORTH, Jury, pilot, and the ITUNA, Hunter master, collided in Bugsby’s Reach. The
former was considerably damaged omdships and was run ashore at Plaistow; the latter proceded up
the Thames with slight damage ont flow tide. No one was injured. Thick fog at the time of the collision.

From “Fife Free Press”, 8th December 1883, page 4, column 4.

The S.S.ltuna is expected in Kirkcaldy by every tide to be fitted with a new propeller. Messrs Key, the
builders of the vessel, have the contract for the work.

Extra information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Master - G. A. Goodridge - Appointed to the ltuna in 1893
Built - 1877 - Completed in September of that year.

Built by - J. Key, Kinghorn.

Dimensions and tonnage as above.

Engine - 80 RHP

Engine built by Taylor Bros., Birkenhead.

Owner G. R. Carter & Sons, London

Port of registration - London

Flag - British

Vessels reported in 1908 and 1909 as having been wrecked, sold foreign or broken up. NA ref
BT165/55

Name of ship - Ituna
No. 77024

Propulsion - Steam

Net tonnage - 407

Sold Foreign

(New name “Fracesca-v”)

Change of name to “Fedra” in 1911

Broken up March Quarter 1934
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YARD No.31

“GRIFFEN”
Official No.
Launched 14" June 1877

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping Yacht Index 1878

Name of yacht - Griffin

Description - Iron Schooner

Built - Kinghorn 1877

Built by - Key, Kinghorn

Tonnage - 36

Length - 72ft

Breath - 10.4ft

Depth - 7t

Engines - C12 Cy 10.5in and 18.5in - 12in. 15HP
Engines built by - Key, Kirkcaldy

Port of Registry - Greenock

Owner - Walter Berry, 16 Carlton Terrace, Edinburgh

From the “Fife Free Press” , Saturday 16th June 1877, Page 2, Col. 4.

Kinghorn.

Launch - On Thursday morning the Messrs. Key launched a beautiful steam yacht built to the order of
some Edinburgh gentlemen. She was named the GRIFFIN, the ceremony of christening being
performed by Mr. Alexander Key - no lady being present, we suppose, owing to the untimely hour the
launch took place, 4am. The length of the Giriffin is 70 feet, breadth 10.5 feet and has engines of 16HP
nominal. It is expected that she will run at 15 knots an hour. She is fitted out in a splendid manner, and
we believe will fully sustain the character of the Messrs. Key for good ships.

From the quinquennial list of ships registered in 1905 (Scotland) P.R.O Ref. BT 163/2
This is an account of the no. and tonnage of the vessels appearing on the night of the 31st
December 1905, on the register of vessels kept at ports in Scotland in accordance with the

Merchant Shipping Acts.

Port - Greenock

Year of registry - 1900
Port no. - 3

Ship’s no. - 109254
Steamship

Gross tonnage- 31
Net tonnage - 15
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YARD No.32

“LASS O’'GOWRIE” (Pre-launch “SUDSEE”)
Official No.
Launched December 1877

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1877/78

Name of ship - Lass O’Gowrie

Previous name of ship - Sudsee

Ship’s number - 62965

Description - Iron screw steamer - three bulkheads - one deck - machinery certified 1878
Built - 1877 - completed December of that year
Built by - Key, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 169

Net tonnage - 88

Under deck tonnage - 150

Length - 136.8 feet

Breadth - 20.2 feet

Depth - 8.5 feet

Engine -1 X 2 cylinder, 35 RHP

Engine built by - J. Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy
Port of registry - Kirkcaldy

Port of survey - Leith

Owner - George A. Key

Master - J. J. Nance

From “The Fifeshire Advertiser” 22nd December 1877 - District Intelligence - Kinghorn

The Messrs Key launched from the shipyard here a nice screw steamer, the sixth for the current year.
The vessel left the ways in fine style and was named the “Lass o’ Gowrie”. She was towed round to
Kirkcaldy to be fitted out for sea.

123




From List of Ship’s Registers Opened and Closed - PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR

January 1878 - Registered
Name of ship - Lass O’Gowrie
Ship’s no. - 62965

Port of registry - Kirkcaldy
Built - Kinghorn - 1878

Gross tonnage - 169

Net tonnage - 88

H.P.-35

Propulsion - Screw

From List of Ship’s Registers Opened and Closed - PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR

November 1878 - Steamers - Iron - Registers closed:-
Lass O’Gowrie

62965

Port of registry - Kirkcaldy

Built - Kinghorn 1878

Gross tonnage - 169

Net tonnage - 88

H.P.-35

Sold foreign — German and renamed Sudsee

From List of Ship’s Registers Opened and Closed. - PRO Ref Bks 387.2 GRR

November 1882

Colonial - Steamers - Iron - Registered
Lass O’Gowrie

62965

Port of Registry - Sydney N.S.W.

Built - Kinghorn, 1878

Gross tonnage - 169

Net tonnage - 88

Propulsion - 35HP screw

The new owner was G Hill Jnr, of Sydney who re-named her Lass O’Gowrie and had her lengthened by
20 feet in 1884/5 at Sydney. In 1891 she was sold again, this time to D.Salmond and P Denne,
Sydney.They in turn sold her in 1895 to D Sheehy, also of Sydney. In 1934 she left Sydney for
Queensland when she was bought by Joseph Sanderson of Maryborough who converted her to a
lighter in 1935. Three years later she was sold yet again and was eventually scuttled by her new owners

Wilson, Hart and Co. in 1975.

Extra information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Built by - John Key and Sons, Kinghorn
Description - 3 masted schooner
Gross tonnage - 202

Net tonnage - 122

Owner - D. Sheehy

Port of registry - Sydney, N.S.W.

Flag - British

From the Australian Government Department of Environment and Heritage “Scuttled and

Abandoned Ships in Australian Waters”
Queensland

Lass O’Gowrie

Iron lighter, ex steamship

202 gross tonnage

Official no. 62965

Built Kinghorn

Last owner Wilson, Hart and Company, Maryborough
Scuttled on Roy Rufus Reef, Hervey Bay on 28th July 1975
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YARD No.33

“LARGO BAY”
Official No. 78618
Launched 13™ May 1878

PODAY TOWED INTO COWES ROADS AFTER Tk COLLISION IN THE CHANNEL.

Two illustrations showing the aftermath of the collision between “Largo Bay” and “Glencoe”
4th February 1891
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Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Largo Bay

Ship’s number - 78618

International code - RNLQ

Master - T Hodge - Entered into the service of the present owner and appointed to the Largo
Bay in 1892

Description - Iron barque with 2 decks

Length - 221.9 feet

Breadth - 35.8 feet

Depth - 21.2 feet

Gross tonnage - 1255

Net tonnage - 1178

Built 1878. Completed in May of that year

Built by - John Key and Sons, Kinghorn.

Owner - Hatfield Cameron and Co., Glasgow

Port of registry - Glasgow

Flag - British

From Mitchell’s Maritime Register 24th May 1878

Ship Launches

On the 18th inst. Messrs John Key & Sons launched from their building yard at Kinghorn, an iron
sailing ship of about 1260 tons register, built to the order of Messrs. Hatfield, Cameron and Co,
Glasgow, for their Bayline, to the highest class in Lloyd’s Register. The vessel received the name of
Largo Bay from Mrs James E Gilchrist, Greenock. The Largo Bay is to be commanded by Captain
Cusin, and is chartered to load at Glasgow for Adelaide.

From Lists of Ships Registers Opened and Closed. PRO Ref. Bks 387.2GRR.

June 1878

Ships Registered (opened)
Name of ship - Largo Bay
Ship’s No. - 78618

Port of Registry - Glasgow
Built - Kinghorn, Fife 1878
Gross Tonnage - 1274
Nett Tonnage - 1214

No. of decks - Two

No. of masts - Three

Rig - barque

From PRO Ref BT159/9 - Deaths at Sea, Scotland

On the 3rd of January 1881, whilst serving as 2nd mate aboard the Largo Bay, William Young, a
Scotsman aged 23, died as a result of falling from aloft.

From “Fife Free Press” Saturday December 15th 1883, P4, Col.3.

The “Largo Bay” from San Francisco for Cork is reported spoken, November 1st: 98 days out: latitude
225, longitude 28w. Reported having lost two men, one falling overboard, others all well.”

From the quinquennial list of ships registered in 1905 (Scotland) P.R.O Ref. BT 163/2

This is an account of the no. and tonnage of the vessels appearing on the night of the 31st
December 1905, on the register of vessels kept at ports in Scotland in accordance with the
Merchant Shipping Acts.

Port — Glasgow Ship’s name - Largo Bay
Year of registry — 1878 Port no. - 59
Ship’s no. 78618

Sailing vessel

Gross tonnage — 1255 Net tonnage - 1178
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TERRIBLE 'DISASTER  IN| THE
CHANNEL |
—_—

Tha stésmor Urpeth, Oaptain Davics, bound
from Harm to Bbuclds, passed Spithesd yostarday
morning for Cowes, Laving in tow the barque,
Lago Bay, Swmiih, masler, which bad boon
picked up iu s dimbled state in the chunnel while
bounil with a genersd carge from London to Auck-

ruports that his ship had

been in collis with sn unknown stoamer off
Deachy Head oo the previcus night, aod sa
wthing was seea of the steamer aflor the vessels
parted, it ts fearod that she went down immodi-
ntely with all bacds. Osly ooe band 'was lost
@ of the boys on board being

by tho falling wreckage and

. When the Urpeth sighted the bamue

tor was atill of Brachy Head. Sigoals of

i i by her ctew, and tho sieamor

ok hiur 3o tow, dn agrecment for the puyment of
to tho salvors being outwed into between

g e nkbpndem], it il

with temible less ol ldo, LTha larss Gistgou
ry Larpo Ba: 0 for Aueks

¢ Hoad with &

| barqu
| wieh all the

uk of tho uther vos
caning duty by
Ao W,

. Great!
ty of tho los

tg hare  been

9 o'cloak in
¢ boon solved
Mesars

z CHANNEL
R ———————

No douht is entertained by Lloyd’s cx by the
ownors that the stcamer which was sunk off
Deashy Hesd by collision with the banque Largo
Bay wis the steamer QGlencoe, of the Glen Line,
& veasel of 3,000 tons gross, The Glencoe was

1o have passed Portland Bill at 1 p.m. on
Monday, snd consequently would bave arrive
just sf tho point of collision when the disaster
took place,  and sho bss nob beem reporied
i £he bad no pauer:‘g but cumed a
crew of 29 British scamen 23 Chinese, and in
addition it is believed that s Liverpool pilot
pamed Askin was on toard, having been unable to

saye. ibo ressel off Li ) on Baturdsy, owing
fain the oxact circumstances in
collision took place. According to a stalement
meds by the pilot who tock the Largo Bay to
Cowes, ihe unknown sicamer tried fo pass between
two sailing veasels gcinﬁ in opposite dircctions
when the collision oceurrad.  After the catastrophio
5§ more was scen of the steamer, but at the
b - L3 Tue

worse than 1 L
e Largo Eay lo ‘pome state with
positivencss that th rer wan & fouremasted,
others aro equally confident that she wis a
three-masted vensel. The Large Bay was yeaber-
day surseyed with a view to her bei
Tho necessary work will ko dono at Scuthampion.
Pending the olficial inguiry the crew have Lo
wamed to givo no information.
The following are the names of thoge known to
havo left Liverpool on board the Gleme
thera aro others whoso names cannot be positi

n, 51, Oslorne-road,
Kativo BECW.
J. H, Davis, et cfficer, 10, Bt. Mickae
Penzsnce,
Alezander T,
road

erra.
ol offfcer,  Woedvillo,
way
East India-road,
Mavor-park, Edses.. N
nswick-road, Poplar.

iteer-rond,

r. Native of Glusgow,
Bures,  (hind  engiveer,
dempock Gouwrock near Greenock,
A, Lindssy, fvurth sogineer, ©

" Elderslicatre

Tusgow.
J. Middleton, storekeeper, 8, Amnscdale-road, Ful-
]

H. Ferry, fiust stewand, Bt.
Foplar,

L. Prilten, sccond steward, 3 went-road, Now-
OO e 1O

J. Biselair, 5t Leorand'srond,
Paplar.

A. Colecam, meas-room steward, 47, Hackfond-rand,
&(::m & i

o iame, Cha . 14, g 5
2 i eoel pilot, 14, Btepoey.groen
= Lurd, deck hand,

Tke pumes of ten English seamon bave cot yet
boen received,

A Bouthsmpton Correspondent who has visited
tho I_uic» Bay states that the deck prosentod &
remarkable spectacle, iron plates being broken
and  twi into wmost fantustic shapes.  Striet

have -beon given by the caplain to
the erew not lo make any statement peuding the
official inguiry, but one of the mon said ho was
in bis bunk in the forecastlo when the collision
octurred.  All of them thought their vessel would
founder immedistely and rusked on deck. Ho
saw & Jarge steamer sink in 2 few minutes, but
thire was too much exeittment on board the Lufo
Bay to notico what occurred on the steamer.  The
caplain and tho msate of the 1 Bay wére on
deck. ' The boy Alcxmnder M’ Donald pot into the
lifehoet, bat was washed cut and drowned. The
crow. pumbering 22, got into ome beat, and left
the Largo Bay balieving her 1o bo sinking. Tho
weather was very bod, and the night dark. A
steamer bailed them and offered to take them on
oasd, but it wan too rough and after being two
% in'tho ‘boat they sgain boarded the Largo
B’i' Thoy found that the bulkbead was holdin,
aud  they ‘remained while the vessel  drifted
helplensly all night. In the morning the Urpeth
came and  towed the disabled vessel to Cowes,
The steamer wont across (he barque; starbourd o
port, nod had the Largo Bay een six feot further
ahead sho must bare foundered,

Our Dover Correspondent ststes that the La
Bay had a series of misfortuncs, just prior to :E:
disaster..  On Bunday sho put into the Downx to
obtain sbelter from the galo and snowstonn, There
sho wes in dmymr of drifting apround. - Eha lost
one anchor aod chain, and to prevent a collision
?l:ldnll;‘:ﬂ.pbnncli:ber. 8he was then driven ont of

o iy tho galo and was running down the
Cbl;::nalcrhtn thug:]o ion mmedl.ng
*The Glencoo was mostly ebgsged in' tho ten
trads b:t‘vinn ln!ndogla]n cbbm. She brough
u éarpo £m D

this _t.!‘.r:rm 1y

Lecnard 's-road,

aoiryman,
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Previous page shows reports from “The Times” . The left column from the issue 7" February
1889 Page 9, Col. 4 and the right from the issue 8" February 1889 Page 8, Col. 2

From the “lllustrated London News” 16th February 1891, page 198
Collision in the Channel

On the night of Monday, February 4th off Beachy Head, Sussex, the Glasgow barque, Largo Bay,
bound from London for Auckland, New Zealand, came into collision with a four-masted steamer, which
sank almost immediately. It was impossible to attempt to rescue the steamer’s crew as the Largo Bay’s
boats were smashed. The unfortunate steamer was the Glencoe, a fine vessel of 30000 tons, one of
the Glen Line, bound from Liverpool to London, to take in cargo, with a crew of 52, but no passengers;
23 of the crew were China-men. So violent was the collision that the bows of the barque were stove in,
her bowsprit and jibboom, with all the gear attached, the maintopgallant mast, and the
mizzintopmasthead, were all carried away: and the foremast was broken off short at the deck, killing an
apprentice as it fell. The Largo Bay, with a huge rest in her bows, drifted slowly towards the Isle of
Wight. Her signals were observed when she reached a point 60 miles SE of St Catherine’s Point, and
were then answered by the steamer Urpeth, Captain Davies, from Havre to Shields. The Urpeth took
the Largo Bay in tow in the understanding that £1000 would be paid for salvage, and brought her into
Cowes roads. She belongs to Messrs. Hatfield, Cameron and Co., of Glasgow, and is an iron barque of
over 1200 tons. A correspondent, Mr. F. Notcutt, of Ryde, made a sketch of the Largo Bay as she came
in at Cowes.

From the “Eastbourne Gazette” 27th March 1889, page 8, column A.

The Loss of the Glencoe

The official enquiry into the loss of the Glencoe, who sank with 51 souls on board, after collision with
the Largo Bay, off Beachy Head, has terminated. The court found that the disaster was caused by the
ill-fated ship porting her helm; no blame is attached to the officers of the Largo Bay.

From the “Shipwreck Index of the British Isles” by Richard and Bridget Larn.

According to this index the Largo Bay was travelling from London to Auckland carrying a general cargo
and wit h a crew of 21 and 1 passenger who was in fact a stowaway. Following the collision with the
Glencoe the Largo Bay foundered and one member of the crew was lost.
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YARD No.34

“RATHMORE”
Official No. 78831
Launched 1878

Information from “Merchant Fleets, Furness Withy” by Duncan Haws

Completed October 1878

Built for St Andrews Steam Shipping Co., Liverpool

Built by - J Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy (Kinghorn)

Gross tonnage - 2136

Net tonnage - 1382

Dimentions - 310/94,49 x 35/10.67 x 23.9/7.28

Engine - Single screw, 2 cyl inv, 250nhp, 90 psi

Engine built by - builder

Hull - Iron

Description - 2 decks - forecastle 36/10.97 - Bridge deck 48/14.63 - Poop deck28/8.53
1880 - January - Went missing bound Cardiff - Bombay with a cargo of coal.

Lloyds Registers Closed

Rathmore

Official no. 78831

Built 1878 at Sunderland?

Port of Registry — Liverpool

Net tonnage — 1382

Gross tonnage — 2137i

H.P.250

Missing since 3™ January 1880
Register closed April 1880
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YARD No.35

“KEILWARRA”
Official No. 79507
Launched 12™ September 1878

From Lloyd’s Register 1879/1880

Name of ship - Keilawarra

Built - 1878. Completed in September of that year
Built by - Key, Kinghorn

Description - Iron screw steamer, brig rigged, four bulkheads
Gross tonnage 784

Nett Tonnage - 486

Length - 200.2ft.

Breadth - 29ft.

Depth 12.2ft.

Engines - Compound I., 2 cylinder, 140 HP
Engines built by - J Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy
Owner - W. M. Smith

Port belonging to - Melbourne

Master - C. G. Jones
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From “List of Registers of Ship’s Opened and Closed” - PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR.

April 1879 Register closed:-

KEILAWARRA

79507

Port of Registry - Melbourne

Built Kinghorn, Fife 1878

Nett tonnage - 486

Gross tonnage - 784

H.P - 140 Sc.

(This refers to the change from British to Australian registry)

From the “Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday, May 3rd 1879 - A report of the trial trip of the
Keilawarra on her arrival at Melbourne, Australia extracted from the “Melbourne Argus”

The 8.8 Kedawarra,” — The following

eugineer, went down with ) f of
extract from the Mellourne Argus gives ny the ownerr. A atart w.'uls: |,}iﬂl‘mrlr.;':ﬁm.f:fnﬁt-
mtureu&mg account nE_ the steamer “ Kol ridge railway pier shortly after 1 pou., i\l;\l on
awnrrn” which left Kirkealdy harbonr some passiug Gellibrand's Point lightship time was
time ago for Melhourne, The favourable jm. taken. The * Keilawarra' beaded straight for
pression  the vesssl has  created in  the the west chanuel lightship, which she i"‘"c(tt‘.hi:d

Colony reflect credit on her Luilders—Mossrs
Jolin Key & Sous, Kinghorn, ns well as on
the eogiveeriug abilities of Mr Andrew Pye
of Pathhead, who fills the position of chief
eugineer :—" The new steamer * Keilawarra’
which arrived lnst week from Seotlanid to j(.\i:.:
the fleet of the Melbourne Steamship Company,
has s far advanced with her equipment for
the intercoloninl trade that she will leave for
%..-1..\.,-, on route for Quesnslaud poste, un
{ Thursday next. She has beeu built expressly

for the Quedusland trade, andiu future will
run from Syduey tothé northein ports, Since
her un-ivn'l_‘ tha { Keilawarra' | man decked,
and bad the botton coated with Borthwick's
patent anti-fouliug compoaition, and one or
twao little ulterations have been affected in the
machivery, In order to have a preliminary
trinl of the engines, aud just to ses that every
| thitig is in good gowg order, the ' Keilawarra’

maile an official trip down the by Jl_-nLurnm\-’,
and Mr Alex. Kitkwood, consulting marine

in exactly one hour 46 minuter. The speed
wad equal throvghout, sud the average number
of revolutions was 68. Thers was Lttle or no
| vibration, aud the working of the engines was
all that could e desired. The pistons have a
| louger stroke than vsnal, aud this is a plan
which i3 coming greatly into use in mo(ﬁerﬂ
marine muchivery, as (t eosures greater driving
speed, The * Welawirra’ is the seconl steamer
which has beeo fued by her bullders with
the long stroke. Ou the return spin, the
working of the engives wna ngain satisfactory,
the number of revolutions averaged 71,
althiouglt uhere was a fesh head wind, The
! Keilawavin! las Leen fitted up in her pas-
senger nccommodation with a due ]vgdnl to
warm climates, and hey steerage is so arranged
in the matters of light and ventilation aato
coniluse mnterially towsvile the eombect of
voyagers. Pravious to tak run down
the Day yesterduy the * Keilawarra' swung at
the buoys for adjustment of compasses.

The Collision Between the Keilawarra and the S.S. Victoria Tuesday the 18th December 1883

At 1.30pm on Saturday 15th December 1883 the Keilawarra, under the command of Captain H. R.
Bristow, left Townsville for Brisbane. Passengers on board were:- Mrs Brown, her four children and
servant, Mrs Roberts with her child and nurse, Mrs Vos and two children, Mrs Toft, Mrs Cowley, Miss
Harris, Miss Quin, Miss Flemming, Miss Toft, Miss Radford, Miss Willis, Miss Harris, Messrs Brown, J
McPherson, G Allen, H.J. Deazly, H.P. Blake, C.J. Fraser, J.M. Graham, Roberts, O’'Donnell, Harris,
Jamieson, E.Carr, J Lyon, R. Fleming, J.H. Radford, S. Williamson, and 55 steerage passengers. They
passed Dent Point at half past three the following morning , Break Sea Spit at 1.30 pm on the 17th,
Cape Moreton at 5 am on the 18th and arrived at Brisbane at nine o’clock the same morning. Captain
Bristow reported that they had experienced light south and south east winds as far as Sandy Cape and
from the on until their arrival they had had fine weather with a moderate northerly wind.

At 7 pm that evening the ship set sail again from the Municipal Wharves this time bound for Sydney
with a quantity of cargo and a full complement of passengers. By about half past eight they had
reached the outer or new channel, a 200ft cutting in the Brisbane River. At the same time the A.S.M.
Company’s steamer Victoria, sailing from Port Douglas and who earlier that evening had anchored in
the Brisbane roadstead, entered the cutting and the two vessels met in the channel. When it was seen
that a collision was inevitable both steamers were immediately reversed serving to lessen the force of
the contact. The Victoria , under the command of Captain

Munro, was light and consequently very high out of the water. She struck the Keilawarra with great force
forward of the collision bulkhead and within a few feet of the latter's stem on the starboard side
penetrating 12 feet and cutting the Keilawarra from the deck to the waterline. The two vessels remained
locked together for two hours. It was fortunate that the Victoria did not strike the Keilawarra a few feet
further aft when she would have gone into the steerage bunks and, as a number of passengers had
already retired for the night, the loss of life would undoubtedly have been great. As it was no lives were
lost.

Passengers who left on the Keilawarra for the somewhat more exciting journey they had bargained for

were as follows:- Mrs Vos, who had joined the ship at Townsville, Mrs E.H. Gadden, Mrs S. Maxwell,
Mrs Langford, Mrs Mellor, Mrs R.B. Davis, Mrs Bloomfield and child, Mrs Bradley, Mrs Dyson Aplin, Mrs
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Wm Kelling and two children, Mrs W Gunn, Mrs Little, Mrs Chowe and two infants, Mrs T Thompson,
Mrs Ryder , Miss Ryder, Miss F Philpot, Miss Tarrent, Miss Radford, Miss Vos, Miss Alzano, Miss
Smallman, Miss Bermetz, Miss Myers, Miss Bennett, Miss Rice, Colonel Jeffreys, Messrs D Mclnnes, T
Henry, Shadforth, W Reese, Davis, H.V. Keeson, G Moss, S Maxwell, Wiliam Riding, Kahlo,
C.A.Gadden, R. B. Davis, G Pearson, Thangworth, F.G. Thomas, N Mandelson, C McDuffey, L Sinclair,
Byers, C Bradley, Miller, J Scott, Little, J.J. Reid, W. J, Lowett, J. D. Burns, Jenkins, W Gun, J.
E.B.Burne, W. J. Mullaly, McKenna, H. Mooney, Osbourne, Shaw, Williams, Thompson, D McBird, J
Taylor and 66 in steerage.

A number of the above passengers made a fresh start on their voyage the following morning on the City
of Melbourne, their passage money for the Keilawarra having been refunded to them. The remainder
left on the Burwah, a sister ship of the Keilawarra, on Friday 21st December.

On her return to Brisbane shortly after midnight on the night of the accident, the Keilawarra was made
fast to the Municipal Wharves and early the following morning a number of hands were set to work
unloading her forehold. When this had been accomplished her bows were raised so high that all the
damage to the vessel was above the water line and clearly visible. On the afternoon of Thursday the
20th she was floated into the graving dock in readiness for repair and the following evening Mr. W.
Irving, Superintending Engineer for Messrs W. Howard Smith and Sons’ owners or the Keilawarra,
arrived to let out the contract for the said repairs.

The Victoria was not as severely damaged as the Keilawarra. She had six of her port bow plates
destroyed and two small holes knocked in her starboard bow. The damage was all above the waterline
and she was able to be repaired alongside the wharf. The work was started on the morning after
the incident by Messrs Evans, Anderson and Phelan and was finished in time for her to leave at noon
on Friday 21st, December for Sydney via Newcastle, with Chiarini’s Circus on board.

In September 1884 a cross action between Messrs Howard Smith and Sons’ and the A.S.N. Company
was heard at the Supreme Court, Darlinghurst. The A.S.N company wished to recover £2000 and
Messrs Howard Smith and Sons’ £3000 for damages sustained by the collision. The evidence for the
A.S.N. Company went to show that the collision happened in a narrow cutting 200 feet wide, and
through the default of the Keilawarra. Witnesses for the Keilawarra, however, swore to the collision
occurring in an open channel between that cutting and another one, and was caused through the
Victoria coming away from her proper water. The verdict was given for Howard Smith and Sons and
damages of £2574:14s:7d were awarded.

(Sources:- Brisbane Courier 19th, 20th, 21st December 1883 and the Daily Telegraph, Sydney, 20th
September 1884)
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The Sinking of the Keilawarra, December 8th 1886
An account of the accident taken from “TheTimes” December 10th 1886, p7, col C.
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_Ax logulry of the Marine Board” ints . the!
ﬂrtcml:hlm cannected .ol il
hetmeen the nteamers Kellawarra and il

on_Thu tory On ni';"'il"-“ y
RN. { ian), 30d Memrs,  Beat nﬁ

Wilsom. . * wie T
Crptain Monro, of the sald :

when be il saw the Eellawsrm's Tt waa |
wntering the outiiog from the ihe!
wis on tho bridge, and with him ware the,
third" mate { a peaman pamed /Olark
st the wheel; he saw the Keilawarra's

nmlra{li htﬁdﬂitﬂﬂlﬂ‘nlﬂ i
or nea. t
g s g s B T L

MARINE ROARD INQUIRIRS.'

—

Tie Vicronta axp Ketawannd COLLIRION, :

food ; wade the rownark to bimaclt, ' Hurry np
and let us pasy,” sheseemed so well clesr, when
the it niats suddenly remaried, ' My God,
he's coming for us;” before the vomel struek
them witoess ssog out, ' Gosstern, I'ra sa near
the hank aa 1 can geb:” atill l::lluc the
yemel coming towards them  heading for
the port bow, ordered the engines ful
speed mstern, which was at oneo done, and |
inatead of the Kellawarra cantiog to starbanrd
shie canted to port, which waa caused, ho
belinved, by ber being too close to the star-
board bagk ; when the engines wero fimt |
reversed the leading lighta were, if anything,
open to Lhe castward ; the engines had not |
been reversed nbave two minutes when the Vie-

Willism Ulsrk, A.B. oo the Victarls, nald be
was at bhe wheel st the tiwe of the collision ;
aa the Kellawarra approached saw first ber ruil
light ; rould not mee her hull, it was a0 dark;
the red light then changed o green, but could
not say Liow far sho was off at the I.!me; when
the preen light weas scen the engines worm ra-
wersed ; noticed that the head of the Vietnria
fell off 1o starbaard ; heard the thind mate sy
"“We nre 'right on the plles;” heard someons
sing out frum the forecastle * Full speed
ssterm ;" (the witness bere placed models on the
table shawing tha poattion ot the two vemels)
did not think the Victoris was sesr the groun
at the tirne; Lad been throb monthe on the
Victoria | she steered well ; received no orders
o starboard the helm when caming through
the cuttiog; nover knew the Victoris to ahear

lights when she was a quarter of amileof; he toris sbriek them P |
! just inside the starboard

&rﬂi:-.?'{f ::F-lh terlow; and beard no i baw ; his bridge was before the cedtra of I in coming up the Fiver ; heard Usptain Muare
Kei]l:‘mﬁh‘i::;;?m ) oo | &‘ veaanl ) ‘;Eld"'h‘ t:”:‘lh“ tlmi f:n'}::’“ sing Gut Lo Bae coming steamer, r‘W’hy don't

. i | they were sl abou rea poln i ur helm “him Lo

mate thea called his atlention to his *too right shead; in -taking the 'bearing of  Leepthe f&iﬁ.l;’i?‘ém e

tho ligkts ot the time look AL lhem John Thomsen, firat mate of the Kellawarra,

ovor the port quarter;’ ontil the Viectoria T
was quite’close ooly saw her masthesd and red. said that when e reported the Victorin's

of my port hand,” sod. all at once mw.the lighta; when abont ffty yurds off saw the  1&lits they were closa ta the pust bank; when
. " Agh i . it the Victoria was about 100 yards olf moticed
R et yoch iasbgiy| oo olheckerhondlls; didnotiegtt s MR et A !

taln that there must bo something wrong with

her ateering gear; afler this went forward ;

the Keilawnrm had been xnln:xf alow, and beard

the rapiain anler * Pull spee M\»‘rl-{:' =t e
c

time of the eollision the bows of the Keiln

must be sowething wrong wilh his steering
gear ;" did oot thisk ey were la the ouler
cutting at the time of the collision ; shortd
ofier collision his leadsmcn  were  givin,

wa ;" We had provisosly the
when ho saw hgu green ligh nd_mﬂ'mn
lr.-rd malera, 6 Do aw & collision was una
ahle; ot sume tima ke sang oot tothe Arstmate,’

four fathoms, Tn veply to cther ques-
H Lonk nb the lesdin, is that they ars open tlopy, witness bl Lboe culting, Le belleved Warm e pesr, Lbw, irund iaa ) Mie
e y 48 il v d, t i ;oo 4
to the north.west ; anid this Incase there should was  0fL  wide, but they wers not in ,::; ﬂ;:r]f “a'.-r.f ’ine:;rn:-:l.d 'vhlu‘::s Tl d?:‘;l
3 the entting when the zellision eecurred; -

be any ioquiry; the lights were ttl:lnr “ha.
conld ses clear hnl.w:gn them, and qhﬁ
iﬁseetn kapt :n thtg’pﬂitlul from the time

rat Eaw them; be wea coming op with the whistle wlien he stopped hils enpinads heard by
%%ﬁimmﬁn'm&OMt place § 1.:: :;:_J'.II;.,“‘ report jtbkat Lhe letorin  ateered
T b e e S ¥. M. Vigan, first mato of the Victoria, said
revenaiog l.ga ug!%:s the vesels ha'd

sonnded his whistle ence after getting the

1 1 nistle i 1 idge ; hod beon im the
leading lizhta” in line; did not sound his :

Brishano and Northem trade nearly vighteen
monthe; had honn in Howsrd imil{'n vinploy
shunt eight montha ; wiler tho collision sofme-
one apoka Lo him frow the forecastle of the Vie-
toria § the reason the Victaria slol wot run
inta their port how, l:l !;!"“;' they were re-

¥

e was at the forecastio head ot the time uf the

iy

» y . S their 1 SN T
oot pey  off  either way: Cullisiun ; coming up Lhe CHANDCL wos oollelng the apposite way toe what sha eaally a4 3 did
lision ordered his bost to be Jowered In the leading lights, which were oficn to the wot thiok ey could Lave gob cear ili I.Ilm

ease it should ba required ; the vessels were ln weslward ; all the tims they were coming fnes hod not been reversed,

contact for near) through the cuttlng did pot netice uny pile on » P . :
drifting nr I'l?:: f!::?- hko::l .'lﬁ o -,: the starboird shle: saw  the K;!I:I‘Im _.|‘=:li:tsr::‘:'h‘flﬂ.‘:’u‘.nﬁlieyl&f&.‘?:ﬁ‘o‘
vemed, and the lights did not alter bn 1 cnmmp& down the channel, firt showing both  wue rounding ihe Pile Liphthouss: &3 the
the Kellawarrs was scross the chaanel, sad side lights, and then saw ool the vessels approsched lost slsht of her green
Victoris was paruy so; when they got cliear | masthesd and red Hght: saw ber preen light Light and recsived the uum ]
witness aaked Captain Bristowe whether he when she was about BOO[L off ; then culled Lo ths 'Vietoris ‘was Lhen .pear sl |
wax making any waler, and ha replied, “No, ! | thoeaplain, * 8ke Lt coming acrass onr bows:"  could ouly ses her grees Lght; recrived (the
am going op tho river a4 soon aa you pass ma. when quite cloae, hailed, saking, ¥ Whers are order 0o, slow,” mod then *'Blop; they
Dy Captain Dristowe : Waa inthe cutting whea you coming Lo " sod beanl o reply, ¥ Where  ware 'stdl)- pg the same way aod |the
the collision took place ; Lhern ks 15/t water at are you :ominkz to—I am on lbo und ¥ ‘eaptaln was can the man st the wheel
low tide; after the callision nothiny less thna conhl uot eny whether the Victaria's hond was e wnled i his; helm e the vessdls cheme
LG(t, was found, and o one pl'.lu].'ﬂr.. or 18- altered or not; after collision, In accordance rﬂn ﬂmm“?ﬂl spoed astern ”
nlongeide the sflerpart of the ship, In soswer with Capieio Munroe's request; uoilesd the A thie Mew Fisdwria wee s Lile we sio
to_other questions witness stated thst the Higlits, and saw they were in the ususl position; b d, | 1t the timse of the collision'the
collision ook place in the 200f. catting; both when coming through the cuttlog thonght  fwo sleamers were ar near end oo ax ible
the vessels wore reversin, dM engines after they were halloway betweon the liﬁﬁuahip and mtﬂ»
nob move

the collislop, but the the npper lights ; heard Lho captain distipctl,
g bod m{:ﬂ PR 1 P ! |

i Jobn s AB., bomrd
.’ih"a‘- kﬁhm u'ﬂ?:whm when | the

cither way; - of the Victoria two order the cugine full speed astern. i L whecn the order waa piven
years in the Hrisbans and Northern trade, and Willlam Lawson, second mato of the Victoria,  $87alow: tha . the red light of | the
consldered her aa & steamer as Deed be watid that prior Lo the collision they weres clnsa  (Yictoris “cma o aight  but  wx [the
the first voyage Le had he ran 2:» the hank aver to the plles, of which lio saw ane ar two : 'ﬂﬂiﬁl nomrer witness eouldm:.l{ see| her
twice, bul never had any mishap . onn of them wasabout 1Mt from Lhem; the §reea 1} remambered the cogines g e
Caplain H. B, Bristow stated that bo was witnesa correlorated the previsus avidenzs as varsad ; the Lightship was t ;h—&‘;' when
lu charge of the Kellswarra; when - gpoing to tho vessel's course; after the colliaion  Ehes were reversed Iawarra's
down tha river oo the evening In question the the Kellawarra remained in tho same posi- (sll 'ofl the oppusite ey [ror what it géneenlly
firnt nud third mates and the man AL Lhe wheel tlon; Qid not hear the Kellswarrnowhistio; — @idyihed stecred tho wadim [ur kmu yeaim.
wern oo Mhe bridpe bealdes blmsslf; about’ the Victoria's whistle was sounded twice, but  ‘This'witness entirely failed to show h,_f: the
30 p.ro., on o Hood tide, and soon after gutting not after the engines wero atopped ; div.l not m‘ "'.. the chaanel bow the collision
the leading lighta In line, & wieaier's hear anyvae sing out from the forecastle to the - have® occurred ander the conditions
wera reparted ; continoed his course slew Keilawarra; mentioned to Caplain Munro, stated by him in his evidence. |
went down the river with the lewding lights y wero closs - This conclnded the lonulry, t
apen to the southward L T “ia o T :

to the piles; the leading lighta wero never on
tho starboard bow ; on woon as engince wore
reversed the helm was ordered hard-a-port, and
hier head paid off more Lo the westward,

dark, but he knew they were not near

engines for tha comlog stesmer to pass when

\ when srowing the channel, that L
ahe was within ffty y coming up with the |

From The “Brisbane Courier”, Saturday, December 22nd, 1883, page 6;, columns 5 & 6

Extra information gleaned from various sources regarding the collision between the Keilawarra
and the Helen Nicoll.

The Keilawarra was engaged in the Australian coastal service and at the time of the disaster was on a
voyage from Sydney to Brisbane carrying a full cargo, including two racehorses, a crew numbering
twenty-three and a full compliment of thirty-one passengers. She was under the command of Captain
Buttrey who had been sacked by the Australian Steam Navigation Company in 1884 for grounding the
Glanworth, another Kinghorn ship, causing her a great deal of damage. On the fateful night of 8th
December 1886 Captain Buttrey was last seen standing at the bridge. In true naval tradition he went
down with his ship. He had earlier refused the offer of a lifebelt which he passed on to a female
passenger. There is a discrepancy as to the total number of lives lost in the collision with a variation
between 35 to 48. The register entry says that six were lost from the Helen Nicoll the inconsistency
seems to lie in the fatalities from the Keilawarra.
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The report of the collision in The Times December 10th 1886 records an account given a Mr. Mathews
of what he had seen that night. The gentleman concerned was a Mr Aleck Mathews - a steerage
passenger on the Keillawara. At the time of the impact Mr Mathews had been below reading a
newspaper account of the loss of the steamer Corangamite that had run ashore the previous day at St
George’s Head, Wreck Bay. As is recorded in The Times article previously referred to, he raced to the
deck and saw companion stairs crowded with men, women and children in various stages of undress in
their rush to reach the deck. Once on deck Aleck Mathews ran for the first lifeboat. Panic had seized
all. He heard the captain cry out to the men | the lifeboats “Shame on you men! Have you no thought
for the women?” After being washed overboard Alecke managed to scramble back on deck by means
of a rope someone thrown down . What greeted him was a scene that would stay with him forever. In
his own words - “Women rushed at me and clung to me, and prayed me in God’s name to save them.
Little children, some quite naked were running shrieking with fear about the deck, quite demented, and
some were clinging to their mothers so tightly that they could not be torn away.” He also recalls the last
shriek from the vessel as she disappeared head first into the water - a shriek that made his blood run
cold.

Reverend Gray was one of the people who had jumped from the Helen Nicoll to the Keilawarra thinking
erroneously that it would be the safer place to be. On realising his mistake he stripped to his singlet and
went to see what he could do to help the situation. He first tried to assist the crew in getting the boats
out and the went in search for lifebouys for the women. He had seen a lot of men jump overboard with
lifebouys and he was now unable to find any more. Seeing there was nothing else he could do he
jumped into the sea and swam as far as he could from the sinking Keilawarra.

The Keilawarra finally succumbed. According to the survivors she stood straight upon her end before
plunging head first down to the Ocean leaving a mass of debris strewn all over the surface of the
water. The deathlike calm and quiet that followed was, according to another passenger, one of the most
dreadful experiences he had ever beheld.

Amongst the survivors there was just one adult female and one child the remainder being male and
including many of the crew members of the Kielawarra, indeed, apart form the captain, all of the
officers and engineers. As you can imagine it was not long before rumours of panic and cowardliness
spread.

The lady who survived had desperately tried to hold her injured husband out of the water but to no
avail, he died in her arms and she was lifted out of the water unconscious. The only child, twelve year
old Alice Cornwall had been recovering from a major eye operation and was found clinging to a bag of
chaff having lost her mother in the panic.

The Helen Nicoll, owned by Messrs, John See and Co., of Sydney, was sailing from Grafton to
Sydney under the command of Captain Fraser. On clearing the bar at Grafton Captain Fraser had
handed o ver to the ship’s mate, Mr. Knowles who was in charge at the time of the accident.

The Helen Nicoll struck the Keilawarra on the starboard side almost cutting her in two. People on board
the Helen Nicoll told of a cry that was heard like a warning cry a few minutes prior to a terrible crash. In
the following confusion some of those on the Helen Nicoll thought it was their ship that was about to
sink and tried to jump across to the Keilawarra. A it was the Helen Nicoll

with bows stove in was assisted to Sydney. Six of her crew were crushed to death whist asleep in the
forecastle at the time of impact. The Court of Enquiry found the Keilawarra mainly to blame through
“reckless navigation”. Mr. Knowles Certificate was suspended for three months for not reducing speed
earlier when first being aware of the Keilawarra’s lights.

One good thing to come out of this terrible tragedy was that the provision of adequate life-boats and
belts for all on board any ship sailing along the coast of N.S.W. was made compulsory.

(Info from “The Times”, Maritime Archeology website www.heritage.nsw.gov.au, National Shipwreck
Database, “Dictionary of Disasters at Sea During the age of Steam 1824-1967” by Charles Hocking
F.L.A., Ships Registers )

From “List of Ship’s Registers Opened and Closed 1885-1890” - PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR

January 1887 Register closed:- Keilwarra
79507

Port of Registry - Sydney, N.S.W.

Built - Kinghorn, 1878

Nett tonnage - 486

Gross Tonnage - 784

H.P. 140

Collision on 8th December 1886
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YARD No.36

“JOSEPH RICKETT” (Later “LAMONE”)
Official No. 81548
Launched 22" February 1879

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Joseph Rickett

Ship’s number - 81548

International signal code - SPNO

Description - Iron screw schooner with one iron deck
Built - 1879 - Completed in February of that year
Built by - John Key and Sons, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 683

Net tonnage - 410

Length - 186.1 feet

Breadth - 28 feet

Depth - 13.9 feet

Engine - one compound 2 cylinder steam engine
Engines built by - J. Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy

Port of registry - London

Owner G. R. Carter and Sons

Master - R. Cockerton - First appointed to the Joseph Rickett in 1893

From The Fifeshire Advertiser, Saturday, March 1st 1879, Page 2, Col.C

New Iron Screw Steamer

The “Joseph Ricket” a large new iron screw steamer is at present lying in the wet dock, being fitted out
and finished for sea. She has been built to the order of Messrs Gammon, Son, and Carter, and was
launched from Messrs Key’s shipbuilding yard, Kinghorn, on Saturday. A large number of spectators
assembled in the yard and vicinity to witness the christening and launch of the vessel, and amidst the
cheering of the assembled company she glided from the slip into the water. The Joseph Ricket is
intended to ply in the coal trade between Sunderland, Newcastle and London. She in 184feet in length,
with large carrying capacity, fitted with all the modern improvements, and is a sister ship to the ltuna,
recently built at the same yard. Her engines are 100 NHP. It may be stated that on entering the
harbour the vessel struck against the Mid Pier making it more Ricketty than ever,

Extra information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1909/10

Description - One well deck
Engines - 90 RHP

Flag - British

Owner - W. Cory and Son Limited
Master - E. A. Pasey - since 1906

Alongside the entry is a note - Now named “Lamone”, see No.8 in the supplement.
Extra information from the supplement as follows:-

Ship’s name - Lamone

Previous name - Joseph Rickett

Ship’s no. - None

Port of registry - Rimini

Flag - Italian

Owner - G. Carnevali (He was still the owner in 1914/15)

Master - G. Lippi - Joined the company and ship in 1909

From PRO Ref. BT165/55. Vessels reported wrecked, sold foreign or broken up in 1908 & 1909.

Name of ship - Joseph Rickett
Ship’s no. - 81548

Propulsion - Steam

Net tonnage - 410

Sold Foreign
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Report as to stranding of “Joseph Rickett” ot February 1886

(No. 2838.)
“JOSEPH RICKETT” (S.8.)

The Merchant Shipping Acts, 1854 to 1876,

In the matter of the formal Investigation held at
the Sessions House, Westminster, on the 2nd of
March L8856y betore H. C. RoTaERY, Esquire, Wreck
Commissioner, assisted by Captains Roxatpsoy and
Eex¥eny, as Assossors, into the circumstances
attending the stranding of the steamship ** Joserm
Rickert,” of London, near Staithes, on the coast
of Yorkshire, on the 8th ultimo.

Tteport of Court.

The Court, hm‘inE carefully ln}uit’ed into the eir-
cumstances of the abovermentione shipping casuvalty,
finds, for the veasons annexed, that the stranding

. of the said vessel was due to the negligent navigetion
thereof by Robert Cockerton, the mastor, nnd Willinm
Brannen, the mate, and it accordingly suspends their

. certificates for three monthy and one month respeecs
tively, but recommends that during the period of the
suspension of his master’s certificate, the master shounld
receive a first mate's.

The Ouvurt is not asked
costs,

Dated this 2nd day of March 1886,

(Signed) H. C. Rornery,
Wreck Commissioner.

to make any order as to

We concur in the above report.

(Signed)  A. Rowauosos,

H. C. Kmux“’}m“sors.

Aunex to the Report,

This case was beard at Westminster on the 2nd doy
of March instant, when the Honourable Alfrad Lyttelton
appeared for the Board of Trade, Mr. Gibson for the
owners, and Mr, "Baden Powell for the mastor of the
> Joseph Rickett.” Seven witnesses having been pro-
duced Ly the Board of Trade and examined, Mr.

- Lyttelton banded in o statement of the questions npon
which the Board of Trade desired the opinion of the
Court. Mr. Gibson and Mr, Baden Powell then
addressed the Court on bebalf of their rcapective

arties, and the mate of the ** J oseph Rickets” having

een heard on his own behalf, and Mr. Lyttelton in
reply, the Court procceded to give judgment on the
questions upon which its opinion had been asked. The
circamstances of the case ave as follow :

The “Joseph Rickett” is an iron ecrew steamship
belonging to the purt of Loudon, of 716 tons gross, and
419 tons net remister, and ia fitted with engines of 90
borse-power. She was built at Kinghorn, in the county

of Fife, in the year 1879, and at the time of the casnalty

which forms tlie subject of the present inquiry, she was
the property of My, George Robert Carter, of 53, Coal
j¥ehengy, Loudou, Gual derchant, and olbers, My,
Gurte_r being tlie managing owner., She left Sunder-
land in the Afternoon of the 9tk of FE\JI'I.IM‘;‘]" last, with
nerew of 14 hands all told, and a cargo of 740 tuns of
o0al, bound (o London ; and having cleared the harbour
ivas, at about 530 p.m., when abonk two cables' lengths
Inside of Hendon Rock Buoy, put upon a S. by B. course
by the bridge compaes, to malfc Whitby Light. At this
time we are told tho weather was fine with more or less
baze, and the wind light from about W.S.W., and she
Proceeded at full speed, waking from 8 to 8} knots, It
Was the master's wateh from § to 8, but at 7,30 he went
below, leaving the deck in charge of the boutswaiu, and
000 after 8 pm. the chief mate come on deck and took
chal-;.ge: At his time o fAare, which no deubt came from
the &:kmmngr-a.ve Furnnee Works, was seen awny on the

quarter; and shortly afterwards the mate
observed what he took t9 be a black bank of fog ahead,
and on the slarboard bow. Whilst Le was trying tu
make out what it was breakers were suddenly seen

L 3T, 2617, 180,~3/86, Wt. 408, L. &S.

. ipon which ordare wore d¢ ondo given to stars
board, but before the vessel had time to answer her
helm she strack
moster’s ¢oming on deck the enpineg were réversed
full speed, the vessel remnined fass, A short time
afterwards some fishermen come on board, and the
master, finding that he ¢onld not move her, despatched
a boat to Havtlepool for o steam tig, and at the same
time enga?ud about 30 men to help jettison the cargo.
On the fol owiuf morning two steam tngs arrived, and
whout 50 or 60 fons of eoals having by that time been
Emmﬂi' the vessel was hauled off and wag taken to

rtlepool. The place where the vessel had struck was
ugroaits the village of Boulby, and about a mile and a
half to the north of Staiths,

These being the facts of the case, the first question
upon which our opinion has been asked ig, “ What was
“the causc of the stranding of the veaselp” The
stranding of the vessel was no doubt due to her having
been pat on o course to po&s too close to the ghore witha
out regard to the flood tide, which was ab the time ran.
ning to the south, and which would tend to set her to
the westward of her course, and so on to the land.

The second question which we are asked is, “ What
** number of compasses bad the vessel on board, where
** were they placed, and when and by whom wore they
*“last adjusted ? " There were three compasaes on hoard,
u pole compass on the upper bridge, a bridge compnss
before the midship wheel, and o steering compass’ aft.
They had been adjusted in chemheﬁg?g, when the
vessel wis first boilt, but not since.

The third question which we are asked is, ** Did the
‘‘ master ascertain the deviation of the compasses from
** lime to time; were the errors correctly ascertained
*“ and the proper eorrection to tho courses applied ? *
The master told us that he nsed from timo to time to
pscertain the deviation of the compasses, but that he had
not done so during the last thres months thag he hod
been running up and down the coast. He tald us thas
the deviation cards which he had on board, and which
had been drawn np in November 1879, were of no use,
and that the bridge compass showed abont half a point:
easterly devintlon on & 8. by B. course, whereas the
deviation on that course was about n point snd a half.
Whether, however, the master had correctly nscertained
the errors of his compasses, and applied the proper cors
rections to the courses, it is not_possible to say, for ho
kept no deviation book, nor mede any entry of the devis
ution in the log book, 80 that if any accident had hap.
pened to bim duriug the veyage, no one on board woufd
have known what courses to steer,

The fourth question which we nre asked is, ** Whether
“ o safe und proper course was set and steered after
 leaving Sanderlond on the 9th of February, and
' whether due and praper allowanee was mado for tide
* and currents 2 We were told by the master thug the
courge sch and sleered from about two cables’ lengthg
inside of the Hendon Rock Buoy, was 8. by E. by the
bridge compass, which he said would be equivalent to a
8.8.1. } K. course magnetie, there being o point and a
half of easterly deviation by that compass on a 8. by B.
gourse. It was, however, pointed out to the master that,
if the compass had bad o point aud a half of easterly
deviation, 1 8. by E. course would be equivalent not +o &
8.5.B. § I course, but to a 8.4 W. conrse magnetic,
which if he had atasved wonld hava pui him hebuss
long before he had reached the Teos Bay. The deviation
was no doubt westerly and not ensterly, but it only
shows what the Conrt has so often had to remark, that
mastery of many of those steamors do not seem Lo know
the differcnce between casterly and westerly deviation,
nor how to apply the devistion in order to obtain the
correct course. Assuming, however, that in this in-
stance thore was o wosterly doviation of oue and g
half poiuts, so thata S. by E. course by the compass
would be equivalent to a §.5.E. § E. course magnetic,
such a course would in our opinion not bo either a spfe
or a proper course, for it would take him, even if he
made v good, very near the land before he reached
Whithy. Now it must be remembered that up to the
time of their going ashore they would have the
southerly tide with them, and their course being
S.8.E. # E., that would tend to set them somewhat to
the westward of their course, and would be quite suffi-
cient to account for the vessel having pone nshore whera
she did. According to the mate, the proper sourse on
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leaving Sunde land is to steer first
they get a good offing, before putting the vessel on &
S.€.E course. It seems also that, although they had
a pole compnss on the upper bridge, there was no light
in it, as the master said that he thought that the glare
of the light would prevent the officer of the watch, who
wonld be on the upper bridge, from seeing o well
" ahead. Tho result wes that the courses wete set nnd

Bituiod Wy Vv rbdge o, whish waa an tha Inwar
bridge, and just in front of the wheel, but where it 18
admitted that it could not be scen by the officer who
was on the apper bridéﬁ. Now one of the most im-
portant duties of the officer of the watch is to see that
the veasel is being kept on her course, wnd Lh_ls it was
not possible for him to see from the tipper bridge, and
without going down to the lower bridge ; he had,
therefore, to trust entirely to the man ab the wheel
that the vessel was being kept on her proper course.
Even therefore had the course set been a safe or proper
conrse, there was really no security that that course
would be kept. P
The fifth question which we are asked is, *“ Whether
“ the master was on deck at o time when the safety of
** the vessel required his personal supervigion ? " See-
ing that the master elected to put his vesselon o conrse
which woald take her so close to the land that o slight
set of the tide or current to the westward would put her
aghore, and that he had not seen any light from the
time of leaving Sunderland, and was therefore ignorant
of his trne position, we think that he was not justified
in leaving the deck, at any rate until he had passed the
Whithy Eight.. and put the vessel on o clear conrse for
Flamborough Head. Im our opinion the master was off
the deck at a time when the aafety of the vessel required
his personal supervision. <
Tga sixth question which we are asked is, ' Whether
‘¢ the weather became thick, and if so, whether the
* gpeed of the vessel was promptly and sufficiently
“ reduced?” The master told us that the weather was
slightly hazy, but not sufficiently so to prevent their
going bt full epeed, for that they could see n ship's
Lights at the distance of a mile and o half; he said that
there was a kind of smoky haze towards the land,
cansed by the furnaces on shore, the whole way. On
the other hand, the mate and the vest of the crew
say that the fog was so thick that they could nof
see more then abont two ahiﬁ’ lengths off. Woe have
also the fact that neither the Hartlepool Lights nor the
liphta at the mouth of the Tees were seen, and that
ulthough they heard the whistle of a steamer they aid
not see hor ; nor do the breakers appear to have been seen
until they were jusk about to strike. Whether then the
weather was so foggy as to make it expedient to reduce
the speed of the vessel, it is clear that it was bad
enongh to make it necessury to take especial precan-
" tions to preveni the vessel going ashore, and these do
not appear to have been taken.
The seventh uestion which we are asked is, ** Whetber
““ the total neglect of the lead was justifiable 2" If the
mugter chose to put her on & conrse so near to the land,
bo should have kept the lead going to prevent her
going ashore. But what he ought to bave done was to
have given the land o wider berth, and in that case
there would have been no necessity to use the lead.
The eighth question which we are asked is,
" Whether the vessel was properly mooned?” She
bad o master, a mate, a boatswain, 5 A.B.s, two
engineers, o donkey man, and two firemen. There
were thuns the boatswain ond two A.B.'s in the
master's watch, and three A.B.'s in the mate’s watch.

first S.E. by S. until

Aud secing that it was only o voyage of from 33 to
34 hours, we are nobt disposed to say that she was
insafficiently manned. There were threec hands be-
sidea the officer in each watch, sufficient therefore to
relieve the wheel and the look-out, and, if necessary,
to take a cast of the lead.

The mninth question which we are asked is,
‘“ Whether a good and proper look out was kept#'
Tt seoma that the inok - ont was stationed om the
upper bridge alongmde the ofhcer of the . watch.
Looking, However, at the state of the weather, we
think %hnt he should have been staticned forward
on the topgallant forecastle. We are not, therefora,

repared to say that there was a good and proper
ook out.

The tenth question is, ' Whether the wessel was
“ navigated with proper and seamanlike care?” In
our opinion she was not.

The eleventh question is, *“ Whether the master and
** mate are, or either of them is, in defanlt?” and
it iz added that *‘the Board of Trade are of opinion
“ that the certificates of the master and chief officer
* ghonld be dealt with.” It appears to us that the
master is to blame for haviog put the vessel on a
course to pass too mear the land without making any
allowance for the tide, which would be setting bhim to
the westward of his course ; and for having gone Lelow
at a time when, owing to the foggy state of the weather,
and to the fact that he had seen no light since leavidg
Sunderland, his presence on deck wus required for the
safety of the vessel. We think also that the mate is to
blame for not having, when he saw what he took to be
a dark fog bank ahead, either reduced the speed of the
vessol, or put her head off shore, until he bad nscer-
teined what it was, ov at any rate colled the master;
he did, however, none of these things, but kept her
%oing shead at full speed, until she struck the rocks.

pon the whole we think that both these officers have
committed, not a mere error of judgment, but a wrong-
ful nct and default, for which it is our duty to deal with
their certificates. We are told that the master has been
in the ship ever since she was built, rather more than
G# yoora, and that during the whole of that time he bas
not before met with any casnalty ; on the contrary, ho
has received a high character from his employers for
steadiness and sobriety, and has been rewarded Loth by
the owners and by the nnderwriteras for the way in
which he has managed the vessel. The mate also has
produced o number of certificates from former employers
of his geoeral good conduct and attontion to his dutics.
There can, however, be no doubt that the chief respon-
gihility for this casualty rests with the master, although
in our oE)nion the mate is not altogether free from
blame. oking at all the facts of the cose, and having
recard to their previons good characters, the asseseor
are disposed to pass o lenient sentence npon them, an
we shall therefore suspend the master’s certificate for
only three months, and the mate's certificate for only
one month. The Court will nlso, on the application of
Mr. Baden Powell, recommend to the Board of Trade
that the master shall, during the snspension of hia
master's certificate, receive a chiel mate’s,

(Signed) H. C. Rorueny,
Wreck Commissioner.,

We concur.,

(Signed) A. Roxarpsow,

H C KﬂssED}.I}AESGESO!‘E.

Was renamed “Lamone” by her new owners in 1909

Broken up 4" quarter of 1933
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YARD No.37

“WILLIAM MUIR”
Official No. 81961
Launched October 1879
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Reverse of postcard bottom previous page dated 14 July 1905

“William Muir” as altered 1910 — note now only one funnel
(From “Steamers of the Forth” by lan Brodie)
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Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - William Muir

Ship’s number - 81961

Description - Steel paddle sloop

Gross tonnage - 364

Net tonnage - 155

Length - 174.1 feet

Breadth - 24.1 feet

Depth - 10.7 feet

Engine - One compound 2 cylinder steam engine

Engines built by J. Key and Sons, Kinghorn

Port of registry - Granton

Flag - British

Owner - North British Railway Company

Master - W. Morrison - Entered service of present owner 1849
First appointed to the William Muir 1879

The lead-up to the building of the William Muir

In January 1878 John Key contracted to supply new boilers for the North British Railway’s ship Express
at a cost of £1220 but on slipping the vessel was found to be in need of extensive repairs.

With the boilers for the Express having been already constructed John Key put forward the offer to build
a new ferry for the railway company at a cost of £14250. The boilers would be incorporated into the
new ferry and the Express would be taken as £400 of the payment. Delivery of this new ferry was
scheduled for July 1879 but the launch did not, however, take place until October after which the
William Muir, as she was named, entered service on the Granton to Burntisland route.

(Information from “Steamers of the Forth” by lan Brodie.)

From the “Fife Free Press” Saturday September 20th 1879. P5, Col.4.

Breakdown of the William Muir.

The William Muir passenger steamer broke down on Wednesday morning when about mid-way
between Granton and Burntisland with passengers. The John Stirling crossing with passengers at the
time was a few lengths ahead, and the captain, seeing the William Muir’s difficulty, put back,

and transferred the passengers and luggage, which were landed safely at Burntisland. Both trains were
considerably delayed.

141



On the night of the 29th of December 1879, just two months after the ship’s launch, the Tay Bridge
collapsed during a severe gale. A train had been crossing the bridge at the fateful time and it was the
William Muir who that had carried the unfortunate passengers who were lost to Burntisland.

From the Port of Granton Account of Voyages and Crew for the year 1880

Name of ship - William Muir

Ship’s no. - 81961

Date of Registration - 29th July 1879
Port of registry - Granton

Registered tonnage - 154.85
Owners - N.B.R.Co., Edinburgh
Master - William Morrison

Cert. No. 120568

Address - Mardie Cottage, Granton
Account of the voyages - Continually employed during the year conveying Passengers from Burntisland
to Granton and visa versa.

Information from the census enumerated on April 3rd 1881

Name of Vessel - “William Muir”

Census Place - Cramond, Edinburgh, Great Britain

FHL Film 0224065

GRO Ref Volume 679, Page 1

William Elder - head - married - 54 - Master - born Killala, Fife, Scotland

Robert Dick - married - 32 - Mate - born Perth, Perth, Scotland

Alexander Robertson - married - 41 - Engineer - born Tayport, Fife, Scotland
John Dick - married - 52 - Assistant Engineer - born Burntisland, Fife, Scotland
William Mathewson - married - 36 - A.B.Seaman - born Wemyss, Fife, Scotland
Robert Clarkson - married - 30 - A.B.Seaman - born England

William Robertson - married - 35 - A.B.Seaman - born Newbigging, Fife, Scotland
George Kinnell - married - 35 - A.B.Seaman - born Burntisland, Fife, Scotland
Andrew Morrison - married - 29 - A.B.Seaman - born Burntisland, Fife, Scotland
William Hay - unmarried - 22 - A.B.Seaman - born Burntisland, Fife, Scotland
Alexander Lumsden - unmarried - 16 - Cabin Boy - born Burntisland, Fife, Scotland
John Wishart - married - 29 - Fireman - born Burntisland, Fife, Scotland

Samuel Turpie - married - 27 - Fireman - born Kinghorn, Fife, Scotland

John Young - married - 28 - Fireman - born Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland

From the “Kirkcaldy Times” Wednesday, March 20th 1889

Shooting Accident on the Forth

When the North British Railway Company’s steamer William Muir was crossing the Firth of Forth from
Granton to Burntisland on Saturday about noon, signals of distress were observed flying from a yawl.
Fearing that some accident had occurred the captain brought his vessel close to the boat, and found
that the occupants were three young men, one of whom had been accidentally shot in the shoulder. It
transpired that the young men, who were students, had been out from Granton duck-shooting, and that
by some mistake one of them had been hurt as stated. The captain of the steamer took the injured man
and his companions on board and landed them at Granton, where they took train for Edinburgh. On
arriving at the Waverley Station the young fellow who had been shot drove in a cab to the Royal
Infirmary, where his injuries were attended to.

1889 — An unusual cargo

One night in 1889 the William Muir and her sister ship the John Stirling were given the task of
transporting over 500 horses, camels, dromedaries, elephants and other animals together with 50
caravans all belonging to Lord George Sangers Circus and Menagerie from Granton to Burntisland.
Embarkation began at 10pm and by 40’clock the following morning the strange cargo had been safely
landed at it's destination ,
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Information from “The North British Railway” by Hamilton Ellis. First published 1955 and
“Steamers of the Forth” by lan Brodie.

4th March 1890 - The Prince of Wales opened the renowned railway cantilever bridge across the
Queensferry narrows and followed the ceremony by boarding the “Dolphin”, together with the rest of
the official party, to view the construction from the water. It was the William Muir's function to follow
astern with the rest of the guests.

In 1910 the William Muir had new compound diagonal engines of 900 i.h.p. fitted. Her appearance was
also drastically altered by the removal of one of her funnels. Following her refit provision was also made
on the deck for space for cars

In January 1917, during the First World War, the Admiralty ordered the suspension of the Granton -
Burntisland Ferry crossing and later requisitioned the William Muir. She served from June 1917 until
May 1919 as a minesweeper based on the Kentish coast at Sheerness. Captain Clark, her master at
the time, went on service with her.

On completion of her Admiralty service the William Muir returned to her work on what was now called
the Forth Ferry making four double crossings on weekdays and three on Sundays.

Notes from the Steamers and Committee Minutes. (BR/NBR/1/269)

19 May 1919 - To submit letters from the Marine Superintendent, dated the 26th and 28th of November
recommending that Captain Clark of P.S. “William Muir” be appointed captain of P.S.”Kenilworth” at a
salary of £156 per annum, and that Mate John McGugan should succeed Clark as Captain of the
“William Muir” at a salary of £140 per annum.

16 Jan 1920 - P.S. “William Muir”. - With reference to the minute of the last Meeting, to submit letter
from the Marine Superintendent, dated 5th inst. recommending that Captain Angus Morrison, Broughty
Ferry, be appointed Master of the “William Muir”, at a salary of £140 per annum, plus War Bonus of 33/-
per week.

From Records of The North British Railway Company in the Scottish Record Office.

North British Railway Company. Marine Superintendents Office
Re Overhaul of the P. S. William Muir . Season 1922
Five tenders were received for painting and engine repairs.

H. Robb Ltd. £1365
Hawthorn £1320
Ramage and Ferguson Ltd. £1250
Menzies and Co. Ltd. £1295
(BR/NBR/8/1718)

1888 - Included in a list of steamers belonging to North British Railway suitable for use as gunboats. If
her deck was stiffened the William Muir would be capable of carrying a 10 ton gun.
NAS Ref BR/NBR/8/18

From the chapter on shipbuilding in “Kinghorn Industries Since 1790” published by the
Kinghorn Historical Society

In 1937 the William Muir, first of the steel built ships at Kinghorn, was withdrawn from Service and on
the 4th March was taken to the shipbreakers, Metal Industries Ltd., at Charleston. She had spent most
of her active service, apart from her minesweeping duties during World War 1, in and around the Forth
completing about 80,000 crossings each way and steaming more than 800000 miles. She was replaced
by the Thane of Fife.

Owners
North British Railway 29:7:1879 to 1:1:1923
London North Eastern Railway - 1:1:1923 to 7:5:1937
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The 11 illiam Nur

For nearly three-score vears she's plied
Across the restless IFirth,

And oftentimes her prow and stern
Have echoed to our mirth,

The wind and waves have scarred her sides
And made her insecure,

And soon the ‘breakers yvard’ will claim,

The sturdy William Muir.

We hailed her as 2 well-known friend,
“The Burntisland hoat';

We deemed her quite the finest type
Of ferry-craft afoat.

We loved her cabins and her decks,
And, whether rich or poor,

We thoroughly enjoved a sail
Aboard the TTilliam NMur.

But now her active days are past,
She'll plough the Forth no more:
And soon the worthy Thane of Fife
Will cross from shore to shore.
But those of us who aren’t voung
Are reallv not so sure
That any other ferry-boat
Will match the Willigm Muir!
NAN I. D, MACDONALD
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YARD No.38

“PATRICK STEWART”
Official No.
Launched 5th April 1879

From “The Fifeshire Advertiser”, Saturday April 12th 1879, Page 5

LAUNCH AT KINGHORN.
H.M.5 ‘' PATRICK STEWART."

On Sasturday last Kinghorn, s usnally quiet
and un:unminﬁ little place, was the scene of
1 animat T ds noon the
lesding from Kirkcaldy presented a lively ap-
p the holiday attire of the padestrians, and
the number of carmages all moving in one direc-
tion indicating that sometbing extraordinary was
going to taks place. Lannc! are mattors of

gh in the Firth of Forth
now-a-days, and for that matter at Kinghorn also,
bat we iove that the Patrick Stewart is the
firat vessel bailt for Her Majesty's Government
in the Firth of Forth, and the honour of building
it has fallen tu quiet and unpretentious Kinghorn,
and the enterprising firm of Messrs John KI:{
and Sons, It was the launching of this ahip whi
drew such crowds of visitors to the ancisat Bargh
of Kinghoru on Saturday Jast, Messrs Joha Key
and Sona have af late been ~xceedingly fortunata
in receiving commissions for the execution of
large vessals. Racently there were thres large
ships in the yard—the Joseph Rickett, s new
Rnle.nge.r steamer for the North British Railway
pany for B island ferry p and the
vessol lsunched on Saturdsy. The Joseph
Rickett in at present lying at hirkealdy Harbour
etting fitted up, and the North British Railway
erty boat in on the wiocks in = forward stats.
The yard at Kinghorn ia well adapted for apec.
tators witnessing a launch, the high ground at
the back forming s vantage ground ?rnm which a
capital view of the progress of the launch, and
the intereating ¥ d therewith,
might be obtained, sod every available t of
thin part was oconpiad by large numbers of aight
scers on Satarday. The 11th F.A. V. (Kinghorn)
Braas Band was stationed oo the deck of the pas-
senger boat. From the deck to the topmast ol'l:..l-;o
ahip fags wore displayed, as also the Union Jack
at the atern of the vessel.  Her craw (connistin
of npwards of 60 Lasoars] have attracted mu.ﬁ
attention during their stay at Kinghorn. They
arrived about & month ago, and were accommo-
dated in & wooden erection within the yard. As
moon as the vessel was ready they were accommo-
dated on board. The crew is composed of men of
different nationalities, sud their peculiarmodes of
conversativn have attracted moch attestion, par-
ticalarly from the fair sex, for whom the darkies
show great fondness. Intheir dress-uniform they
luok particularly well. A red-cloth turban, a hlue
sergo surtout, and trouscrs of the same material,
compone their rig out.

THE LAUNCH.

At the bow of the vessel was erected a tamg;:r-
ary platform for the accommesdation of o]
Colonel Champain and olhers, during the cere-
mony of * christening’ the ship. and at the ap-
pointed time (12.30) Rev, W. J. Dobie, minister
of the pari-l of Kiogborn, in pulpit robes,
ancandad the platform and procasdad to raad tha
sorvica used at the launching of Her Majesty’s
shipn, ‘This service is taken from Psalm cvii,
After this, Mre Colonel Champain gracefully
broke a bottle of champagne over the bow of the
versel, and uttered ' Patrick Stewart” as the
name of the vemsel. Then applying the mallet
{oilver-mounted ebony) o the stem, the blocks
were knocked ont, and the vessal gently glided
down the slip smid chesrs, and waving of
hats and handkerchiefs by tiie spectators.  Asf
the vesael left the slip, the band played ‘' Rule
Britannia," and after abe had been ade ushered
into her native elomant, ' God Save the Quosn'
was struck up. A more succeasiul laonch could
not bave been wished for. After reaching the
water the vessel was taken iu cliarge by two
steam tugs and conveyesd, with a large oumber oo
board, to Kirkealdy, where she armived safaly,
and was weleomed by & Ia.t;]gﬁ orowd. Although
thers wers several thousanda prasant not A sin, gle
mishap occurred, which may be accounted forgby
the praiseworthy arrangements of Messra Koy
wnil their anergetic manager, Mr Maceoll,

DESsCRIPTION OF THE VESSEL
The Patrick Stewart is bailt for Her Maj ‘s
Indian Government, for cable service in
Persian Gulf, Her dimensions, per custom, are
—Total length, 226 feet ; beam, 30 feet 6 inches ;
depth from hold to under deck, 17 fest 8 inches ;
from hold to p;ofi‘;-i f“‘.lg 8 inches, Tblo .hli.pr.
Ar anain T
mﬁengmu‘ are bailt to a.?_'oh heat
class, 1o which several im % additions have
been made by Admiralty to ensure the eafety of
the vessel. She hss an ordinary raking stem,
and elliptic stern.  The bow and stern of the
veasel aro fitted with large sheaves and shialds
for h{m and picking nglc-lblu, which although
useful, do pot enha er beanty. The pcn:g
deck is over 130 feet long, and ia fitted up wi
state room, dining cabing, mess rooms, baths, &c.,
for the use of & large staff of ufficers. Provision
in madé for taking s nomber of passengers to
luces where no regular servics can be maintained.
‘h.. crew are berthed on the 'tween decks for-
ward, The foll forcastle forward is apen and
fitted up with pens for sheep, pigs, and fowl
cockn.  For rtowing cable, fonr large tanks are
built on board, varying in size from 23 to 25 feet
in diameter, with water-tight' cones in centre, 8§
feet diametar, ‘Thess conea are fitted to hold
freah water. Provision is made by two tanks at
bottom of ahip fur 170 tons uf water hallast, to
pressrva the trim of the ship, when cables are
paid ont.  Saparata piping ix Inid to esch cabla
tank, and water tankp and other compartments
of the ship. One hrgz sogine, capable of throw-
ing oud 150 toos per hour, is fitted to ballast
tank{ with two connections to hold. A separate
engine ia fitted to fill and empty cable tanks.
All the exposed deck fittings are of teak, A
Harfield patent steam windlass is fixed on board
for working the anchors. Theship will be worked
by Muir & Caldwell's patent steeriug gear, which
in placed in {ront of the poop. | op dock is
titted a handsome chart-houss, with plying bridge
sbove. U tha rool of chari-Duuse is sreceod Ol
William Thomaon's patent compass. Telegraphs

| and voice-tubes are fitted between engine-rocin,

bridge-deck, wheel-hoase, and forccastio—the
telegraphs being repeating both engines and
steering. The ship ia brig-ripged, with steel
lower-mast, and pole topmast o ‘pmhvglne. On
the upper bridge the eloctrio ‘F!'t in fittad,
worked by Siemen's dienamel in eog
room, with separate engina of 5 horse-power.
‘This Jight is intended to facilitate the picking u{:
of buoys, or to assint in making passage throug

uarrow parts at m‘f t  The vessel's engines are
lnver compound, direst actiog, of indis
osted horss-power. The oylinders ara 28 inch,
aud 54 by 33-inch stroke. Two large circalar
boilers, with two furnaces iu each, supply the
steam, The bollers are 11 feet in diametar. The
working pressare of each is 76 Iba, The vessclis
propelled by a large four-bladed scraw. The
outward appesrance of the ship is very grand.
Halaw the watar.line ahe is painted red, aod
above black. The railiugs, &c., on the upper
deck are white-coloured. On the bow and stern

are roprosantations of the ¢ Star of Indis," with
| the words ' Heaven's light nur guide.” The
| ship will be manned by Captain Arthur W.
| Stilfe, 4 officers, surgeon, 3 engineers, 7 elec-
tricians, clerk, purser, caipenter, Unative o|fi=:m,
! and a erew of 54 The ship lay in the
| outer harbour, Kirkealdy, until Tuesday, and
| was then taksninto the wet dock and her fittie
pleted, Yesterday g sha left the
| harbour for her trial trip, which has proved
| extremely successful, the vesel running 0} kuota.
After coaling at Granton the Patrick Stewart will
proceed to her destination.
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From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1882/83

Name of ship - Patrick Stewart

Built - 1879. Completed in April of that year
Built by - J. Key and Sons

Description - Iron brig rigged screw steamer with 5 bulkheads
Gross tonnage - 1130

Net tonnage - 736

Length - 222.1 feet

Breadth - 30.7 feet

Depth - 16.4 feet

Engine - 130HP compound 2 cylinder
Engine built by - J Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy
Port of Survey - Leith

Owner - H. M. Indian Government

Master - E. Bishop

From “The Fifeshire Advertiser”’, Saturday March 29th 1879, Page 2

Owing to the heavy weather on Tuesday, the launch of H.M.S Patrick Stewart from Messrs Key’s ship-
building yard, Kinghorn was postponed.

From “The Fifeshire Advertiser”, Saturday April 5th 1879, Page 4

The launch of H.M.S. Patrick Stewart from the Abden shipbuilding yard is to take place to-day.

She will be brought to Kirkcaldy to be rigged, but as she is otherwise in a forward condition, the visit of
the Lascars to the “Lang Toun” will not extend over a long period. The launch will take place at half-
past twelve o’clock.

From “History of the Atlantic Cable and Undersea Communications”

The Patrick Stewart was named after the first Director General of India Telegraphs and to facilitate her
job as a cable layer was fitted with four cable tanks and bow sheaves ,with the cable midway situated
on a forward deck.. She was based at Karachi and would continue in service until her replacement in
1924 and her deletion from Lloyd’s Register.

(Information

The Fifeshire Advertiser”, Saturday May 10th 1879, Page 4

“The steamer Patrick Stewart, going down the river Thames on Sunday morning, collided with a barge
at Charlton Pier, near Woolwich. The barge was completely smashed up. The steamer was uninjured,
and proceeded on her voyage to Bombay. No one was injured. It is supposed the Patrick Stewart ran
off her helm”.

Partrick Stewart was deleted from Lloyd’s Register in 1924
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YARD No.40

“MENTMORE” (Later “ASSIDUITA”)
Official No. 86177
Launched 19" February 1882

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1884/85

Name of ship - Mentmore

Ship’s no. - 86177

International Signal Code - WKGM
Description - Iron screw steamer
Built 1882

Built by - John Key and Sons, Kinghorn
Gross tonnage - 3296

Net tonnage - 2153

Length - 339.6 feet

Breadth - 40.2 feet

Depth - 24 .4 feet

From Lloyds Weekly Shipping Index 17th March 1882, page 7, column 1 - Launches

On the 19th February, a screw steamer was launched from Messrs. J. Key and Son’s shipbuilding yard,
Kinghorn. Arrangements had been made for the launch to take place on Saturday at 2.30, but when all
was ready a telegram from the insurance company was received warning the builders that if the launch
took place then, the wind and sea being most unpropitious, it would not be at the risk of the company.
Accordingly, the launch was arranged to come on Sunday at

3.30pm, and it was accomplished in the most successful manner. She was named the MENTMORE
and will trade from Liverpool. She was thereafter towed by three tugs to Leith, where she will be fitted
out for the American cattle and meat trade. The customary naming ceremony was performed by Miss
Bond, sister of one of the partners. The Mentmore will receive her engines and fittings at Leith.

From List of Registers Opened and Closed - PRO Kew.

May 1882

Steamers Iron Registered - U.K.
Name of ship - Mentmore
Ship’s no. - 86177

Port of registry - Liverpool

Built - Kinghorn, 1882

Gross tonnage - 3405

Net tonnage - 2315

Propulsion - 300 HP screw
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At the time of her launch in 1882 the Mentmore, of 3400 tons and 340 feet long, was the biggest ship
ever built on the Forth and the largest of a fleet of seven steamships built for the New Zealand Johnston
Line.

In 1896 she was purchased by the Zino Line of Italy who renamed her Assiduita. She began her first
Genoa - River Plate voyage on the 20th January 1896 and continued on this same service until 1900
when she was switched to the New Orleans - Italy cotton trade route.

On the 16th November 1900 she caught fire in the North Atlantic and was abandoned the crew being
rescued by the British steamer Lanarkshire

The Fife Free Press, Saturday, February 25th 1882

THE LAUNCII AT KINGHOgN,
Blom hat the quiet town of Kinghorn
PEAMT Ll e wdy PEVDR KD RpERTRLLS B8 §L el vl
aniduy Inst, whe *n Lolweei 16,

poemann mescnitrbs | i the neighlineh
Hetin, 7 ¥ard to witiicmn the lannch
e. 1L wan
originally intended 1o Imunch the vepnel on
Baturday, fiut grave fra'tn mors entartained s
to the anlety oftlnl proo~nling, sain the cournn
of tha farenvon bioth wina Aol tide were docid-
aly nnpropitions for sneh b piirposs ;. but all
filen of ita taking place that dey hiad 1o be abian-
daned when the l!mll-inn recrrved & telegram
from the Tuaurancs Company stating thatif the
Intncl tank plase then [t woald not ba at the
company's rink,
month, would, it s stated, hnve involvod a o
Ly the Menara [ay of L8R 3 bt this sacrifies,
wo arn informed, the fuer wore wiiling 1o
mubimit  to,  The fast, lwwevor, that the
lsunch was to be accomplshed by means
of harges of dynamite piaced in the wedgn
Llocks  along  the  wmden  of  the  keel
furmed an Insuperabile  objeetion to \he
poatpanement, s, it Iy ba imagined,
thean =oulil have Leen renof groat danger
whether leltin their position or sttemptod to
ba remoend, The snnownesinent that the svant
=anto ha postponed natueslly esised prest
diasppointingnt to & largn nomber who had
autieipated viewing the | Several of Lthe
gkl warke had stoppard s
wod the rallway comnpany hnd mads areangs-
menta for the runming rr{ ® epocisl train from
Prntisiand aned Kirkealily. Beveral bundradaof
preuple hindd nanerbdod ad the Jatper atatlon with
s intention of procesding o Kinghorn, hut
frand they ween wmlly disappainted ; aod this
vmbier, wo Lellars, would have been atill fur
ther nugmented. lind uot the Mesam Koy,
immadintely on recniving the telegram  from
tha Toaurance Cumpany, with pisinewarlhy
leration, plavel w notics tu Whis eifect in
the window of the oat (flice, and also in the
ahap windnw of S1r Yule at the enst onil of the
tomn,  Mutwithstambing thin fntination, a
consileraliln propartion of thoss who  had
wrwenibled on the plalfuim were  sither
detatinined to satisfy themaelren an to the truth
of the atatement orta have tha pdeenirn of view.
g tha veenel, which in the largast arer bl on
the Firth of Forth, and an‘--miup‘lr teok out
their  ticketn for Kinglors, the  booking
elark having ninl Lifficulty in mnpplying the
demaml,  On arrivieg st Kinghorn, sll tiade
their wany to the shipbuilliog  yard, whers

T

the large  stanmer  was sbill on the atocke,
Hay vinwail the wemarl foom  ditTerent
pomitions,  Wha femnenns eroml  logan
Fradually o cdinperas,  pine

|]irw:‘.rr:5
while pthern prracende
Wi, whinra n e g

e wmnile
ral

thinir atepa
L thim

Tn mpite of the Menara Koy'a attempte to
ke Uhn matier wn private an possible, news mion
Rt i bl abonhd i weatlien e
abile, the Innneh mwould take place on §

Hhortly after the forenoon  servics
chinrelirn in Hirkealily, anid for  rotne
time  previops,  an mlmost  cantinual

piyeart of poople, peivcipally youung ks, might
Lave been eeen sending theic way inn westnely
| dizeetion,  Hoth rond and raid- for the latter
wan groatly taken sdvantsgs of Ly tha pedes
triane—preesuted su antmelsd appearnsee, anid,
= mey bafuraned, me farome lie vy e
scarcely anything conll bo ween bul a denge
tam of people foeking 1 oon directinn,  The
ehiirches In Hirk AWOVET, Wern

To hara dalayed it for snatber |

An Giant atter Llast of the dynamite was dis-
charged, the apectators were maiin aware that
aetive prepmrations wara heing made for the
Tnunch, whieh took place shortly after three
At Toat whineg iy k.

e
and everything in readivesa, the dogshores
were kuocked away, and the vesarl glided
smicothly off the ways into ike placid wnlern
anidd the clissrs of the devps cromd,  Olie was
christanod the * Mentmore” by Mim Tlond,
nistar of the jupior pariner of Lho Brm. of
Memara Jobin Key & Bone,

ately thareaftor tha vemnal wan taken
threa tuge, and procsedod Lo Leith,
wheto she will receivn ber maehinery, thers
baing no dock om this side of the Firlli enpabile
of nccommodating a vessal of this size.

The following nre her general dimenaings
and  particulaes i—Length,  between  per-
prodicalars, 340 1 brmadth, 40 feat ; depih
of hiold to main deck, 24 fert, and to spar deck,
3L foel ; height in "twesn deckn 7 faet clear;
grosn loonage, 3400 tone ; nett register, abiont
22300 cead weight “mm{-ohr enrgo and coaln,
A0 tonm, or equal to 18,000 qunrtorn
lot grabn,  The holds are sub-divided for enrry-
ing grain in Lolk, and thers are thres decks,
two of them being entlrely of fron on whizh
thers will be ppace for 900 hend of eattle, The
vesnal in fitted with water Lallant tanks to
carey 1000 tone of water, in donbla battam
nndar angines and boilare and in high tanks,
which can be aned wither fur eargoor for ballast
The veesnl in alao fitted with Harflol's stonm
engine windlams, siz atanm winches, Marrinon's
imtont alanm alaering o, mod wll tha Infest
!||m|n-auinl applinvees for Inrge vesseln of thin
clasn.  The engines, which will ba wopplied Ly
the Buildursy ace of thie dusertl sylindee cous
pounl type, harving teo cylindors 30 inckien and
78 inchen In dinmeter reppectively, Loth 0l
inghen abroke, and capalile of indicating 1800
heraeeparer.

Bhortly after tha lnunch, s number of [rienda
whahad been ineited to the platfonm Lo witnane
tha christening, mdjonrmad tothe Arawing office,
whare celie vl wine were served. (1lammen hne-
Ing bern chaigel,

Mr Andrew Koy, senior momber of the G,
toan tn propses M Succean to the Mentmore,”
1o arid 1% wan vory awkward in many waye Lo
hnve the lavuch on & Bandng.  They did not
like to lave their men warking on Lliat day,
but atill they wern compalled to do it aned ha
Yoped they would he azeuned.  Tha vennel had
berw built Lo the order of Memarn Johaston &
U, Liverpool, but none of the members of
that firm wara pressnt. e did not think,
howaver, that it would be right to send awny
the ship without drinking her health, Mr Key

i Hnl:ufllv.
| renpauded Lo,

Ioa cats

hemg rogul

then ealled upan thoss prement Lo drink miccers
ta the vessel, and exprosaed the hape that alia |
woulil be noae 1hin worss of Leing Danuehed on |
The toaat having duly
Mre Kery next said that althaugh
it wam not a duy for making toasts, they could
nob eeparate without propoaing the heafth of
Bl iwn ‘lnnd. who bad no kindly cenpented tn
cuma el christen tha wsasnl,  1ls thonght it
conld not hiava been meore gracelully deonn.

Mr Bond, on behall of hin sinter, replied,
thanking the company for the kind way in
which they bad senpundwd,  Deing her fient
appearatce o public at s Wunch—and 1hat un
a Hunday—ahe had naturally boaon somawlhat
nervans, aml wan heartily plad that all Ll
pone ofl se succemfully,  She alvo desirad him
to thank her many friende for the kindoess amid
hapitatity they had shown har dusing hevatey
in Beathand,

Mr Hliephernd, Toanend C'\lﬂ"_. il that
lthivagh Me Koy had anidd thiat it was nobl o
day for making epecches, atill he ecould oot

i lrom maying Lhat the firm bal taken n

thny desnrvad credit for what
they had done, 1L was » wnl_{r ol necemity
andd B waw sure every tight thivking wwan and
woman in Heotlind  would aympathisa with
them. The vy urwe of the ship, Mentuioer,
man sugpentive, Perhagan thia wan the fite

Inunch that bagl taken plece ln Beotlhd 'on m
finaday-—at lodat it win fhe fret lo Fifs—
and thisy did ool know mhat might take place
| 20 yoars henes. Ila thaught that tha ten

theunand people whe had comna to witness the

Innnch teatifid that they condoled with the

Meanrn ey in their action,

Br Fay statedd that if it had not Teen nlino-
Intaly necenmary the launch would not liave
takan place, hey Wad the dyusmite nnder
the ahip, sed it wonll have bren extremely
dngeroun sither to have alluwed it to remnin
or to bare attompted to tomove it The next
fortnight's tide would hava heen unwiitable,
anid hind thiey delaynd it foe suothier month,
Inrge number of ‘workmen woull hare Liran
thrown idle, which meant & great’ low Lo the
Lown, )

The eampany then adjoorned,

In Kinglinrn and Hurnbisland several of the
chirclies weee, we wra informod, slmost oom-
pletely desertod s imleed, if repatt in eoreact,
only cight persoun wers praseut at the Farish
thurch of Kinghora ! ‘Tha Frea and 111
Uhuealie= hnmnwnr, hatter  attendod
Agpin, #o great wan the pressurs of viitern kuth
In Kinghorn and  orntisland  that many
progisioi-goslem wern beajeged) and wlillged v
aell out—nue pricen tnking. 1L wan ueal
morning befora many of the visitors had found
thelr way ta thelr renprativn honien,

Captabn Mitchis, af Trind fame, hall the
poat  of  honotsry  commander  of  the
Mentmore on ier “maiden * woyaga beteasn
RKinghorn snd  Loitly amd pa elis = not
only tha largest vossal which han hoon 1n'nm-!|m|
on the Farth, bt the largeat coaft whieh line
evee vutered Uha port af Loith, the weather.
Leaten old malt han Leen very  henmtily
ermgratniated by hin tellew-townmmes~taud-
Tubibiors and aca-kings an well—on tha puceerafnl
seeomplishnient of lis task,

ey
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The Fife Free Press, Saturday, September 9th 1882, Page 2, Col E

THE 8.8, MENTMORE.
;xus YESSEL AT BALTIMORE,

e

The Baltimore Day, of the 26th ult, thus
refers to the opening of the new line of freight
steam ships to Liverpool of which line the
Mentmore, recently built at Kinghoro, is one,
viz, :—The question of Baltimore’s competition
with other ports in the shipment of cattle to
Europe has been finally solved by Mr John W,
Garrett, and this afternoen, at 2 o'clack, that
gent'eman took the directors of the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad Company and a large pum-
ber of iuvited guests on aspeciul train to Loeuat
Point to se what he has accomplished- in- this
direction:s =The vbjedtive pdint of the visit was

"Pier 31, near Elevator B, Locust Poiot, where
two of the largest, and it can be"said’ with
trath, so far as the writer’s knowledge is coo-
cerned, the most magnificent freight ateamships
that_ever came to this port are lying. They are

which accompanied Mr Garrett, numbering in
all ever filty persons, visited the latter first, and
were received by Capt. Thomas Amlot and
shown over the vessel, Her construction and
facilities were matters of the greatest surprise,
and her immense size was the subject of com-
ment, She isone of three iron steawship, owned
jointly by the Baltimore and Ohio Company
and the William Johnson kteamship Company
of Liverpool, all designed specially and solely
for the transportation of cattle across the ocean.
The third vessel of {the line js the Orraumore,
but she’is not yet here, and is not expected be-
fore next week, The Nessmore and the Ment-
more hoth arrivad 4ast Thiraday weok. They
were built last full and winter epecially for the
purposes to which they are to be devoted, and
the Mentmore was launched at Kinghorn,
Scotland, 'last February, Her builders are
John Key & Sons, |Kirkealdy, Saotland, The
Nessmore 'was built in Barrow-on: Furness, and
came to Baltimore from that port. All three

ity, cost, and everything, and a description of
one will suffiew for all, ?

the Nessmore and the Mentmore, and the party

of the steamships are identical as to.size, capac--

As described and shown to Mr Garrett and
hia party by Captain Amlot, the Mentmore is
built eutircly of irom, with seven meparate
watertight compartments, and her size can be
judged of when it is stated that her length is
370 feet over all, and 340 feet between per-
pendiculars. She carries a picked crew of forty-
one English sbleseamen, and has three separate
decks, The maindeck can accommodate 1,000
head of cattle, and the superiority of the veasels
over any other ever built cxists in their vontila-
tion. There are twenty-four ventilators, which
run up and tower above the top deck, their red |
paionted funnels making a brilliant picture,
while port-holes line the sidea at apaces of fifteen
feet. The two lower decks nre completely of
iron, and the top deck is-different only in that
the .iron is covered with a coating of plank,
Immense doors are on either side of the ship
for the admission of cattle, and troughs and
stalls are fixed statienery, and with as much
safety aa thongh they were in a stable. There -
is a condenser for making fresh water, with a
capacity of 8,000 gallons a day, and in this
espect the ship is unsurpnssed. Y

Captain Amlot gave a Dy reporter some of
the condensed water to drink, and it was, fresh
and far more sweeter and more palatable than

_Baltimore’s hydrant water, There are facilities

for connecting the pipes with the condgnsers
and pouring the water directly in the troughs,
The depth of the vessel iz 31 feet to the lowest
deck and 24 feet 6 inches to the second deck.
The ship has & donkey engine for running the
machinery for hoisting, &e., in’' addition to the
one used to propel her, Both are mammoth
machines, and have & combined power equal to
1,800 horae. The cylinders sre 38176 inches
respectively, and 90 pounds pressure ia used,
with a 4} feet stroke. The machine depart-
ment is presided over by William Inglis, chief
engineer, and the net work of iren eomprised
in the boilers and engives is immense. Tn
addition to all this there is a saloon with ac-
commodation for twenty-five passemgers, It
ia golid and eostly in construction, the fiaishings
being of satin-and cak wood. —Theship-is 4,000 |-
tora hnrthen and 2,220 tons register, and as a
specimen of marine architecture is the most
beautiful ever seen in this port.

Extra information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Assiduita

Former name - Mentmore

Description - Iron screw steamer - schooner - two iron decks and an awning deck
Built - 1882 - Completed February of that year.

Dimensions as above

Gross tonnage - 3405

Net tonnage - 2138

Port of registry - Savona

Flag - Italian

Owner - G.Zino fu Dco.

Master - F. Degrossi. - Entered into service with present owner in 1896
Appointed to the Assiduita in 1897

From “The Times” 28th November 1900 Page 7, Col A under the heading “Disasters at Sea”
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—The Glusgow bnr 6 Lannrkshire from Yquique, with
Itrate, Janded ot Falmouth Eﬂwdﬁy afterncon Ceptain
Emo end 37 of tha craw of talion steamer uita,
2,000 tons register, which, whils on & voysgo from Now
Orleans for Genoa with cotton, was discovered to boon
firo. Efforts were msdo to ext&ngtlsh the fire, but In
vain, and oventusally it was decided abandon the vessel.
Mo of the crew been ed, and theso wero
the first to be got on baur& the Lsun:kahi:z Ehn tho
pteamer was last sqen volumoq of gmokds Rt b flames, |
msco nourfog from hor eides.t” |

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index 12th Jan 1900

Page 2, Column 2

Casualties Assiduita (s) - Buenos Ayres, December 2nd - Italian steamer Assuidita, from San Nicolas
for B.A., to load, is aground off Martin Garcia.

From Fife Free Press 25" March 1983
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YARD No.41
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YARD No.42

“RANELAGH”
Official No. 84930
Launched 18" December 1881
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From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship — Ranelagh

Number — 84930

International code — WFQP

Description — Iron screw steamer — schooner — one deck and an awning deck
Built — 1881

Built by John Key and Sons, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage — 836

Net tonnage — 533

Length — 203.8 feet

Breadth — 29.1 feet

Depth — 12.1 feet

Engines — Compound 2 cylinder

Engines built by — John Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy

Port of registry — Sydney, N.S.W.

Flag — British

Owner — The Australian United Steam Navigation Co. (Lim)
Master — L. Tindal — Appointed to the Ranelagh 1893

From List of Ship’s Registered Opened and Closed. PRO Ref. Bks. 387.2 GRR.

January 1882

Steamers, Iron, Registered.
Ship’s name — Ranelagh
Ship’s no. — 84930

Port of Registry — Leith
Built — Kinghorn, Fife 1881
Propulsion — 160H.P. screw.

A Fatal Accident on the Ranelagh

A gravestone in the Rookwood Cemetery, Auburn, Sydney, Australia records that John Barnet was
accidentally killed on the S.S. Ranelagh on the 1% May 1882 aged 47 years. As well as the normal
death and funeral notices the Sydney Morning Herald of the next day carried the following account of
the accident:-

“A fatal accident occurred at 10 o’clock yesterday morning to a wharf labourer, named John Barnett,
whilst at work unloading near the fore-hatch, on board the Ranelagh, lying at the A.S.M. Company’s
wharf, Circular Quay. He was making the staging fast when the part on which he was leaning canted
over, and he fell down the hold, a distance of 20 feet, striking his back on a crossbeam. He was
immediately brought to the deck and examined by Dr. Ewen, who pronounced life to be extinct. The
body was conveyed to the deadhouse, Circular Quay, where it awaits an inquest. The unfortunate man
is about 56 years of age, married and leaves a wife and nine children.”

An inquest was duly held and came to the following conclusions:-

Name of deceased — Barnett, John

Age — about 50 years

Where born — Dundee, Scotland

Locality where death occurred — On board the S.S Ranelagh, lying at the A.S.N.Company’s Wharf,
Sydney.

Verdict of cause of death — Effects of injuries accidentally received on board the steamship Ranelagh.

From The “Sydney Morning Herald”, Tuesday 20" May 1884, page 6, column 1.

The entry regarding the Ranelagh comes under the heading “Imports” , May 19" and gives an example
of the sort of cargo carried by the vessel. The ship had sailed from Brisbane and brought to Sydney the
following:-

640 bags of sugar, 10 bags oysters, 1 box gold (540 oz 3 dwt), 1parcel gold (280z 15 dwt), 156 bales
wool, 4 cases meats, 5 bales skins, 140 bags pith, 49 bags tin ore, 4 casks tallow, 104 hides, and
sundries.

154



Source - “Australian Shipwrecks, Volume 3, 1871 — 1900” by Jack Loney.

On 13" July 1888 the Ranelagh collided with the schooner Spunkie off Cape Moreton, Queensland,
Australia. The Spunkie sank as a result of the accident.

(Info from the Australian National shipwreck Database)
The Sinking of the Ranelagh

On 1 November 1898 the Ranelagh , of the Australian Steam Navigation Co., Ltd., was lost at Burnett
Heads whilst en route from Bundaberg to Rockhampton. It is not known whether there was any loss of
life. The master at the time of the accident was J.J.Fawcet. There is a possibility that she may have
been refloated.

155



YARD No.43

“GLANWORTH”
Official No. 83698
Launched 6™ April 1882
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Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1884/85

Name of ship — Glanworth

Ship’s No. — 83698

International Signal Code — QMTW

Description — Iron screw steamer — one deck and an awning deck .
Built - 1882. Completed in April of that year.
Built by — J. Key and Sons, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage — 833

Net tonnage — 556

Length — 211.2ft.

Breadth — 29.1ft.

Depth — 12.11t.

Engines — Compound 2 cylinder.

Owners — Australasian S. Navigation Company
Port of Registry — Sydney

Master W. Sinclair

From Lloyd’s Weekly Register 21 April 1882

Launch

On the 6" April there was launched from the shipbuilding yard of Messrs John Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy
(Kinghorn) , a screw steamer of 850 tons gross, built to order of the Australian Steam Navigation
Company, Sydney (NSW). The following are her dimensions:

Length — 210 ft.

Breadth — 29 ft.

Depth of hold to main deck — 12 ft.

Depth of hold to awning deck — 19 ft.

The vessel has been built under special survey, and is classed A1 at Lloyd’s. She is fitted up with all the
latest improvements for the passenger trade in the colonies, having accommodation in the saloon aft
for 50 first class passengers and seventy-five second class forward. This steamer is a sister ship to the
Ranelagh (steamer) launched in December last from the same yard. On leaving the yard she was
named the Glanworth by Captain Tronton, manager of the Australian Company. The vessel was
immediately towed into the harbour, where she will be supplied by the builders with engines of 160 NHP
of the latest construction, having cylinders 30in and 60in diameter resp., with 20in stroke.

From List of Ships Registers Opened and Closed. PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR.

November 1882

Colonial — Steamers, Iron, Registered.
Name of ship — Glanworth

Ship’s no. — 83698

Port of Registry — Sydney. N.S.W.
Built — Kinghorn 1882

Gross tonnage — 877

Net tonnage — 558

H.P. 160 screw.
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Advertiser from the “Brisbane Courier”’, Wednesday 19" December 1883.
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Dirze -Rawomba Friday, | pm.
MEraorpyy f;r, of Mel-This Day, 11 =
| S| G v 38
| passemgers -
oot oanahlprent
atSydoey.
Plga  (Foe Oty u! Ak
Sydoey) ... Il a¥.
ANFT ALY

lIpur Mn riT‘JL‘I Hay, 1! am
H (=431} argo for
i Llpment- at

Lovrxs ann! Af e thereme

A hont 26th brstant

IAbout Bh lontant
[Thusadar, 3 pan.
Saturday, I p.on
‘Tharaday. 3 pon.
1 'Hatorday, 3 pm,
Thorday, 3 pam

Bapurdar, Jpm.
Dl|:—,JArr.—
Bar) I entunrth Matoy ey, 230 AmL
Maicar (Frat! ».: »
TARJ 10 IS gt Sampiay 43 gm
I._b,c:r |Yarsila !I*m-s._ay Ipnm.

fhrday, 9 1 .
x-r..ﬂfﬁ.?f:,’. hem
1} hersiay, 3 pm

- 1
s I"-!“ ealvarth l-:ulqnhv 9.0 am.

L.}

| mml’r‘ﬂl"btfu_-nl_!'np:j‘_r_ 0 and Pas

| memgerw for [huogrsoss, Curdwell, sod Johostooe
Piver will ba tracshipped at Towuarille.

h,_--n_Fg FPawerres ace oictnatled and mmppll=d

with bt dirg
WM. WILLIAMS
Lowal Manager.

Source “Australian Shipwrecks, Volume 3, 1871-1900” by Jack Loney.
Glanworth Goes to the Rescue

In October 1884 the ketch Susan Francis had arrived with a cargo of 6000 feet of timber at the mouth of
the Brisbane River, Queensland, Australia and was close to Fisherman’s Island when she was
swamped unexpectedly and sank. Luckily the Glanworth was sailing in the area and found the crew
clinging to the tip of the masthead.

Just under two years later, in early August 1886, Glanworth again came to the rescue this time to the
barque Bengal, in ballast from Townsville, Queensland to Sydney. She had run aground on the Great
Barrier Reef off Hook Island at the north end of Whitsunday Passage and stove in her bottom. The
captain and crew abandoned ship and managed to reach the Dent Island Lighthouse where they were
picked up by the Glanworth and taken on to Brisbane. As a result of the accident the master of the
Bengal, Captain A. Oyston, was found guilty of careless navigation in dangerous waters and lost his
certificate for three months. The mate was also found partly to blame by neglecting orders given to him
by Captain Oyston. He was suspended for six months.
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Mariners and ships in Australian Waters

GLANWORTH

OF SYDNEY, F.G.LEE MASTER, BURTHEN 877 TONS

FROM THE PORT OF ROCKHAMPTON TO SYDNEY,NEW SOUTH WALES 16TH MARCH 1885

Surname Given name Station Age Of what Status
Mation
LEE FRANCIS G. CAPTAIN CREW
USHER J 1 MATE 34 BRITISH CREW
WILLIAMS L 2ND MATE 25  BRITISH CREW
HAMMAN CF 3RD MATE 33 BRITISH CREW
CLARK ] BOATSWAIN 26  BRITISH CREW
FARROW 3 A. B. 39 BRITISH CREW
DOYLE ] A. B, 23 BRITISH CREW
ANDERSON A A. B. 28 SWEDEN CREW
MCKINNON A A. B. 21 BRITISH CREW
HARPUR L A. B. 38 BRITISH CREW
SOMERN CF AL B. 23 NORWAY CREW
HIGHAM H A. B. 32 BRITISH CREW
CASTALLEAU H A. B, 25 SWEDEN CREW
LINDSAY T LAMF TRIMMER 20 BRITISH CREW
STEWART i 1 ENGINEER 29 BRITISH CREW
NISBET b i 2 ENGINEER 44 BRITISH CREW
GRANT 3 3 ENGINEER 24 BRITISH CREW
BROWN D FIREMAN 22 BRITISH CREW
BARNS 2 FIREMAN 34 BRITISH CREW
PARKES T FIREMAN 39 BRITISH CREW
ROBERTSON H FIREMAN 21 BRITISH CREW
GRAVETT ] FIREMAN 30 BRITISH CREW
SINCLAIR. H FIREMAN 30 BRITISH CREW
STOCK ] TRIMMER 19 BRITISH CREW
MORRISON A TRIMMER 20 BRITISH CREW
PIMBURTON Cc TRIMMER 14 BRITISH CREW
MCLEOD A TRIMMER 21  BRITISH CREW
NAUBOLD ] 1 STEWARD 24 BRITISH CREW
PIVETT ] 2 STEWARD 26 BRITISH CREW
NIELD AE 3 STEWARD 22 BRITISH CREW
RYNOLDS w PANTRYMAN 25 BRITISH CREW
BARNES A OFFICERS STEWARD 19 BRITISH CREW
LAMPMAN R FORE CABIN 40 BRITISH CREW
STEWARD
MILLS A 1 COCK 47 NS AMERICA CREW
wooD A 2 COOK 23 BRITISH CREW
WALSH F 3 COOK 21 BRITISH CREW
1ZZARD I STEWARDESS 48 NOVA SCOTIA CREW
ARCHIBALD H BED ROOM STEWARD 23 BRITISH CREW

Comments
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Marine Board enquiry at Brisbane, Australia, 2™ July 1889 re incident to “Glanworth” 23" June
1889 Toombul Wharf, Brisbane River

(No. 3848.)
*“GLANWORTH” (8.8.)

Rerorr and Decision of the Marine Board of Queens-
land, on the circumstances sttending the accident
to the 8.8. ““ Guaxworrs,” throngh running into
the Toombul Wharf, Brisbane River, on the 23rd
June 1889.

The Board having heard the evidence of the master,
first and second mates, third engineer, snd boatswain,
find that the * Glanworth,” a screw steamer of 877 tone

oss, official No. 83,695, belonging to the A.U.B.N.

0y., John Jacob Fawcett, master, left the Company’s
Eagle Street wharf at 5 minutes past midnight on the
morning of the 23rd June, on a voyage to S y. The
night was very dark, but clear, and the tide was at the
last quarter’s ebb. By the engine-room log the engines
were going full river speed (about 8 knots) for nineteen
minutes until within nine or ten minutes of the collision,
five minutes of which she was it;i_ng half speed and the
remainder slow, the engines being reversed about a
?]l:arter of a minute before the collision. After passing

e Balimba Ferry, the master, who was on the upper
bridge, was, from the dark reflections of the hills npon
the water, nnable to make out the banks of the river
ahead or on either hand. The white board showing the
speed at which steamers are to travel, and which sfands
on the point at Newstead, was the first object the
master canght sight of, two points before the beam;
the helm wes then gut hard-a-port, to cont the veasel
as quickly as possible, but she struck the Toombnl
whart, her stem cutting throngh several stringers and
&oinE other damage, and also ripping up two plates and
b ing seven frames on the starb bow of her top-
gallant forecastle. After clearing the wharf afld going
a short way down the river, the injury received was
found to be so seripus that she returned to vown for
repairs.

During the winter months, the leaving the wharf at
midnight is not, in the opinion of the Board, condreive
to the safe navigation of vessels in the river, when fogs
are prevslent, and when with a clear atmosphere and
dew falling, the reflections of the trees and high land
upon the surface of the water are most deceptive. At
the spme time as the banks of the river on either side
and ahead conld not be mads ont, the Board are of
opinion that greater precaution should have been taken
by the master when approaching Bulimbs Point, and if
necessary the vessel shonld have been anchored. The
Bourd therefors censure Captain Fawcett accordingly.

A coloured light exhibited st the Toombul wharf
would probubly prevent a repetition of snch an accident.

(Signed) G. T. Hearn,
Commander R.N.,
Chairman.
Marine Board Office,
Brisbaue, 2ud July 1860
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Advertisement from “The Brisbane Courier” Tuesday 1" February 1896, page 8

MONDAY, 17h FEBRUARY.
8.8 GLANWORTH.

B. GANNON has recelved iIn-

® structions from %the AU.8.N.

ompany, Limited, to sesll by public

auction, at hizs Columhbia Mart, Albert-

Bireet, on MONDAY, 17th Febraary, at
o'elock sham,

The Iron Berew Steamer GILAN-

« @8 #he lirs on Betlflerment
Point, n Gladstome,

The particulars of the Veass! are as
Foliows ;—Built April, 3882, at Kinghomn,
Kirkoaldy, by J. Key & Co.  Length,
FI1rL %in.; breadth, 29rt. 1in.; depth, 12ft,
In. Tonnage—Grosa register, 817 1 net
reglater, B5%.  Engines—Compound, two
eylnders. 30in. and 60in.; langth of
sitrolee, 80in.; horsepower, 160,
Termp=Canh.

P

(Info from the Australian National shipwreck Database)
The Sinking of the Glanworth

On the January 26™ 1896 the Glanworth, while entering the North Channel, struck rocks about 800 feet
off Settlement Point near Gatcombe Head, Queensland, Australia. All of the passengers and crew,
including her master, Captain W. Knight, were landed safely on Gatcombe Head. At the time of the
accident the Glanworth was en route from Brisbane to Glasgow.

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index

6 Mar 1896, Page 2

Casualties

Glanworth (s) — Vancouver, BC February 27" — advices received here from Australia report the total
loss of the iron steam ship Glanworth, of Sydney, the property of the Australian United Steam
Navigation Co. (Itd). The vessel was driven on a reef off the coast of Queensland, in the great storm of
January 26" last. The crew were saved.
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YARD No.44

“GLENMORE” (Later “DEMETRIOS INGLESSIS”)
Official No. 86267
Launched 14™ October 1882

The Fife Free Press 21 October 1882 P2, Col.D

S, RATURDAY, OCTSRER 21, 1882

[HE FIFF FREE PRES

i . .LAUNCH OF THE GLENMORE. !

We ohserved in these columns a few weeks :ng :

that, pach “activity prevailed at Abden Ship-
buildiny Yard. That, we are happy to state,-is
still behig kept up, and the yard promises to be
in h}ﬁ.,];may’ a state for many a day to come,
The fdct of the enterprising firm of Messrs John
Key & Sons obtaining-so ma.n'{ orders for the con-
striiction of large vessels of a high-class character
necessitated the extension of their premises
recently in order to the more successful and
speedy fulfilment of their contracts. Simul-
taneously with the extension of their works, a
large staff of additional workmen had to be em-
ployed.  Six vessels are at present in course of
preparation for sea. The fivst of these—a hand-
some serew-steamer—was launched on Saturday
last in presence of a considerable number of
spectators. The vessel, which is made of steel
supplied by the Steel Comllmny of Scotland, has
been constructed to the order of Mesars William
Johnston & Co., Liverpool-—the same owners as
those ‘of the magnificent steamer Mentmore—and
will be employed in the Danube and Black Sea
rain trade. The following are her general
imensions :— Length between perpendiculars,
265 feet ; breadth, 37 feet ; depth of hold, 18 feet
11 inohes, The gross tonnage is about 1820, and
the veasel will carry 2500 tons dead weight cargo
on a mean draught of 17 feet 3 inches. She is
built with full forecastle, large enclosed liridge,
and a quarter-deck, The engines, which will be
%Bémd by the builders from their works at
Whitebank, Kirkealdy, are of 160 horse-power
‘néminal, and will indicate about 1000 horse-power.,
The cylinders are 30 inches and 60 inches in
diameter respectively, with a stroke of 3 feet
3 inches, n leaving the ways the ship was
%ra,cefuﬂy christened the *Glenmore” by Miss
ey. The vessel, as well as her sister ship the
Heathmore, which will be launched from the
same yard in six weeks or two months hence, has
been conmstructed under the superintendence of
Captain J, Johnston, the shipwright superintend-
‘ent of the owners ; while the engines and boilers
have been built under the supervision of Mr
Esplen, the superintending engineer. ' Although
the sea was somewhat rough, the launch was a
highly successful one, and as the vessel glided
into the water a loud clieer was raised by the
gpectators:  She was towed into Kirkecaldy
arbour, where, we understand, she will be fitted
out for sea with all expedition ; and it is expected
_that she will be ready to leave the harbour when
her sister ship is launched.

_that had ‘yet been built by them.

Shortly atter the launch a nimber of ladies and
gentlemen adjourned to the drawing-office, wheve
several toasts were proposed and vesponded to.

Mr Andrew Key said they had now seut out a
considerable number of vessels from their yard,
but the launch of the Glenmore had been as sue-
cessful as any that had yet taken place at Abden.
He hoped the ship wonld prove as good as any
No doubt,
under the hands of Captain Johnston, it would
turn ont well. The Company which the Captain
represented had a large number of ships, and it
wiis to be hoped that the Glemmore would be as
successful as any of them., He had much
pleasure in proposing ‘‘ Success to the Glenmore,”
coupled with the name of Captain Johnston,

Captain Johnston, in replying to the toast,
said if the ship which had just been placed upon
the water gave as much satisfaction as the Ment-
more his Company would have no reason to
complain. ~ He earnestly trusted that she would
give every satisfaction to all concerned.

Mr Esplen felt it a pleasant duty to support
Captain Johnston in his good wishes. Having
had the opportunity of being present at the con-
struction 0? the Glenmore, it was but his duty
to say that she was well built. He had had a
considerable amount of experience among ships,
such as those built for the Cunard and other
‘lines, and he had to refer to defects in these ships,
even although they were considered to be the
best, He had always been dealt with by the

| Messrs Key with the utmost fairness and courtesy;
.and he had every confidence in the work which

they performed, especially when he saw the vessel

twhich had just been launched.

My Bond next proposed the * Health of Miss
Key," the lady who launched the vessel. She
had launched several ships before, and in what-
ever manner she then performed it, she had
certainly performed this ceremony in the most
graceful and perfect manner.

Captain Johnston afterwards gave the ““Healthy
of Mr M‘Clintock.” He had carried out his part
of the work with success, leaving nothing to be
desired.

Mr Andrew Key remarked that My M Clintock
had always been very successful in his
launches. Alt}mu%h he believed it was the
roughest sea into which they had yet launched a

| vessel, the work lhad been carried out as well as

on any other oceasion..
The company thereafter adjonrned.
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From “The Times” 11 February, 1886. Page 11, Col. F.

Collision in the Mersey

The iron steamer “Flamingo”, Captain Hannigan, belonging to the Cork Steamship Company, was sunk
in the Mersey early yesterday morning about 100 yards off the Canada Dock, during a mist. The screw
steamer “Glenmore”, belonging to Mr. G. W. Johnson, ourward bound for Salonica, was leaving the
Wellington Dock when she came into collision with the “Flamingo”, which was inward bound from
Antwerp. The “Flamingo” was struck on the starboard quarter and sank almost immediately. The crew
were saved, with the exception of the second engineer, Richard Jones, of whom nothing has been
heard. The “Flamingo’s” masts are visable above the water, and there is every prospect of raising her.
Peter Barrett, a mate of the “Flamingo”, says he was standing on the deck with the second engineer
just before the vessel went down, and they both jumped off at the same time. Barrett is a good swimmer
and soon reached a small boat. He was the last to see anything of Jones, who was a young man 27
years of age. The “Flamingo” has on board , part of the late International Exhibition building at Antwerp
intended to be erected as a portion of the Shipping Exhibition at Liverpool.

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship — Glenmore

Ship’s number — 86267

International signal code — WHBF

Description — Steel screw steamer — one iron deck and two tiers of beams
Built — 1882 — Completed in October of that year

Gross tonnage — 1863

Net tonnage — 1216

Length — 265 feet

Breadth — 37.1 feet

Depth — 18.7 feet

Engines built by — J. Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy

Port of registry — Liverpool

Flag — British

Owner — SS Glenmore (Lim) (W. Johnston & Co Lim.)
Master — H. Dickenson — First appointed to Glenmore 1894

From list of ship registers opened and closed 1874-1883 — PRO ref. Bks 387.2 GRR

December 1882

U.K. Steamers Registered
Name of ship — Glenmore
Ship’s no. — 86267
Material built of — Steel
Port of registry — Liverpool
Built Kinghorn 1882

Net tonnage — 1216
Gross tonnage — 1863
160 HP, screw.

In 1898 the Glenmore was sold to Donald and Tayler of Glasgow.

From the quinquennial list of ships registered in 1905 (Scotland) P.R.O Ref. BT 163/2

This is a list of the no. and tonnage of the vessels appearing on the night of the 31° December
1905, on the register of vessels kept at ports in Scotland in accordance with the Merchant
Shipping Acts.

Port — Glasgow

Ship’s name — Glenmore
Year of registry — 1897
Port no. — 84

Ship’s no. — 86267
Steam ship
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Gross tonnage — 1656
Net tonnage — 1053

From vessels reported in 1914 as having been wrecked, sold foreign or broken up. PRO ref.
BT165/55.

Name of ship — Glenmore
Ship’s no. — 86267
Propulsion — Steam

Net tonnage — 1053

Sold Admiralty

Lost 12" December 1914

From Lloyd’s War Losses 1914-1918

12 Dec 1914

Demetrios Inglessis

Flag — Greek

Gross tonnage — 2088

Sunk by submarine whilst en route from Rosario for Hull carrying maize.
Position — 48.12 north 53.2 west
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YARD No.45

“HEATHMORE”
Official No. 86293
Launched 20™ January 1883

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/96

Name of ship — Heathmore

Ship’s number — 86293

Built — 1883 — Completed in February of that year
Built by — J. Key and Sons, Kinghorn

Description — One deck and two tiers of beams

Gross tonnage — 1864

Net tonnage — 1218

Length — 265.2 feet

Breadth — 37.1 feet

Depth — 18.7 feet

Engines — Compound 2 cylinder. 160 H.P.

Engines built by J. Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy

Port of registry — Liverpool

Flag — British

Owner — SS Heathmore (Lim) (W Johnston & Co. Ltd.)
Master — A. Moar — First appointed to the Heathmore in 1992
Built for special survey

Last survey September 1894

Extra information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1884/85

Description — 160 HP steel screw steamer
International signal code — HJISQ

No. of bulkheads — 6

Master 1884/85 — Captain Honemman

From “Fife Free Press”, Saturday 24" February 1883
Launch at Kinghorn

On Tuesday another large steamer, built to the order of Messrs Johnston & Co., Liverpool, the owners
of the Mentmore and Glenmore, was launched from Messrs Key & Sons’ shipbuilding yard at Abden.
The vessel, which was, on leaving the ways, christened the Heathmore by Mrs Andrew Key, is built of
steel, and will carry 2500 tons dead-weight cargo on a mean draught of 17ft 3 inches. The engines,
which will be supplied by the builders from their works at Whitebank, are 160 horsepower nominal, and
will indicate about 1000 horse-power. In dimensions, build, rig, etc, the vessel is a sister-ship to the
Glenmore. Immediately after the launch the vessel was taken in tow by two tugs and brought round to
Kirkcaldy harbour, where she is now being fitted out for sea.

From List of Registers Opened and Closed — PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR

March 1883

U.K. Steamers Registered.
Name of ship — Heathmore
Ship’s no. — 86293
Material built of — Steel
Port of Registry — Liverpool
Built — Kinghorn, 1883
Gross tonnage — 1864

Net tonnage — 1218

HP 160, screw.
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From “Fife Free Press”, Saturday 25" August 1883

The S.S Heathmore — We understand that the Johnston Line Steamer S.S.Heathmore of Liverpool has
arrived at Gibraltar, August 16", from the Danube, being 5 days overdue, she having lost three blades
of her propeller in the Dardenelles. A survey has been held, and the vessel has been ordered home,
accompanied by the S.S. Incemore of the same line, to be in readiness in case of any accident.

Report on stranding of “Heathmore” off Anglesea 8" August 1891

(No. 4356.)
« HEATHMORE " (S.8.)
The Merchant Shipping Acts, 1854 to 1887.

Ir the matter of o formal Investigation held ot St
Georgo's Hall, Liverpool, on the 2lst, 22nd, and
24th doys of August 1891, beforo Joun KinNeHORN,
“Esquire, Deputy Stipendiary Magi isted
by Captain Davies ond Coptain Brooks, Nautical
Assessors, into the circumstances sttending the
stranding of the British steamship ** Heatnuone,"”
of Liverpool, on or near Harry F g Reef,

distnnt from tho Tiar Lightship, wosn quarter of a mile
ofl to tho south. Tast tho North Wost Lightship the
conrso was sltered to N. by N. } N. northorly mng-
notic, nnd that conrso was kept till abeam of Point Liynoa,
st which time thero was o fresh gale from W.B.W.
with a heavy sco ond rain ot intervals. At 9 p.m., the
master, who, with the sccond officer, wos on tho bridge,
sighted Point Lynss Light aboam, about 4 miles off, and
bearing S.by W. 4 W.,but it was only visible a short time.
At 9 p.m. she was kept to W.N.W. by the pole compass

(W. by N. & N. magnetic), sod at 10.15 p.m., the
master and second officer, who were still on the
bridge, saw o flash light, two or three flushes, thongh

" getting only & glimpse they did not count them, and it

was not reported by the look-out, bearing to the S.W,,
which the moster said he Lhuuﬁht was the Skerries,
thot being sn intermittent light of three flashes &

off Cemlyn Point, Angleasa, on or sbout the 8th
Augnsv 1801,

Report of Jourt.

The Court, baving corefully inguired into the cir-
comstances attending the above-mentioned shipping
casunlty, finde, for the reasons stated in the annex
hereto, that the ' Heatbmore " was stranded in conge-
quence of s error of judgment on the part of the
master in over-estimating hie distance from Point Lynaa,
and by haviog wmistaken some light for the Skerries,
hnulns the ehip to the southward too soon. The Court
does not deal with the master's certificate.

Dated this 25th day of Angust 1801.

, ond ebould, the masteralleged, hove been then
in sight on & 8.W, bearing. No slteration of the
course was then made, nor were the charts consulted.
At 10.30 p.m. the pateut log (Walker’a Cherub Log)

‘rogistered 43 miles from the N.W. Lightship. Her

conrse waa then altered a little to W. § 8., snd then to
W.E.W. (magnetio) (the moster baving been to the
chart-room before uniarinsg this alteration) till 11 p.m.,
when it wae sltered to 8.W. by W. (B.W. 3 W. mag-
netic), ond that course was kept till 11.19 p.m., when
the look-out reported land ahead. The master, who
was on the bridge, but had not seen the land, at once
gove the order "i:nni-l.—porn," snd at the same time
pulled the engine-room telegraph handle, giving the
order * stop” and *full speed sstern;” bat while
these orders wers being carried ont, and within 2 or
3 minutes after land was reported, she took the gronnd
on the Harry Furlong Reef, off Cemlyn Point, Aoglesea,
the beacon besring N.E., s cable’s length {rom the ship,
which had come round rome points and wus heading
W. 2 N. They went full speed astern for sbout

(Signed)  Jomx Emvomomy, Judge.
We concar in the above report.
(Signed) Taoxas Davies, } A
Epwazp Brooks, fia2

Annex o the Repord.

This Inguiry wos held at St. George's Hall, Liver-
pool on the 21st, 22nd, and 24th days of August 1891,
whon Mr. Poston appeared for the Board of Trads,
NMr. Norman Hill for the master, and Mr. Walter
Buteson on behalf of the owners of the vessel.

The * Henthmore"” (official number B6,293) is =
British steel, screw stenmship, buailt at Kinghorn, in
the county of Fife, by Messrs, John Key & Sons, of
Kirkealdy, in 1883, and registored st the port of
Liverpool ; her gross tonnage being 1,863:97 tons, and
her registered toooege 1,218:01 tons. Her exireme
length wea 265°2 ft., her main brendth 37°1 ft., and her
depth of heold amidships 187 ft. She was schooner-
rigged, nnd was fitted with {wo compound inverted
direet-acting engines of 160 horse-power (combined),
?:Baac:l;o by Messre. John Key & Sops, of Kirkesldy, in
* Heatbmore ' Company, Limited,” Mr. William Johna-
ton, of 21, Water Street, Liverpool, being designated
48 the manngiog owner by and oo behslf of the regis-
tered owners by advice under seal of the ' Steamship
* Heathmore,” Limited," dated 30th April 1889,

She was commonded by Mr. Jobn Harvey, who holds
o certificatn of competency as maostor, numbered 82,770,
and bad n crew of 25 handa all told ; and there wers
3 compasges on bosrd, viz., o pols compass, n steerig
cahli:pnsa, snd a spare one aft, all of them being in goo
order,

On Satorday, the Bth Augumst 1891, the " Heath-
more " left the Wellington Dock, Liverpool, at
130 pom. with a pgeneral enrgo of 2,400 tons, on
o voyage to Malin ond other Mediterranean ports;
ber dranght then being 16 ft. 5 in. forward mad
18 ft. 11in. oft (and 4§ in. less than her summer
draught), and she had o pilot on board. At 140 p.m.
ahe was opposite the Rock Lighthouse, at 3.30 p.m. she
discharged her pilot, and at 3.40 p.m. she was a ship's
length from the Bar Lightship to the N. and W., her
course being W. by N. & N. magnetic, with o deviation
of 3° to 4° W. On the 8th Aupgust it was high water st
1.38 p.m, with s nesp tide of 15 ft. 8 in., and at the Bar
Lzﬁht.ship the tide was setting to the MN.W., and the
** Heathmore " was ﬁ?ing full epeed n-head. At
4.35 p.m, the North West Lightship, which is 8 miles

666236—107. 180.—8f91. WL 30. E.& 5.

er registered ownera are " The Steamship

10 minutes, but she did not move; they then somnded
and found she was making water in No. 1 hold, and an
hour and a halfl later water was in No, 2 hold. The
master remained by theveasel, and at the end of a week,
by jettisoning cargo sud lightening, sho was got off and
towed round to Liverpool, when it was found that there
wern holes in No. 1 and 2 holds, that 20 plates had bean
damaged, ber keel nnd stern-post brokem, and ber
engines etrained, nnd thot she wouold require hearvy
repaira, After huviog Point Lynns nbesm—it hoving
up to thet time been blowing o fresh golo from W.5.W.,
with strong sea and heavy rain at intervals—tho wenther
moderated, and with more shelter from the const the
water becomo smooth; st 10 pom. it was described b
the look-out as hnzg' and rainy ; ot 10,30 p.m. the secon
officer said he conld see 3 or 4 miles, and at 11.19 p.m.,
when the Jook.oot frst saw the land, he eaid it was 1 to
1% miles off, whilo the master described il as being
} mile off when he first saw it from the bridge,
asod when she strnck the weather was described
by the master ss bozy and thick, snd by the chief
officer as & thick mist and very thick to ses.
ward., John Harvey had been master of vhe ' Heath-
more” since 3rd March 1881, and bad made two
voyages in ber before that, and her general speed hod
been abont 8% knots. On this voyage she hod & §uo&.
head of stenm from the Bar Lightship to the N.W.
Lightship, and certainly from the N.W. Lightship and
from 8 p.m., when the chiel engineer took charge of
the engines till 11.19 p.m., when the order wos given
to stop and reverss, they wers going full epeed abend,
snd moking 83 knots as indicated by the ?m 1ler.
Belween the Bar Lightship and the N.W. Lightship
she wos going about g knots through the water, and
from then to Point Lynss, reached st @ p.m., which is
28 miles from the N.W. Lightship, she wns making
over 6 kuots over the ground, At 10.30 pm. the patent
log, which had been streamed nt the N.\Y. Lightship,
registered 43 miles, and after the ship took the und
ot 11.82 p.m. on the Horry Furlong Reef, it registered
4% knota—that point being 9 miles in o direct line and
bearing W. 4 8. from ber position off Point Lynes.
Iv n%pesred from the evidence of the master, and of
Isaac Boll, o first-class Merscy Eiot. of 20 yeors' ex-
perience, who Was called on his behalf, thot the
strongest tides run at full, and change generally the
third tide after; that on the Bth August it wos high
water at 1.38 p.m. and o tide of 15 fi. 8 in., and within
4 days of change. In tho fairway the strongest tide is
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at the Bar Lightship, and it is nearly ns strong nb tho
N.W. Lighhﬁ:ip—boing from 2t to 3 knots nt an
ordinary 20 ft. spring tide. Four miles from Point
Lynas you are in the fairwa and get o tide of 1§ to
2 knots, bat if closer to the nm?. 3 to 4 knots; onn
W. by I, k N. course going down it sots yon about N.W.
on the ebb, If you meet the flood on n W.N.W. conrso

ou get the tide end on ; past the Aliddls Mousc it wouald
%a felt on the port side, and it shounld set yon qﬁ' shore,
with & force of about 2 kmots, and with o wind from
the S.W. the ses shonld be smooth off the coast of
Anglesen. = 3

According to Willism Whiteway, moaster of the
5.5 '* Palestine,” elso called on bebnlf of the master,
13 to 2 knots should be sllowed for the tides in the
fairway between the N.W. Lightehip to the Skerries.
On this voyage the moster statod that be bad the tide
1ill 7.30 p.m., and then he had the flood, which yon get
with greater force at Point Lynas if within 8 miles of
it ; st 10.30 p.m. ha thought he had made 10 miles from
Point Liynss, but he mande no allownnea for the tide, ss
he had had s much of the obb as of the flood, and he
thonght thoy wers moking greator spoed s the weathor
bad moderated, sod they were getling mere shcltor
from the coast. You bovo s stronger food than ebb in
going along the coast of Anglesen, but it diminishes in
forcess you go from the const. Had thoy gone 43 miles
over the ground st 10.30 p.m. they must have been to
the W. inatead of the S. of the Skerries, and if to the
E. instead of the W. they would have been in danger.
He had sounded the whistle but heard no echo from the
Innd, and he bad not reduced the speed, which in his
opinion was not too fast for getting out of the way of
eraft, and made the ship less difficnlt to navigate than
ghe wonld be at hslf speed, having steam-steering gear.
A good look-out wss kept

These were the facts of the case, and on the conclusion
of the evidence Mr. Paxton submitted to the Court the
following questions :—

1. At the time when the light was seen at 10,15 p.m.,
wos the master justified in %skm g it for the light on
the Bkerries P

2, Was tho master justified in sltering the courss at’

10.30 p.m. to the southwardP

3. Having Te to the atate of the woather, was
the master jonstified in proceeding at full speed P
serious

damage thereby oocasioned to the vessel P

4 wess the cause of the stranding, aod was |

5. Waos tho mnator in defanlt in rogard to any ol thy
abovo mntters P

And statod that, in the opinion of the Donrd of Trady,
the maater’s certificate should bo deslt with. P

Mr. Norman Hill, on behsll of tho mnster, then
ealled Teaae Boll, o firat-class Morsey pilot, and Willinm
Whiteway, mastor of tho 8.8, ‘' Palestine,” sailing be.
tween Boston snd Liverpuol, with whom John Harvey, §
the maoster of the ** Heathmore,” hod been for 6 years,

and he gave him tho highest character as o compotent

manand a good officer, and bore testimony to hie eminen| §
services, moro oepecially when chief officer of the

** Palestine,” in rendoring nssistance to the *' Erin,”

yhen he was thanked by and received 100l from the

owners. It was further stated that ho had been to ses
ginee 1857, that he had been » master sinco 1870, and
that ho bad boen in his presont employment 5 yoors,

and master of the “ Heathmore "’ since 3rd March 1891,

and that he wna an inmrar on tha '* Heathmorn™ to

the wnlne of 200l Mr. Hill havin

Court, Mr. Paxton replied, and the

ment a8 follows :—

1. The master wns nob
cluding thnt the finshing
that of the Skorries.

2. Hoviog regerd to the previous snswer, the mastor
was not justified in altering his course at 10.30 p.m. o
the southward.

8. The weather was certainly more hazy over the
1and thap the master thought, and it would have been
more prudent if he had not proceeded at full apeed.

4. Thoe couse of the stran inﬁ was in the first place
the master's over-estimating his distance from Paint
Lynas at 9 p.m., and subsequently in not allowing for

* the strong flood-tide setting against him, and, having
mistaken some light he saw for the Skerries, hanled
his ship to the southward too soon. The ship waa
materinlly demaged.

* 5. The Court ia of opinion that the master, slthough
not in defaunlt, committed & ve error of judgment,
The Court does not deal with his certificate. .

- (Bigned)
‘We conour in the above report.
(Signed)

nddrossod the
ourt gave judg-

ijrmbiﬂod in so hnstily con.
ight he saw at 10 p.m. was

Jomx Krvomory, Judge,’

Tromas DAVIES,
Eoward nmq.}‘_”‘f"“"'

From “The Steamship” Journal July 1897, P37

Steamship Sales
Heathmore, 1864 tons gross, built in 1883, has been sold to a London firm foe £9,500.

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index ot July 1897, under Casualties and Misc. Reports.

Heathmore — Falmouth, July 15, 4.25pm — Telegram from Scilly reports:- Heathmore at Seven Stones
lightship, Scilly, leaking badly. Have dispatched two powerful tugs from here to assist. Wind west, fresh,
cloudy. (see Scilly under Misc.)

Heathmore — London, July 6 — Heathmore, after striking rocks yesterday off Seven Stones, Scilly, sank
in 40 fathoms.

Heathmore — Penzance, July 6, 8.40am — steamer Heathmore, of London, from Bilbao for Glasgow,
cargo iron ore, struck Seven Stones Rock and sank in deep water last evening. Captain and crew
saved and landed at Penzance last night.

Scilly (Misc) — July 5" 2.57pm — reported Trinity steamer Alert, a large steamer 2 miles SE of Seven
Stones, to anchor with distress signals flying, wired for tugs at Falmouth (See Heathmore)

Extra information from “Shipwreck Index of the British Isles” by Richard and Bridget Lord.

No. of crew — 19
Captain A.F.Herd

Fifteen hours after striking the reef in thick fog, which caused severe leaks, the Heathmore foundered
5" July at 8pm. Two tugs from Penzance went to her assistance but were unable to save her. Her

master and crew were all landed safely at Penzance by the Trinity House tender Alert during the
Tuesday evening.
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YARD No.46

“GABO”
Official No. 79541
Launched 5" June 1883

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship — Gabo

Ship’s number — 79541

International signal code — QHSD

Built — 1883 — Completed June of that year

Built by — J. Key and Sons, Kinghorn

Description — Steel screw schooner with one steel deck and 2 tiers of beams
Gross tonnage 2060

Net tonnage — 1246

Length — 279.7 feet

Breadth — 38.4 feet

Depth — 20 feet

Engine built by John Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy

Master — T. B. Richardson — First appointed to the Gabo in 1894
Port of registry — Melbourne

Flag — British

From list of ship registers opened and closed 1874-1883 PRO ref. Bks 387.2 GRR

December 1883

Colonial Steamers Registered
Name of ship — Gabo

Ship’s no. — 79541

Port of Registry — Melbourne
Built — Kinghorn, 1883

Net tonnage — 1246

Gross tonnage — 2060
Propulsion — 300H.P. screw

168



“Fife Free Press” June 9'" 1883

Lavyca or A LARGE STEAMER AT KINGHORN,
—On Tuesday afternoon there was launched
by Messrs John Key & Sons, from their
shipbuilding yard at Abden, Kinghorn, a large
steel screw-steamer, which has been built to
the order ~of Messrs William Howard Smith
& Sons, of Melhpuspe and Sydney. The
vessel, which is the third steamer built by the
Messrs Key for the same firm, is of the fol-
lowing dimensions, viz.|:—Lcng1.h‘ 280 feet ;
breadth, | 38 feet; dopth of hold, 20 feot.
Her groas tonnago is 2042 tons. She has
been built under special survey, and is classed
100 Al at Lloyds. BShe is intended for the
Melbourne, Sydney, and Newcastle passenger
and cargé trade, and h:lu accommodation for
B0 first| class and | 100 second class
passengers ; besides having all the latest
appliances. for cargo |discharge, including
five stéam wenches, five steam coal
hoists, & steam engine windlass by Har-
field, Harrison's steam steering gear, and
stean a.nlla hoists, On leaving the ways the
vessel was named the ‘! Gabo" by Miss Key,
Whitebank, and afterwards towed into Kirk-
caldy lmr‘bour, where she will be fitted out for
sea by the builders, who nre to -supply her
with & pair of direct-acting compound engines, '
the cylinders of which will be 36 and 70
inches in diameter respectively, and will both
have a stroke of 48 inches. There will also |
be four steel boilers, whish will each work at
s pressure of 90 1lbs. The steamer will |
likewise fbe fitted up with electric lighting |
apparatus on the incandescent system, After |
the launch, which was congdidered -to be the |
most suctessful ever witnessed at Abden, a |
sclect conpany met in| the drawing office, |
where sugcess to the newiship was drank, The |
keel of another large vessel will immediately |
bo laid down on the berth just vacated by the |
.Gabo, and another magnificont steamer is ex-
pected tg be launched leorn the same yard in

about a month. -

“The Schroder Family”

In 1910 when Leopold and Katarina Schroder and their family emigrated to Australia the Gabo would
not appear to still be the splendid ship described above. In “The Schroder Family” a brief history written
by Dora Endred for the Schroder family reunion in Mundubbera, 1988 the following brief reference to
the Gabo appears:-

“In Sydney the family transferred to the “Gabo” a rusty old steam and sail freighter, for the last leg of the
journey to Brisbane, where they landed on the 6™ June, 1910. The food on the “Gabo” was of poor
quality, consisting mostly of big chunks of beef, potatoes in their jackets and bread and syrup.”

From “Fife Free Press”, Saturday 25" August 1883

Re the trial trip of the Gabo.

The vessel went on her trial trip on Wednesday with a select company on board. She first steamed to
Granton and thereafter to Inchkeith, and, from a point opposite the island to the Oxcar Beacon and
back — a distance of five miles — the engines were put to a practical test, when the speed attained was
at the rate of 11-5 knots per hour, thus more than meeting the expectations of both builders and
owners. She afterwards sailed about the Firth for an hour, when the speed attained was equally
satisfactory.
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Fife Free Press 25" August 1883
A description of the living quarters for the crew and passengers.

A ook through the visgel previ
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many, and, among  athers, W nr-
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the “Gabu' i fitted upowich every requires | Bui
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rooms are provided, and overy ecancolvable |
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specinl nocommpdation i provided for the }.200m, in which a largo company can it down
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From “Fife Free Press”, Saturday, November 10"‘, 1883.

himacl! by o timely dousene to tha stewarda
Therealter ain attampt was mude to arrest the
| doctor's walst, econd-class passenger.  This
wasTmmediately reaisted by his fellow. passengers,
and equal determination being shows by the crew,
who used thieir sticks feeely, a stone of indescri-
bable confusivn and escitement followed
and paxeengers joining in'a regular han
Bght, The captain shouted for everybady to come
on deck, anid ran to his calia, whelhce lie lsased
with bwo revolvors, one of which he banded to
the chief mateé, who wan by thia time cagaged in
stopping the riot.  Shoutinz to crew and passen-

A RIOT ON THE HIGH SEAS ON BOARD
THE 55 GAbOD,

EXCITING SCENE.,

Adricos from Cape Town refer o a remarkable
riot [about whick mors b [iKely to be heard) thal
ook place oo board the an Gabn, boand  for
Melboarne, oo the alterooon of Saturday the 22nd
Zaptember laat.  The Gabo was built by Mesars

John Key & Sos, of Kirkaldy, ta the order of
Mesars Howard, Smith, & Sca, Meltoorms, and
our restors may remember that s description of
the veasel anpeared Ia our columna at the time of
her trial trip.  She left Loodon on the #eth of
September, carrying a general cargo, wnd having
on board thity frt and forty second-claan pas-
sengers. Un the Tlod the crew had completal
their preparations lor holiding the eceemany of
" eroaning Lhe fice"  The majority of the second-
class passengers, however, had determined not w0
wadergo Lhe seremony, aud had {nformed Capiain
Clarke, by deputation. that they would resist aay
altempt o the part of the crew o foree them.
Captain Clarke replied shat he had given onlers
ta tho crew that no force was to be ueed fiboogh
he coraiderw it woold be moch betier if B0
objsctions ware raised hy the passengers, as it was
an old custarn.  The passengers replied that the
custom was absolete, and some of them who had
croased the line repoatedly declured that they bad
Cever scen the cusiom observed. Here the matter
rested till about 3 pom., when Father Neptupe,
elad in ty coatume, witha tripad {n hinband,
and attended by his wile, Dr Barber, and four or
five of the ernw, dr (ke pollcamen, with
aticks in their hands, lued from the forecantle.
Mounting & small caonon, he was dragged in
triwwiph to the [roat of the poop, where one cod
of & large sall baving boes made fast to the upper
dock, the other end was atretched over a h\n:f
Haed acrcas the main deck.  The other sides of
the sails wore looped up, making a large trough,
| Into which the hose was tursed, and a salor
| stationed nt cach oml,  Seats bad been placed on
the main bateh immediately in front of the troagh,
and a box for the neophyts tosit on.  The firat
to underpe the operation was & firet.clasg -
ger, who wisely divested bimaclf of the moat
of hin clothing. Alter he had boen noated on the
bk, ha was mabiod n fow queations, and the barber
having made a feint of ahaving him with an
encemous razor, he was suddenly tilted Lioad over
heels iuto the water, wnd alter & thorough duck:

I ing won allowed to excape. The nexs gentleman
i hended by the i l 10 save

geos to desiat, he volered all sevond class passwn-
Bera to leave the poop. The ondor war obeyed,
ool the ling iy camato i i
The doctor was thoreafter summoned to attand a
aguond class pamsengor who hud recoived 0 sovere
wound on the kead, from which bleod was flowin
feoely,  One or two of tha cthor passengors |
also recaived blows from tha sticka of the crow,
but they lefs no worse effect than o headache, A
uobice was then pat up that no secoml-clasa pas.
sergers would bo allowed on the puop.  Excep-
tiona were, howevar, made in favoar of the ladics
aud two married Jews,  The lastnctof the dratma
wan poacted Ly the fest and third mates, who
susddanly appeared in the fore cabin alout 7 pom.
and demanded nll frearms to be delivered up {m.
mediately,  ‘Lhe staward had come to then, and
profeased to Kave gob a note Iyiug on the 'tabh
threatening him, . The passengers
wasertion snd aaked for proof, but the ot was
not fortheoming,  Six or seven fizearmg, com.
rising guna and revolvern, wers then hrought
rout tho boxes of the agers and handed over
to the custody of the chief mate, ono cf the paa-
sengers jocularly suggeating that he should also
take chargs of the cannon outside, The prohibi-

| tan [rom going on the upper deck bs rygacded Ly

the T &1 showing pathy
on the part of Captain Clarke and the
first-claas  pamsengors  with  the  crew, and
a3 & punishment on themn for objesting to
the proceedings, | It fe understood that
four of the engers names who took a Fm-
mingnt part in the melee sre eatered in the log-
book, and that more will be lourd of the matter
when the abip reaches Melboarne, It bs anly fair
to atate that Captain Clarke expressed hin regrot
that nomo of the passengers boen injured,
anil took the names of the erew allsged Lo have
committed the sssault. 1t ia understood that the
socond-clasy passengeen aro now allowed to o on
tha poap, with the ezception of the four, But an
tho declana p have i d that
a portion of the upper deck bas bean reserved for
thoir use by the ]gun! of Trade regulation, the
irritation arising frem the unlortusate guarrel
has nok entirely dinappeared.

culed the |
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In 1917 the Gabo was purchased by W.J. Lumb Liu of the newly formed China — Australia Mail
Steamship Co. and registered Hong Kong (November 1920)

In May 1921 she was bought by Patrick S.S. Co. Ltd and registered at Sydney. This company went into
liquidation and a new company formed — Patrick S.S.Co. Ltd. The Australian government requisitioned
her for war service.

In 1925 she was converted to a lighter and then eight years later, on the 30" November 1933, was
scuttled in the Sydney Disposal Area off Sydney Heads.
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YARD No.47

“BURWAH” (Later “OHIO No. 3” and “FOHNING”)
Official No. 83789
Launched 4™ May 1883
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Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/07

Name of ship — Burwah

Ship’s number 83789

International signal code — QHVL

Description — Steel screw schooner with two decks
Built — 1883 — Completed in June of that year

Built by — John Key and Sons, Kinghorn

Engine built by John Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy
Gross tonnage — 982

Net Tonnage — 568

Length — 220.4 feet

Breadth — 30.1 feet

Depth — 19.6 feet

Port of registration — Sydney, N.S.W

Flag — British

Master — J. Broadfoot — First appointed to the Burwah in 1894

From the Fife Free Press, Saturday 5" May 1883

Launch

Yesterday there was launched from the shipbuilding-yard of Messrs J. Key and Sons, Kinghorn, a
handsome screw steamer. Her dimensions are as follows:- Length, between perpendiculars, 220 feet;
beam moulded, 30 feet; depth in hold to main or upper deck, 19 feet 6 inches; height, between decks
from beam to beam, 7 feet 6 inches. She is to be fitted up with an inverted cylinder compound engine,
of 200 horse-power nominal, equal to 1100 indicated, having cylinders 31 inches and 63 inches drum
respectively, and 3 feet 6 inch stroke. Steam will be supplied by two main boilers 13 feet 6 inches in
diameter by 10 feet 4 inches in length, to work at a pressure of 100 Ibs to the square inch. The vessel
has been built to the order of Messrs William Howard Smith and Sons, Melbourne, and is intended for
the Australian coasting traffic. She is handsomely fitted up for passengers, accommodation being
provided for 60 first-class passengers in saloon, and 60 second-class forward. The vessel is also fitted
up with all the usual modern appliances in passenger steamers, and in addition is provided with the
electric light on the incandescent system, a special engine being supplied for this purpose. On leaving
the ways she was christened the “Burwah” by Miss S.Hutchison, daughter of Alexander Hutchison,
Esq., corn merchant, Kirkcaldy. She was afterwards, under command of Captain Ritchie, a well-known
skilled local navigator, towed to Kirkcaldy harbour, where she will be fitted out and made ready for sea.

From List of Ships Registers Opened and Closed 1874-1883 — PRO Ref Bks 387.2 GRR

November 1883

Colonial Steamers Registered
Name of ship —- BURWAH
Ships no. — 83789

Port of Registry — Sydney
Built — Kinghorn, 1883

Gross tonnage — 982

Net tonnage — 568

Propulsion — 200HP screw
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From “Fife Free Press, Saturday, 3 November, 1883. Page2, Col.6.

(]
'l

i mented alter 5 time by the Keilaw

i ;;u'na tgn h%;“?;m' and now gl
urwah, which ought to take a prominent posi

’ smong the Feats golﬂEnuth. g

1 epace and deck arrangemants have

' velvet of the scbtocs and revolv
| rich olive green, 8Fr
; judicious interanls -auicr

also Been considerable outlay in

—— ——

|

B ':I‘H A ,slsl‘,}}j UR “E'AH., FT'

o SN i . . .
Iha following douq:::f on'ol thig:magnifieant
vessal, built at Kinghokn, and fitted out at Kirk.
chldy, apposis in the Melbourne Argua of Wednes.
dny,‘_ﬂeptf:__nber 5, the'day followink the erriva]
"of:thy vemel in Melbourno :—“Ths steamship
Burwah, n atranger at.prosant to theso waters
bat Intended for a telongnd and profitable earee;
“In the injereolonial trads, arcived here yeaterday
morning, imm-Londop vin Cape Town. Tha
Burwah is the !utelt-_ll ditlon toithe steam fleet
. owned by bﬁeur: W. Howard Smith & Sons, of.
| this city, and s meant more partieularly for runz
| Ing between Sydney apd the varjous Queemlang
{ ports, The tradoby the seaboard to the northern
| porta is increaniog' yeaht by year, amL to keep pace
with its exteosion the Messrs Smit have shown
3 n‘onfinrfu amount of enterprise.” 'Tha steamery
You Yangs, Barrabeol,sand Derwent, which wery
employed in the northern trade, were gupple.
an

there has arcived the

2 | Ihe owners, with
their years of ﬁ*mchca acqonintance with what [y
really wanted In the. Queensland’ busipess, oughg
to know the dezeription of boat minat 'uihblu%or
tho work, and it in beliaved that the Burwahwil}
fulfil tho denived rdquircments.  Her internsl
bean cd

thaught out enud planned, and while able tr:i[:r?;
o fair amonnt of cafgo, smple rogm has been
reserved for passengera both in saleonsand reccnd
cabln, The anloon is aft, and fs berthed for T
gecupanta,’ It s fitted up in dnlque style, Aad
haa a very attractive appoazance, albq furnishing
and decorations were dasigned and carried out by
ona of the leading art-furnishing establishmen’y
in London, and 40 ekpenze won spared jn materisl
nnd iworkmaiship. “Tho general effcet at firgt
night la very plasaing, Thers In a tona of gules

| elegance throughout, nod there is.an utter sk
{ of gaudy or mecetricious o tion Tr

ementation,” The |
and the Wirechs/
ing chairs isof o~
s of pll.ute glass mirror, at
rreatly to the cha

the apartment, -T[_l'_u ceiling is'of emboased :‘r:r:l
done in colours and gold, and it sets off vers
hoppily the dark hue of the cedar panelling an
catved work, The statn cabing are luxuriously
cquippad with all the requisites for tendering &
seavoyege comfortable, The maloon is opproached
from n large houee on deck, anil an descenlin the
companion it is the full width of the vessn), This
is to allow of a recoss on eithar side, which can
ba used for lounges or for dining purposes,  The
floor of the malcon is laid with oak. Abgve the
saloon i3 the withdrawin reom, or 't social hall,”
na |t is frequently termuﬁ where thera {3 a coa‘.iy
ri.'mo at the secvive of thoae who may be niusically
solined.  This apartment is in marked contrast

woodwerk v of dark walng s

| to the saloon, and islined with the sarme vmbiosted

materialas the miloon ceiling, with this diffe
that it is wll gold ﬂ']‘.li]')tljll any n;lmi.éh:::c;i
colours.  The lHghta are of stained glavs, nnd this
has quita an Alhambra effect on the hall, The
Burwah is fitted up with the electrie light. The
sccond eabin forwnrd s fitted up for the recome
medntion of 70 paseengoery, nmf here there has
i rovidin !
passenger requirements, The ﬁtliﬁ;! nre gfo:,:
rlete, and light end afr, os well an plenty of space,
ure at commanil.  There i3 a spacious bridge deck
amidships, with plloy ways unEem’t:lln anel alon
thems are the oflicora’ -\uarmu. loekeors, o Thy
1

a4 » . - Ih
cantain's cabin in in :

ha contral deckhevis, and

 John Key
| 30ft. 1-10th; and

| td]uinin%it Is a capital emokingroom, vouy com- |
i

fortably titted uﬁ. The Burwah i3 a nteslatcamer,
g0 that strengt aud lightnesa nre combined b
ber conatructich, She was built at the yanl ol
& Sona} Kirkealdy, and the fullowing
are her dimensious:  Length, 220ft 4 10thy s beam,
depth bl hold, 19it B8:10the

This gives hor n gress measurement of US2 tepe,
The net register ig 667 tona,  Tho holl in straight-
stemmed, and hds an cliptic stern.” The Luttem
Is double to a certain extent, fornard ay well as
aft, and also under tho engine-room. 1o taake
hald a sufficiancy of water ballist. The hallis
also bulkheaded off, and as there ia a full equip-
ment of boats, it will be seen that provision hae
been made for accidents by fire or watve or other
einergoncies. The Burwah s fitted with com-
pound engines, supplied at the same establishment
a3 where she was built. They are wurfagecca-
densing and direppzcting, and have two fuverted
eylindera—high and low presned.  They are 3lin,
and 83ln. Tespsctively, nnd the sttoke v 42in.
There are two main boilers, mada of stecl, and
"one donkey boiler, which can be worked in cen-
ection with the othera, The steam pressurs (s
00lb., and the engines are of 200 huse power
nominal. They ara well finished az to workman.
ship, and on the trial tr'f made before lenving for
Australin & speed of 134 knots was gut ouz of
them. On the run cut the steamer had so much
heavy adversa weather that searcely a fuir oppor-
tonity was had of teating theic speed,  The Buz-
wah is ateered by steam, and, like most new
steamboats, steesn s hrgciy availed of wherever
+1% can be put to practical use, The Bucwah for
[ the prosent [s br[l:g-rigged. but when she reaches
8ydney her rig.will bo altersl to that of &
schooner. . She has beou Lrought out liera by
Captain J; H, South, well-known in desss Srith's
‘boatsin the Queensland trode.  Ho wnseent homa
specially by the owned for this ]wurwe. anid be
has been mucceasfii] In hla misafon. ~Mr Morrison
8 - engipeer, Mr Fidcock, formerly of the
P. &£ 0, Co.'s and tha British-India Cn.'s steamern,
Is chief officer, WWith regard to the passags ool
Ca&tninSonth reports leaving London on July 10y
antl pamsing Start Point on July 12 Thence

8.8.W. , accompanled with thick rain
woather, gnce thers was o oapell of [y windy
and fine weather ‘to Teneriffe, and after thald
the trouble again  commevcml, Strong
head winds, with a high sea and ddivty wn-
settled weathor, were met with all the way to
Cape Town, which was reached at 9 s cn the
8thult.  Alter takiog In coal anil embarkidga
number of guun r1, the voyage was reanmad a8
iBam ont ult, For tho first three daye
t after leaving Cape, the Burwah had qulie

across Bisgay and on until pagsing Cape Finisterss
“the Ihﬁ!d a hard timh.(§ it, with strong
g

o 10
the
| enough to do to hold her gwu aguinst n hapd s
| from E.8, K - Thid Insted for three days, amd war
. accompanied with a hlgh head-ea. “The winls
afterwards were varinble from 8,W., veerlag
round to the eastwand until the lst inst., whes
“the wind came away from N.Y,, and rapidly loe
oreased to a very heavy gnle, attended with thick
' ralny weather. Thore was alsn a truinendous sese
| The Heads wers entered at 11 p.m. o the 3d
“insk, 54 days from London, or 52 days from Sbek
| Polut. The distance from tﬂpo Town w13 accom:
" plished In 23 days. During thy heay weathet
| outside the ses broke over the vessel with greab
violence. There will bo nothiug dons here t the
Burwah In the way of docking or cleaning.
‘that will e done at Syduey, 5o that ¢he will ba
I'fe:!pntuhed there na speedily ne pousible.
{"being cleared in the Lay, ahe was takeu upthe
| Tiver, aud very soon thero was a plentiful erop &b
viaitors oo board to have a lock ab the stranger
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Inquiry into the collision between the Burwah and the Yaralla on Saturday 17" November 1883
( Brisbane Courier, Saturday, 22 December, 1883, page 6, column 6)

BURWAH AND YARALLA COTLISION e
i A COLLY =TT T
¥ e !m}g!l‘:r into the rn;ﬂ‘:lnﬂ ?LE:?RE,, | :h.h;tt":'f:z':aﬁ.'ﬁ'::.'ﬂﬁ A
| oerdef-'rnhmherm'ﬁl .‘-.:;; lb{;:,?,' then pro. | :‘hn?"'b“"i"“ thay collided ith ::L.:t:'ﬁl.lr;"ﬁ
=0l x ] I rir buoys, and as the Yarall ;i
mm‘:.::g iﬁ:ﬂ} Setain of the Yaralls, | tero of the Borwah ber }:.:.‘,;f‘t'.tlg;d ,:h”
tha pge B ‘u.‘r{ :.,vat'"her Inst honaw Tero stripped ma ahe went; when o .f,', rﬁ]
buoy on tha Stewart Lyjand £ twnrds the red  buoy waw the engines of the Yaralls wers
eogines to give her tf A3 atopped the ing abesd | just beforo the eollision seund-
| about mid-ghanpel, :I.,_:; CPTIC BCTOAY 5 was ngs wero taken, and the leadsman reported
eneon In the Blght; whon Gio of the white  two fathoms of waler; koaw the Yaralla was
| near he reversed f;i; ln‘éin’; 'f:f, [:‘" "“h drew gninl shead by the noder her bows | when
':pt ;5.,-:: 117 astarn sbout poe :L :]‘ E;:; erz)g: his & a-part the Yaralla was on his
| nonr as bl“:ou!l‘.-‘l“d‘tta lf:“d’ Lo Burwah aa pﬂDsnhT‘anar second mate of tha Yarnll
! nlter her com'.,[m: lh'l’::i ‘i'}'d ""’" scerm Lo sald that the enyines weare roversod I'hl:l‘l.h‘;
the. port: bowy. there way 1o aralls on vesagls wers 200 yards spart; tha Yaralls wae

‘on mot  water Ing astarn when the B truek herj th

| after ‘1' 'g!'i?lh 't"l' ;f the channel; [SiEer vesscl sppesred to be ;ofn -ho:{::ill:.t

{the. port sidae f' fuck  sha alid Mong knots through the water ) beard Usptala South

{Jog . mway hoats, of the ¥arnlla, ¢ . slog out, " Pat your helm bard s-port ;™ there

|“"ﬁ M i davita, stanchlons, maln was room for & vessel Lo pass to the east- |

"nepmﬁu' m g;t:"" =all; the vessels then wanrd of the Yaralla [

' roy When the procreded on their Alexander M'Kellap, first engineor of the
ot gﬁ. Mirboard l"""—“ wers In coptact Yaralla, guve ovidenve as to Lho atopping andd

B gt 3p0ed ahepdt oo from full specd matern  reversing of the engines.

| matarbonrd, i Put the hetm hard H. William Datts, frut mats of the Burwah, |

B | 3 ] mid that scon ufter the .Ya red |
| |hnl}?:.-‘£§ er;,:":::‘!d he "'“!P“‘rr'guh] coming towards them Lthe e r:]l: :p;:- .J |
borongh, An they sween fon¥ rlh-t st Bary- versed LIl alter the mllhl.qn-.i:rt Burwah had |
Inland Flats b-.nl:é h"! crossing tha Upper about one aod s-hall koot way on her; anid |
heard Onptain Bo l‘ " "‘M‘U‘!I soopdeil ! mnd the Yaralla was pgoing ahead; saw lllt_|
n ‘: hordering "Fort.” Thers Yaralla's helos’ put p-slarboard j the Yaralia |
betwoen the Y, pams on the rastern slde bod ample time to have cleared the Duorwah |
Just bef aralls and Btewnrt Inland spit: had the helm beon put to port. |
| ahear o starb Flislen the Yaralla trok o Donald M‘Glashes, third mate of tbe Bur- |
{ 200 yards uvnt:irdfhlnd sflerwards went agme wah, sald that at tha time of the collisioa the |
| witBess had b ‘l 8 ved heacon ‘{u a pilot It urwah's way was ncarly stopped ; the collision |
ttma sbould b 0 in charge of the Yaraliant the took place alreast the blsck bescon, and the |
| and black bu::::.:f.ff:.dl hr;é:«.twm.-n z{;. red Bhur\tlh was about threo parts scroms tho |
Jn o’ of Jtowart's Laland. channel 1
‘sald Tﬁzno'ns.',’;’;.'?ﬁ“"f“" nttha s Burwah, Charles Hendérson, A.DB. on the Yaralln,'|
Yarsila was halta i:ll" uand the red bugy.the stated that ho was at the wheel wheu the colli-
! mille north of them ; |they sion occurred ; tbe vessels were Rliy or 10

Were on
| ‘whistle ’::’;ﬂ Nti:d ‘?ln their port helm ; the yards apart when the engines were atopped ;
| ¥arnlia‘waa closing Lo oq A he o the the captaln ordered bilm to put the helm a-port
which yne the de s 8 the castern ahore, o little beforo tha eulllsivn,
| on comling pear) h. nrwah was ""ﬁzinm The evidcocg of Juhn Walm, A B. on the |
| Witnces saw the halo of 1oy oo 28 70d beacoa Yaralla, and Williant Edwards, A.I8. on the
| to s*arboard i @ of the Yaralla being put Burwah, wiio was at tha wheel, having been |
rromed bis helm hard Bpore, tuken, the inquiry closed,

' nod ordered the engloes full spoed aate

m; at

A Near Miss.

On 18" December 1883, just over a month after the previous accident, the Burwah escaped having
another collision very similar to the one reported above. This time one of the passengers, who preferred
to remain anonymous, wrote to the Brisbane Courier regarding the incident. His letter, which follows,
was dated the 20" December and appeared in the edition of the paper published on the 21% of that
month.

Collisions and how they take place.

To the editor of the Brisbane Courier.

Sir, - On Tuesday last, coming down the River Fitzroy from Rockhampton in the Burwah, s, we met
another steamer coming up. The two steamers passed each other between the powder hulk and Mr.
William Pattison’s boiling-down establishment, where the river is about a quarter of a mile wide, giving
abundance of room for each steamer to observe the recognised rule of the road. The Burwah most
distinctly kept her proper side, keeping well over to the starboard, as close as she could to the right-
hand bank of the river (the south side ), and blew her whistle three or four times as soon as she saw the
other steamer coming round the bend of the river, which is a little way further down.

The other steamer blew her whistle in reply, but instead of keeping her proper side — the north side —
she persistently hugged the south bank of the river until within about three ships’ lengths of the
Burwah, and then suddenly ported her helm passing across the bows of the Burwah about 40 feet off,
the Burwah being as close to the south bank as it was possible to get without grounding.

On looking astern it could be plainly seen that the ground occupied by the two steamers was not more
than one-sixth of the whole width of the river.

If the other steamer had observed the rule of the road she might have passed the Burwah fully 200 feet
or more off; and if the other steamer had refused to answer her helm at once when it was put over to
port; or if the helmsman had become flustered in the least and put the helm over the wrong way; or if a
wrong order had been given; or if a strong current had carried the other steamer too close to the
Burwah to enable her to clear the bows of the latter; or if any other mischance had occurred to prevent
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her getting clear of the Burwah'’s course in time, nothing in the world could have prevented the Burwah
from running into her, and a most serious collision would have been the consequence.
It is high time that the attention of the travelling public should be drawn to these infringements of the
rules of the road at sea, and it is to be hoped that the day is not far distant when the Marine Board will
be able to punish offenders of the class, as these breaches of the rules of the road involve the most
serious risks of life and property.
What | have now written was what | actually saw, and enclosing my card,

| am, sir &

A Passenger.
Brisbane 20" December.

From “The P.S.N.C. Magazine” vol.16/1932/p245

Re the late Capt. J.H.South.

He (Capt. South) had a long and honourable career on the Australian Coast, Eventually becoming
commodore of the fleet of Howard Smith & Sons, Led. When in command of that Company’s steamer
Burwah he took off the passengers and crew of the Australian Steam Navigation Company[s steamer
Cahors which had gone ashore near Ballina, Richmond River, N.S.W., on June 10" 1885, and for his
gallantry and resourcefulness on that occasion he was made the recipient of a public testimonial and
other presentations.

From “Shipping Gazette Weekly Summary” February 25 1887 — page 115, col. 6

BURWAH (s) — Melbourne, Jan. 1 — The Burwah (s), for Brisbane , took the ground as she was going
down the river at Maryborough on the 15" ult. And had to put back after she got off.

Source “Australian Ship Wrecks Volulme 3, 1871-1900” by Jack Loney
The Collision Between the Burwah and the Kate

On the 11" November 1890 the Kate was steaming south from Brisbane to the Richmond River, New
South Wales, Australia when she was rammed by the Burwah. The two vessels locked together
enabling the crew and passengers of the Kate to transfer to the Burwah before the former ship sank a
short distance north east from the Pile Light. Following some temporary repairs the Burwah was able to
continue her voyage the following day.

At a Marine Board Inquiry the officers and men of the Burwah insisted that the Kate did not carry lights.
On the other hand the captain and pilot of the Kate claimed that she had side, mast head and stern
lights showing. The inquiry proved inconclusive.

The Kate was a 147 ton iron paddle steamer rigged as a three masted schooner. She had been built for
the Queensland Government in 1864 and had arrived in Brisbane from London in March 1865.

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1906/7

The above register records a change of name from “BURWAH” to “OHIO NO.3”
The new owners - D. W. Deshler and Master J. Jones.

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1907/8

Again a change of name and ownership is recorded. She now sails under the name on “FOHNING” and
is owned by Kiening and Company. Her port of registry is Shanhai, China

22 March 1908 — On a passage from Amoy to Ninpo the Fohning struck a rock off Hinghua and
foundered.
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Seweastle IForning Porald & FWiners SAdvogate.

INCORPORATED WITH “NEWCASTLE CHEIDNICLE™ (ESTAELISHED 1858).

T VOLRI- N, S5 e = FRIDAY, MAY L 15Sa P PILICEL_TWOIENCE

OENTRAL BOOKING OFFICE
FOR
PASSENGERS TO AND FROM
NEWCASTLE.

THE Hunter Rirer New Stoam Nevipn-

tion Company’s CENTRAL BOOK-
ING OFFKICE for Passenpers at No. 353
George-strect, Sydoey (oext to Aesers.
David Jopes and Co.'s, and nearly apposite
to General Post Oflico), will be open on
and from MONDAY, 27th APRIL,

F. J. THOMAS,

{ ! Manager.
Sydnoy Offices, 353 Georze-stroet, and
147 Bussex-sireet, : 4500

PP
GREATLY REDUCED FARESR.

i ——

STEAXM TO
#albourne, Geelong, Brisbane, Mary-
borongh, Rockhampton, Port
. Maokay, and Townasrille.

M. HOWARD SMITH anp SONS
(limited) line of Fast intercoloninl

*samghipe.
LIST OF STEAMERS.

Tms ° Tons,
Buninyong..,. 80 |Barrabool ..., 1200
Gabo' .,..,.... 3)00|Yon Yangs...... 800
Ocean ............ 2500|Burweh ., ..., BOO
Levra .ieeysws, 1600 Keilawarm,,,... 8.0
Konoowarra ... 1600|Derwent ......... 600

Cheviot ...... 1500|Balmain....... BOD
Bodonde........ 1200 Geelong .——... £00
Worton ......... B00|Edina ............ 500
TBE STEAMERS LEAVE— !
for MELBOURNE—From Newecistle vin
Bydney, twice a week
for MELBOURNE—From Sydoey three
times o week
For BRISBANE, MARYBOROUGH, and
ROCEHAMPTON — From Sydney
twice a week..
For PORT MACEKAY and TOWNSVILLE
~—From Byduey every Satirdsy.
"PASSENGERS ARE SUPPLIED WITH
" *FOOD AND BEDDING.
- Tickets for any of the sbove orts can
obtained nst Newcastle,
Panssengers' are imvited to inmpect the
soperior accommodation of these steamers.
For passage rates and farther particulars
spplyto . . v
‘Wx. HOWARD BMITH axp BONS,
: ' (Limited). - :
Offices and Btores A.A. Co.’s Whart,
vVewecastla _ ; 3478
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YARD No.48

“NAMOI”
Official No. 89250
Launched 3™ August 1883
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Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship — Namoi

Ship’s number — 89250

International signal code — RCHB

Built — 1883 — Completed August of that year

Built by — J. Key and Sons, Kinghorn

Description — Steel paddle schooner with one deck (part steel) and an awning deck
Length — 245.2 feet

Breadth — 31.6 feet

Depth — 21.7 feet

Gross tonnage — 1414

Net tonnage — 809

Engine built by John Key and Sons, Kinghorn

Master — R. J. Skinner — First appointed to Namoi in 1894
Owner — Newcastle and Hunter River Steam Ship Co. (Lim)
Port of registration — Sydney, N.S.W.

Flag — British

From “Fife Advertiser” 7" August 1883 Page 4

Laxvesd.—There was launched yesterday from
the Abden Shipbuilding Yard, Kinghorn, a fine
Quddlc steamer for tho Hunter River Noew Steam
Navigation Company, Sydney, New Bouth
Wales. A large number of people were prosent

 to witness the vessel take the water, and con-
siderable interest was manifeated in the proceed-
ings. Asr usual, the blocks were removed with
dynamite charges, which effectually cleared away
the obstructions. The word being given, and
the dock-shores being knocked out, the vessel
moved away in beantiful style, increasing in
speed as she peared the water, into which she
Eﬁnged amid loud cheering {frow the bystanders,
Mrs Thomas, wife of F. G, Thomas, Esq., manager
of the company, cleverly breaking the bettle on
Ler bows, and christening her the ** Namoi.” The
vessel was then taken in tow, and procesded to
Kirkealdy, where she will be fitted out with
engines, &¢. The following are the dimensions :

Tength between perpendiculars, 245 feet ;

+ breadth of beam, 31 fvet 6 inches ; dopth of bold
to awning dock, 21 fect O inches ; gross tennage,
1200, The vessel is built of stee],‘xsuppiind ‘b):

“TnESTEST UOMPANY 01 SCOTIANU, AN 15 MTenaed
to trade between Sydney, Newcastle, and Mor-
| peth, and will be titted u&) to accommodate 150
| first-class passengers, while the fore purt of the

Cvessel will

carry 90 second-class

r}xlﬂﬂangﬂl‘ﬂ.
i The tween-decks have also provision for earrying

40 horses.  The veasel will be titted with engines

| of 2000 indicated horse-power, on the compound

]
1
|
|
|

| 80 inch respectively,
| Bhe will also be fitted with feu.thcri:g

| oucillating principle, Laving cylinders of 50 and

both with 8 feet stroke.
paddle
wheels, and it is expected that a speed will be
attained of 15 knots ap hour.  After the launch
a fuw friends were invited to the draughting
office, and partock of cake and wine. Mr

| Andrew Key pm&msui Y Burcess to the Namoi,"

and in doing so hoped she would give satisfac-
tion to her owners. He coupled the toast with
the name of Mr Thomas. In reply, Mr Thomas
raid he had had much pleasure in his dealings
with, the firm of Messrs John Key & Sons, and
did not think they should allow the occasion to
pass without %ﬁmting them on the success
of the launch. toasts were duly honpured,

and the compapy broke mp,

From “Fife Advertiser” 17" November 1883, Page 4

Focal Antelligence,

il

KIRKCALDY.

Tue Namor.—The new steamer Namoi left
the harbour yesterday and proceeded to
Leith, where coals will be taken board.

' Owing to its being rather late in_ the day
when the vessel left the harbour, there was
| no.trial trip made, but in steaming to Leith
the engines worked very smoothly, and it 13
anticipated that she will attain a high rate of

1| speed.
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Two separate announcements from the “Fifeshire Advertiser” 15" December 1883

. Tag Namo1r.—This fine steamer, a descrip-
tifn of which apgeared in these columns when
it was launched from Abden Shipbuilding
Yard, went on her trial trip from Leith on
Tuesday, There was a considerable number
of ladies and gentlemen on board, including
Mr F. J. Thomas, manager of the Hunter
River New Steam Navigation Company, Mr
W. M‘Nab, superintendent engineer of the
company ; Mr George Andrew Key, Mr Alex.
Key, Mr Bond, partner of the firm of Messrs
John Key & Sons ; Mr James Smith, Leith ;
Captain Curphey, Sydney ; Mr W. Dougall,
Leith ; Mr Martin, Royal Blind As lum,
Edinburgh ; Mr D. Pearson, solicitor, Kirk-
caldy ; Mr W. J. Munro, B.A., Sydney ; Mr
Seligman, engineer, Glasgow; Mr W. B.
Robertson, Edinburgh. The vessel proceeded
up the Firth of Forth as far as Queensferry,
and afterwards steamed down the Forth, the
speed attained being fully 15 knots an hour.
This was considered as very satisfactory. The
weather was favourable. The Namoi, whose
gross tonnage 1s over 1400 tons, is commanded
by Captain Alexander Watson. In the after-
noon luncheon was served in the saloon by
Mr A. J. Ferris, assisted by Mr J. L. Kerpen,

Ter Namor 1x CoLLisION. — Between
eleven and twelve o'clock on Tuesday night,
while the new Igaddle steamer Namoi, built
by Messrs John Key & Sons, Kirkealdy, for the

unter New River Steam Navigation Com-
pany, Sydney, was entering Leith Harbour,
she ran into the West Pier, and smashed in
about ten feet of the woodwork. The acci-
dent was caused by a bolt having been
displaced in the working gear of the engines,
8o that it was impossible to stop them. This
was accomplished, however, by shutting off
the steam from the boilers, and the vessel,
which sustained no other damage than the
breaking of part of the rails on the port bow,
was afterwards taken into the dock. The
tug Her Majesty and the smack Blossom
were lying near the pier at the time, and
sustained some slight damage through the
Namoi having collided with them.

Leith. Mr G. A. Key presided, and proposed
“The health of Mr and Mrs Thomas, and
success to the Namoi.” Mr Thomas, in reply,
referred to his pleasant intercourse with the
builders,and to T{lf.’. admirable manner in which
the Namoi had been built and fitted up. He
concluded by proposing “ The health of Messrs
John Key & Sons, and their employees.”
| Several other toasts followed.

From List of Ship Registers Opened and Closed. PRO ref. Bks 387.2 GRR

June 1884

Steamers Registered. Colonial.
Name of ship — Namoi

Ship’s no. — 89250

Material built of — Steel

Port of Registry — Sydney, N.S.W.
Built — Kinghorn, 1883

Net tonnage — 809

Gross tonnage — 1414

Propulsion — 350H.P. paddle.

A few days after her arrival in Sydney on the 6" April 1884 the Namoi was placed in the hands of
Messrs Mort and Company for the normal overhaul accorded to vessels following a long voyage.
On Friday 15" May she was taken for her preliminary trial trip and then on Monday 19" for her
official Australian trials.

Trial Trip of the S.S. Namoi

An enjoyable and satisfactory trial trip of the Hunter River New Steam Navigation Company’s
magnificent paddle steamer Namoi took place yesterday. The vessel, which recently arrived from
Scotland , where she was built and equipped by the well-known ship builders, Messrs John Key and
Sons has been in the hands of Mort’s Dock and Engineering Company, undergoing the usual overhaul
accorded vessels after a long voyage from home. Whilst in dock the hull was cleaned and painted,
houses, and all outside work varnished and painted, decks recaulked and sheathed, machinery
overhauled, and everything requiring touching up attended to. A new skylight has been made over the
saloon companion, and with this exception the Namoi is just as she left Scotland. The whole of the work
has been carried out under the supervise of Mr. Jas. Richmond formerly of the P.J.S.S. Company, but
now superintending engineer of the Hunter River S.N.C, and with the able assistance of Mr. Franki at
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Jtewrastle IForning Perald & Finers Advorate,

INCORPORATED WITH “ NEWCASTLE CHRONICLE " (ESTAS

HR.N.B.N. COMPANY. '

SPECIAL NOTICE TO PASSENGERS.|

Hunber Biver New Bleam Navigstion
Oompany.
NOTICE TO PASSENGERS.

This Companys mporior Steamars will  S(11102Y Night Steamer fo Sydney%

lasvd Newcastle for Bydney as follows :—

The Namo:' TO-N_fght at 11 !l‘HE magnificent Steamship NAMOI i
Bitunpiy NropTsat 11 .l.iee....Majtiond (W. H. Knowles, commander) will |
Mowpaxy NioaTat 1l ...ovciiieennaee.... Nomoi lenvo Newonstle for Sydney on SUNDAY
TuEsDAY N1Grab 11 ...vs oe . Maitland NIGHT NEXT, at 11,
TWeDKESDAY NianTat 1l . ..Namoi LOCHHHEAD & Co.,
faorepAY N1gaT ot 11,..............Moitland Agents;
FRIDAY NIGHT 06 1l.niiee consommsie Namoi
treamer from Sydney every night, Bunday

excepted, :

~ 0ODS for Morpoth or Raymond Ter-
L r.‘:loacregmivad daily. o

Spaocial Cabine or Ordinary Berths can be
nmmdnﬂy.

For all information rospooting the Huntar
River trade, apply to .

LOCHHEAD & CO.,

2001 Aronta.

the dock, the work has not only been done satisfactorily, but in a short space of time. The vessel's
saloons, which have now been fitted up in a gorgeous style, were yesterday spoken of very favourably,
and the berthing and other accommodation for passengers received severe criticism. The ceiling and
panelling of the main saloon is of lincrusta — Walton’s design — and, judging from the remarks passed
by several connoisseurs on board we may possibly see other new steamers fitted out similarly to the
Namoi. The Namoi, as is well known, was built for the Hunter River and Sydney passenger and cargo
traffic, and her fitness for that work is doubtless all that is required, and the company deserve credit for
their enterprise in having a boat of her description built. When we come to consider that it was in the
year 1852 that this company was formed, success must have attended their undertakings. In the early
days their fleet consisted of the Williams, Hunter, Paterson and Fennelia. Later on a larger boat, the
City of Newcastle, was added; and then came the Morpeth, Maitland, Lady Bowes, and, lastly, the
Namoi, all being of increasing tonnage’s. With the four last named boats the company expect to keep
pace with the trade. Leaving the company’s wharf yesterday morning, shortly after 11 o’clock, the
Namoi proceeded slowly down the harbour towards the Heads. Among those on board were Mr. S. H.
Terry, M.L.C., Hon. Robert Wisdom, H. Clark, J. P. Garvas, and John See, M’'s L. A., Messrs F. W.
Marwin, T. A. Dibbs (Commercial Bank), N. N. Smith (W. Howard Smith and Sons), Capt. Turner (L & N
Co.), John White (C and R.R.S.S. Co.), J. B. Wolfe, J. B. R. Robertson and James Scroggie (directors
of the company), F. J. Thomas (manager of the company), J. B. Franki (Morts Dock), T. J. Cohen (D.
Cohen and Co.), Cruigshank (Government engineer), A. Dodds, J. Hinchcliff, and D. McMaster, Captain
Chadleigh (Australian), Captain Adams (Coonanbara), Captain Boyle (Morpeth), Captain Gracegirdle
(City of Grafton). Upon nearing Pinchgut the order “full speed ahead” was telegraphed to the engineer,
and the measured mile was run in 4min 11sec. Rounding Bradley’s Head the vessel was turned and
she ran the mile in 4min 10sec. Not being satisfied with this, another spin was made with a much better
result, the mile being completed in 4min 7sec. The latter is equal to 14 3/4 knots, or 17 miles per hour.
There was a strong southerly breeze blowing at the time, and the vessel was flying light. The Namoi
subsequently made for Manly and having anchored off this picturesque ‘“village”, the company
adjourned to the vessel's commodious saloon and t'ween deck, and partook of a recherché lunch
served up in splendid style by Mr. J. H. Evans, provider for the boat. Mr J. B. Wolfe occupied the chair,
and Mr. J. B. R. Robertson the vice-chair. After dinner and the usual loyal toasts had been dispersed of,
Mr. Briggs proposed “The Parliament of New South Wales” , and referred in flattering terms to the
present Parliament, what they had done in the matter of Federation, the French Criminal Law
Amendment Act, and said that he agreed with the suggestion that we should have a representative in
the Imperial Parliament of England. Mr. M. H. Terry M. L. C., and Mr. Wilson M. L. A,, responded. Mr. H.
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Clark M. L. A. , then proposed “Success to the Namoi and the H.R.S.N Company”. He said that the
company deserved credit for importing such a steamer as the Namoi, and referred to the boats
engaged in the trade some years back. The proposed railway he thought would not interfere with the
trade by water, as cargo could be carried cheaper by water than by land. Mr. Robertson and Mr. Wolfe
responded. Mr See than gave the “Shipper” and Supporters of the H.R.S.N. Company” stating that he
felt assured that the increasing population and trade generally will enable the company to compete with
the railway. He said there was plenty of room for a railway and certainly heaps for the company. Mr. T.
J. Cohen responded . The Hon. R. Wisdom M. L. A. , then proposed “The Manager (Mr. Thomas) and
the officers of the Hunter River Company”. He referred to the manner in which Mr. Thomas had carried
out his work in connection with the building of the Namoi, and the way the officers in his employ had
worked. He said the company could not have a more efficient man than Mr. Thomas for their manager.
Mr. Thomas in responding, thanked them for the hearty welcome that had been accorded to him on his
return, and drew attention to the difficulty he had experienced in offsetting the contract for the building
of the new steamer. The officers he was pleased to say had done their utmost for the benefit of the
company during his absence, and he thanked those present on behalf of the officers for the kind
manner in which they had drunk the toast. Several others responded, and this having completed the list
of toasts, the company made for the main deck. In a very short time the anchor was weighed, and the
Namoi proceeded for the company’s wharf which was reached at 4 p.m., after a most pleasant
afternoon had been spent by all on board. The measured mile on the run up to the wharf was
completed in four minutes and seven seconds. The engines throughout worked to the entire satisfaction
of the keenest critics on board. The Namoi leaves for the Hunter on her maiden trip at 10. a.m.
tomorrow, under the command of Captain W. A. Knowles, who is one of the oldest skippers in the
Company’s employ.

The newspaper cutting below was sent to me by the Newcastle Region Library, New South
Wales, Australia. Unfortunately it does not say from which newspaper it was taken or the date of
publication. | think that the most likely source would be the “Newcastle Morning Herald and
Miners’ Advocate”.

The Steamer Namoi. -

The H. R N. 8 N, Company is sparing neither
nar expense in adding popularity to its fine
wmers travelling betwesn Sydney and
nd the latest outeome of this effort is
g up of the company's favourite steamahip
ith electric lights. The installation waé
the lights wera turnad

first time on Friday evening pravions
U's departure from Sydney, and m
visited her at Nawiastls on Saturday night

ra. H. H. Kingabury and Co., of Bydney, und is
vesting from the fact that it is the flrst steam-
ship installation atfempted in the colomy. The
firm iz to be congratulated on the suocess of tha |
outract, for the lights work with ease and |
regular y, and with & small consumption pff
steam, and compared with the old system :\.5
lighting there is & noticeable snd pleasant
sheence of heat, smoke or smell which will un-
doubtedly he appreciated by passsngers. The
lamps are of the Swan patent type and hesides
giving & wonderfully bright light sre ornamental
in their appearance, The current is generated by
# “Manchester” dynamo capsbla of supplying 125 |
lampe of 20-candls power of 50 volts. Lights ave |
supplied to every part of the vessel where thay
could pozsibly be required, cabins, ete., thera |
baing altogether 121; some in single brackets |
and othars grouped. The driving power |
is supplied by the Company, and consists of a
neat pair of horizontal engines of 10 horse-
power which work the dynamo by direct
friction, and the whole combination occupies
only & space of 5 x 8ift. This is under
the control of the engineer on watch. Althongh
eome of the accessorids, snch as globes, have nok
yet reached the colony the lights are to be used at
ones, and as the Namoi lay alongside the wharf
with port holes, eto,, open she presented & most
brillinnt spectacle, greatly in contrast to the dark
hulls and shadowy outlines of some of the more
ill-lightad vessels close to her, and the fine effect
waa not lessemed as she swnng down the harbour
and round the heads. The improvement will greatly
add to the comfort of the steamer's patrons and
the enterprise of the Company will doubtless soon
bringe its own reward.
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Sydney, Australia, Wednesday 17" September 1884 “The Daily Telegraph”
A Steamer Sunk in the Harbour

Shortly before sunrise yesterday morning a collision took place in the harbour between the Hunter River
New Steam Navigation Company’s steamer Namoi inward bound from Newcastle with mails,
passengers, and cargo, and the screw steamer Agenoria, belonging to Mr. William Waterhouse, the
result being that the latter vessel immediately sank. Fortunately there were only two persons on board
the Agenoria at the time of the occurrence, viz., the captain — Langham, and the engineer — Robertson,
and jumping overboard before the vessel sank they were picked up by the Namoi, and taken to the
H.R.N.S.N. Company’s wharf. From the statement by the captain of the Agenoria, it seems she was
coming across from Blue’s Point to commence her usual work about the harbour, and when 200 yards
from Dawes Point, nearly opposite the Central Wharf, the Namoi struck her on the port side, about 10
or 15 feet from the stem, and just forward of the engine-room. The Agenoria immediately filled and
sank, and the “crew”, who had jumped overboard, were rescued by a boat from the Namoi.

Captain Knowles of the Namoi reports as follows: “Coming up the harbour this morning, and when
nearing Blue’s Point, the chief officer reported a red light on the starboard bow, having just come
suddenly from the west side of Blue’s Point. Turning round in that direction, and seeing no bright light, |
thought it was a sailing vessel, and that she would go well clear; but to my astonishment she came on
with great speed. Seeing | could not clear her on my port helm, and stopping and reversing the engines,
and that a collision was inevitable, | put my helm hard to starboard, stopped and reversed “full speed
astern” to make the blow as light as possible. The Agenoria soon after struck the Namoi’'s starboard
bow just at the stem with her port bow and smashed her (the Agenoria’s) bow clean off. | immediately
after stopped the Namoi’'s engines, which had been going astern. Over half a minute, she having very
little way on. The Agenoria came along our starboard side, into the paddle-box, and went down, doing
considerable damage to the Namoi’s paddle wheel”. The damage sustained by the Namoi was repaired
at the wharf yesterday, and she left last evening on her usual trip to Newcastle. The Agenoria was
uninsured. She was a wooden vessel built at Sydney in 1874. Her dimensions were: Length 53ft 4in,
beam 10ft 1in, and depth 5ft 1in. A large quantity of the wreckage was floating about the harbour
yesterday showing clearly that the Agenoria must have sustained great damage. The matter has been
reported to the Marine Board, and an enquiry will probably be held Monday next.

On the same date as above page 8, column 1 of “The Sydney Morning Herald” reported Namoi’s arrival
at Sydney the previous day and her subsequent departure for her home port of Newcastle, N.S.W. She
had brought with her a cargo of 4 bales of hay, 8 bales of skins, 454 bags of tin ore, 11 horses, 50
calves, 64 pigs, 5 cases of eggs and a quantity of sundries. The following day the same paper, page 8,
column 2, notes her arrival back at Newcastle on the 17" and her sailing again the same day. Her
collision with the Agenoria would not appear to have upset her very busy schedule to any great extent.

Following the accident there were several further reports in the press on both the collision and the
Marine Board enquiry which ensued.

Sydney, Australia, Monday 22™ September 1884 “The Daily Telegraph”
The Recent Collision in the Harbour

The recent collision between the S.S. Namoi and the Agenoria, resulting in the sinking of the later, and
the narrow escape of two men, must be fresh in the minds of the public. It having been uncertain as to
the exact position where she was lying, the owner (Mr. F. W. Waterhouse) employed diver John
Sutherland to find her out and report. He commenced his search at half past nine last Saturday
morning, and shortly after four o’clock came across the two side and mast head lamps. Proceeding
some 80 feet further he found all that is left of the Agenoria midway between Miller's and Dawe’s
Points. Upon Inspection, it proved that she must have been struck about 15 feet from the stem,
the port side being completely smashed, as also the steam chest. The boiler and engine were knocked
out of position, and a lot of the wreckage was lying alongside. The funnel was also smashed, and all the
top work and steering gear knocked away. We believe that an official inquiry will be held on Thursday
week.
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Sydney, Australia, Friday 26" September 1884 “The Daily Telegraph” regarding the collision of

the Namoi and Agenoria

|
!
.~

The clecamstinces of the colilifon between the
farry best hgenozis and the Manter [irer Naw
Eteam Navigatiog Co.'s steamer Nimol, which oe-
corred oo Wednenday, the lith instant, o Sydosy
Harbour, weraiogaired lato by the Marine Baard yea-
terday. The followlog membern of the Doard were

retent—The Presideat, Coptaina Jenkins, Nobertsan,

aodie, and Al'Lean, '

Willsm Langham, master of tha Agenoris, was
the firat witress. His avidence was to this parport :
The colllafon cecarred sboot 4.15 am. y vesasl
was ronk, aod [ was pleked op by a boat fram the
other ship, alter having been in tha water aboot &
fnatter of anhoar, The morning was dark and clear,
and lights conld be seen very dlstluctly. [ waa
coming [rom Doan's Whaef, Derry's Bay, going to
the Circular Quay., Wheo I first raw the Igt’lu:w:mi I
was in the centre of tha bay. The lights of both
verrels were barnlog brightly. I ordered oar whistle
to be blown, and ported the helm slightly. The
Namol was following me, hesdiog Dawes oot
When aboot a haodred yunds off the polat, she came
Iptocollision with my boat. She was at tke wrong
tide of my bost, I kes\ my coume, My boat
weat down hesd Bl wnd I jomped overboard. I
bava been elx yearn b pea altogether, thies of which
1 have apent in Bydeey Harbonr., Tha captaih ef
the Namol alterwanls sald, “ What the d— wern
you trying to do?" 1 replled, * 1 was coming across
the harbonr, Did not yoo see the lights 7" Hasald
“ No, the d— lake yoor lights J‘uhn Batherland,
adiver, who examined the sunken boal, siated that
sho wasatruck on the port bow 15 feet abalt the
wtem, Bbe wan smasbed all to pleces abalt, and
from ber sppearsoce be shoald lmeglon that her

addles wers golog forward. The nart witness was

obert Mobertnon, engleeer of the Agrooria, who
alated that at the Lime of the collision be bad aboot
80 ik of steam, which woeld drive the boat at soren
koots an hoor. They kept up the steam o order to
keep clear of the Namol, wht:g was ontha wroug aids
ol the harboor. Ile was carned sstern after the
collisicn by Lhe wash of the paddles of the Namoi
which slill went roond pretty qoickly, Ha deai
baving raldtosnyona thal thay wers trying to erois
thobows of the Namol, As m mattee of fact they did
oot alter lhelr coarse. Willlam Anstio Ecowles,
moater of the Namoi, deposed to haring been on
deck wher'the collislon occarred. Hin stemmer 1a a
large paddle boat 6f 509 tons registar, aad habsllaved

" couree [0 wake Talmaln,

be slackened speed, and nenr Uloe's Palat shaped bis
About a cable's leogth
from the Polat, ho walksd to the port slde of his
bridgn to sea that tha way war “clear (o frone, and
{all al that mament the ehie! officar reported m red
ight oo the slarbonrd bow, Walklog ta tha stac |
board slds agaln, bis Fret impression was that the
Ageooris ywea u sailing veese!, 8a bo taw nathing bat ‘
the red light. 1o oeed the glameen, howsrer, and
saw the whils fonm from the bows of the swall vase !
¢l which plalnly told him that sha muat ba golog at |
al urnl mte. Dy porting his helm It was avident |
thst ba would be golng Into Imwedlats daoger, tha |
vessel belng foor polots on hls starboard bow, Ax |
fasl ma he coald speak ho guva the order "bard & abar-
'b_o-n]" to stop ber sod go foll wpeed matern. Tha
Namol quicl‘l.-{ obayed ber bhelm, mod the engiaes
were aluo qolckly bandled. \When the small steamer
waa abogt 100 yords away, witoess called oat to bar
uruln “to bard a-port,” and ho beard his own
cblel clicer callog cut to slop her, Thern was no
re;ﬂ{, and the ather boat came towards them withogat
tlac cnluf speed. TWitness was blowiog hls whistle,
At tho time of the collision bls voasel wae goin
elightly abhead, bat tho puldle wheels ware atrlrlrel
He foond that Lwa of the crow af tha Agenaria wers
overboard and called oot tathem to * Kewp up,” anil
he wauld get them oa board dlrectly, Owing to the
manoer |o which they bad beea alawed roand by the
collision, five minotes elapeed befors ther wern
picked op,  Uoe of them climbed op & padidle wheal,
aod the other cangbion ta a rope,

Phillip G. King, a paasenger oo board the Namel,
tia chisl offioar, the second offlcar, chiaf enginesr,
sod soveral olher witnesses correborated the atato
meot of the captain,

Joseph Francls, the hoatawsin, sald that ooe of the
men whom they pleked op after the colllslon, told
bim that they werd Liplog to crosa the Namol's bow
bul [b wan too late, and they pot their helm gnt 1o
port, thinking all the while that the » proschiog ahip
was & scraw, in which caso they could bava got clenr
of It by shding aloog the ahip's slde,
discavered sha waa & paddis
board,

Tho varioos “witnesses wors sxamined acd crogs-
examinad by Mr Togers, who, lnrjrmcted by e
Munrice O'Eeefle, appeared for Onplald Koowise and
Mr Wenl, who waa [satroctled by Mr !nrtinm:'_ (LB
presented the captaln of the Ag=coria,

When they
boat they jomped orers

partly losored. He knew the barhoor wall haviog
traded to Bédn!y for Iueun.-nd 10 yeurn an maater of
& vemrel, Coming np he hatbour ca the LGth lnat,

The beand decidad to withbold thele dentalon antil
Monday altesnoon at Lall past 2. -look,

Sydney, Australia, Tuesday 30" September 1884 “The Daily Telegraph”
Namoi and Agenoria Collision

The Marine Board delivered it's decision on the recent collision between the steamship Namoi and the
steamer Agenoria yesterday afternoon, as follows:- The collision was caused by the wrongful act or
default of William Austin Knowles the master of the Namoi, in having committed a breach of the 16"
article of the steering and sailing rules, which enacts that — “If two ships under steam are coming so as
to involve risk of collision, the ship which has the other on her own starboard side shall keep out of the
way of the other.” Captain Knowles was therefore summoned to appear before the Board on the 6"
October, and show cause why his certificate should not be suspended or cancelled. To the master of
the Agenoria no blame was attached.

Sydney, Australia, Tuesday 7™ October 1884 “The Daily Telegraph”
The Namoi and Agenoria Collision

The Marine Board, having decided in the matter of the collision of the Namoi and Agenoria that Captain
Knowles, who commanded the former, had been guilty of neglect, he was summoned to appear before
them yesterday, to show cause why his certificate should not be dealt with. Captain Knowles answered
the citation, having retained Mr. O’Keefe to appear for him, while the Shipmasters and Officers
Association were represented by Mr. Johnston of Messrs Want, Johnston and Scarvell. Counsel
addressed the Board, which subsequently deliberated for some time. Captain Hixson, the president,
after addressing Captain Knowles, said that while taking into consideration all the merits of the case,
his excellent character, and the long period he had been in the service of the proprietors of the Namoi,
they were compelled, in view of the greatly increasing traffic in the harbour, to strictly enforce all the
harbour rules. They had, therefore decided to suspend his certificate for one month, dating from the
time of the collision.
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As it can been seen by the foIIowmg articles from the “Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate”
of the 21° May and the 5™ and 6" June 1885 that it wasn't long before Captain Knowles and the Namoi
were again in trouble. Once again Captain Knowles was found to blame for this second collision and
subsequent collision.

“Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate”, Thursday 21 May 1885, page 4, column 2
Sinking of the Grace Lynn

The following particulars are given in connection with the sinking of the schooner Grace Lynn on
Tuesday night. It appears she was entering the harbour about 10 minutes past 11, with her lights all
burning, and when in mid-channel on the starboard tack the steamer Namoi struck her just abaft the
fore rigging on the port side, slewing her right round, where she backed on to the rocks. The crew had
barely time to get the boat into the water and get into it when she listed over and sank on the port side.
One of the crew had a narrow escape from being drowned. He just had time to jump into the boat
before she went over on her beam ends. Not more than four minutes elapsed from the time she was
struck until she sank. All the mens’ effects were lost. The vessel is lying on the edge of a rock in about
15 feet of water, and rises and falls with the tide. It

was stated in yesterday’s issue that the anchor was let go; this is incorrect, as they are both hanging
from the cathead yet. The owners of the Namoi have been communicated with in Sydney, and until
something definite is received the schooner will lie where she is. The vessel was on a voyage from Port
Macquarie at the time of the accident, and freighted with logs. The Grace Lynn is the property of Mr. R.
Lynn, of Stockton, and is comparatively a new vessel, only having been launched at Stockton last
September. She is 70 ft. in length, 22ft. beam, and 7 ft. depth of hold, and is insured in the Hull
Association Insurance Company for £1000. A Marine Board inquiry will of course eventuate over the
affair in a few days.

“Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate”, Friday 5™ June 1885, page 4, column 2.
Marine Board
The local Marine Board continued it's enquiry yesterday into the recent collision between the steamer

Namoi and the schooner Grace Lynn, by which the later vessel was sunk. The taking of evidence was
finished and the decision of the board will probably be given to-day.

The above incidents are referred to by R. H. Parsons in his book “Paddle Steamers of Australasia”. He
says that the Namoi was an express passenger vessel with two funnels and rigged as a two masted
schooner. She was described as something of a “wonder ship” when she appeared on the run between
Newcastle and Sydney being quite fast and fitted with electric light. She was one of the largest paddle
steamers built for Australasian owners. She was somewhat overshadowed by the smaller but faster
Newcastle brought out by the opposition about a year later but was always a popular vessel with the
patrons. She had two owners, the Hunter River New S.N.Co.Ltd and from December 1891 the
Newcastle and Hunter River S.S.Co.Ltd. On Sept. 16" 1884, shortly after taking up the run, she ran
into and sank Agenoria, a Sydney Harbour steamer. No lives were lost. On May 211885 she was in
collision in Newcastle harbour with the timber laden schooner Grace Lynn. The schooner sank so
quickly the crew barely had time to escape. The Namoi was undamaged.

Apart these two incidents the Namoi led an uneventful life and for nearly forty years she left the Sydney
or Newcastle terminal at 11.30 pm and arrived at the terminus at 5.30 to 6.30 pm, much of this time
sharing the run with the paddle steamer Newcastle, also built by John Key at Kinghorn, Fife. Her great
length, 245 ft, eventually brought about her downfall. As the cedar was cut in ever increasing quantities
from the headwaters of the Hunter River, millions of tons of soil were deposited downstream. Over the
years this silted the river up until it was no longer wide enough to permit the Namoi’'s continued
passage in the river. She was withdrawn from service in 1925 and in December 1928 the “Fife Free
Press” stated that two years earlier , ie 1926, the Namoi was sold out of the service to C Swadling and
Son for hulk dismantling. She was scuttled at sea in the Sydney Disposal Area outside Sydney Harbour
Heads on the 16" June 1933.

(Sources, G.Andrews “A Log of Great Australian Ships”, the “Fife Free Press”, “The Raymond
Terrace Examiner” and maritime Heritage N.S.W., Australia )
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“Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate”, Saturday 6™ June 1885, page 4, cols 1 & 2

MARING BDOALD ENQUIRY,

e Marlne Buaed met vesterduy morning, and
ﬁz'it:'ﬂ.;-:lekm fn comneotion with the vecont
" oolifsion between the stesmir Naenob wnd {he
| sshonner Grave Lynn, The fullowing is the evi-

.’.";::aph Salmon depeactd : e wan the mnster of
| the sehoone Gracs Lynn, wnd wis su ou 150 nipht of
' the 10tk ult., when e collision ncenrred between
Dbisvessel and the Namor; about 10 o'ldek on the
nlght In question i vessel wad just inwile the
| senihern hreakwater ; 1t was o fioe clonr sirlight
ight, nod the wind wunuhllmrl?lg l\.&.'\‘\. .J“;“g{"
i, v ity Lie was ateering by

“:'hl u:-'l‘."i’.'li,rﬁ,ﬂg." .-?\'r".smhran: wus abreast of
INobby'e Mgl about 1050 o'clock, when d Invge
£ mer passed on e kohooner's starboard slde,
. bound aut; wax then in midschannel, abont nhreiast
‘of Nobby's light; after tho steamer passed, the
i 1 wia Lugked to the northwands, nod stosd
" closs aver to Nuorth Shore rod taeked nnuin_;
| tho Jendiog ligkta wero well open on his sesstl's
art hnnd 3 about five mimites alter henrd the Jost
of the ntramers; eould weo thuir Jights ol

the  Newensbe” parsed e Yessy'
"b%“lt]h‘; port=hinnil, just bEfrn he wot 1o
| the wochooner lylag e powdor  biey |

6 pamacd well plear: hee whisde was Blow §
'?!\u-u heard it Lefora and miter the steamer
passed 3 about theee minntes efter the Keweastle

P ih! Groes Lynn the collision ook ploco; thi

E Natosl atruck the Gmce Limn on the porl how
abarft the fore rigging, cultogiiliroagh nlus tpe

" slde planks, loomiog bhoard, and thres deelz pinks;
the srhooner Lauled right roned and boonghieh

- wrind on the part bow, and drified away
* rocks just the other side of the blue heacon
. mank within o fes mindtes ofier she waa' st
| thero werg oght men on hoard wl toll), ind 1
" gob away in their own boats saw the Ninioi b

o wharf; didnat know at the time i was the
' Mamoid, bl found wot alterwaids; whie Appedal th
bo going pretly fust wieo she s e he
- schouner ; the ng... an tho selouser wore in tha
main H.':&Im:: thoe el Dbt comad b O epnely
| een by tho Nnmoed, but not e precs one (he
“woon ba the  svbooder wore  making s pah
" nowe as ey eould far rome peconds hifan
| ahz stoppod lier enrines s it ahiotd 160 ynnli o thy
schooner tho Rumwi lond plenty of roo te
elther siilg of Uim vennd s the Neweasth w
40

Ju bn Lhe sonthwaisd of thae Janw! wh
passed; ot the tine the Mol struek the
wbn was abeenal of the rolooncr Teiag nt th
puoy. o little nheve hoe IFang il [rona the Hne

“ tho Noweustle paseei, the el AR

wury Dol o palut; Lhe <ehadter was « e
. rind, sud Bie TocElian wad nca L
qittle on the northern ¢ Uya

Samol T iyl e vf

i
schooper immedintely il
pasaad Ter; suw her tup 1
oud  whs | astonbshel e hee ©
fust, tho wind belng so light ; mmediniely

e green light; heard Captain Kunowies glve the |
ortae i starhonrd, nand alen heamt the vople to it
snw fhie relianer lmmediniely  showing hor 1ol
Hehite el then heard the cravh s henrtl Captain
Roowies eive U onder to wo full spesd astern
nliisst dustantly weitls the eoali s the sclisuner
-;rln.unul L b ot by b e Sast oy the Namn) wan
Ruling ont
Captain Willlnem Adnms depored @ To wae mantor
al the stepmer Nawenstls 3 remomlorsd s ﬂiFhl
of the Vet ule when the collbaban tenk plavee 5 left
the whie! at 114 pome, nnd took Chio usunl oolirse
oul uf thi hiirboud 3 nftere leavioge tho whard maw s
veil dight, bt eoald wol ok that e disbioeuinly o
wisnel 3 Jusl s Ber ted Hizhs nearly ahesd 3 cone
tinneil on' the samg eonese, ood when mear bhe
light=lip s i stlisonee on fle pord tack
stailing  onerisA  townrds Faint; on
peating the Heblahin e tho- sehooners she
b tath dights opoen; parted tho helm with s
vieow of erissing ber Lows befaro sho guthered
hewdwny, Kaowing  the Nomol was - following
4 the Nestenstheont, and 1hinkivg who 1nlght not soo
P vesuel & hud whistly bilowo shurp with o
i abive That there was something
ab ot follow, for ho wes of
B B lid Die could nut clear the sckoo-
T3 b Dty wure given as s eition nt
Tt Ve, wa it wis his iny jom he Tl hetter
by ol g nstorn of tho sehvengr ;) ty.do thal ho
Wbl hnvb e plarhoul s halnk worted the New-
et thew heley, il went (ol speed nliead with the
Vieow of erussane thie bows ol the suhooney, and to
glve hir plonty ol eaanrs slio wan abont 0 or 10
nrids ofl when ths Neweasle passel hor: wiliess

st whie euld o hivo auy wiy, bolug o stiws
ol bl gonu noous she Swhs heading whon we
wresedd oy woullil have gang aaroas thig chinp-

seltovner il not. have eroseed the
wotth! liave n Captatn K '
tu Lave {ollaveil lu onr wak

0 g ln hid oplnion Uwe o

linm-
tive the two
Tudt-floend i apruiel wna
arg tho thde wonid wet
O 1 il of Vb
nh phoow o the Lerhoar the

i Lkl fum it thind spot,
st o hos stnted s TEs was mnster
y il bewn 50 xears vt row anid 15 yonts
out of the Port of Neweustle, sk
wivart st 115 pn. no the night of the
the Newenslle had then just tamed
ntd, o go down thie chuenel’y st the thoo the
it Bt the whiel b owas swoding on the
storbuard pandile by, when they hove ot from the
ulhu of ho wis on the Lefige s Uit o etulil see
wieir ol the tnnel; e Hehts wers proporly
pharesd, and Wanodog Brightly we lar n b oould e s
36 W el wlear siuriipht olphity vhon tio vesys,
started froam o whart i under was boll speed,
the vessul's rate wlien going out of th laartwne ;
whien the Nomnl houlad trown Ahe wharf tha
Rewinat v wan abont or over 346 ntde nl ol tho
Nll“lllll', tha leapth ol the Nomol § it e
o Nuwe estle st (ally fone or tive leagth aliend
e nny wuteered it the winnl eounis ontil we gt
far crongh 1o rotiod ont elear of tha lightship; the
Nannet wan about wn the wike of the wwignatlo §
Bearid powbistle from e Neweastle, the apil=
wary whistle whea nntler Wiy
LW sl bldsts toim thn 3
bty were henrd the Neweastle wisi i Nt mure
hult-mny Gotween the Ugbitsblp and Stoaey
that thue shie wis potting bask inte the
i whien witness beand
wonstiv il gom
redd Tt in the
Bl hnppenal to
wEone 1o tho winriviard
w the Newoantie getting
Wis thit D Lvand the
e Wlists, nd innmalintely after waw noped
mnl green light, whith centinued aw, amil grvlunily
ahbig urer to tho sonil shores tien Judgid that it
e ateibing vorsel standivg in, sad knowing terg
Waa st Hood Ui nnd tha position the vesde)

TWAN coaping in the chaonel, nid KImwing tiv set o
fg?ﬂdn.-; thnt Bla st go aerors inte e santlo uida
ol thetokunnel ne fnat ua sbe eoull coiiu i, the
(Bhmol having very little way on her over the
{igrongd on secount of the mtrang Sl G, witino
e antinfiel thut the vessel wankd go far cnon
nveron the wouth sivde to lot Bty s the e
o Ly ebarboard buw , whivn b st siw the red
A AL ek Vary neacly abiead st tde waa sune
“raung fully four koots; the Numol was golug s
.ﬁ;w:qm tho groand that witnes: was Walting fore

*ﬂmxﬁl o get auross the elinnuel | ool it pass
Yiwews the Newenstle bnd dono ; wiler seciog the ol
Akt for w short thue saw both the green nud the vl
JHighta; they weee then benarime o Ml ou ihe

CNkmol'w” purt bow; the vessel wis gradinily gong
cover fownrds the south shore; the red ligie then

Hdisuppoured wliogethier; then gave Lhe onder Lo the
seeond offlesr at the wheel tostnrboard th holm ;
the urdor was obeyed to o ceriein o
witoess tuen had the Yasael's foreminst apen tu
south of her mainmest elght sbond of 1
(ut o ghigol angly, but before the helm w
10 gtarboand, kew tho sehonnee's mist conding i
Une again ; conntermmnded the vnle be sl pie-
wiven, woil genve the vodera Y hned o pogt, M
% wtop her,” ' full ppeel astern,™ wlb dn e bt
flraath ; tho ablef pificer on Hie Jouk-out o the
stle sang out * hned apact, 'l there won w
rod Tt ngadn 5 welille he wiis giving the urder It
was belng wareled ont @ withiesa waw the el light
b the mast eame in Jue s 00 B Lod eonthoad o
ghow Dis grean Nght witness's voiel wonll linve
‘gong elear; when he showed bis red Vgl wjgoin bis

abat ont the proen ono s witer the avdos
aport,” and Y go neters," which order was ol
1 v ooy Dad hoped that shi would o astern
[ujuiek “onough Lo provent s collisivo, but the tide
. the schooner fnws quick ak 36 dud, could
ot Cpet storh  woy on  her quick oceough g
tho - Nmmol wis  so  wear  stopped  that
3 “had “stern way by the land hut ot by the
Lwatery wnd then the collision tools place, which Wi
ey alie

5, 1R b i 00t fuel the shock ;i vessels
ceppurated 50 vees guiully that e pasties os boand
ceoild vot et hold of the lies; witoess iy
'gave unlent o clowr=ntiay the bouta; L boat-
swiln enad the chiof oiflcer, witds the crew, ta sl

o e boat, the hnatswnin fukiue ol

Tier: by ihin time the Namoi's hoad bl fallog o
Aar off tu the south that he was gearly deiftloz oo
toNu. 1. muoriug buuy ; witness (hets bl b oo
-uilern ;. her slern getting into elddy water o thu
portls rhore she came broadsidi on 1o tho dide oi
“une'siito and the wind oo the ather: the wisd uL
“this time win WL by NL ;o bad to et g3 the nachive

- o squero hoy op with the food tidi § the boat =it

the Nomoi and went to the assivance i the
‘echoouer do charge of the Loatswain sho tn

went round our bow, uteering fur the lightahip ; it

might be iwo  mbngses afier the collision
Aho wehooncr's greeu Il'){l:‘. anly was shewn from 3
0 4 points; sho st linve cume round hefore e
red Hght waa weew ) wis quite oloar thne b could
‘put _Il_l.‘c] huve attewpted 1o pass the schiuober on
D2 port Lhand ; wiw quate sure that i 8l cchonier
bind not altered her course at the thne shy wis
whowing ber greca Nght the Nameal would have
gone oloar of lier, 3
i Other witnesses were nlso cxamined.
- The following is tho decisfon ;—1¢ nppears froi
tbe evideues i Lhis case, Wit when the Neioi wis
piiss the Jightulip, Captain Keowles olaorvod o
‘sehooner's light siighily on Lha port bow, e then
5 tho order to starboand, bis Lefors it order
(was executped i was countermnnded, unl vhe onder
fd=purk, stop, aod full i antern werd givan,
i REhuoner was erosaing; ejnse-linuled on the
wtarbuard tuck, haviog oualy tiekod ono the
north shore. It waws threr quoier Bood (e
Wery hisht wind, and tho weliwnee liviayg
‘eourad - up  bhu harliour The 1Wanl  cun-
widered, nfter  very lensthened ocidena betig
taken,  that Capliin Kouwioa commitbed  an
grioe of Jndument in uwot stepping lis  eteduicr
whon he saw the schoanes's lights s olase,
-lh:mb:-_lnrnnglnu nrticles Nao, 15 and 18 of the
Bavigation acl, for prevontlos collistons ut bitn,
Tho Board consder that Captain Jnoseles whould
b censured for the error, sud censurs bim wce

cordingly.
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Feweastle Forning ﬁcraﬁﬂ & Pinery Advorate,

E\COR'FORATED W}TH ‘T‘E‘WC ASTLE CEI—‘.D'\'ICLE” ESTL“_'."LTSH'ED 1258).

TOLEM-NG. 5985 REDAY, MAY 1, 1585, URICE-TWOPENCE
.ﬂ . i ——— e - o r
. Q‘;*\_ A H.R.N.B.N. COMPANY.
- Hunber Biver New Bteam Navigation ST 5
Company. SPECIAL NOTICE TO PASSENGERS. |
NOTICE TO PAS rmmanna. P

This Company’s suporior Steamers will  S(I03Y Night Steamer to Sydney |

laave Newcastle for Bydney ss follows :—

The Namol TO-NI'gM at 11 ' TP'HE maogaificent Steamship NAMO ]
BATURDAY NTOET 8t 11 .ie....Maitlnnd (W. H. Knowles, commander) will
DoNDAY N1omT 8t 11 cevveciiisennsennnse Namoi Irnvo Newzastle for Sydney on SUNDAY |
TuEsDATY NiGmr nb 11 sats WRTSRsEe “ﬂiﬂ.ud NMGEHT NEKT. at11.

WepKEsDAY Nioar at'll ..........e....Namoi LOCHHEAD & Co.,
feurepiT N1gHT at 11............... Mpitland Agentls;

Frroiy Nigut ot 1l........ ceecoeeoo..Nomoi

tweamer from Sydney every night, Bnndny
pteﬂ.

ﬂDODS for Morpoth or Raymond Ter-
. raco received dail
SEocul Csbins or Onﬂmq Berths can be
od dail,

For all inlormntionrupooﬁn the Hunter
River trade, apply to .

LOCHHEAD & CO., i
2001 Agonta.
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YARD No.49

“CAHORS”
Official No. 89267
Launched 18™ September 1883

Australian Steam Navigation Co’s Wharf, Darling Harbour, Sydney, Australia - Cahors on right
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From “Fife Free Press”, Saturday 22" September 1883

THE LAUNCH OF THE CAH"O@‘

* ! Although in other parts of the coun”}g Ywhere,
during the pust two or thres years shipﬁyﬂding
has @velop&d to 80 large an extént, therd are not

ng evidences that the samé brisknesg which

awa .
Inﬂly»oﬂr"abﬁ;iaed tho Lanks of'our Lusy rivers
is nnrbeing' fully maintained, the activity

which has now for a considerable timo past pre-
vailed at Whytebank Engine Works and Abden
Skipbuilding Yard remaing unabated.  Whyte-
bitik is at present in course of extension, and ut
“ increased accommodation was not long ago
proﬂdu'&; and we are glad to see that there is at
prefent every prospect of thig cheering state of
matters being continxied for many 4 day t0'comé,
thug affording abuldance of workto the many
hondreds of men in the employment of the Messrs
Ty A 1 !
C',,_T.{nesday afterncon witnessed the launch of
another. me steamer.from Abden.. This
vessol, “which was named Cuhors,’ is built
entirely of steel, and is intended for the passen-
ger and cargo trade between Sydncy ancl‘Bri}bu:c,
which has of recent years ‘been very much
developed';and It is no little eredit'ts tho Mrdsrs
Key that in the flect of Australian vessels there
sare already no fewer than four steamors of thetr
construction plying between thoe differont ports
there. The Keilawara was fivst sont out for
Mesars Howard Smith & Sons ; then the Ranclagh
and the Glanworth were built to the order of tfm
Australasian Steam Navigation Company, and*
were designed to eclipse that of the rival eom any.
Next éame an order from Messrs Howard Smith
and Sons to build the Burwah, that superbly fitted-
up gteamer which left our port a few months ago,
q:_:i‘whmw arrival at Sydney we chronicled last
week. She, in turn, was intended to outstrip the
Ranelagh and the Glanworth ; but, notwithstand-
ing the satisfaction which these vessels have given,
the Cahors, which is for the Austrolusian
Steam Navigation Company, has been designed to
supercede them all, both. as regards her
attainable speed -and the comfort which will
be provided for passengers. Her length is 250
feet ; breadth, 31 feet 6 inches; depth 23 feet,
her gross tonnage is about 1330 tons ; and she has
been built to Lloly(l's highest class (100 A),
Accommodation will be provided for 60 first-clags
and 80second.-class passengers, and the vessel will be
fitted up throughout with electric li shting appara-
tus, besides being supplied with all the latest appli-
ances for the loading and discharging of cargoes,
mclud_ingb steam wenches and steam windlasses,
She will be supplied by her builders with engines
of 300 horse-power. nominal, the cylinders of
which will be 36 and 70 inches in diameter
resr};ectwcly,‘ cach having a stroke of 48 inches ;
and steam will be supplied at 100 1bs, pressure
from two double-ended eylindrical boilers, .

The old fashioned method of splitting the
blocks out behind having given place to the more
expeditious process _of clearing them away by
dynamite, the spectators, of whom there were
several hundreds, were not kept long in suspense

betore the signal was given to launch, 'L'he usual
ceremony of christening the vessel by breakin

the hnttf; over her bows was gracefully periormei
by Mrs Neville Cohen, daughter of one of the

dircctors of the Anstralasian Steam Navigation i

|

|
|

Company, and the Cahors glided majeaticaily off |

the ways and plunged into the Firth, She was
immediately taken in tow by two tugs, and under
the command of Captain Rifchie was brought into
Kirkealdy harbour, and berthed in the dock, She
will be fitted out for sea with all despateh.

Shortly after the launch the Mesars Key, along
with a few interested parties, adjourned to the
drawing office, where a service of calie and wine
was partaken of,

Mr G. A. Key proposed *Success to the
Cahors; and the Australasian Steam Navigation
Company,” and expressed the hope that the ship
would give satisfaction to her owners. (Ap-
plause,) He coupled the toast with the name

£

o .
~ Mr Edward A. Levy, the London agent of the
Comnpany, who, in replying, said it had been the
pleasure of the Company he represented to place
some valuable business in the hands of Messrs
Jodn Key & Sons, in whom they had the.utmost
confidence, and with whom he was always im-
pressed upon to place the contracts if possible,
He  trusted that prosperity would accompany

them, and asked the company to drink to their |

health, (Applause.)

My Bond, on bLehalf of the firm, thanked Mr
Levy for the kind wanner in which hehad spoken
of them, and assured him that it gave them great
pleasure to be engaged in work for the Australas-
ian Steamm Navigation Company. He then pro-
posed **The Health of Mrs Cohen,” vemark-
g that she had most successfully performed the
christening ceremony. (Applause.)

My Cohen replied on behalf ef Mrs Cohen. He
said that they had been well repaid for their

trouble in coming to see the launch, for they
never before had an idea of how casy, and at the

sametime how difficult, it was to get a ship into
the water. He hoped that the Cahiors would have
a long and prosperous career, {Applause.)

Mr G. A. Key submitted *“ The Health of Mr
Blackwood,” and took occasion to observe that
this was now the third vessel they had launched
for the Australasian Steam Navigation Company ;
while they had at present twe in course of con-
straction for thesame company. They had there.
fore carried out a great amount of work for them
during the last few years, They had always great
pleasure in dealing with Mr Blackwood, the
saperintending engineer of the Uumpnn;‘, in whom
the company found a good representative,  (Ap-
plause. ) '

Mr Blackwood, in acknowledging tho toast,
expressed tha hope that the Messrs Key would
atill continue to \Imil:l for Australin. (Appliuse.)
The longer they went on the swifter they made
tho wvessels, and when the Culors  reached
Australia there would probably be a sceond
Cahors wanted,  (Applause. )

The company then separated.
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From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1884/85

Name of ship - Cahors

Ship’s no. — 89267

Built — 1883, completed in September of that month
Built by — John Key and Sons

Description — Steel screw schooner with four bulkheads and two decks
Length — 250.71t.

Breadth — 31.6ft.

Depth — 20.71t.

Gross tonnage — 1254

Net tonnage — 541

Engines — Compound inverted 2 cylinder, 300H.P.
Engines built by — J Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy
Owner — Australian S. S. Nav. Company

Port belonging to — Sydney

Master 1884/85 — F. T. Kimpton

From List of Ships’ Registers Opened and Closed. PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR

July 1884

Colonial

Ship’s Registered

Name of ship — Cahors
Ship’s no. — 89267

Material built of — Steel

Port of Registry — Sydney, N.S.W.
Built — Kinghorn, 1883

Gross tonnage — 1254

Net tonnage — 541
Propulsion — Screw. 218 H.P.

From “Sydney Morning Herald”, Saturday, 20" September 1884. Under “Shipping”.

Arrivals.

Cahors (s), 1254 tons. Captain D. Walker, from Brisbane 17" instant — Passengers — Mrs H Gibbs, Mrs
Boyd, Mrs Nunn, Mrs Trouton, Miss Robinson, Miss Puide, Miss A Puide, Miss Costello, Mess
Whartson, Miss Murphy, Dr.Colquhoun, Messrs J. W. McLachlin, G Stafford, F.C. Hartridge, W.F.
Coote, J.Henderson, H.Gibbs, J. Sutherland, J.Boyd, A.Meyer, C.Tower, H. Curran, J.W.Irvine,
T.R.Johnston, Smith, F.Marshall and 40 in the steerage. A.S.N.Company, agents.

Customs House, Outwards.

The steamer Cahors left Brisbane at 10.30am on the 17" instant, rounded Cape Moreton at 5pm, and
entered the Heads at 3.20am on the 19", arriving at the wharf at 4am. Experienced fresh southerly
winds, squally, and heavy rain to Smoky Caps; thence to arrival fresh winds and fine clear weather.

Examples of the type of cargo carried by the Cahors:-

The “Sydney Morning Herald”, Saturday, 20" September, 1884 lists the following cargo imported from
Brisbane to Sydney - 35 cases of samples, 918 bags tin ore, 6 bundles skins, 10 cases pines, 50
hides, 1084 bags sugar and 100 packages sundries. For Melbourne — 16 cases pines, 18 bags oysters,
14 drums glycerine, 123 hides, 1210 bags sugar, 100 packages sundries.

The “Sydney Morning Herald”, Monday 29" September 1884 lists the following cargo exported from
Sydney and bound for Brisbane — 820 bags, 120 quarter bags, 708 half bags flour, 340 cases fruit, 60
cases bitters, 50 cases pickles, 10 cases onions, 180 bags potatoes, 130 bags chaff, 12 packages
spirits, 40 packages drapery and boots, 1 package tobacco and cigars, 5 cases drugs, 250 bars, 28
plates and 13 bundles iron, 54 pipes, 110 bundles fibre, 4 cases marble, 1 case opium, 25 cases
sarsaparilla, 38 ingots copper, 30 packages ironmongery, etc, and sundries: also a quantity of original
cargo from Melbourne.
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Copy of a cutting included in a scrap book kept by John Key a nephew of John Key, shipbuilder.
The newspaper in which the article originally appeared and the date of it’s publication was not
recorded in the book but presumably it would have been soon after the ship was wrecked on
the 10" June 1885. The newspaper was probably either the “Fife Free Press” or the “Fifeshire
Advertiser”. The writing to the side of the cutting is that of John Key, the compiler of the scrap
book.

| WRECK OF A MAIL STEAMER.

Full information has just been received of the wreck
ofithe Australian Steam Navigation Company’s steamer
Cahors, whilst having on board over 200 passengers and
o prew of 33 hands, The dispatch was received from
I'Bydney, from which port the vessel was goin

:j the time of the disaster, The Cahors was boun

Brisbane, and ran ashiore on a reef 15 miles wouth of
| the Richmond Heads at 6 p.m. on June 10.  Signals of
et distress were exhibited until midnight, when tho sieamer
‘Burmah hove in sight. Boats were immediately lowered

m ;ghe Burmah, but the sea wes too rough to admit
'] ol their going alungside the wreek. The yards of the
Onhors wete taken down to assist in the reecue. The
‘blady pessengers were placed in  coal Dbaskets snd
|-drzwua along a line until they reached the boats, The
male ssengers were lowered into the water and
then: hauled into the boate. Fortunute'y there was
1| no loge of life. The erew remained rn the wreck, but
(| were afterwards, with the exception of the eaptain,
and chief officer, taken off by the Government steamor
‘| Dione, which vessel also saved 130 bags of mails. A sub-
sequent measage atated that the Cahors would likely
become a complete wreck. She was one of the fincat
vaswels of the Australian Bteam Wavigation Company's
fAeet, béing built of steel and steamed Fast,

T s
/’%’;/7 %

s
F-2 L{-'t/ <

g =
Y tin

/j;;;,f_, Lt A rerk {ﬁ(_f.-z;.,_,_{ e

From List of Ships’ Registers Opened and Closed 1885-1890. PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR

August 1885

Colonial

Register closed

Name of ship — Cahors
Ship’s no. 89267

Port of Registry — Sydney, N.S.W.
Built — Kinghorn, Fife, 1883
Gross tonnage — 1254

Net tonnage — 541
Horse-power — 218
Wrecked — 10" June 1885

Source — Australian Ship Wrecks, Volume 3, 1871-1890, Jack Loney.

The wreck of the Cahors was subsequently sold for £500 and her cargo bought £240. The vessel was
not insured and the loss to the Australian Steam Navigation Company was estimated to have been
about £45000.

Although none of the passengers or crew of the Cahors were lost one man from S.S.Dione, which was
assisting with the salvage, was drowned when he fell overboard as she crossed the Clarence bar when
returning from the wreck.

The Marine Board of new South Wales concluded that the master of the Cahors, Captain D. Walker,
had navigated his ship too close to the shore and suspended his certificate for six months. The
certificate of the chief officer was also suspended for three months.

Captain D Walker, who was in addition the Commodore of the Australian Steam Navigation Company
fleet, was also in command of the steamer Auckland when she was lost off the Ninety Mile Beach,
Gippsland, Victoria in 1871.
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YARD No.50

“FITZROY”
Official No. 89544
Launched 30™ October 1883

“Fitzroy” at Coffs Harbour, Australia
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Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship — Fitzroy

Ship’s number — 89544

International signal code — RLMK

Description — Steel screw Schooner with two decks
Built — 1883 — Completed in October of that year
Built by J. Key and Sons, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage — 870

Net tonnage — 504

Length — 209.5 feet

Breadth — 28.9 feet

Depth — 18.6 feet

Engines — Compound 2 cylinder

Engines built by — J. Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy

Port of registry — Sydney, N.S.W.

Flag — British

Owner — Australian United Steam Navigation Co. (Ltd)
Master — G. King — Appointed to the Fitzroy in 1894

From “Fife Free Press” Saturday, November 3"’, 1883. Page 4, Col. 4.

wers served. Mr hey proposed sucgess to
the new ship, which toast having bean heartily
responded to, Mr W. M. Dow gavo the
health of Miss Bond, which was replied to by
Mr Bond, Mr Portecus, of Sydoey, New
South Wales, in giving the !Lnﬂ'h of the
builders, said he knew tho Australasian Steam

Licxen or 1ue ** Frrzrov."—O0n Tuesday
afterncon Mesars John Koy & Sons, engineers
and shipbuilders, launched from their yard at
Abden,

ACTOW

Kinghern, a  finely-modelled stecl
built to the order of the

Australasinn # Steam

ateamer,

Navigntinn Company,
Sydney, and intend:d for the passenger and
caryo trade en tha northern eoant of Australia,

On kznng tho ways sho ‘was christened
" Fitzroy " by Misa Kalo Bond, sister of ano
of the partners of Measrs John Key & Sons,
Thos following are tho dimensions of the
stenmuor, viz, :—Lenzth botween porpondicul-

are, 210 foot; breadth, 20 faot ; depth of hold
to main deck, 19} feet ; height in 'tween
decks, T4 feet; gross trmMgo about 870,

She it built to Lilyod's highest class (100 A1,

two-deck rule), and is to ba fitted up by tha
builders at Kirkcaldy with ongines of 160
horsa-power nominal, having eylindors 30 and
G0 inchen in dinmolor respectively, each with
& stroke of 30 inches, supplied with steam
from a stecl beiler ab a working pressure of
90 1bs,  Aceommodation will be provided for
70 first-class and 70 second-clasa passengers.

The Fitzroy is similar in condtruction t6 the
Ranelagh and Glanworth, built for the same
compAny.
builders, along with a fow friends, udJou.rnad{
to tha dmwm" :;Pm\ whera caka and “wina

Shortly nfter tho launch, ‘the!]

Navigation Company thoroughly, They had
done & gréat deal for Australia in taking ships
to allpartsof the colonies, theroby develop-
ing the teade, It maid much for tha builders
that this wos the fourth veesal entrusted to
them by this company.  Tho Messrs Koy had
earned A great namn in Australia, for in
addition to tha veascls built ts the company

mentioned they had senl out steamers
to the Hunter River Company, and
Messts  Howard  Smith & Sons: and

now he had much pleasure in placing an
order in their hands for tho Noweastly Steam-
ship Company, Sydnoy. During the
short Ltimo he lnd dealings with tho firm, he
had found that they fully bors out the good
name they had received from the Australasian
Company aid Moszrs Howard Smith & Sona.
Mr Koy, in replying to the toast, romarked
that his firm had elways had grmb ploasure
in dealing with the Australian companies, and
axpressed the hopa that severnl other orders
would come from the colonies. - The Filzroy,

which was towed into Iurkc:lldy harbour and
berthed in the dock, is to be handsomely
| ftted up. ’

Fifeshire Advertiser Saturday 12" April 1884

Kirkcaldy
The new steamer Fitzroy built by Messrs. John Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy went on her trial trip on
Tuesday and made very satisfactory speed.
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Various reports regarding the Fitzroy from the “Sydney Morning Herald”, Monday, September
29" 1884, under the main heading “Shipping”.

Reports

The steamer Fitzroy, form Cooktown, via ports, arrived at Brisbane at 1.30 pm on the 25t instant, left
again at 0.30 pm on the 26", and arrived at the company’s wharf at 3.30 pm on the 28", Experienced
strong northerly winds from Cape Morton to Tweed River, fresh S.W. gale with heavy head sea and rain
at times, thence to Camden Heads, and fresh S. W. winds with rain squalls and heavy southerly swell
from there to port.

Arrivals — September 28"

Fitzroy (s), 870 tons, Captain C. J. Nightingall, from Cooktown via various ports.

Passengers:-

Mrs. S. and Mrs. C. Hopkinson, Mrs. Rogers and child, Mrs. F. Laurie, Miss Rimmell, Mrs. W. Winkle,
Miss Nesbitt, Miss A. Bayly, Hon. B. D. Morehead, Dr. Nesbitt, Messrs. McBrane, A. Wimputon, W. B.
Kelly, E. J. White, A. W. Fisher, Captain McGregor, J. Worthington, S. Ord, C. S. Seager, Collis, J.
Living, Windson, W. H. Rogers, A Laurie, F. Manton, W. Smith and 30 in steerage. A. S. N Company,
agents.

Cargo
Fitzroy (s), from Queensland ports: 98 bales wool, 60 tierces tallow, 536 hides, 50 casks currants, and
50 packages sundries.

The Sinking of the Fitzroy

In December 1897, under the command of Captain James Grahl ,the Fitzroy embarked on a voyage
which would take her from Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, to Rockhampton calling at ports on the
northern coast of New South Wales. However, on the 11" December and due to a navigational error,
she ran ashore at Morna Point about 10 miles to the south of Port Stephens. She listed to starboard
and quickly filled with water before settling in the sand. All of the passengers and crew, 70 people in all,
reached safety.

(Sources; Australian Shipwrecks Volume 3 1871-1900, by Jack Loney; Maritime Heritage, N.S.W. )

Lloyd’s List Shipping and Mercantile Gazette

Monday 13" December 1897, Page 8, Col C

Fitzroy — steamship — Liverpool Dec 13™ 11:50am.

Liverpool Salvage Association report that their officer cables from Sydney that the Sydney Steamer
Fitzroy is ashore in the vicinity of where Adderley is stranded.
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YARD No.51
“CRATHIE”
(Later “SWANSEA TRADER?”, “TANCHIN”, “SAN IRENEO”,

“MARI ELVIRA”, “CASTILLO SANTACARA”, PUNTA LUCERO”)
Official No. 88858
Launched 27" November 1883

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship — Crathie

Ship’s number — 88858

International signal code — JGHO

Built — 1883 — Completed in November of that year
Built by — John Key and Sons, Kinghorn

Description — Iron Screw schooner with one iron deck
Gross tonnage — 481

Net tonnage — 272

Length — 160.4 feet

Breadth — 24.2 feet

Depth — 13 feet

Engine built by John Key and Sons, Kinghorn. 73 H.P.
Master — A. Gordon — First appointed to the Crathie in 1893
Owner — R. Carr and H. E. B. Adamson

Port of registry — Aberdeen

Flag — British

From “Fife Free Press”, 14" December 1883

Launch at Kinghorn

There was launched on Wednesday afternoon from the shipbuilding yard of Messrs John Key and
Sons, Kinghorn, a fine screw steamer of the following dimensions:- Length, 160 feet; breadth, 24 feet;
depth, 12 feet 9 inches. She is to be fitted up with engines having cylinders 21 inches and 42 inches in
diameter respectively, each having a stroke of 27 inches. She is built to the order of Mr W. T. Moffat,
Aberdeen, and is intended for the general coasting trade. On leaving the ways she was christened the

Crathie, and was afterwards towed found to Kirkcaldy Harbour, where she will be fitted out for sea.

(Lloyd’s Register of Shipping for 1883 records the master of the Crathie at that time as Captain

Stephen.)

From a list of ship registers opened and closed. PRO ref. Bks 387.2 GRR

March 1884

U.K. Steamers Registers Opened
Name of ship — Crathie

Ship’s no. — 88858

Material built of — Steel

Port of Registry — Aberdeen
Built — Kinghorn, 1884

Net tonnage — 315

Gross tonnage — 496

Propulsion — 73H.P. screw.
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Report from “The Times” 1:Feb:1895, Page 10, column A

IDENTIFICATION OF THE SECOND
STEAMER. '

The steamer in collision with the Elbehas been
identified as the Crathie, of Aberdeen.

Lloyd’s agent at Rotterdam, in answer tosa
tolegram sent to him yesterday morning asking
whother he could ascertain any particulars de-
seriptive of the vesssl with which the Crathiewas
in collision, replied as follows :—¢¢ Crathie
in collision with a big steamer with two funnels.
The collision took place between b a.m. and
6a.m., about 35 miles N, by W, 3 W, from
waterway.’’

A Special Service telegram from Reuter’s Corre-
spondent dated Rotterdam,Jan. 31,says :—In an
interview which I had to-day with Captain A.
Gordon, master of the steamer Crathie, which
returned to this port yesterday evening seriously
damaged, having come into collision with
another vessel in the North Sea, he made the
following statement on the subject :—

At half-past § yesterday moming the Crathio was
35 miles from the Nienwe Waterweg. The wind wasnorth
by west half west,and the weather was dark, but withoat
fog. The sea and wind were strong, When the collision
tookplacethe chief steersman was on duty. I was at the
foot of the companion, and was about to go on deck,
when 1 felt a very severe shock and heard a lond crash.
The water came pouring into my cabin, and X thought
wy ship was going to the bottom., I hurried on deck,
and the first thing I saw was a large strange ship across
the Crathie’s bows, Immediately after the eollision
the Crathie’s engines wero stopped and revemsed, I
was not able to distinguish the name of the other ship
on aecount of the darkness, but I was under the impres-
sion that the other steamer proceeded on her voyage,
We followed her for some distance, but scon lost sight
of her, the Crathie not being able to go full speed
owing to the damage she had received, her bows being
completely stove in down to below the water-line,
We lay to for about two hours, bat we neither saw nor
heard anythimg more of the other vessel. 1 feared my
steamer would not be able to keep afloat, but when wo
sscertained that there was no immediate danger we
made for Maassluis. The Crathie then came on here for
eaulking and necessary repairs, which it will take
sbout five weeks to earry out. The crew numbers 12
men, ooly one of whom has been injured,
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Report from “The Times” 1:Feb:1895, Page 10, column A - continues article

The mate of the Crathie said, in reply to my
inquiries :—

Yo were about 30 miles from the Nienwe Waterweg.

Although it was very dark, there was no fog. I was on
the quarter-deck, when I suddenly saw three lights
shead. The pext instant I pereeived a vessel painted
in a light colour and with two funcels, also psinted
some light colour, right across ocat bows. It was
fmpossible to avoid a collision. A difference of ten
yards, in our rste of apced,would have averted it, After
w6 struck the othor ship we could not get our ropes and
chains clear, and had to cut them. We heard no eries
for help or commotion. Immediately after the collision
the other ship showed blue and red lights, and we
returned the samo signal, which we understood to mean
that neither vessel was in need of assistance. The
captain of the Crathie was below at the time of the
xeeident, Our stoker, who was asleep, was injured by
some of the broken plates that came through the
sides of the ship. They toro off ono of his ears, and
he is now in hospital. I do not think the other vessel
was the Elbe, but I saw no name,
The bow of the Crathie has been completely
carried away, and there is a great gaping hole,
It was at 11 o’clock on Tuesday evening that
sho sailed from this port.

A later Central News telegram says :—There is
now no doubt that the steamship which ran into
the Elbe was the iron serew steamer Crathie, of
A berdeen. She is owned by Mr. W. Todd Moffatt,
who yesterday received a telegram from the
captain of his ship announcing that he had been
in collision with an unknown steamer. Hg
stalod that the bows of the Crathie were stove
in, and that tho vessel being in & sinking con-
dition he bore up for Rotterdam for ropaira,
Tho mate was on deck in charge of tho Crathie
when the collision oceurred, the captain being
below. The mate says thoro was & thick fog,
end it was intensely dark when the collision
occwred. He knows mothing whateoever of the
vessel ho ran into. The Crathio was so seriously

domaged that all the attantion of the srew was
taken Ilﬁ in making preparations o save theic
lives. ey backed away after the collision, and
the other steamer was almost immediately loat
to view. When thoy reached Maasinis the wero
in a condition. Mr. Todd Mofctt lott
Aberdeen for Rotterdam yestorday to make
further investigations. The” Crathid is of 47H
grosstonnage and is classed 100A1 at Lloyd’s, She
was built in 1883 by Messrs, Key and Sons at

Kinéhom. Her wmaster is stated to be Captain
A. Gordon,

The Central News representative showed the
survivors the statement made by the mate of the
Crathie, that a thick fog prevailed at tho time of
the disaster, but this assertion was oamphatically
denied by the officers saved. The English pilot
Greenham declared it to be ** a black lie.”  The
woether, ho eaid, © was quite clear. There was
no fog, and when on deck, the lights of fishing-
yassels could be meen four or five miles.offs - The,
lights of a steamor could have been ms easils
distingnished. When daylight came the smac
Wild Flower was plainly discernible, though some
distance away, and this at once disposed of the

fog theory.” "Other seamen made similar state-
ments.
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From “Sea Breezes” April 1934. Re the collision between the “CRATHIE” and the “ELBE” and
the subsequent loss of the later.

The Elbe left Bremen on what proved to be her last voyage on
January 28th, 1895, outward bound for New York, carrying fifty first and
second class passengers, 149 in the steerage, and a crew of 155, making a
total of 854 persons on board, in addition to the mails and a valuable
general cargo. The Elbe was commanded by Capt. Gossell, an experienced
and capable ship-master, and also had on board both German and English
North Sea Pilots.

The latter part of January, 1895, is best remembered by its intense
cold, for it will be recalled that the winter of 1895 was a particularly bitter
winter, and the waters of the North Sea were almost at freezing point.

It was only a few hours after leaving Bremen that disaster overtook
the Elbe with dramatic suddenness, for at 5-80 a.m., in the early hours
of January 29th, 1895, at a position 15 miles due East of Lowestoft Harbour,
the Elbe was in collision with the s.s. Crathie of Aberdeen, a small coasting
steamer of 425 tons, which was bound from Hull to Rotterdam.

A few minutes before 5.30 a.m. on that tragic morning, a sudden snow
squall swept over the face of the North Sea, lasting only a few minutes,
but obliterating everything in the vicinity while it lasted; it was these few
minutes that were fatal to the Elbe. With terrible suddenness the Craithie
loomed out of the snow squall, going fast at right angles to the Elbe. end
only fifteen seconds after she was seen she crashed into the liner amidships.

Plates cut through as if they were paper,

By a cruel irony of fate the Crathie had been built for the Baltic trade,
and had her bows strengthened for contending with ice. While the damage
done to her on this account was comparatively slight, the blow she struck
the liner was a terrible one, as the liner’s plates were cut through as if
they were paper, and it was instantly seen in the latter vessel that she
could not survive, as the high seas which were running all added to the
liner’s danger.

Badly holed in the engine and boiler rooms, and taking in water at an
immense rate, the liner took a severe list, her decks listing at such an
acute angle that the launching of the boats with perfect orderliness would
have been both a difficult and hazardous matter.

The Crathic somehow managed to get clear, and like a passing evil
phantom she disappeared into the darkness, but the Elbe had received her
death blow, Only twelve minutes after the moment of impact, the liner,
still listing heavily, went down bows first and disappeared beneath the
turbulent waters of the North Sea. Captain Gossell, the First and Second
Officers, and the North Sea pilots. all remained on the bridge till the end,
and went down with the ship. The fact that all the passengers and s
large proportion of the crew were asleep below at the the time of the
collision, no doubt added eonsiderably to the loss of life, as no less than
3834 lives were lost in this catastrophe.

Not much could be done in twelve minutes under such hazardous
and trying circumstances, and enly one lifeboat managed to get clear—
this had on board twenty persons. It is problematical, in view of the
heavy weather and the intense cold at the time, that they would have

survived ve:-!y long, but for the providential arrival of the Lowestoft
trawler, Wildflower L.T: 557, upon the scene. '
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A response to the previous article from a later edition.

Re Loss of Elbe in April Edition of ** Sea Breezes.”

As I was on the North Sea at the time of the accident, I was much
interested in the article in the April issue of Sea Breezes on the loss, on
20th January, 1895, of the *“ N.D.L.” liner Elbe, and as vou aim at
accuracy when possible, T should like to point out what I think are two
-errors in the narrative.

The article states that the Elbe was in collision with the Crathie
*“at a position 15 miles due east of Lowestoft Harbour.”  That is
obviously wrong, as had the Elbe been in that position she would have
been over 50 miles off her track followed by the German liners, which
was, and still is, from Terschelling Lightship to the N. Hinder Lightship,
and thence to Dover Straits. Indeed, that track is followed by all deep-
drafted steamers to avoid the ‘‘ Fells Shoal,’”” which lies right across the
direct track from Terschelling Lightship to the East Goodwin Lightship.

The Crathie was bound * from ** not *‘ to " Rotterdam, and had
left that port on the evening of 28th January. It was revealed at the
subsequent inquiry that, on the morning of the 29th, the Mate of the
Crathie left the bridge and went to the galley to make himself a cup of
coffee, leaving no one on the bridge but the man at the wheel, who was,
I believe, in a wheelhouse and unable to see properly. During his absence,
the Elbe came along, and as the Crathie was the ** giving way *’ ship, the
officers of the Elbe made no attempt to alter their course till they realised
the other ship was not getting out of her way, and then it was too late
to avert the collision. Whether there were any snow squalls at the time
and place I cannot say, but the Crathie certainly was to blame for the

collision. D.J.A., Liverpool.

From “The Times” 12" August 1895. Page 5, Column D.

THE COLLISION BETWEEN THE]
ELBE AND THE CRATHIE.
HAMBURG, Ave. 11,
The final sitting of the Admiralty Court at
Sremerhaven for the purpose of investigating the
cause of the collision between the Elba and the
Crathio took place yesterday. The procaedinga,i
which lasted for ten hours, concluded with the |
following finding of the Court :— |
** The blame of the collision between the Elbe
and the Crathie is to be uttributed to the mate
of the Crathie, who, immediately before the
occurrence, deserted his post on the bridge and
|| chatted with the look-out man in the galley.
|| The officor in charge of the watch on the Elbe
|| cannot, however, be ireed from the reproach that
he umitted to get out of the way of the Crathie
by timely manipulation of his helm or to attract
the attention of the crew of the Crathie by
signalling with his steam whistle. The orders
given by Captain von Gossel and executed by
the officers and crew of the Elbe for the purpose
of saving life are desarving of praise. That the
Elbe foundered in so short a time, causing
thereby the loss of 332 lives, is not attributable
to defects in'the construction, seaworthiness,
equipment, loading, or manning of the veasel,
but solely to the severe damage incurred, which
extended to watertight compartment No. 6 amid-
ships, so that two divisions were thereby flooded
with water. It is considered desirable that
regular boat exercise should be practised on all
large Transatlantic passenger vessels and that
the individual duties of the crew should be better
understood than has heretofore been the case.
There are no grounds for censuring the naviga-
tors of the Crathiein regard to their omitted
attempts to save life on the rapidly sinking
Elbe, as their vessel had sustained such severs
injury that there was justifiable fear that she
wouﬂ herself founder. The conduct of the crew
of the Elbe in the boat'is deserving of recogni-
tion,-and tho rescue of the shipw'reckad paoPIo
by the WildfAower merits the highest praise.”’—
Correspondont. P
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Over a long career the Crathie had many owners and several changes of name
(My thanks to Roy Fenton for the information )

18 March 1883 — Registered in the name of William T Moffatt, Aberdeen as “Crathie”

23 November 1895 — Sold to Ralph Carr and Henry E.P.Adamson, Newcastle

22 March 1897 — Sold to Joseph Constant, London

16 June 1897 — Sold to Marcus Samuel and Co., London

19 January 1899 — Sold to Marcus H. and John E. Matthews, London

26 May 1908 — Sold to the London Welsh Steamship Co. Ltd., London — Managers, Temple Thompson
and Clark. Renamed “Swansea Trader” the following day.

30 August 1912 — Sold to Furness, Withy and Co. Ltd., West Hartlepool.

27 May 1914 — Sold to the Greenock and Grangemouth Dockyard Co. Ltd., Greenock.

August 1914 — Sold to C. de Zabala, Bilbao, Spain and renamed “Tanchin”

1918 — Sold to Benito Martineez Peiro, Santander, Spain

1921 — Sold to Jose Fuente y Diaz Esteban, Oviedo, Spain.

1927 — Renamed “San Ireneo”

1928 — Sold to A.T. Vega, Gijon, Spain

1936 — Sold to lidefonso Irala, Bilbao, Spain And renamed “Mary Elvira”

1940 - Sold to Compania Trasmediterranea, Barcelona, Spain and renamed “Castillo Santacara ”
1941 — Sold to the Spanish Government and renamed “Punta Lucero”. Managers, Maritma Abra A.S.,
Bilbao.

1942 — Arturo Echevarria, Bilbao, Spain — new owner

1947 — Maritma Abra A.S., Bilbao. — new owner

1960 — Between August and October Broken up at Bilbao by D. Manuela Varela
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YARD No.52

“EURIMBLA” (Later “HIDE MARU”)
Official No. 89604
Launched 26™ January 1884
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From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1885/86

Name of ship - Eurimbla

Ship’s no. - 89604

International signal code - JNFS

Built - 1884

Built by - J Key and Sons, Kinghorn

Description - Steel screw steamer, schooner rigged
Gross tonnage - 1055

Net tonnage - 598

Length - 214.2 feet

Breadth - 31.2 feet

Depth - 19.2 feet

Engine - Compound injection 2 cylinder. 180 horse-power
Engine built by - John Key and Sons, Kirkcaldy
Owner - Australasian Steam Navigation Company
Port belonging to - Sydney, N.S.W.

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97
As above plus:-

Description - 1 deck and 1 spar deck
Flag — British

Information from Lloyd’s List Shipping and Mercantile Gazette
Friday 8th February 1884, page 12, Cols A&B

Launches

Eurimbla

Tonnage 1000tons

Steal Steam ship

Built by John Key and Son, Kinghorn

Owner - Australian Steam Ship Company

Port and date of registry - Sydney Jan 26th 1884

From List of Ships Registers Opened and Closed. PRO Ref. Bks 387.2GRR

July 1884

Steamers, Registered.

Name of ship - Eurimbla

Ship’s no. - 89604

Material built of - Steel

Port of Registry - London

Built - 1884, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 1055

Net tonnage - 598

Propulsion - 180 horse-power, screw.
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From Fife Free Press 3:May:1884

. ACCIDENT AT THE H.u.mrrn.—Dn Saturday
uftemoon, as the Eunmbh, the new ' vessel
lately launched from Kinghorn, was being
brought into the hsr\:-onr, » carpenter named |
John | Fletcher, - at Kinghomn, met |l
w:thmmdent. It appears that he huli
been, standing on thq rails at the bow of the 1

|
|

' vessel ready to throw the rope on'lhore, when
the boat suddenly aga.md'. tho pier, and
eluled_hin to loose i He fell on
{o the pierhead, » distance of 16 ‘o 18- feet.

tended to by
w'o?ndl"‘i'ﬂo

TRy el
1'. clod AR

konw

Crew of “Eurimbla” 4™ January 1885

Mariners and ships in Australian Waters
EURIMBLA
OF SYDNEY, W COTTIER, MASTER, BURTHEN 1055 TONS
FROM THE PORT OF BRISBANE, MARYB & BUNDEBERG & ROCK TO SYDNEY, NEW
SOUTH WALES, 4TH JANUARY 1885
Surname Given Station Age Of what Nation Status Comments
name
THOMSON T CHIEF OFFICER 31 BRITISH CREW
PETERS A A B 31 BRITISH CREW
TASKER w A B 28 BRITISH CREW
GEDDES w A B. 26 MONTROSE CREW
KERR JAMES A. B. 27  BRITISH CREW
MCCAULLY H A B, 26 BRITISH CREW
MORGAN R 2ND MATE 24 BRITISH CREW
SMITH CHAS A B. 48 HAMBURG CREW
SAUNDERS CE 45  BRITISH CREW
AMES W CHIEF ENGINEER 33 BRITISH CREW
KENNEDY F 2 ENGINEER 34 BRITISH CREW
DUREAD ] FIREMAN 24 BRITISH CREW
MCLEOD A FIREMAN 21 BRITISH CREW
LAING ] FIREMAN 31 BRITISH CREW
CUTHELL i ] FIREMAN 43 BRITISH CREW
DAVIS H DONKEYMAN 45 BRITISH CREW
JONES H FIREMAN 28 BRITISH CREW
RAKIE H 3 ENGINEER 34 BRITISH CREW
TANNIER C TRIMMER 26 BRITISH CREW
WHITHORN ¥ TRIMMER 31 BRITISH CREW
BUCKLEY b ] TRIMMER 23 BRITISH CREW
THOMPSON w CHIEF STEWARD 36 BRITISH CREW
HADDON b 2 STEWARD 36  BRITISH CREW
WILKS WR 3 STEWARD 14 BRITISH CREW
BLACKWOOD ] MESS ROOM 20 BRITISH CREW
STEWARD
DONNOVAN RP FORE CABIN 49  BRITISH CREW
STEWARD

YANG THOS CHIEF COOK 30 BRITISH CREW
JOHNSON 3 2 COOK 24 BRITISH CREW
LOCKYER T 3 COOK 28 BRITISH CREW
HATHERLY PR BED ROOM STEWARD 21 BRITISH CREW
PETTS ¥ BED ROOM STEWARD 21 HARWICK CREW
HAWKINS R PANTRYMAN 23 BRITISH CREW
WALLACE R 3 COOK 21 BRITISH CREW
PERCEY ] A, B. 34 TRESTRE CREW
CHRISTISIUS < A, B. 38 NORWAY CREW
FENNELL ] LAMPTRIMMER 29 BRISTOL CREW
OSTICK E BOATSWAIN 30 YORKSHIRE CREW
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Report of Accident to “Eurimbla” g™ May 1889

(No. 3833.)

“BEURIMBLA" (8.8)
AND
« KURRARA” (8.8.)

REerorT and Decision of the Marine Board of New South
Wales in the matter of s collision between the
steamers * Evamers " and Kverana.”

An inquiry wes held before the President, Captain
Hixson, and the Wardens of the Board, into the cir-
cumstances alrhand.ini a collision between the above-
named vessels ; and they ascertained that the ** Burim-
bla"” is a sorew steamer of 598 tons, registered in
Sydney, the property of the A.U.8.N. Company, and
insured. She was proceeding to sea with passengers
and cargo, from this port to Brisbane, on the night of
the 8th instant, at 7 p.m., when she came into collision
with the ** Kurrara” between the Heads, whereby she
sustained some damsge. The ‘‘EKurrara’ is a screw
collier, owned by the Osborne Colliery Company,
420 tons, registered infusl{dney. and insured. She wsa
inward bound with a cargo of coals, and received
considerable inju? to her port bow. The night was
clear and fine. No one wae lost or burt by the oc-
currence,

The Board reported that the collision was cansed by
the wrongful act or defsult of Jeremish Selmes, the
master of the *“ Eurimbls,” in committing & breach of
the 16th Article of the Steering and Sailing Rules.

Taking all the circumstances of the case into con-
sideration, the Board is of opinion that a repgl.mnnd,
and a caution to be more careful in future, will meet
its merits. The said Jeremish Selmes was therefore
reprimanded and cautioned accordingly.

(Signed) Geo. 8. Liwpeuay, R.N,
Secretary.
Sydney, 20th May 1889.

“Australian Shipwrecks, Volume 3” by Jack Loney
Collision Between the Eurimbla and the Lismore

On the 1st November 1891 the Eurimbla, bound from Sydney to Brisbane, was in collision with the
Lismore, a wooden schooner of 181 tons, off the Clarence River, New South Wales, Australia. The
Lismore was struck by the Eurimbla on the starboard side between the main and fore rigging. She sank
within a few minutes but all on board had time to transfer to the Eurimbla. As a result of an enquiry into
the accident the second mate of the Eurimbla had his certificate suspended for two months.

1905 change of name to “HIDE MARU”. Owner S. Koida.

Wrecked Suyon Bay 27" April 1907
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YARD No.53

“NEWCASTLE”
Official No. 88978
Launched 21% August 1884

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1887-1888

Name of ship - Newcastle

Description - Steel schooner rigged paddle steamer with 5 bulkheads, 2 decks and | awning deck
Built - 1884, completed in August of that month
Built by - J Key and Sons, Kinghorn.

Gross tonnage - 1251

Net tonnage - 587

Length - 264.6 feet

Breadth - 32.9 feet

Depth - 15.9 feet

Engine - Compound 2 cylinder

Engine built by - J Key and sons, Kirkcaldy
Owners - Newcastle Steamship Company

Port belonging to - Newcastle, N.S.W.

Master 1887/88 - W. Adams

Used in coasting service Sydney to Newcastle.

Information from Lloyd’s List Shipping and Mercantile Gazette

Tuesday 26th August 1884

Page 8, Col B

Launches

Newcastle on the 21st August a paddle steamer was launched from the shipbuilding yard of Messrs
John Key and Sons, Kinghorn . The vessel has been built to the order of Newcastle Steam Ship Co.
(Ltd.), Sydney, N.S.W.

Her dimensions are as follows:-

Length overall - 260ft

Beam 32ft 6in

Depth of hold 15ft 4in

205




Height between decks 8ft
Draught of water, loaded 11ft
Engines - improved style of vertical oscillating

She is expected to attain the rate of 16.5 knots. She is ventilated and fitted out with all modern
improvements, including Siemans and Swans electric light. She will accommodate 200 first class and
200 second class passengers. The vessel was named the Newcastle by Mrs Hall, wife of the manager
of the ship-building yard. The completion of the vessel was under the supervision of Captain William
Anderson, the company’s representative , who commands the vessel out to Sydney, N.S.W

The Yewnenstle Steamship Come
pireys New SHtenmer News
castle.

thrdze te 8 A0 Merald ) i

No better eridenes of the rapid proge
nmr being made by the costal trede oé the
colong eould b desived than the arrival ‘on

Tueadey of the Newesstle Stesmship Oom.

any's new steawer Nowcastle, which is

intendsd to run between the city she i

nemed after and the metropolis.  From what-

ever point of view tho Newcastle is looked at
or eritieally examinod, the result isin évery
way satisisetory ; and it is no exaggeration to
eny thatshe is certrinly the finest vessel of
the kind nvar bronght to the colonies, © The

Neweastle was built by Mesers. John - Key

and Sans, of Kirkaldy, Scotiand, aod ig &

stenl paddle steamer of 1252 tons: gross
register, her principsl dimensions - bein
lenpth 265 feet, breadth 82 foet B inches,
depth 23 feot 4 inches, There is accommods-
tion in all for 170 Rrst.class and 230 second
class passengers, besides the ususl officers and
crew space. The e -on hetween decks is
unuveunl, being B feet Sinches. Everything
hne been done to secure coolness and plenty
of fresh ir on board, and is the warm climate
where she will trade this is all-important. The
main saloon is a eplendid apartment, uphol-
stared in olive eolored veivet, with hangt

F‘bﬂ Nawcastle is fitted with two compound |
oacillating & ...um, with cylindors 53 and 10|
inobes in dismeter respectively and a 78 inch |
giroke. Steam to 100lb, pressure is gob up
I by four steel boilers, The construction of
3:30 epgines was superintended by Mr. James
\Matthowa who is now chief enginesr, while
{the whola vessel was designed and constructed |
'under the superintendance of Captain W.
‘Anderson, who has bronght the v rmal ont,
{The Newcastle is a very handsomely modelled
/ship, and bor large and moot beautiful saloons
‘e furnished elegantly, and great taste and
‘judgment are dinplayed in all tha arrange-
‘ments, particularly in the choice of woods for
the panelling, mirrors, upholstery &e. The
dnain  saloon is upholstered in olive
., with curtsine to match; the
'm' paloon in amber velvel, .vu!.h
\0ld gold curtains; and the ladiea’ boudoir in
1peacock blue, with curtains to match, In the
smoking room and deck cabins green embossed
‘haircloth, with curtains to mateh, hae been
cused with good effact. The handpaintings of
rlawers, &o in each saloon sre creditable both
id design and in execution, and the portraita
are well finished and striking. Two of the
in the main saloon contain paintings
.of the ship herself, from drawings ’“EP!“,‘.I by
th d On ta the New-

8 r
.au:tla leaving Strsit Point under full sail
with the words, * Her march is over the
| tain wave,” underneath), while the othor

manteh, The floor in laid with sncaustio tiles.
The ceiling ia covered with lincrusta walton,
gilded and decorated, which material has been
found most snitable for Australis, and has
hean used on buard wherever practicable, The
walls are panelled in various woods, including
walnat, rosewood, satinwood, teak, and:oak,
hand.painted, und the panels are alternated
with bevelled mirrors. In the centre of the
‘alosn are sofs sests, which, by an ingenions
arrangement, are convertible to tables at meal
times and into beds at night. The saloons,
staterooms, snd all parta of the vessel, are
fitted with the Swan incandescent electric
light on the Swan-Edison syslem. The dynamo,
which ia situated in the engiue-room, is driven
by a Tangye eugine, and supplise power for
250 lights. Attached to the state-room i4
every convenience in tho way of ", 4
tories, &c. The state-rooms are specially e

lighted and ventilated. A small bar: parlowr
opening off the saloon is also fitted with sofa
berths. Poeumatic bulls and apeaking ‘tubea
communieste all over the ship. The ladies’
saloon in eiluated above the main esloon, and

is most elegantly furnished. The I].plulllhri
work is in olive velvet, and the pansls) o

varionn woods, are beautifully painted: 9 The
roof and sides of tho wall are covered with
beautifully-ornamented lincrosts. Thﬂ‘ﬁiﬁ’
houdair, on the awning deck, is n.mﬂhn"hry
protty npartment, furnished in pescock blue.
The panelling and mirrors are similar to those
in the snloona.  The berths on this deck ‘are
ro arranged that two saparate berths only take
up the reom usaally occupied by one,”” Pric
vaey is thus secured without sacrifioing space.
There ie alro o bandsome smokingroom on
on this deck, and s house for Muir and
{nldwell'a etenm stesring pear.  The entrance
to the second-cines eabin is further forward.
1Tere tho bortha have been arrangsd in three
tiera, and b5 o nrrangemont of partitions and
Aaare the Indica’ and pentlomen’s onarters
‘will always pe dwtnet, no mattor how tha
ona sex may happen o exened the other in |
numbara. The warpiog gear for drawing the
ataamer closs to the quaya is driven hy stonm

I'.lhon-lut. off Nobby’s, and the worde, Her
‘homo is on the deep,” painted, are appended.
“he vessel comes into port in excsllent order |
.after her long voysge, and the engine room is |
. picture of neatness and order, showing that
Al compsuy have made no mistaks in sending
My Mathews home. 1ionly remains to add

dhat the Newcastle is schooner-ri and
Thas three funuels. Altogother she s a credit

4o in Anderson snd the eompany. and
Ahere is bat little doubt that she will soon
hacoma » favourite in the trade for which sha
irmed. OF the voyage Captain Ander- |

iy ‘
.gonreporta that the Newcastls left Leith on |
Yorember 10th, called at Dover, Portland,

[{3ibenltar, Port Baid, Bues, Aden, Colombo,
';s.anﬂmi.Pina Thuraday lelsnd.  After
! tha Newcastla had fo

lawring ith 1
':,uubmd I:i‘th very stormy westher in
‘the North ses and English Ohanael, which
tried hes sea-going c%nnlitin yory savercly, and
‘with' the most satisfsctory results. 8he bad
remarksbly fine weather across the Bay and
along the Portoguese Coast to Gibraltar,
whare au easterly gale was met H"Iﬂ!, which
Jdetainod the ehip 70 hours, not being eble to |
got alongeids conl hulks. Bho had bard
easterly wasther, increasing to & gals, whkizh |
lnsted for three days, in the Moditerranesn,
whea the Wawcastle wan woeply laden with
coals, and gie proved :.umlt' 2 vory gnqr‘. (L
bont. Strong ﬁeﬂ. winda were experienced
in tt;aRedBes. and strong N E. maonsoon 1n
erossing the Arabian Seas. The weather was
anssttled when ccoivg the Bay of Rengal,
also after leaviog NDBAPOTE; FeIy unsettled
N.W. monsoons and much wat wer tlhvr being
o:-pm:ianced to Thuesi sy Tsland, I ]'i";1nn tn
abrest of Tncking Poirk fine N.13, winda p‘r'r.»“
vailed, The wind then ¥¢ gred roun 1 to th
g, blowing & hard gale, with very high seas,
and 1rated until arriving at Sydoey on Tuer
day aftornoon. The Nowcastle was barlhﬂl
st the Compaoy's wharf. [We understan’
that the Newcastle will pmblbl{ leave Now-
cnstle mext Friday pight, on her first trip
thenea to Sydney].
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The newspaper cutting on page 206 was sent to me by the Newcastle Region Library, N.S.W.,
Australia. The name of the newspaper is not given but they have dated it 31st January 1885. An
almost identical report appeared in the “Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate” on
the same date.

From the Sydney Morning Herald, Monday, 16™ February 1885

The N.S.S.Co’s new steamer Newcastle returned to Sydney early on Saturday morning after an
experimental trip to Newcastle to thoroughly test the machinery with full boiler power. It was intended
that an engineer’s trial trip of five hours should be made in Scotland, but it was deemed more
satisfactory to defer it until the vessel’s arrival here. Owing to its having been found necessary to
disconnect one of the circulation pump engines on the trip to Newcastle, and in consequence of a
stoppage of 36 minutes to cool one of the main bearings on the return trip, there has been no test yet
of the Newcastle’s wharf to wharf time. On the trip north the bearings could not be thoroughly tested, as
the perished coal need ( taken at one of the coaling stations on the way out) did not generate a full
steam power; but on the trip from Newcastle with different coal the bearings were subject to a crucial
test, and with the exception of the one above referred to, everything was satisfactory. On the day trip
the distance between outer Manly Beach and Nobby’s was run in four hours and on the vessel’s arrival
at Newcastle she was visited by a large number of citizens who were unsparing in their eulogies alike
on the symmetry of the hull and of the elegance of the accommodation, seen to the best advantage by
the electric light, which was turned on to all parts of the ship after nightfall.

From List of Ships Registers Opened and Closed. PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR.

Registry opened March 1885

Colonial

Name of Ship - Newcastle

Ship’s no. - 88978

Port of Registry - Newcastle N.S.W.

Built - Kinghorn, 1885

Gross tonnage - 1251

Net tonnage - 587

Propulsion - 500 horse power paddle steamer.
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From Fife Free Press 15:September:1928

T EY OB L SO e e e
%& s LAST_OF THE: ?Anm;g
S B Gl oo
SRR nuﬂ.‘rc? .lqi-m xn' il il
S Mr. Ba.lfDUr H. ﬂmikha 636:19' Hew Bomh
Wélha fast of J hn Key
of JO 8 ocean
#énger bosis ofi thHe 11&11&&%
grl-d.dhs steamer ‘‘Newcastls,”
woastle and Hunter Biﬂr 8.8, Comp;ny
nd of 1251 tons gross fegister, snd 24T foot
t“ Iang:th—-—h;, o sold 4o tbq ‘hip..
For soma hme the, "Rewmtle

;r arity in dnéy after
orth lm‘;nd od %zoe i

- k ssago. Her j ion L
;’o?-t '?n_.ck%o_ri._‘l:.!tlll' vivﬁa&. theé: minds of.
.the shéllbicks of the waterfrontl, With Her
i, o B el St
8T
creaied[ ‘madel, favourable comment, as she
passed-up the fairway from Brdney He’dl
wFE”}mré‘yHm ‘gxa Fewraston™ haa bes
¢ Fox. fo - m i n
thaprid th:mgindihehuhads
‘carpet. . With the ntmost
m and: qthundreds - thou-

g passengers, have mad ‘mid-
Dig i tnp n her between Sydn aq:ud New
castle,” im. &ll- w ars and: o thJ

face of,ﬁrong aoulh-omrly g&les. . Bhe
was 8 fsvonrite Situpday sftern excur.

sion’ boa "‘wﬂn awkesfury River and
+Port’ Hac si;h!-mln' her two
Lc:c:n:u:al.'n:liorhl frap doeh, feet in width,
gave: he;x s d!ﬁinbt over present:
dl.y ,at.e “career the

ﬂ.l.p[ﬁp at hundreds
3 0_1 ht:

T-wo,yaln ag ’aﬁe "N'qgnni " a.llo s paddle
[ steamer ' bnilt- by John EKey for the same
gompq;y ‘was sold ouf. "of t.he l.emoa for,

th
'dsy 11’i&v::1 ﬁale m Yor nmimm A%‘:

tuhah Fifers. of. th ~ecaloniel ° 1
m dge 1o see_. thm did . Pife-bailt
ts uippoqﬁ!fg hom tba coast;. buf,

e-liko we. pﬁdo -‘on . having"
éoiféd song, for Bd'i&ﬂ _no steamers
o a olap rior to. .T ey's havg yet
“Eoo oh ths Sydney K'ewcastle

2 I'Q'ﬂ. = % i o

208




THE END OF AN ERA

From Fife Free Press 6th September 1884

K isondry Srrptiiored ¥ arp—Prorossn
Lrxirep Compaxt.~—The prospectus has buen
issued in conrection’ with 4 lmited - compsny
which is being fotmed to aqquire'the ﬂngmeef
irig and shipbuildine workq st Kirkealdy and
Kinghorn, ns. presently. i
John Key & Sons, :The c3pital is .£4;a 000 in
4,500 shared ofi£10 each (of which 4t is not
mlendbd ta'eall ﬂp—n!am t “§ per sham}
Mt Jdmbs Pollard,, CLA~, dinburgh, has ex-
aniined the Messrs .Ke; s 1 “from the com
mencement of the presént| firm;’ ahd rep'r{!

i that durmg ’tha ‘first twq, years of’ the "firm

| certain concyasmns, wers ade to, customers

involving losses upon, thr a}upn ‘amounting-
to over £20,000; whiloto fnet thé increasing
dertrandh of the business tHe firin erdeted atf

d.monal works ‘at &, cost! of ful]yT.uIi 000.

On the other hand, durmg the laat two yebrs

the firm's profitd havg: bien st ‘the- tats of

£7000 per)' armuin:’ 4 s beherb&_ that
wﬂh. ‘the ** adn\nl&g&a : w‘fu.chl au.ﬁﬁctenl
capifal,, would‘ give, the profitsc: of -the
business:; would - v be. . - eatly > - increased;

but even'if’ the future profit raw te xmmm!
ofily. to ]vﬂf thgt pam there would be, A

ax ailable. dividend of, 10 cant on the:

up capitak of: the: company.:" There is’ slso
annexed ~eopy “of a véport{ by Mr'Johi '*T'Oi‘a
man, 6f Medsrs Johri ‘Fgrnmn.& Co.. (thl
kr}uun prgineers. and .boilsrmakers, in” Glas-
gow), who estimate the value of the-engive-
works and thus sh.tpbmldm.g ya.&] and 'I.ha P[’!‘g :
tierein;at £1 954, WIS {ia prics being pad |
by the é‘ompany for tha whols, including:the |

good will of the ‘bmmm in onlr £20,0000 .
Mr George' Andreir Key, tha senion p&rt'nel“’f '
Méssrs Joﬁn ](ay & u.s, undqr who;?l?J‘.“.’ !
niediate superrision the b '

hean.qanducti-d; and thre hv]:oaef

inflaenth antl wp’nt.ahbh A7 8: ki Iddt ll:fé
predsnt 'ro.fug.b!é &m ". _"q‘ﬁ%ﬂ E,H:.'
Bdsn Requized, hay ameda o join

after, the farmationof -thp o-mpmy'md

continue §o talée thd potstn _uapahﬁgonﬁgﬁi
of the bu[ﬂm"'fqg' D.Q;I?\t f\"&l
mn;dmdr’ .ﬁp \ in’;the, i |
ma ’1-?5:'59 lﬂ ib-""‘"&m'
price;: £20,000{ “cof¥ 4f rigte Jhysﬁgﬁ
mtgui%sﬂos' AR e QIXIRg MG
WP, vinde i s prowaiis, |

-capital fom: ndogtakig

AT i Sy

B8 S

9. langieay
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JOHN SCOTT & COMPANY
1886 - 1900

From Fife Free Press 29™" August 1885

"

| THR PROSPECTIVE RE-STARTING of Kinghorn
shipbuilding yard is the most welcome piece
of news that has cropped up lately. The first
keel to be laid down is that of a passemger
,ste.a.mer for service c}ueﬂy as a pleasure beat
on the Firth of Forth. The ‘vessel, spacious
!.nd well appemted in every way, is to be
bul]t of steel, and’ will equal in point of mag-
mﬁceneo the fine pleasure steamers that ply
on the Clyde.. We hope the keel will not be
Iong laid befors Mr Scott has secured other
'reu_gh to lay down alonguda of it, and that
iery shortly the yard at Kinghorn will once,
.mom become the hive of industry which it
wu only two or three years ago, Ou the
"Clyde there is again.much activity. Many
yeasels are in course of construction, in illus-
tration of which we note that-no fewer. than

three were sa’ one diy, this week, sant into

-_'t.he waler. [
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YARD No.55
“EDINBURGH CASTLE”
Official No. 91088
Launched 6™ April 1886

From the “Fife Free Press” 10" April 1886

S — — | thuss present were A @ Scott, builder; Mr
.. PRTH OF FueTh. |I M P. Galloway, Leith s aiF Aitkes, Leith ; Mr
I-‘\nldl ome ateel paddle stearmer, which hag | bu:&[gc:' 6:1;::?;1', é‘:ﬁ? ,a"‘!.?r I;Ia.rbI;:fd'mahxﬁ:,
cobrse of constroction for some months in ' Buratisland ; Mr Young [-co..sulting erfgineer,

Sir Joha Sestt & Co., Kingh | onder whose superintend the semscl Las beea
of Messta Joha Co., Kinghora, built ; Me Watflin, Fife F

bee.
rge ; Me Hall, mana-

the _ i

was s \ifu'ly launched on Toesday afteencon ger of the yard; Mieses (Falloway, Leich; Mrs

in pres. . 0f & large snmber of spectatore. The and Miss Galloway, Burpgi”lénd ; Mra and Mies

new ves | buiit to the ocrder of Mr M. P, Scott ; Mra Poo'e, Eastbapk! ; and Mra Wakelis,
Sinclairtown, sl 2B

;m}"té drink success
:d—the **Kdiohurgh

Galloway £ ith, and is istended for further : i [
opening uy'* the Firth of Ferth ports to pleasure. Me Scott wished the com
B BE, 5 i . i to the steamer just lannchfed f
seckers ane Ordinary passeogers during the sum- Caat'e.” Ho asked therp 1§ c0uple the toust with
Yior dimensions are 165 feet long,- | thenumae of Mr Galloway, t managingowner, and
| it'might be really said thadl| e was the designer
of the steamer) (Loud@pplause.) = They bad
dooe a'l they coold to mallc her to hi.s':-.al.:'.fw
& hicu is named the * Edipburzh | tion, and that it H‘c;ulll s Out. 8o, aad prove &
é:fu:t?r‘.‘:‘ﬁ?b::without doubt the best pmseeu;:r | Breat success, was, he waflf ture the desire cfall
steamer on the T rth, and o expense hasbeen  Present, . (Loud applansefl | - B
Lo atiractivedndconvenientinall The toast hﬂ"iﬂg‘bﬂd a:tily responded ‘o,
essentislfgatnresk, Measra Seitt & Co. srefittiogup Mr Galloway said he hallt 1o thank them all for
the vessel's mach §ueTy and boilers, which are now the hearty and appreclatif Foner in which they
o0a board, and it i¥ ¢Xpected that ehe ehall attain h‘ﬁ-leiqouded to the toof#tWishing the ncw ahip
% high rate of ape d.  The enginea are disgenal Buccess. | He could onlufftdy that his connection
sucface condensing Pﬂliuderfiﬁ in%} di:lmEk‘..tr. L] 1ndeed; - (Lot | T{fg:::alm‘lmeﬁlr;
i “iler is of the Haystack typ applausey | ; 1ad 1
ingh stroke. The Jiod 4%t donoall he had sacd, sas ght bad ho doubi whes
the vessel was finished it

bes in diameter, and 14 fees b
£ pressuie of 65 lbe. per uld be a credit toall

r is fitted np with ellegunt concerned  (Loud appls l:r.] The great thisg
with ladies and gentlemen's Bow would be to get pfedty of money for the
pacions dining cabins under .hmhﬂl-dler!. and perh they would repeat
eft. 'The upbolstery cabin another alom  (Loud ap

mer months, a !
20 fect broals and 7 feet deep. The routest
PPESBA‘.mnfL'J,‘_i out for the new vensel ix hetwesn
Leith, Anstryt 5ery Elie, Largo, and North Berwick,

la se.)
to be furnished by Messrs Mr Galloway, in 'gﬂir,ig the heulth ¢f the
anex, 77 Sounth Bridge, builder, said it was to bP”“‘ retied that there was
1is 10 be lighted up with | B0t another one or two 5418 0 the stocks, but
tus ! for whick is beicg (D@ was certain more wbuld socon follow. (Ap-
Bemset & Co,, Glusgow,  Plause) | Hin acquaingdcd with Mr Scott had
tted with'patent steariog o0 shost, bat frum whAt b bad hearg and se
| : capstans, patent steam- -him hy was céaving®d that he was/ quite the
| gear/ steam and ‘hand Eth b ?"‘ P right magin the right Ims-—‘npp]g'ng’g}—nﬁdif
| cooking apparatus, apdy 3 the latest imp thpn?nei-]l e tgt'o- oW bica hii'ppuhliﬁl

{ % and comfort of passen-
| ments for the convenien ﬂaapel s roald 800N spread, (A plagse.) ||

| g=7n. The ceremony of| Di'wing the ve I . ) 4 |
gracefully perfmm,g by Miss Scott, Easthank, Mr suitably rep, “The Ll.cllle 1 wnb!cd
[ Kirkealdy, ' After the ) vertel took” the watera uithtﬁnb‘q DEopoes i
. splendid “view Bf her 07§ cbtained, and her oy _.m!,ﬁ_ hhkd & l;tigr' il

| appearance was much wd{ 2F2d by thoee present 7 :’:z. aor !  Cjuehten, ||
| immediately” after 1hl> lluach an sy e, LIz Beopa
| ment was made to ond’ the hige lofts . Other orate £ of
where cike and wine | #@® served.  Amosg s .,,‘t: 'L_pt':?‘,

Putterson, Nmith, &
Edioburgh, - The v
| elegtricity, the appa
| sapplied by Messrs He
| The Yessel Is also to be

ong suitably replied.
wbicl]i th uon':pul'

|
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An extract from the Galloway Saloon Steam packet Company’s timetable of sailing for the week
ending the 15th August 1897

ROETER 4 Edinburgh Castle
The up-river service timings varied to suit the tide. On four or
five days per fortnight the roster is reversed and the steamer sails
from Stirling in the morning. A variety of coaching tours are
operated in connection with the steamer at Alloa and circle
tickets are available with the North British Railway.
Intermediate calls are made at Queensferry, Charlestown,
Bo’ness and Kincardine.

Mondav Lve Leith gam for Stirling. Return from Stirling 12.15pm,
Alloa 1.30pm
Tuesday Lve Leith gam for Strling. Return from Stirling 1.30pm,
) Alloa z.30pm
Wednesday Lwve Leith romm for Stirling. Return from Stirling 2.30pm,
Alloa 3.30pm
Thursday Loe Leith 1oam for Stirling, Return from Stirling 3pm,
Alloa 4pm
Friday Lve Leith 11am for Stirling. Return from Stirling 3.30pm,
. Alloa 4.30pm
Saturday Lve Leith 11.30am for Stirling. Return from Stirling 4.30pm,
v Alloa 5.30pm
Sunday Lve Leith 12.30pm for Alloa

Lve Alloa 3.30pm for cruise to the Windings of the Forth
LveYAlloa 5.30pm, Kincardine 5.50pm, Bo’ness 6.10pm for Leith

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Edinburgh Castle

Ship’s no, - 91088

Built - 1886. Completed in April of that year
Built by - John Scott and Co., Kinghorn
Description - Steel, steam, paddle sloop
Length - 160 feet

Breadth - 20.1 feet

Depth - 7 feet

Net tonnage - 51

Gross tonnage - 158

Port of Registry - Leith

Flag - British

Engines - Diagonal engines built by Scott, Kirkcaldy.

From List of Ships Registers Opened and Closed 1885-1890. PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR.

May 1886

U.K. Steamers Registered

Name of ship - Edinburgh Castle
Ship’s no. - 91088

Material built of - Steel

Port of Registry - Leith

Built - Kinghorn, Fife 1886

Net tonnage - 51

Gross tonnage - 187

Propulsion - 85 horse-power, paddle
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From PRO Ref. BT165/55. Vessels reported as having been wrecked, sold foreign or broken up
during 1916.

Name of ship - Edinburgh Castle
Ship’s no. - 91088

Propulsion - Steam

Sold O.H.M.S.

Summary of Service

1886 - April 6th - Launched for M.P.Galloway , delivered on the 8th. and transferred to the Galloway
Saloon S.P.Co. on June 8th. She was the first member of the fleet to be built by Messrs. J. Scott of
Kinghorn .

1892 - Began pleasure sailings on a Sunday in 1892 which led to complaints about this desecration of
the Sabbath not only from religious organisations but also from other sources. Both the Town Council
and the Forth Navigation discussed the matter but the cruise was allowed to go ahead. On the return
journey of the initial Sunday sailing many of the passengers wanted to disembark at the Abbey hoping
to avoid being seen disembarking at Shore, the main stop. Those who did get off at the Shore,
including a number of prominent citizens and church elders,

were welcomed by a group of three thousand protesters. Her normal Monday to Saturday route took
her from Leith to Stirling and Alloa with intermediate calls at Queensferry, Charlestown, Bo’'ness and
Kincardine.

1916 - June 28th. Requisitioned by the Admiralty for minesweeping duties in the Firth of Forth.

1918 - April. Sent out to Murmansk where the British Expeditionary force was fighting the Russians and
served as ambulance support between Archangel and the hospital ship “Braemar Castle” .

1919 - Sept 29th. Was left behind at Murmansk when the base was evacuated . After efforts to find
coal to fire her failed she was blown up in order to prevent her falling into enemy hands.
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YARD No.56

“HALCYON?” (Later “CUXHAVEN”)
Official No. 94300
Launched 18" June 1887

“Halcyon” at Yarmouth 29 August 1905
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Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Halcyon

Ship’s number - 94300

Description - Steel paddle steamer with one deck
Built - 1887 - Completed in June of that year
Built by - John Scott and Co., Kinghorn

Engines built by - John Scott and Co., Kinghorn
Gross tonnage - 553

Net tonnage - 323

Length - 209.2 feet

Breadth - 26.2 feet

Depth - 9.1 feet

Owner - General Steam Navigation Co.

Master - W. L. Bone - first appointed to the Halcyon in 1894
Port of registry - London

Flag - British

Extra information from “A Century of Sea Trading, 1824-1924” Curnford

Engines - One compound 2 cylinder steam engine
N.H.P - 250

From “Shipping Gazette and Lloyds List Weeklly Summary”, 14" June 1887, page 389, col. E

Launches

Halcyon — On June 18" a paddle steamer was launched from the Abden Shipbuilding Yard. She has
been built by Messrs John Scot and Co., engineers and shipbuilders, Kirkcaldy, for the General Steam
Navigation Company .Dimensions, length 220 feet, depth 9 feet.. On leaving the ways the vessel was
christened “Halcyon” by Mrs. Marshall and was afterwards towed round to Kirkcaldy where she will be
fitted with 6 c.c.engines of 250 nhp. The vessel is built of mild steel and is expected to attain an
average speed of 18 m.p.h.

The Halcyon was one of five paddle steamers built by John Scott between 1887 and 1889 for the
Thames and East Coast services of the General Steam Navigation Company. The company were trying
to free themselves of the adverse reputation they had acquired following the Princess Alice disaster in
1878 when 640 people drowned after she was struck by the collier Bywell Castle. She and the other
four, Mavis, Oriole, Laverock and Philomel were all very similar having one funnel forward of the bridge
and two masts one of which, the mainmast, was later removed. The hulls and funnels were originally
painted black but were later changed to buff with the funnel having a black band added at a later date.
They replaced the company’s old paddlers on the coastal resorts services with ships of a class which
had never before been offered to Londoners. The ships ran day excursions to the Kent coast and to
France and were in great demand in 1889 the year of the Paris Exhibition. During the summer months
they also ran excursions which took them from London Bridge and the other landings down to Tilbury to
Clacton and Great Yarmouth on the East Coast. Passengers would stay overnight at Yarmouth leaving
at 8 o’clock the following day for the trip home.

In August 1889 Halcyon came off the better following a collosion with a tug near Wapping. The
Sunbeam, as the tug was called, sank but the Halcyon was unharmed. No lives were lost in the
incident.

On August 3rd 1903 Halcyon was on the return leg of a Yarmouth excursion sailing back home to
London when when her steering gear broke in heavy seas forcing her passengers to transfer to the
Southwold Belle who had come to their aid.

In 1904 the Halcyon was sold to the South of England Steamboat Company only to be taken back the
following year when her new owners went out of business. It is not clear whether she had not been paid
for, whether there may have been a clause in the original sales agreement or whether she was actually
re-purchased by G.S.N.C.

In 1906 and sold to the Hamburg-Stade-Atlander-Linie. She was renamed Cuxhaven and used as a
river boat on the Elbe.
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In his book “South Coast Pleasure Steamers” E. C. B. Thornton states that, although not proven, he
believes that in 1894 the Halcyon was chartered by R. R. Collard of Newhaven for South Coast work.

In 1912 Cuxhaven was deleted from Lloyd’s Register .She continued her career on inland service in
Germany.

As far as it is known her final fate has not been recorded.

C1905 postcard of Hastings Pier clearly showing the “Halcyon” Booking Office
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YARD No.57 and 58

“EDMUND” and “ALEXIS”
Official No.
Launched 1887

Information on the “EDMUND” and “ALEXIS”
Launched 1887

These were two steam hopper barges built for work on the Oporto, Portugal Breakwater construction
each having a gross tonnage of 110.

Reference to an Edmund was found on the microfilm of the 1887 Lloyds List. (I cannot be absolutely
certain that this is the same vessel as the one built at Kinghorn as the actual Lloyds List for that year is
not available at the Greenwich Maritime Museum Library. The name Edmund is bracketed with Edmond
and among several entries for the year 1887 are the names of two masters - H.H. Burns on the 31st
March and Copeland on the 16th September.

An Alexis is shown in the 1887 and 1888 Lloyds Lists the microfiim of which can be seen at the
Greenwich Maritime Museum Library.

Miramar Ship Index

Described both as “Floating Cranes”. Identity Numbers — Edmund 15564 and Alexis 1895
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YARD No.59

“MAVIS”
Official No. 95420
Launched 24™ May 1888
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Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1888/89

Name of ship - Mavis

Ship’s no. - 95420

International signal code - KSCM

Description - Steel paddle steamer, schooner rigged
Built - 1888

Built by - John Scott and Co., Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 537

Net Tonnage - 280

Length - 210.3 feet

Breadth - 26.3 feet

Depth - 9.4 feet

Engine - One compound direct acting 2 cylinder steam engine. 250 HP
Engines built by - J. Scott and Co., Kirkcaldy
Owners - General Steam Navigation Co., London
Port of registry - London

Flag - British

From Lloyd’s Shipping Gazette and Lloyd’s List, Friday 25th May 1888

Launches

On the 24th May Messrs J Scott and Co., Kirkcaldy (sic) launched from their shipbuilding-yard a steel
paddle steamer for the General Steam Navigation Company, for the Thames passenger service. The
vessel is built of mild steel, is 215 feet long, 26 feet broad, with a draught of 9 feet 6 inches, and
engines 250 horsepower. She was named the Mavis by Mess Ellis, daughter of the company’s marine
superintendent.

From List of Ships Registers Opened and Closed 1885-1890. PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR

June 1888

Registers opened, steamers

Name of ship - Mavis

Ship’s no. 94520

Material built of - Steel

Port of Registry - London

Built - Kinghorn 1888

Net tonnage - 280

Gross tonnage - 537

Propulsion - 250 horse-power paddle steamer

The Mavis was one of five paddle steamers built by John Scott between 1887 and 1889 for the Thames
and East Coast services of the General Steam Navigation Company and, as was the fashion with the
company, was named after a bird. She and the other four, Halcyon, Oriole, Laverock and Philomel were
all very similar having one funnel forward of the bridge and two masts one of which, the mainmast, was
later removed. They all had saloon decks extending the width of the vessel and carried forward of the
paddle boxes. The hulls and funnels were originally painted black but were later changed to buff with
the funnel having a black band added at a later date. The ships ran day excursions to the Kent coast
and to France and were in great demand in 1889 the year of the Paris Exhibition. During the summer
months they also ran excursions which took them from London Bridge and the other landings down to
Tilbury to Clacton and Great Yarmouth on the East Coast. Passengers would stay overnight at
Yarmouth leaving at 8 o’clock the following day for the trip home.

She was taken out of service in August 1909 following the introduction of P.S. Golden Eagle and in
August 1910 she was sold to Pockett’s Bristol Channel Steam Packet Company Limited under whose
colours she sailed until the end of the 1913 season when she was withdrawn from service and laid up
until 1915 when she was sold for scrap. and broken up at Briton Ferry, West Glamorgan.
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From “The Times” , Wednesday August 19th 1903, P9 Col.6

Boulogne Excursion Steamer in Danger

A Reuters telegram from Boulogne dated yesterday, states that the General Steam Navigation
Company’s excursion steamer Mavis, which left Boulogne at 10 o’clock yesterday morning on her return
journey to Margate and London, was unable to weather the heavy seas outside Boulogne and was
obliged to put back. When about 4 miles out of Wimereux the MAVIS nearly foundered. She was struck
by a sudden squall and heavy seas broke over her stem, swept the decks, stove in the doors, swamped
the cabins, and flooded the engine room. The captain, fearing that the fires would be extinguished, put
about, and with great difficulty returned to the harbour in the teeth of a south westerly gale. Seventy
passengers have been landed at Boulogne.

Merchant Ships Wrecked, Broken Up or Sold Foreign - Pro ref BT167/55

1915 Mavis - Official no. 95,420 - Steamship - Broken up
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YARD No.60

“ORIOLE”
Official No. 95435
Launched 23™ June 1888

Flar and Jrarbonr, HKurwich

PS “Oriole” G.S.N.C. at Harwich
(PS “Oriole” left and PS “Merrimac” right)

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Oriole

Ship’s Number - 95435

Description - Steel paddle steamer

Built - 1888

Built by - J. Scott and Co., Kinghorn

Engine - Compound 2 cylinder

Engine built by - John Scott and Co., Kirkcaldy
Length - 230 feet

Breadth - 27.6 feet

Depth - 9.8 feet

Gross tonnage - 643

Net tonnage - 387

Owner - General Steam Navigation Co.
Master - G. F. Fishenden - First appointed to the Oriole in 1893
Port of registry - London

Flag - British

From “Shipping Gazette Weekly Summary” 29th June 1888

Launches

Oriole - On the 23rd June there was launched from the shipbuilding yard of Messrs. John Scott and
Co., at Kinghorn, a paddle passenger steamer named the Oriole, built to the order of the General
Steam Navigation Company, London. The dimensions are; - Length, 236 feet; breadth, 27.5 feet; and
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depth, 10 feet. The vessel, which is built of mild steel throughout, is fitted up with diagonal compound
engines of about 300 Nominal horse power, and is expected to attain a speed of 20 miles an hour. All
the latest improvements have been introduced. The vessel will be engaged in the passenger traffic
between London and Margate.

The Oriole was one of five paddle steamers built by John Scott between 1887 and 1889 for the Thames
and East Coast services of the General Steam Navigation Company and, as was the fashion with the
company, was named after a bird. She and the other four, Halcyon, Mavis, Laverock and Philomel were
all very similar having one funnel forward of the bridge and two masts one of which, the mainmast, was
later removed. They all had saloon decks extending the width of the vessel and carried forward of the
paddle boxes. The hulls and funnels were originally painted black but were later changed to buff with
the funnel having a black band added at a later date. The ships ran day excursions to the Kent coast
and to France and were in great demand in 1889 the year of the Paris Exhibition. During the summer
months they also ran excursions which took them from London Bridge and the other landings down to
Tilbury to Clacton and Great Yarmouth on the East Coast. Passengers would stay overnight at
Yarmouth leaving at 8 o’clock the following day for the trip home.

Oriole continued on the Yarmouth service until 1905. In 1912 she was sold to a Dutch company and
reduced to hulk.
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YARD No.61

“CLACTON” (Later “AIDIN”)
Official No. 94393
Launched 8™ May 1888

The vessel shown above was originally “Clacton” until 1896/7 when she became “Aidin”

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1888/89

Ship’s name - Clacton

Ship’s no. 94393

Description - Steel paddle steamer

Built - 1888

Built - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn

Length - 189.5 feet

Breadth - 22.2 feet

Depth - 8.3 feet

Gross tonnage - 241

Net tonnage - 55

Under deck tonnage - 220

Engine - Compound 2 Cylinder, 200HP

Engine built by - J. Scott and Company, Kirkcaldy
Port of registry - London

Owners - London, Woolwich and Clacton-on-Sea Steamboat Company Ltd.
Master - Jones - since 1888

From Lloyd’s Shipping Gazette and Lloyd’s List, Friday 11th May 1888
Launches

On Th. 8th May there was launched from the shipbuilding yard of Messrs John Scott and Co., Kirkcaldy
(sic), a steel paddle steamer for the London and Clacton-on-Sea passenger service.
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This vessel on leaving the ways was named the Clacton by Mrs Scott. The vessel was launched with
all her machinery on board and her steam up, and sailed into Burntisland. Her dimensions are as
follows:- Length, 195 feet; breadth, 22 feet; depth, 8 feet 6 inches. She is fitted with all the most modern
appliances for the comfort and convenience off passengers. The saloons are well ventilated, with a
long promenade deck above. The vessel will be commanded by Captain Jones.

From List of Ships Registers Opened and Closed 1885-1890.

June 1889

Registers closed

Name of ship - Clacton
Ship’s no. - 94398

Port of Registry - London
Built - 1888, Kinghorn
160 horse-power

Sold Foreign — Turkey

Extra information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Ship’s name - Aidin

Former name — Clacton

Description - Steel paddle steamer, sloop rigged
Owner - Idarei Massousieh

Port of registry — Constantinople - Flag - Turkish
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YARD No.62

“EPIDAURO” (Later “ELLI")
Official No.
Launched 4" December 1888

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Ship’s name - Epidauro

International signal code - HGLO

Description - Steel screw schooner with one deck

Built - 1888 - Completed in December of that year

Built by - John Scott and Co., Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 358

Net tonnage - 178

Length - 148 feet

Breadth - 22.8 feet

Depth - 10.9 feet

Engine built by - John Scott and Co., Kirkcaldy

Owner - Consorzio di Nava Vap. Ragusea (T Cossovich. Mgr)
Master - S. Golubovich - First appointed to the Epidauro in 1895
Port of registry - Trieste

Flag - Austro-Hungarian

From “Shipping Gazette Weekly Summary” 14th December 1889, page 791, Col 3

Launches

Epidauro - On the 4th Dec. a screw passenger steamer was launched from the shibuilding yard of
Messrs. John Scott and Co., at Kinghorn. The vessel, which is of steel throughout, is 155 feet in liegth,
23 feet in breadth, and 10.5 feet in depth, is built for the Consorzio Vapore Epidauro, Austria. She is
fitted up with triple expansion engines, the working pressure on the boilers being 150. On leaving the
ways she was named the Epidauro by Miss Ressich, Leith. She will be taken to Leith, whence she will
sail for Trieste.

In the Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1897/98 the ship is still named Epidauro but in the following
edition she has been re-named Elli. The only other differences listed are:-

Owners - P. Cosmetti

Master - N. Maniades - Joined the ship in 1899

Port of registry - Piraeus

Flag - Greek

Deleted from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1903
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YARD No.63

“SCOTTISH MAID” (Later “COLOMBO”)
Official No. 94529
Launched 19™ January 1889

From list of Ships Registers Opened and Closed 1885-1890. PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR

May 1889. Opened Steamships

Name of ship - Scottish Maid

Ship’s no. - 94529

Port of Registration - Aberdeen

Built - Kinghorn 1889

Net tonnage - 51

Gross tonnage - 122

Propulsion - 45 horse-power, screw steamer

From “Shipping Gazette Weekly Summary” 25th January 1889

Launches

On the 19th Jan. there was launched from the shipbuilding yard of Messrs. John Scott and Co.,
Kinghorn, an iron screw trawler named the Scottish Maid, built to the order of Messrs. Robert Brown
and Co., Aberdeen. The following are the dimensions:- Length, 100 feet; breadth, 20 feet; depth, 10.5
feet. She is fitted up with vertical direct acting compound engines of such a kind as to render her one of
the most powerful trawlers afloat, and is expected to attain a speed of 15 knots an hour. She was
launched with steam up, and sailed to Burntisland without the aid of a tug.

From List of Ships Registers Opened and Closed 1885-1890. PRO Ref, Bks 382.2 GRR.

December 1889. Registers closed, steamers
Name of ship - Scottish maid

Ship’s no. - 94529

Port of Registry - Aberdeen

Built 1889

Gross tonnage - 122

Net tonnage - 51

Horse-power - 45

Sold Foreign (Portugal)

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Colombo

International code - HHWWQ

Master - A Franco

Description - Iron built screw steamer, ketch rigged and with one deck
Dimensions and tonnage as above

Built - 1889, completed in January of that year.

Owners - Bensaude & Co.

Port belonging to - Lisbon

Flag - Portuguese

Engines built by - John Scott, Kirkcaldy
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YARD No.64

“LAVEROCK?” (Later “VILLE DE ROYAN”)
Official No. 96594
Launched 30™ May 1889

BOULOGNE-SUR-MER, — Le « Laverock

de la ligne Boulogne-Londres; v

= RORTEALY, = Lo Fafeir ' Falle de Wozan® dy L2 Cempapriie Hoedfopuns(lotan = TR - fugy

|
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From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Laverock

Ship’s no. - 96594

Description - Steel paddle steamer, schooner rigged
Net tonnage - 284

Gross tonnage - 544

Length - 120.2 feet

Breadth - 26.2 feet

Depth - 9.4 feet

Engine - Compound diagonal 2 cylinder
Built by - John Scott, Kirkcaldy

Master W. Cotton

Port of registry - London

Flag - British

From List of Ships Registers Opened and Closed 1885-1890. PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR.

July 1889

Steamers Registers Opened

Name of ship - Laverock

Ship’s no. 96594

Material built of - Steel

Port of Registry - London

Built - 1889 Kinghorn

Net tonnage - 284

Gross tonnage - 544

Propulsion - 250 horse-power paddle steamer.

From Shipping Gazette Weekly Summary June 7th 1889 , page 359.

Launches

On May 30th there was launched from the shipbuilding yard of Messrs. John Scott and Co. at
Kinghorn, a paddle passenger steamer built to the order of the General Steam Navigation Company.
Length, 216 feet; breadth, 26 feet; depth, 91.5 feet. The vessel is of steel, and has compound direct-
acting diagonal engines, electric bells, and bow rudder. She is to be employed in the passenger traffic
in connection with the Paris Exhibition, and is to be placed on the passage between London-bridge and
Boulogne. The vessel was launched with steam up, and on leaving the ways was named the Laverock
by Miss Sinclair, daughter of the representative of the General Steam Navigation Company in Scotland.

Extra information from “The Steamship” Journal 1% August 1889

Under heading of “Trial Trip “ — Licensed for passenger traffic between London, Yarmouth, Margate,
Ramsgate and Boulogne. — Underwent her official trial trip on the Thames on 21st June 1889 — Had a
previous trial on the Forth where her engines were tested by the builders.

The Laverock was one of five paddle steamers built by John Scott between 1887 and 1889 for the
Thames and East Coast services of the General Steam Navigation Company and, as was the fashion
with the company, was named after a bird. She and the other four, Halcyon, Mavis, Oriole and Philomel
were all very similar having one funnel forward of the bridge and two masts one of which, the mainmast,
was later removed. The hulls and funnels were originally painted black but were later changed to buff
with the funnel having a black band added at a later date.

The ships ran day excursions to the Kent coast and to France and were in great demand in 1889 the
year of the Paris Exhibition. During the summer months they also ran excursions which took them from
London Bridge and the other landings down to Tilbury to Clacton and Great Yarmouth on the East
Coast. Passengers would stay overnight at Yarmouth leaving at 8 o’clock the following day for the trip
home.
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From Lloyd’s Register 1908/09

There is a note alongside the entry for Laverock which reads “Now named VILLE DE ROYAN see no.
13 in the supplement”. Extra information from the supplement is as follows:-

Name of ship — Ville de Royan

New owner - Cie Maritime Bordeaux-Ocean

Port of registry - Bordeaux

Flag - French

The “Ville de Royan” ex “Laverock” was broken up in 1922.
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YARD No.65

“PHILOMEL”
Official No. 96608
Launched 11™ July 1889

Fectivcod Pawvows Powt 1908

i
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S840
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Passengers on board the “Philomel” 13" July 1908 on a trip from Fleetwood to Barrow for the Lakes.
(Taken from a souvenir card by Sankey of Barrow)
The “Philomel” had been acquired ny Furness Railway from G.S.N.C. the previous year.

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1890/91

Name of ship - Philomel

Ship’s no. 96608

Description - Steel paddle steamer, schooner rigged
Built — 1889

Built by — John Scott and Company

Gross tonnage - 662

Underdeck - 422

Net tonnage - 320

Length - 236 feet

Breadth - 27.1 feet

Depth - 9.5 feet

Engine - Compound diagonal 2 cylinder, 300HP
Engine built by - John Scott. Kirkcaldy

Port belonging to - London

Flag — British

Owner — General Steam Navigation Company

From Shipping Gazette Weekly Summary 19th July 1889, page 455, col.2

Launches

Philomel - On July 11 a fine paddle passenger steamer was launched from the shipbuilding yard of
Messrs. John Scott and Co., Abden, Kinghorn. The vessel, which has been built to the order of the
General Steam Navigation Company, London, is of the following dimensions:-Length, 242 feet; breadth,
27 feet; depth, 10 feet. She is built of steel throughout, and is fitted up with triple-expansion engines.
She is one of five built at Kinghorn within the past few years for the same company, and is in many
respects the finest of them all. She is expected to attain a speed of 20 miles an hour. She was launched
with steam up, and was conveyed by tug to Granton. On leaving the ways she was named the Philomel
by Miss Cumming, daughter of Mr W.C. Cumming, Resident Magistrate, Mount Frere, South Africa.
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The Philomel was one of five paddle steamers built by John Scott between 1887 and 1889 for the
Thames and East Coast services of the General Steam Navigation Company and, as was the fashion
with the company, was named after a bird. She and the other four, Halcyon, Mavis, Oriole and Laverock
were all very similar having one funnel forward of the bridge and two masts one of which, the mainmast,
was later removed. They all had saloon decks extending the width of the vessel and carried forward of
the paddle boxes. The hulls and funnels were originally painted black but were later changed to buff
with the funnel having a black band added at a later date. The ships ran day excursions to the Kent
coast and to France and were in great demand in 1889 the year of the Paris Exhibition. During the
summer months they also ran excursions which took them from London Bridge and the other landings
down to Tilbury to Clacton and Great Yarmouth on the East Coast. Passengers would stay overnight at
Yarmouth leaving at 8 o’clock the following day for the trip home.

In 1907 the Philomel was sold to Furness Railway and used on the Barrow - Fleetwood service.
Although the railways continued to operate paddle steamers in the twentieth century co-operation was
gradually replacing competition. As an example of this for the very modest sum of 5/3, equal to 26p,
passengers could leave Manchester at 8.55am, spend 1hr 15mins on either the Philomel or Lady
Evelyn on the passage from Fleetwood to Barrow then go by train to Windermere for a 45 minute sail to
Bowness before walking back to Windermere to catch the return train to Manchester.

From “The Times” Saturday 30th July 1898. Page 12, col. A.
Accident to Steamer

One of the General Steam Navigation Company’s boats, the Philomel, broke her steering gear off
Margate yesterday afternoon. She was crowded with passengers, who were anxious to get to land, the
weather being rough and the sea choppy. She was taken in tow by the Koh-i-Nor and eventually tugged
into Ramsgate by the tug Aid, arriving just before six.

In 1913 she was sold to T.W.Wards yard at Preston for scrapping and broken up in November
of that year
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YARD No.66

“SCOTTISH QUEEN”
Official No. 94539
Launched 29" October 1889

From the Fife Free Press 2nd November 1889

o Lavsc oF A SteaM TrRAWLER.—On wasda?e-
moroing there | sas launched f:om the yard of |
Mesers John Scott & Co., Kioghorn. a steel screw |
trawler, 100 f.| losg, 20 5 beum, and 11 5: deep.

' She is ficted with-triple expansion engines and

_large boiler, working at 160 lhs, pressure per|
tquare inch, She isclassed at 100 Al at Lloyds, |

. und builf very| much ih excess of their rules,

- Her outhit, fish-carrying holds, &o., are of the most

| improved kind. The owners are Robert Brown,

. Eeq., and. others, Aberdeen, for whom Measrs

! Scuct built a sister vessel, theT ** Scottish Maid”

s)me months ago. The ceremony of namiag'tbe

versel the ' Scottish Qaecn,” asshe glided iuto |
the water, was performed successfully by Mrs |

Brown, wife of tke owner.” The ** Scottich |

Qacen” was launched with steam up, and on

lesving the ways steamed up the Firth, and after |

adjusting compasses and coaling at Burntlalang, i

lelt the sams evening arrivieg in Aberdeen Iu

| about ?ﬁiho;mu_ from lochkeith,

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1890/91

Name of ship - Scottish Queen

Ship’s no. - 94539
Master - W. Warman

Built 1889, completed in October of that year.

Built by - J Scott and Co., Kinghorn

Material built of - Steel

Description - Screw schooner rigged trawler with one deck

Length 100.3 feet
Breadth - 20.1 feet
Depth - 10.7 feet
Gross tonnage - 125
Net tonnage - 40
Owner - R. Brown

Port belonging to - Aberdeen

Flag - British

Engine - Triple expansion three cylinder, 50HP
Engine built by - John Scott, Kirkcaldy

From wreck cases completed during 1915. PRO Ref. BT 165/55

Name of ship - Scottish Queen, steamer

Ship’s no. - 94539
Lost 3rd May 1915
War Loss

List received D 17th May 1915
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From British Vessels Lost at Sea 1914-1918 and 1939-1945
National Archives Library Ref 940 45 HOC

Page 102 - Fishing Vessels Captured or Sunk
May 1915

Name of ship - Scottish Queen
Gross tonnage - 125

Date of loss - 3rd May 1915
Position - 50 miles ESE Aberdeen
Cause of loss - Submarine
Captured

How sunk - gunfire

No crew lost

No crew member taken prisoner
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YARD No.67

“BUCCANEER” (Later “AGATHE”, “HERMAN”, ALBERT”, “MALTA”)
Official No. 98088
Launched 6™ May 1890

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Buccaneer

Ship’s no. 98088

Built 1890. Completed in May of that year

Built by - John Scott, Kinghorn

Master - J. Tucker since 1895

Description - Steel screw three masted schooner rigged steamer with one iron deck.
Gross tonnage - 939

Net tonnage - 653

Length - 217.5 feet

Breadth - 30.1 feet

Depth - 14 feet

Owner - Buccaneer S.S.Co. (Lim) (Tatham Bromage & Co.)
Engine - T. 3 cylinder

Engine built by - John Scott, Kirkcaldy

Port belonging to - London

Flag - British.

From List of Ships Registers Opened and Closed 1885-1890. PRO Ref. Bks 382.2 GRR.

May 1890

Ships Registered

Name of ship - Buccaneer

Ship’s no. - 98088

Port of Registry - London

Built - Kinghorn 1890

Gross tonnage - 939

Net tonnage - 653

Propulsion - 180 horse-power screw steamship.

From Lloyd’s List, Thursday May 3rd 1890, Page 2, Col. 2

Launches

Buccaneer - On May 6th a steamer was launched from the shipbuilding yard of Messrs. John Scott and
Company, Kinghorn, built to the order of a London company. She is intended for the Mediterranean fruit
trade.

Dimensions - Length 217 feet, breadth 30 feet, depth 16 feet

The vessel was named Buccaneer.

From “The Steamship” journal 2" June 1890, page 519

Trial Trips

Buccaneer — This steamer built by Messrs Scott and Co., Kinghorn to the order of Messrs Tatham,
Bromage and Co., London , and launched with steam up, had her trial trip on May 6" , when she proved
herself to be a very fast vessel. Her machinery is of the triple cross type, with cylinders 21.5 in, 35 in
and 54 in., by 30in stroke, engines of 180n.h.p.. She has been specially constructed form Mr
Bromage’s designs for the carrying of unusually large packages, being capable of taking into her holds
such cargos as torpedo boats, barges etc up to 85ft long. She has appliance for lifting up to 40 tons.

From “The Times” Friday, 15th May 1891. Page 10, col. D.

235




| DISASTERS AT SEA.

{ A Dalziel telegram from Gibseltar,dated yesterday,
'|<n_}5 :—** The Florio Rubattino line steamer Sturd,
{ Captain Valle) | boutd from XNnples for New York, |
|

|

|

| with 865 pastengers on board, ecollided at 11 o clorh

last vight off {[Europa Point, just inside the .‘\trut#.}
with the stﬂmw Buceaneet, of London, Captain|
Avery,in ballast from Las Palmas, (".mnr. Islands, for |
Skiro. The Stura bad her bows stove in, and thoe

Buccaneer hadia large hole torn in her starboard side. |
Both had narcos escapes from smkmg. They 'are nozv.-

‘anchored in the. bay near the! wreck of the Utopis.

A steamer hag beea tclegraplied for-to transship the

Stum 8 pas.'-(.ngerﬁ as that \es\u] wtll kave to retum |
fo!Naples for tepairs. The question of blame for tlml
collision is tlie subjeet of conmtradjetery stalements {
No official report has set been . made by cuher{
captain. The |Stura is a finel vessel of 1,735 foes |
burden. The Bnccanecr the dpmage; to Wblcl{ is all |
above water, lls procaedmg into the Government dock- ]
yard for temporary repairs. The damége to the btura
also is not so scrlous as was at ﬁr»t t‘acnrht " I

Summery of service career

1890 - Completed for Buccaneer S.S.Co., Ltd., (Managers - Tatham, Bromage and Co.) of London and
used as Tyne-London collier.

1902 - Sold to Furness Withy and Co.

1904 - One of two vessels that F.W. subscribed to the Tyne-Tees Shipping Company thus gaining one
seventh of the equity.

1924 - Sold to C.H.E Chase of West Hartlepool and renamed Agathe. Formed the Riga Shipping
Company, managed by W Olin.

1926 - Transferred to the Baltic S.S.Co. and renamed Herman

1929 - Sold to Rudolf Stukalis, Riga and renamed Albert

1933 — Name change to Malta

1936 - Broken up when the owner went out of business
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YARD No.68

“ABBOTSHALL” (Later “NORMAN QUEEN”, “HELGOLAND”)
Official No. 62970
Launched 23™ December 1889

Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Abbotshall

Ship’s no. - 62970

International code - LNDK

Master - M. Padge - since 1892

Built - 1890. Completed in January of that year
Description - Steel, schooner rigged, screw steamship with one iron deck
Gross tonnage - 424

Net tonnage - 234

Length - 165.2 feet

Breadth - 25.1 feet

Depth - 12.1 feet

Engine T. 3 cylinder

Engine built by - John Scott, Kinghorn

Owner - London & Kirkcaldy Shipping Company
Port belonging to - Kirkcaldy

Flag - British

Information from “The Steamship” Journal 1st Feb 1890, pages 350 & 351

Under heading “Launches”

23:December:1889 — Scott and Co., Kinghorn — Abbotshall — Steel — L165 ft x B25 ft x D12’5ft.

The Abbotshall is intended for trade between London an Kirkcaldy.

She is fitted with compound surface-condensing engines, and is expected to attain a high rate of speed.
Owners — Kirkcaldy and London Steam Shipping Company

Under heading “Trial Trips”

Abbotshall — this steamer built by Messr’'s Scott and Co, Kinghorn for the Kirkcaldy and London Steam
Shipping Company, had her trial trip on December 30" (1889) when the speed attained was 13 knots,
or a knot more than expected. Steam was got easy and there was no heating up anyway, the engines
working smoothly.

From List of Ships Registered Opened and Closed 1885-1890. PRO Ref. Bks 382.2 GRR.

January 1890

Registers Opened

Name of ship - Abbotshall

Ship’s no. - 62970

Port of Registry - Kirkcaldy

Built - Kinghorn, 1889

Gross tonnage - 424

Net tonnage - 234

Material built of - Steel

Propulsion - 95 horse-power, screw steamer.

Career - Information gleaned from several sources
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1889 — owner on completion John Thomson Stocks, Kirkcaldy, Fife, Manufacturer - 64 shares.

16 Feb 1898 — John T Stocks died leaving a will dated 2nd of July 1895 appointing Robert Stocks, linen
manufacturer, and Harris Lawrence Stocks , ship owner, both of Osborn House, Kirkcaldy, executors.
Confirmation of the will was completed by Sheriff Clerk of Fife on 7th May 1898.

12 July 1898 - Registered at 10am
On 29" January 1911 the Abbotshall collided with another steamer in Half Moon Reach on the River
Thames before striking a loaded barge and sinking. Six days later, on the 4" February, she was lifted

and moved onto the river bank and then floated and docked at Greenwich for repairs the following day.

22 May 1911 Following her repairs she was sold to Goole Shipbuilding and Repairing Co. Ltd. Victoria
Shipyard, Goole in part payment for a new steamer being built at that yard.

22 September 1911 sold to London & Channel Islands Steamship Co., St. Dunstans Bldgs, St.
Dunstans Hill, London. Kirkcaldy registry closed and transferred to London.

From Sea Breezes Volume 11, January to June 1951, page 278

In an article entitled “From Coasters to Cruising Liners” by A. J. Henderson the author writes that a
service was inaugurated between Kirkcaldy and London in 1910. This eventually absorbed it’s rival, the
older line known as the London and Kirkcaldy Shipping Company. The new service went under the title
of the Kirkcaldy, Fife and London Shipping Company and used the steamers Kirkcaldy and Abbotshall
to carry large quantities of linoleum and general cargo from the north.

From Lloyd’s Register 1911/1912

1911/1912 Lloyd’s Register - There is a note alongside the entry for Abbotshall which reads “Now
named Norman Queen, see no. 23 in the supplement. Extra information from the supplement is as
follows:-

Goole Shipbuilding and repairing Co. Ltd.

Name of ship — Norman Queen

New owner - London and Channel Islands S.S. Co. Ltd.

Port of registry - London

Flag - British

5™ October 1912 Sold to Lubeck-Koldinger Dampfschiffahrts G.m.b.H., Lubeck, Germany and re-
named Helgoland

8th November 1919 Registration closed on delivery of the vessel to HM Government.

6™ November 1925 Sold to Reed. K.K. Skriever G.m.b.H., Hamburg, Germany.

10 December 1941 Mined and sunk in the Little Belt but later salvaged.

May 1945 Taken as prize by Allied Forces at Lubeck but later returned to owners.
April 1953 Sold to Interoceana Schiff. G.m.b.H (Lubeck Linie.A.G.) Lubeck.

28™ June 1958 Arrived at Lubeck to be broken up by Alnwick Harmstorf.
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YARD No.69 and 70

These were two barges launched in 1889 both with gross tonnage of 36 tons.
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YARD No.71

“DUNDEE”
Official No. 97671
Launched 2" August 1890

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1891/92

Name of ship - Dundee

Ship’s no. - 97671

International code - LTQW

Master - A Turnbull who had worked for the owners since 1879 and became master of the
Dundee in 1892.

Built - 1890. Completed in August of that year

Built by - J. Scott & Company, Kinghorn

Description - Steel schooner rigged screw steamer with one deck.

Gross tonnage - 893

Net tonnage - 441

Length - 223.8 feet

Breadth - 29 feet

Depth - 13.5 feet

Engine - Triple expansin 3 cylinder

Engine built by - J. Scott, Kirkcaldy.

Owner - J. Rankin & Son

Port belonging to - Glasgow

Flag - British.

From List of Ships Registers Opened and Closed 1885-1890. PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR

August 1890

Steel Steamers Registered

Name of ship - Dundee

Ship’s no. 97671

Port of Registry - Glasgow

Built - Kinghorn 1890

Gross tonnage - 839

Net tonnage - 441

Propulsion - 22 horse-power screw steamer

From “Shipping Gazette Weekly Summary” 8th August 1890

Launches

Dundee - On Aug 2nd there was launched from the yard of Messrs., John Scott and Co. a large
steamer, built to the order of Messrs. James Rankin and Son, Glasgow, and intended for the
passenger and fruit trade between the Continent and Grangemouth. The steamer is 80 feet by 29 feet
by 19 feet, with inverted triple-expansion engines, indicating 1,000hp, class A1 Lloyd’s. She was named
the Dundee.

From “The Steamship” Journal 1st September 1890, P113

Trial Trip of the Dundee.
Ran trial trip on the Forth, the working of the engines and the speed being very satisfactory.
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From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index 31st January 1896, page 2, under Casualties and Misc.

Dundee - Bridlington, January 26 - The steamer Dundee, of Glasgow, Gentle, from Grangemouth for
Rotterdam, with general cargo, stranded this morning during thick fog, at North Sea Landing,
Flamborough Head. Crew safe. The vessel went in at full speed, and is lying on the rocks with decks to
sea, she must be badly holed in her bottom; sea washing right over her at high water, hatches gone
and vessel full of water; sea too heavy to get on board at the moment.

Dundee - Flamborough , Jan 26, 8.44am - steamer Dundee of Glasgow, official no. 97671, Gentle
master, from Grangemouth to Rotterdam, general cargo, ashore at North Sea Landing; probably total
wreck. Crew safe.

Dundee - Unsigned telegram from Flamborough, dated Jan 26, 9.50 a.m states:- Steamer Dundee, of
Glasgow, from Grangemouth for Rotterdam, stranded North Sea; expect total wreck; decks to sea;
vessel holed. Crew all landed.

Dundee - London, Jan 28 - The Salvage Association have received the following telegram from their
officer, dated Flamborough, Jan 28; Dundee lies same position as yesterday with strong list seaward
port side; deck awash with water low tide; water rises and falls with tide in holds and engine room. Have
wired for diver to examine bottom.

Dundee - Hull Jan 28 - The Glasgow steamer Dundee remains on the rocks at Flamborough. The silver
plate and other valuables have been secured. The cargo is difficult to get at, on account of the vessel
having heeled a little over to seaward. Should the sea remain calm the fishermen will be able to land a
large quantity of goods, the vessel being in such close proximity to the Landing.

Dundee - London Jan 29 - The Salvage Association have received the following telegram from their
officer, dated Flamborough Jan 29th, re Dundee:- Armit considers case next to hopeless, and will not
undertake floating on any terms. Think if you cannot obtain “No cure, no pay” offer vessel should be
sold without delay. My own opinion is that the chances of floating the vessel are so doubtful they will not
warrant any further expenditure.

As above but page 6.

Dundee - London Jan 30 - The Salvage Association have received the following telegram from their
special officer dated Flamborough, Jan 30, 3.17pm - re Dundee:- Diver reports vessel bearing hard on
rocks on both bilges; cannot get under her; only found one stone bulging bottom. Formation of rocks flat
ledges in steps, centre step about middle of ship. | find principal disturbance under engines, boilers and
after end forehold.

As above but 7th February 1896, page 1.

Dundee - London Feb 4 - The Salvage Association have received the following telegram from their
Officer, dated Flamborough, Feb 3:- Dundee:-arrived with Alert this morning. Ready for working. Sea
too strong to get alongside.

As above but 14th February 1896, page 2.

Dundee - London, February 7 - Ashore at Flamborough:- The Salvage Association report that on the
recommendation of their surveyor the attempts to float this vessel have been abandoned and
arrangements are being made for saving ships materials etc.

As above but page 4.

Dundee - Flamborough Head, Feb 13, 4.33pm - Steamer Dundee, ashore at Flamborough Head, has
gone to pieces this tide.
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YARD No.72

“WILLIAM YULE”
Official No. 97931
Launched 1890

From the Mercantile Navy List 1896

Name of ship - William Yule

Ship’s no. - 97931

Port and year of registry - Kirkcaldy 1890
Built - 1889

Built where - Kinghorn

Material built of - Steel

Length - 65.5 feet

Breadth - 17.9 feet

Depth - 7.7 feet

Net tonnage - 45

Gross tonnage - 75

Propulsion - 22 horse-power screw steamship
Managing owner - Thomas Saunders. 40 Glebe Park Street, Kirkcaldy, Fife.

From List of Ship’s Registers Opened and Closed. PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR

January 1890

Register Opened

Name of ship - William Yule

Ship’s no. - 97931

Port of Registry - Kirkcaldy

Built - Kinghorn 1889

Gross tonnage - 74

Net tonnage - 45

Propulsion - 22 horse-power screw steamship

Extra information from Ships Registered at Kirkcaldy 1855-1903 (SRO Ref. CE 63/11/12)

Dated 14th January 1890

Port no. - 2in 1890

Flag - British

No. of decks - One

No. of masts - One

Rig - Sloop

Stern - Sharp

No gallery or head

Frame - Steel

Bulkheads - Three

Engines - Two compound surface condensing. British made in 1889 by John Scott and Company of

Kinghorn and Kirkcaldy. Two cylinders.

Master - James Goodsir - No certificate.

Name, description and residence of owners and no. of 64 shares held by each - John Strachan,
Merchant - William Yule, Merchant - James Hamilton, Commission Agent - Thomas
Saunders, Shipping Manager - all of Kirkcaldy, Fife - Joint owners, 64 shares.

Strachan died 1 Feb 1904; Yule died 25 Sep 1912, Hamilton died 15 Feb 1892. Ship sold 20 May 1916

to John Donald Sutherland, 29 St. Andrew Square, Edinburgh.

8™ November 1919 Registry closed when sold to HM Government
4" May 1920 Register transferred to Port of London Authority
6th March 1930 Register transferred to Thomas John Metcalf, 370 Commercial Road, Stepney
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YARD No.73

“SCOTTISH BELLE”
Official No. 98547
Launched 26™ November 1890

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Scottish Belle

Ship’s no. - 98547

Master - W. Warman who began working for the owners in 1883 and became master of the
Scottish Belle in 1890.

Built - 1890. Completed in January of that year.

Built by - John Scott, Kinghorn

Description - Steel, schooner rigged screw steamboat with one deck.
Gross tonnage - 145

Net tonnage - 47

Length - 101.8 feet

Breadth - 20.1 feet

Depth - 11.5 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder

Engine built by - John Scott, Kirkcaldy

Owner - R. Brown & Company

Port belonging to - Aberdeen

Flag - British

From Lloyd’s List Saturday November 29th 1890, Page 14, Col.1

Launches

Scottish Belle - On November 26th a steam trawler, named the Scottish Belle, was launched from the
yard of Messrs John Scott and Company, Abden, Kinghorn. She was launched with steam up and at
once steamed on a ftrial trip up the Firth. The vessel, which is built of steel throughout, is for Messrs
Brown and Company, Aberdeen.

From List of Ships Registers Opened and Closed 1885-1890. PRO Ref. Bks 382.2 GRR.

December 1890

Steamers Registers Opened

Name of ship - Scottish Belle

Ship’s no. 98547

Port of Registry - Aberdeen

Built - Kinghorn 1890

Gross tonnage - 145

Net tonnage - 47

Propulsion - 50 horse-power screw steamship

Information obtained from The Miramar Ship Index

The Scottish Bell was on War Service from June 1915-1919. She served as a boom defence vessel.

Information obtained from the “Shipwreck Index of the British Isles” by Richard and Bridget
Lord

On the 4" September 1924 on a fishing voyage out from Aberdeen the Scottish Belle became stranded
and lost in fog near Roan Rocks, Peterhead. The crew managed to reach the shore without loss of life.
The ship was owned by J.W.Johnstone of Aberdeen.
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YARD No.74

“BALMORAL CASTLE”
Official No. 98548
Launched 29" November 1890

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Balmoral Castle

Ship’s no. - 98548

Built - 1890. Completed in November of that year

Built by - J. Scott, Kinghorn

Description - Steel schooner rigged screw steamer with one deck
Gross tonnage - 145

Net tonnage - 47

Length - 101.8 feet

Breadth - 20.8 feet

Depth - 11.5 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder

Engine built by - J.Scott, Kirkcaldy

Port of registry - Aberdeen

Owner - J. Barclay and Company

Master - J. Bond since 1890 when he joined the company
Flag - British

From “The Steamship” Journal, January 1891

P273

Launches, Steam Ships, Scott and Co., Kinghorn

“Balmoral Castle” Screw steam trawler, built to order by Messrs John Barclay & Co., Aberdeen.
Launched with steam up, and the vessel required no tug to attend her, but steamed up the Forth to
Burntisland where she is to be completed and take in coal. She is expected to attain a high rate of
speed — 29 November

From “The Steamship” Journal, October 1908

P126

Boiler Explosions

Maritime report number 1728 deals with a mishap to the boiler of the trawler “Balmoral Castle”. The
vessel was engaged in trawling from Aberdeen, and on the 17 December last she proceeded to the
fishing grounds of that coast. The following day the fishermen were mending their nets for shooting the
trawl, the engines being stopped, and the boiler steam pressure being maintained at 14 Ibs, when about
1 pm, a crack appeared at the knuckle of the front flange of the port furnace. It measured nine inches
long by about 1/32 inch in width, and the escape of steam and water was sufficient to force the
attendant to return on deck. Repairs out of the question the vessel was towed back to Aberdeen. When
the defective part was cut out it was found the crack extended for twenty-seven inches. Cause probably
due to rigidity of the furnace not being adapted to stresses caused by considerable fluctuations of
temperature, consequently the continued expansion and contraction gradually developed the crack.

From Kinghorn 1910 Almanac

Owner 1910 — G. Fyfe — Aberdeen
Owner 1920 — G .F, Paul - Aberdeen
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YARD No.75
“STRATHDEE”

(Later “ALKMAAR”, “JAQUES RAMET” “AMAND DUMON”)
Official No. 98545
Launched 14" October 1890

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping - 1896/97

Name of ship - Strathdee

Ship’s no. - 98545

Master - R. Wimbles since 1895

Built - 1890. Completed in October of that year

Built by - J. Scott, Kinghorn

Description - Steel schooner rigged screw steamer with one deck
Gross tonnage - 132

Net tonnage - 45

Length - 100 feet

Breadth - 20.1 feet

Depth - 10.6 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder

Engine built by - J. Scott, Kirkcaldy

Owner - Aberdeen Steam Trawling and Fishing Company (Lim)
Port belonging to - Aberdeen

Flag - British

From List of Ships Registers Opened and Closed 1885 - 1890. PRO Ref. Bks 387.2 GRR.

October 1890

Registers Opened, Steamers

Name of ship - Strathdee

Ship’s no. - 98545

Port of Registry - Aberdeen

Built - Kinghorn 1890

Gross tonnage - 132

Net tonnage - 45

Propulsion - 30 horse-power screw steamer

From “Shipping Gazette Weekly Summary” 24th October 1890, page 682, col 5

Launches

Strathdee - On October 14th there was launched from the shipbuilding yard of Messrs. John Scott and
Co., Kinghorn, a steel screw steam trawler built to the order of a firm in Aberdeen. She was launched
with steam up, and was named the Strathdee.

From Lloyd’s Register 1919/20

In the 1919/20 edition of Lloyd’s Register a change of ownership is recorded from N.V.Algemeene Viss
Maats to Scheeps Bouwwert de Merwede. The ship’s port of registry is given as Ymuiden and she was
sailing under the Dutch flag.

Information from www.belgium-ships.be/a-g.htm

When sold in 1920 this trawler was converted into a coastal cargo ship by her new owner NV
Scheepsb. “De Merwede” (Van Vliet) and re-named “Alkmaar”. In 1923 she was sold to Maurice
Alexandre Ramet & Co., Ostend and re-named “Jaques Ramet”. Sold 24" June 1924 to Alphonse
Dumon of Nieuport she was re-named “Amand Dumon” and in May 1928 sold to Wessel Sam and used
as a floating office at Rotterdam. She was eventually stripped in 1931 and broken-up in 1932 in
Holland.
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YARD No.76

“THISTLE”
Official No. 97858
Launched 1891

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Thistle

Ship’s No. - 97858

Master - J. Potter

Built - 1891

Built by - J. Scott, Kinghorn

Description - Steel paddle steamer with one deck
Gross tonnage - 301

Net tonnage - 77

Length - 150 feet

Breadth - 26.2 feet

Depth - 10.5 feet

Engine - Compound diagonal 2 cylinder
Engine built by - John Scott, Kinghorn
Owners - Wallasey Local Board, Liverpool
Flag - British

From “The Steamship” Journal, 1 May 1891,Page 434

Launches Steam Ships

“Thistle” a steel paddle steamer built to the order of Liverpool owners and intended for passenger use
on the Mersey. She is 150 feet long, 26 feet wide, and 10 feet deep. Her engines are of 150hp. The
vessel was launched with steam up. — 9 April

The Thistle was a single-funnelled saloon paddle steamer which could accommodate up to 1200
passengers. She was withdrawn from service in June 1911 and broken up at Preston..
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YARD No.77
(Later “GUTENBE SAN MIGUE
RG”, “SAN MIGUEL”, WELSH TRA
L , , DE ”
WARLINGHAM”, “WIIRLAID”, “ERIKA”, "

“PERCY”, “ALBIN”, “LIEPAJA”)
Official No. 98943
Launched 21°%' May 1891

Thoso in the barge then seeing that o collision was

(NQ. 4642') almost inavitablo, ;glumnod &huirghulm tard op, in the

4 hopes of getting peross tho steamer's bowa, hot eho

« WILLIAM AND ISABELLA" camo on, atriking her sbout 1wo faet lioforo the main

hawse, cutting right into her and knocking hor round

AND on :;o a?al’hrbmth rhcdk; she :Ihim passed sstern and
sunk o little south of mid-channel.
«gEA BELLE” (88.) The mate, Dr d jod in climbing over
the atenmer’s bows snd thon savod himself, bat tho
The Merchant Shipping Aots, 1854 to 1887. moater, Jobn Ssunders, Was unfortunstely knocked =

ovorbonrd by the tiller, which probubly injured hia
egs, d , nlthongh be was s good ywimmer,
Ix the matter of » formol Lavontigntion hold ot and although every effort ppeass to havo boen mado by
estminster Town Holl, on the 16th ond 23rd  those om bonrd the ** Bes Belle ™ to pnva him,
dags, and at the Lecture Hall, Greenwich, on the Br?t‘;:h ‘" Bea ?‘:“:;:h‘;m:l‘:l}“ aﬂ'ﬁlm Ss':g:f' iB‘nuL:
sorew 0 ipy t n
'l?nhu?ny of Jr_\nnm-{ 1893, he_l‘oron. E.B.Mus;u:. oot Company At Kinfhom 180T, mi A
Esquire, assisted by Coptaing CasTiE, DYER, K. ristorod ot tho port of London. Bheisof tho followin
and Buooxs, into the the  dimensions :—Longth, 200G 15,5 breaduh, 29°% ft. ; no
dnmnge sustainod by tho Dritish sailing ehip, dopth of hold, 1 ‘P ft; her grues lomnago Taing
“\WILLiAM AND Isamerta,” of Rochestor, throngh 600k tons, and net rogister 420040 tons, Bho in
colligion with the British stonmship “ Sea Beuur,” sohoonor-ri , ond is, fivted _with threo !-?:l{‘n cxe .

S the Rivor Thames, off Woolwich, on the 18¢h Do- gines of 155 al horsc-
: ’ o or. Bho is owned by Mr. Chorlos Frodorick Leach -
combor 1892, wheroby loss of life onsued. E:E Mr. Thouma w. T{mpﬁn, the formor heingetﬂ;
. managing owner.
Repart of Court. The * Eet Bollo” left Mnrk Brown's Wharf, which is

sitanted o short distance above the Tower Ilrid%n. nt

The Court, baving carofully inguired into the gir- 11 &m‘ of the 17th of Decomber 1892, bound for Ghent,
cumetances sttending the pbove-mentioned shipping Wik 8 general cargo of about 500 tony, her dmllﬁhh of
cnsnalty, finds, for the reasons statod in the nnmex Waler ‘being sbout 10t forward snd 14 ft. aft.- Bho was
hereto, that the cause of the said casualty wes thot commended by Mr. Willinm Lumloy, who holds o cer-
the '* Sen Belle" did not stop and reverse her sngines tificate an master for the ‘Home Trade Passonger Scrvice,
in sufficient timo to elenr tho barge ** Willism and unmber 100,365, snd bad o orow of 14 hands all told.
Tsabella.” Thera wna also & licensed waterman Of bonrd, Mr.

The Court finds the master, Mr. William Lumley, Thomsa Parkinson, to assist in navigating the ship
in default, bat, onder the sircumstances, does nob desl down the river. The ship sppears Lo bavo been pmscﬁr
with hie certificate. The Court aleo finds the pilot, aquipped for the vuynf;e. apd bad life buoys and life
“Mfr. Thomss Parkinsen, to blame. be‘!:} on board, ht,.h m%p inm:ﬁ with f.:e 'regl'.lllutiﬁnx. ¥

i i the vease
Dated this 26th day of January 1893 dw:e 5.5’5?3? ﬂ-:mr:;::a g:&g; slozdmgn (4] g:lalzazud
+ when it was foand to ba necessary, and about mi ight
(Signed)  B.H.B.Mazsarx, Judge.  they had urrived es or ss Woolwich Refty. =
" '{ha master, the licensed waterman, and the second
We congur in the abave raport. officer were on the bridge, the latter being ot the wheel,
(signed)  Joms . O, hich wasworked by siacy SRS T e
%:nnnn. O:BDH:N, Asnessors. wni o little above I.ha%‘ree Farry P;isr, the green light
WAkD BRI of o sailing barge was obsorved on the port bow, stand-
ing m;ler to thgollm;l.l:! lhﬂ;‘el;h ;I’Im h;lmbol' the l]r.ea‘:ncr
% Report. was then starboarded, whi rought the green light &«
s Aunes fo the B t F little on their starboard bow, but very shortly the

This inquiry was held at the Town Hall, Westminster, barge was observed to have gone round on to the port

on the 16th of Janunry instsnt, at the Loctnre Hall,  tack, standing ncroes to the northward.
Greenvich, on the 19th instant, snd at the Town Hall, On seei his menceuvTe, the engines weore abonce
Westminster, on the 23rd instant, Mr. Russell repre-  stopped ﬂ:% reversed full-speed, whils the helm wns
senting the Board of Trade, Mr. Loing sppearing for  patover to bord-s-starbonrd, bukit was too late, and the
the ropresentatives of the ** Willism acd Tesbelln,”  vessels came into collision. A life-baoy was imme-
and Mr, James Aspinall for the moster snd officers of  iatcly thrown overbosrd, s bont lowered, and the chicf
the * Ses. Belle.” i e ith 5 boat'a crew, procoeded to search for eny-

The ** William ond Isabella "' wns o sprit-ssil w‘lsigas ono that might have been in the water. i
barge, built at Strood, in tho Oonnty of Kent, in 1855, "The stonmer bad in the interval been brought to su
and was TC tetered st Rochester, her official pumber  anchor, und, on the retarn af the bont with the mate,
being 16,080, Hor dimensions wers 2% Yollows i the master himeolf took chargo of the boat, and pro-
Length 731 fi, bresdth 145 b, snd depth of bold  ceeded to make n further ot but nothing more was
405 ft., her registercd tonna) being 30°48 tons. 8ho  geen of the nnfortunate man.
was owned by Mr. Willism Knight, of Rainbaw, in the In this case there is very little diserepancy in the
Connty of Kent, who wus also the managing owner. evidence.

The ** William nod Isabelln” left, Rainham on the Thoae on bosrd the sleamar saw the lights of the
17th day of December 1892 ol noon, bound for Chelsen.  barge, and tho anrvivor of the " William and Isabelln "
She bad mo_cargo on bonrd spd bad a crew of two  saw the steamer’s lights. :
bands, viz., John Ssunders, the mnster, and Frederick The master of the steamer was probably embsrrassed
Drummend, mate. All went \well until midnight of the by seein the harge teck after having crosved: his bows,
aomo date.  Tho vessel had then nrrived off colwich, but the & surt considors that he must have beon, or he
o littlo belew the Free Forry Fier, the tide being at onght to havo been, aware that the Loarge weuld be
the last of the flood, and there was o frosh breeze from  compelled to tack when spproaching the routh shore;
the W.S.W. She wasunder all eail apd beating up the  and is of opinion that be should have atopped and ro-
river, and was, ab the timo mentioued sbove, on the yersed his cogines much soener.
starboard tack, standing over for tho south shore.

‘At thia timo the masthead and 1ed lights of an op- Thesa wero the facts of tho cass, and on the cou-

3 clunion of the evidenco Mr. A. Russell, on bohalfl of the
proaching steamer were observed on the atarbonrd bow, : :
P &n estimnted distanco of about s guarter of o mile, Boord of , put to the Court ihe following
and shortly after this, the steamer’s lights still being on questions:—
the barge's starbonrd bow, sho was put_round on to tha 1. Whether both vessels complied with the Rules and
port teck for the porth shore, and immedintely the Bye-lsws for the Navigation of the River Thnmes P
greon light of the steamor opened out nnd she came 3. Whether o good snd proper-look-out was kept ou
stem on for the barge, showing all three lighta. board both vessela P

71488—155.  180.—1[93. Wedt. E&B.
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3. Whether every possible effort was made hy these
on boord the ** Sea Delle™ to save life ?

4. Whether the waster and oflicers of the ** Sea Belle ™
are, or any of them ig, in defanlt, aud whother blame
attaches to Thomns Parkivson? |

Mr. Linng, Lir, Jumes Aspiinsld, nod Mr. Arthor
Raussell having respeclively addressed she Cours, judg-
ment was given as follows :—

1. The ** Willinm and Isabella™ did comply with tho
Rules and Bye-laws for the Narvigation of the River
Thamcs.

Tho "*Seco Bell” did not comply with Articlo 21,
inasmoch os sho foiled to koop out of the way of the
* William nnd Isabelln.”

2. A good and proper look-out was kept on board
both vessels.

Isabelln,” When first ecen by tho steamer the barge was
standing over to the southiward on tho atarboard tack.
The ** Sea Delle ” then starhoarded, bringing the barge
on to the starboard bow, Lutalmost immediately after
this wns dono, the bargo tacked and stood across to
thg north shora.

On this being observed, the engines of the steamer
wore immediately stopped and reversed full speed, the
holm being still kept hard-n-starboard; but it waa
now too late to avoid tho eollision.

The Court finds the master in default but, under the
circumstaunccs, docs not doal with his certificate,

Tho Court slgo finds tho pilot to blame,

Tho chief officer is not in defanlt.

(Signed) R. H. B. Mansuax, Judge.

3. Every possiblo cffort was mads by thoss on board ;
the ** Sea Belle” to save life. ’ n 5 ‘Wolconieur.
4. The Court is of ol?mion that the master and Lhe _(Signed) Jonw 5. CasriE,

pilnt of the ** Sca Belle " wero placed in a ve

b ; difficult
pusition owing Lo tho action of the ' Willi and

Ricap. C. Dyeg, }As&cseora.
Epwasp Brooxs,

Report of accident on the River Thmaes off Woolwich, 18" December 1892
between “William and Isabella” and “Sea Belle”

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Sea Belle

Ship’s no. - 98943

Master - W. Lumley since 1891 having joined the company in 1884
Built - 1891. Completed in June of that year

Built by - J. Scott, Kinghorn

Description - Steel schooner rigger screw steamer with one deck (part iron)
Gross tonnage - 761

Net tonnage - 425

Length - 200.5 feet

Breadth - 29.2 feet

Depth - 12.9 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder

Engine built by - J. Scott, Kirkcaldy

Owner - C.F. Leach & Company, London

Port belonging to - London

Flag - British

Extra information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1902/03

There is a note alongside the entry for Sea Belle which reads “Now named GUTENBERG, see no. 47 in
the supplement. Extra information from the supplement is as follows:-

Name of ship - Gutenburg
Previous name - Sea Belle
Port of registry - Hamburg
Flag - German

Extra information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1914/1915

Name of ship — Welsh Trader

Previous names - San Miguel, Gutenberg, Sea Belle
Port of registry - London

Flag - British

Owner - London/Welsh Steamship Company Limited
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Extra information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1915/16

There is a note alongside the entry for “Welsh Trader” which reads “Now “Warlingham”, see no. 25 in
the supplement”. Extra information from the supplement is as follows:-

Name of ship - “Warlingham”

Previous names - Welsh Trader, San Miguel, Gutenberg, Sea Belle

Ship’s no. 98943

Signal code - NMNT

Port of registry - London

Flag - British

Owner - Warlingham Steamship Company Limited

Manager - H. Harrison

Extra information from Lloyd’s Register 1924/25

There is a note alongside the entry for “Warlingham” which reads “Now “Wiirlaid” see No. 9123 in the
supplement”. Extra information from the supplement is as follows:-

No.in supplement 9123

Change of owner - from McNabb, Pougier and Co. (ltaly) to Ganlobis LD

Manager - S H. Biscoe

Port of registry - London

Flag - British

Not saying - Change of name to “Erika” - see no.88696 in supplement

No0.88696 in supplement

Name of ship - “Erika”

New owner - Baltic Salvage Association
Port of registry - Tallin

Flag - Estonian

Extra information from Lloyd’s Register 1925/26

There is a note alongside the entry for “Erika” which reads “Now “Percy” see no. 40470 in the
supplement”. Extra information from the supplement is as follows:-

No. 40470 in supplement

Name of ship - “PercyY”

New owner - Baltische Dampfschiffreederei. A.G.

Manager - P.Baumann

Port of registry- Riga

Flag - Latvian

Extra information from Lloyd’s Register 1929/30

Name of ship - “Percy”
New owner - Baltic Steam Ship Company Ltd
Manager - P. Baumann

Extra information from Lloyd’s Register 1930/31

There is a note alongside the entry for “Percy” which reads “Now “Albin” see no. 89482 in the
supplement”. Extra information from the supplement is as follows:-

No, 89482 in supplement

Name of ship - “Albin”

New owner - R. Stukalis

Port of registry - Riga

Flag - Latvian
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Extra information obtained from Lloyd’s Register 1932/33

Name of ship - “Liepaja”

Ex - “Albin”

New owner - Latvijas Hipoteku Banka
Port of registry and flag - unchanged
Damaged by ice - now in port.

Damaged by ice on the 2" March 1933 and subsequently broken up
Extra information from Lloyd’s Register 1933/34 and 1934/35
In the 1933/34 Lloyd’s Register the “Liepaje” is recorded as having been damaged by ice in March 1933

and as remaining in port. She was subsequently broken up and did not appear in the following edition in
1934/35
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YARD No.78

“FAITH”
Official No. 97934
Launched 11™ July 1891

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Faith

Ship’s no. 97934

Master - M. Doig. Joined the ship and the company in 1891
Built - 1891. Completed in July of that year
Built by - J. Scott, Kinghorn

Description - Steel ketch rigged screw steamer
Gross tonnage - 135

Net tonnage - 46

Length - 100.3 feet

Breadth - 20.1 feet

Depth - 10.3 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder

Engine built by - J. Scott, Kinghorn

Owner - S. Williamson, Aberdeen

Manager - D. Murray

Port belonging to - Kirkcaldy

Flag - British

From “The Steamship” Journal, 1 August 1891,Page 73

Launches Steam Ships

“Faith”, steel screw trawler. She has been subscribed for chiefly by shareholders in Anstruther and
district, and has been built at the instance of Mr. S. Williamson, M.P. On the trawler entering the water
the anchor was not dropped in time, and she ran up onto a rock to the east of the yard and stuck fast.
Two hours afterwards a tug arrived, but by this she had heeled over. When the tide receded she was
resting on a rock two feet above the sand. Fortunately the sea was calm, and on the following morning
she was got off. Slight damage being done to her propeller and shaft. The “Faith” is 100 feet long, and
her engine 50hp, and she was launched with steam up. The cost of the vessel is £5,700 — 11 July.

Extra information from Ships Registered at Kirkcaldy 1855-1903 SRO Ref. CE63/11/12

Registered as a sea fishing vessel

Port no. - 2 in 1891

No. of decks - One

No. of masts - Two

Stern - Elliptical

Build - Clinker

No gallery or head

Frame - Steel

No. of bulkheads - Four

No. of engines - Three

Type of engines - Triple expansion

Speed - 10 knots

Name, description and residence of owners and no. of 64 shares held by each - John Black, 19 James
Street. Liverpool, Lancashire, Merchant - 64 - shares. David Murray of Anstruther, Fife designated
manager 28th July 1891.

Master - Michael Day (No cert)

25th April 1899 - Registry transferred to Aberdeen
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From The quinquennial list of ships registered in 1905 (Scotland) P.R.O Ref. BT 163/2
This is an account of the no. and tonnage of the vessels appearing on the night of the 31st
December 1905, on the register of vessels kept at ports in Scotland in accordance with the
Merchant Shipping Acts.

Port - Aberdeen
Ship’s name - Faith
Year of registry - 1898
Port no. - 14

Ship’s no. - 97934
Steam vessel

Gross tonnage - 135
Net tonnage - 46

From Kinghorn Almanc:-

Owner 1910 — Black and Williamson, Liverpool
Owner 1920 — J R Ditchburn, Whitby and Others
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YARD No.79

“TRITON”
Official No. 98380
Launched 13™ April 1892

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1899/1900

Name of ship - Triton

Ship’s no. 98380

Master T. J. Wales

Built - 1892. Completed in April of that year.
Built By - J.Scott and Co., Kinghorn
Description - Steel ketch rigged screw trawler with one deck
Gross tonnage - 170

Net tonnage - 56

Length - 103 feet

Breadth - 21.1 feet

Depth - 12 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder
Engine built by - Scott and Co., Kirkcaldy
Owners - Blethyn, Cole and Wales Jnr.
Port of Registry - Milford

Flag - British

From the “Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday 16th April 1892 page 5, Col. D

“Launch - Messrs John Scott and Co., on Wednesday launched the “Triton” one of the finest steam
trawlers yet set afloat. The “Triton” is for a Milford Haven firm, (John White) and at once steamed for
Burntisland. She will proceed to Wales, where she is sure to do credit to her builders.

From “The Times” 22nd January 1910: p12, col F

Shipping Accidents

A large steam trawler, Triton, owned by a Mr. White, and managed y Messrs. Sellick, Morley and Price
(Ltd), of Milford Haven, while trawling on Thursday afternoon suddenly sprang a leak which the crew
were powerless to overcome and which ultimately resulted in the trawler’s foundering about 20 miles
S.S.W. off Blackball Head. The crew were 25 hours in an open boat in mid-ocean. The second
engineer of the trawler arrived at Berehaven yesterday. He stated that when the leak was discovered
the men were put instantly to the pumps, but after working for some hours they found that the leak had
grown worse and that no amount of pumping would lessen the amount of water, which, by that time,
was breast-deep in the engine room and cabins. suddenly the ship began to settle down and Captain
Joyce ordered the men to take to the lifeboat. The half-dressed and almost famished men kept at the
oars, pulling for Berehaven in the teeth of a strong north-easterly wind. On reaching the harbour
several of the crew collapsed from exhaustion and were conveyed to the River Dart, where restoratives
were applied and the men were supplied with warm clothing.

From PRO Ref. BT165/55. Vessels reported as having been Wrecked, sold foreign or broken up
in 1910.

Name of ship - Triton
Ship’s No. - 98380
Propulsion - Steamer

Net tonnage - 56

LOST 30th JANUARY 1910
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YARD No.80

“PRINCESS MELITA”
Official No. 101546
Launched 28" August 1893

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1899/1900

Name of ship - Princess Melita

Ship’s No. 101546

International Code - RLBF

Master - E Sacco from 1893

Built - 1893

Built by J. Scott and Co., Kinghorn

Description - Steel, ketch rigged screw steamer with one deck
Gross tonnage - 120

Net tonnage - 51

Length - 112.8 feet

Breadth - 18.1 feet

Depth 8.3 feet

Engine - Compound 2 cylinder

Engine built by J.Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Owner - G. P. Sammut & Co.

Port of Registry - Malta

Flag - British.

From “The Steamship” journal October 1893, P152

Launches

Scott & Co., Kinghorn

“Princess Melita” a steam yacht luxuriously fitted up and built to the order of a firm in Malta. The vessel
was launched fully equipped and with steam-up and at once proceeded on her trial trip — 28 August
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YARD No.81

“EXPRESS”
Official No. 84967
Launched 12" May 1892

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Express

Ship’s No. - 84967

International code - MQGF

Built - 1892

Built by - J.Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Description - Steel paddle steamer

Gross tonnage - 428

Net tonnage - 321

Length - 202.5 feet

Breadth - 24.2 feet

Depth - 10.2 feet

Engine - Compound diagonal 4 cylinder. 248 nominal horse-power.
Engine built by - J. Scott and Company, Kirkcaldy
Owner - Morecombe Steamboat Company (Lim)
Master - G. R. Thompson since 1893

Port of Registry - Lancaster

Flag - British

From “Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday 14th May 1892, page 4, col D

Launch at Kinghorn - On Thursday afternoon, Messrs John Scott & Co., Kinghorn, launched a paddle-
steamer from their yard at Abden. The dimensions of the vessel are - length, 208ft; breadth , 24ft.; and
depth 11ft. She is built of Scottish mild steel. It is expected that the steamer will attain a speed of 15
knots an hour. Her saloons are luxuriously furnished. The vessel has been built to the order of the
Morecombe Steamboat Co. Ltd., and will be placed on the Isle of Man service. The vessel was
christened the “Express” by Mrs Birkett, Morecombe.

From the “Steamship” 1 June 1892

Extra information given in the magazine regarding the ships engines when reporting her launch.
The Express was fitted with compound surface condensing oscillating engines, especially designed by
the builders, and she was the first steamer built at Kinghorn to be so engined.

The company which was later to become the Morecombe Steamboat Company, Limited originated
under the partnership of R. Wilson, Robert Birkett and J. Brown. The “ Express” had accommodation for
a thousand passengers and was remarkably comfortable. She was one of the fastest ships on that
coast, her trial speed reaching 16 knots, and remained in the ownership of the company until 1897.

“The Register”, a newspaper from Nova Scotia, Canada dated 26th Jan 1898 gives the following
information:-

“The Yarmouth Steamship Company has just added another flyer to it’s fleet, having purchased the new
steel paddle steamer, Express, in England. The Express was launched in May last and has proved
herself a sea-boat. The steamer was built by John Scott and Co., Kirkcaldy and Kinghorn, for the
Morecombe Steamboat Co., for their passenger service between Morecombe, Isle of Man and North
Wales. She will be placed on the route between Halifax and Yarmouth, and when the Coast Railway is
completed to Barrington, will connect with that route there”.

N.B. Presumably the launch referred to in the previous article is the Express’s Canadian launch.

Wrecked near Barrington, Nova Scotia, Canada 16" September 1898
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YARD No.82

“LEVEN” (Later “CARLO”)
Official No. 97938
Launched 5" September 1892

From “Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday 10th Sept 1892, Page 4.

| LAUSCE OF A STEAMER AT KINGHORN, |
! There was launched on Monday from the ship- |
{ building yard of Mossrs John Scott & Co. a fine
| ecrew sieamer, which has been built to the order
of the Loven S:ecamship Company, Limited,
Methil She is of the raised qnarter deck type,
| with bridge bouse nnd forecastle, three steim
] winches, and Clark Chapman windlass, and has
| all the l itest improvaments for the radld loadin
i and discharging. She ie 153 it. long, 23 ft. 3 in,
{ beam, and 11 feet 6 inc4es deep. She was
| lannched with ateam up, and immadiately after
.the launch went an her trial trip in the Firth of
| Forth, and at night went to Methil to load
‘ cargo for France.  On leaving the waya she was
: christened the Lavea by Mra Joknaton,
| 5

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Leven

Ship’s no. 97938

Built - 1892. Completed in September of that year

Built by - J.Scott and Company, Kinghorn

Description - Steel, schooner rigged, three masted screw steamer with one iron deck
Gross tonnage - 390

Net tonnage - 202

Length - 153.6 feet

Breadth - 23.3 feet

Depth - 10.7 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder

Engine built by - J. Scott and Company, Kirkcaldy

Port of Registry - Kirkcaldy, flag British

Owner - Methil S. S. Company (Lim)

Manager - C. R. MacTaggart

Master - W. Kennedy - joined company and ship in 1892

Extra information from Ships Registered at Kirkcaldy 1855-1903

Port no. 4 in 1892

Flag - British

Stern - Elliptic

Build - Clinker

No gallery or head

Frame - Steel

No. of bulkheads - Three

No. of engines - Three

Type of engines - Triple expansion, three cylinder

Engines built - 1892 by John Scott and Co.

Speed - 9 knots

Name, description and residence of owner and no . of 64 shares held by each - The Methil S.S
Methil, Fife - 64 shares.

Charles Rowatt MacHaggar of Methil, Manager of Company

Registration closed 24th December 1897 - Sold to Brunner of Trieste, Austria.
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Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1897/98

There is a note alongside the entry for Leven which states “Now named “CARLO”, see supplement”.
The information that the supplement gives is basically the same as that in the previous entry apart from
the following:-

Port of registry - Trieste

Owner - F and R Brunner
Managers - E. Weiss and Company
Master - G. Gladulich - from 1898
Flag - Austro Hungarian

Wrecked near Zlarin 14" September 1903
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YARD No.83

“JEAN GUITON”
Official No.
Launched 23™ June 1894

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Jean Guiton

Master - Usereau - joined the company in 1891 and master of this ship since 1894.
Built - 1894

Built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Description - Steel paddle steamer with one deck
Gross tonnage - 199

Net tonnage - 75

Length - 134 feet

Breadth - 20 feet

Depth - 8.5 feet

Engine - Compound 2 cylinder

Engine built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Owner - Delmas Freres

Port of Registry - La Rochelle

Flag - French.

From “Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday 30th June 1894, page 5, col. C.

Kinghorn

Launch of Another Vessel.

On Saturday evening the firm of Messrs. John Scott & Co., shipbuilders, Kinghorn, launched from their
yard here a paddle steamer for the firm of Dalmas Freres, La Rochelle, France. The vessel is principally
intended for passenger fraffic; but accommodation has been left for fruit traffic, and the hold is
registered for 100 tons nett, which is equal to about 189 tons gross. The length of the vessel is 40 feet,
20 feet in breadth, and the depth is 9 feet 6 inches.

From “The Steamship” July 1894,P31

Extra information on the launch of the “Jean Guiton” not given above.

“Jean Guiton” Paddle steamer 180 tons gross. 140 feet by 20 feet x 9 feet. Built for the firm of Dalman
Freres, La Rochelle, France. Intended principally for passenger traffic, but accommodation has also
been provided for fruit traffic. The vessel has been engineered by the builders, and was launched
steam-up. — 13 June
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YARD No.84

“SATURNUS”
Official No.
Launched 4" June 1893

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Saturnus

Master - M. Gartiez - joined the company in 1890 and master of this ship since 1893
Built - 1893. Completed in June of that year

Built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn

Description - Steel schooner rigged steamer with one deck, one awning deck and electric light.
Gross tonnage - 913

Net tonnage - 566

Length - 198 feet

Breadth - 29.2 feet

Depth - 11.8 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder, 180 NHP

Engine built by - J. Scott, Kinghorn

Owner - Cia Maritima

Port of Registry - Manila

Flag - Spanish

From the “The Steamship”, July 1893

P32

Launches

Scott & Co., Kinghorn

“Saturnus” a steel screw steamer 205 feet long x 29 feet wide and 21.4 feet wide. Intended for passage
of cargo trade on the Manilla coast. The steamer has been built to the order of McLeod Brothers & Co.,
London and has engines of 1250 i.h.p She has accommodation for 32 First Class passengers, and 16
second class passengers. — 4 June

P74

Trials

“Saturnus” This vessel built and engineered by Scott & Co., of Kinghorn, for Messrs McLeod Brothers &
Co., London & Manilla, was on 29 June taken from Burntisland for her official six hour trial in the Firth of
Forth. The vessel is 200 feet long and 29 feet wide and 21 feet deep to the upper deck, and is built of
the awning-deck type, with cellular double-bottomed throughout. She has splendid accommodation for
a large number of first and second class passengers. The engines are of the usual triple type, and
worked throughout the trial without a hitch of any kind. The vessel attained a speed of over 13 knots an
hour, to the entire satisfaction of the owner and his consulting engineer Mr. A. C. Hay of Liverpool, who
were both on board. She was built expressly for the Manilla trade.

Beached and burnt San Fernando, Philippine Islands 5t August 1899
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YARD No.85

“PRO PATRIA” (Later “CANADA”, “PERCESIEN”)
Official No. 117146
Launched 31% August 1893

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Pro Patria

Description - Steel schooner rigged screw steamer with one deck, one awning deck and two
trailing buttresses.

Built - 1893

Built by - J. Scott, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 759

Net tonnage - 380

Length - 185.5 feet

Breadth - 27.2 feet

Depth - 19.5 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder

Engine built by - J. Scott, Kinghorn

Port of Registry - St. Piere

Flag - French

Owner - Th. Clement, J. Cecconi and Co.

Master - Denis

From “The Shipping Gazette Weekly Summary” 22™ September 1893, page 606:-

Under “Launches”
“Pro Patria” Steamer, steel, schooner rigged of about 673 tons was launched at Kinghorn on August
31 . Owned by Messrs T Clement y Ceccone & Co. of St Pierre.

In 1903 the Pro Patria was sold to S.M Leggasse, Neven & Cie, also of St. Pierre, Miquelon, who then
sold it on the same year to W.W Lewis of Halifax, Nova Scotia who renamed her Canada. Three years
later, in 1906, she was bought by the Canada and Cape Breton S.S Co. also based at Halifax.

From Lloyd’'s Register of Shipping 1905/06

Name of ship - Canada

Previous name of ship — Pro Patria
Ship’s no. - 117146

Port of registry - Halifax, Nova Scotia
Flag - British

Owner - W. W. Lewis

Master - Hickey

This is the first time the Canada appears in Lloyd’s Register. The ship was intended for coasting
purposes around Halifax, Nova Scotia and Cape Breton.

Over the next five years she was to have five more owners:-

1909 - Fraserville Nav. Co., Halifax

1911 - G.A. Binet, Quebec

1912 - Campbellton and Gaspe S.S.Co., Quebec

1911 - P Blouin, Quebec

1915 Gaspe and Baie de Chaleurs S.S.Co. Quebec who renamed her PERCESIEN

On the 9th Feb 1918, on a voyage carrying timber from Quebec via Halifax to Preston, she was
abandoned in a sinking condition at 51.26N/32.12W.
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YARD No.86

“SEVILLANO” (Later “CABO ESPARTEL”, “CABO”)
Official No.
Launched 22™ February 1894

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1895/96

Name of ship - Sevillano

Description - Steel screw steamer with one steel deck and one awning deck and three trailing
buttresses

Built - 1894. Completed in February of that year

Built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 1233

Net tonnage - 1217

Under deck tonnage - 779

Length - 211 feet

Breadth - 32.1 feet

Depth - 15.9 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder, 127 HP

Engine built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn

Port of Registry - Seville

Owner - Cia Sevillana de Navigacion a Vapore

Master - J.Garcia - Joined company in 1879 and this particular ship in 1894

Flag - Spanish

There is a note alongside this entry in Lloyd’s Register which says that the ship had been re-named
Cabo Espartel and to refer to the supplement. The supplement states the following:-

Name of ship - Cabo Espartel

Master - D.J.Garqoiti

Owner - Ybarra & Co,

From “The Steamship” journal, March 1894, P359

Launches

Scott & Co., Kinghorn

“Sevillano”, steel, to carry 1700 tons on light draught, 220 ft by 32 ft by 24 ft. She has been built for a
Spanish firm in Seville, and is intended for the wine and fruit trade at that port. She takes Lloyds highest
class, has been fitted with triple expansion engines by the builders, and her boilers are so arranged that
ample steam power will always be available. Being launched with steam up, the vessel proceeded up
the Firth on a preliminary trial run — 22 February

From “The Steamship” journal, April 1894, P395

Trials

Sevillano. The new steamer Sevillano built by Messrs John Scott & Co., of Kinghorn, went on her
official trial on the 28 February off Burntisland. The steamer which was built to the order of the Sevillano
Steamship Co., Seville, and intended for the wine and fruit trade at that port, is built of mild steel, and
fitted with triple expansion engine and classed 100 A1 at Lloyds. All the latest improvements and fittings
for the working of the cargo have been introduced, and the vessel has been constructed under the
immediate superintendence of Mr. J. Wilkie, of Liverpool. For the official trial the vessel was loaded,
having 1650 tons dead weight on board, and the means of the runs made both with and against wind
and tide was 10.45 knots. The results gave the utmost satisfaction to the owners, and the builders were
complemented on the satisfactory test which was made. The Sevillano which is commanded by Captain
Garcia proceeded to Seville direct with a full cargo of coal.
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Extra information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship — Cabo Espartel ex. Sevillano

Description - Steel schooner rig screw steamer

Gross tonnage - 1249

Net tonnage - 801

Owner - Ybarra & Co.

Master - Perez - joined the company in 1893 and master of this ship since 1895

From The “Dictionary of Disasters at Sea during the age of steam 1824-1962” by Charles Hockin

1916 Renamed “Cabo” and then on the 17" February of the following year she was sunk by a German
submarine in the Bay of Biscay at a position of 45.00N/5.09W

Owners - Bjellard and Hanson

Built 1894 by Scott and Company

Norwegian Steamship Cabo was sunk by a German submarine on February 17" 1917 in the Bay of
Biscay,
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YARD No.87

“BIRKENHEAD” (Later “Gallic”)
Official No. 102164
Launched 7" June 1894
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From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Birkenhead

Ship’s No. - 102164

Master - |. Hunt - from 1894

Description - Steel paddle steamer with one deck
Built - 1894. Completed in June of that year

Built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 311

Length - 150 feet

Breadth - 28.2 feet

Depth - 10.2 feet

Engine - Compound diagonal 4 cylinder

Engine built by J. Scott, and Company, Kinghorn
Owner - Corporation of Birkenhead

Port of Registry - Liverpool

Flag - British

Additional notes - Used for ferry purposes. Electric light

From “The Steamship” journal , July 1894

P31

Launches

Scott & Co. of Kinghorn launched the “Birkenhead” a steel paddle ferry steamer for the Corporation of
Birkenhead specially designed for the Woodside and Liverpool stations. Her dimensions are:- length
150 ft, breadth of hull 28 feet and over the sponsons 48 feet and 11 feet deep. She is fitted with a
spacious saloon, nearly the whole length of the ship 16 feet wide and 8 feet high. This saloon is divided
into three compartments, viz smokers (forward), general saloon (in midships) and ladies compartment
(aft). In the construction of these saloons lighting and through ventilation have had special attention and
passengers will no doubt find this the most comfortable boat in ferry service. The hull and machinery
have been constructed in excess of the latest requirements of Lloyds and the Board of Trade. The hull
is divided into twelve watertight compartments by longitudinal and transverse bulkheads, making her
practically unsinkable, as she would float safely with any three compartments full of water and a full
complement of passengers on board. The sponsons run nearly right round the vessel and are plated on
the underside of the girders and riveted to the hull proper, thus forming another four watertight
compartments. On the top of the deck saloon is the spacious promenade deck, twenty-one feet wide
and the whole length of the ship. This is fitted with deck chairs fitted as life rafts on Captain Pinkeys
patent. Parts of the main deck are fitted in the same way. The machinery consists of two sets of
compound surface condensing engines, one set to each wheel, working independently of each other,
and capable of indicating 900 h.p. which will give a good speed of 12 % knots/ The boilers are two in
number, of the navy type, each having three furnaces and large heating surface, and working at a
pressure of 110 Ibs p.s.i. A complete installation of electric lighting is provided of the most improved
type, by Messrs J. H. Holmes & Co., of Newcastle. The vessel has been designed and constructed
under the personal supervision of Captain McQueen, the ferry manager, assisted by Mr. Blair, the ferry
engineer, both of whom have had large experience in this class of steamers. The vessel had steam-up
and immediately went for a preliminary trail time and had her compasses adjusted. — 7 June

P32

Trials

The trial of “Birkenhead” a steel paddle ferry steamer took place on the Mersey 15 June, the
“Birkenhead” left the Morpeth dock and proceeded to the measured mile, over which she ran several
times. On the first two runs her speed was 11.2 knots. On the third and with the tide slightly behind her ,
she made 12 knots, and on another run she attained a speed of 12.9 knots with the tide. This result was
considered very satisfactory on a new vessel.

From the “Shipping Gazette Weekly Summary” March 11th 1887

Information regarding a collision between the Birkenhead and the tug Gipsy King

Page 147, col. 5

Birkenhead (s) - See Gipsy King (tug)

Page 147, col. 7

Gipsy King (tug) - Liverpool, March 4, 11.49am - The Gipsy King tug, and Birkenhead, Woodside ferry
steamer, were in collision in river this morning, and former had starboard sponson cut through and
paddle-wheel damaged.
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Information obtained from red-duster.co.uk

Birkenhead was the last paddle steamer built for the Corporation of Birkenhead for use as a ferry. Her
first service was the Woodside-Liverpool route and was later followed by the one from Rock Ferry to
Liverpool..

In March 1907 she was acquired by the White Star, renamed Gallic. She was stationed at Cherbourg
when calls were made there after the ships were transferred to Southampton.

In 1911 she was replaced by the Nomadic and Traffic.

In 1912 she returned to Liverpool where she was used as the occasional baggage boat.

In 1913 she was broken up at Garston in the River Mersey.
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YARD No.88

“QUEENSLAND”
Official No. 99249
Launched 11" July 1894

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Queensland

Ship’s no. - 99249

Master - W. McKinnon - since 1895

Built - 1894. Completed in July of the year

Built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Description - Steel schooner rig screw streamer with one iron deck
Gross tonnage - 461

Net tonnage - 232

Length - 160 feet

Breadth - 25.6 feet

Depth - 11.2 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder

Engine built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Owner R. Hart

Port of Registry - Leith

Flag - British

From “The Steamship” Journal, August 1894, P72

Launches

Scott & Co., Kinghorn

“Queensland” a steel ship 165 feet long x 25.6 feet wide and 11.9 feet deep. The vessel has been built
for the special trade to Messrs Wilson Hart & Co., Ltd., of Maryborough, Queensland and has a raised
quarter-deck. Quarter-deck, bridge-house and top-gallant forecastle. She is built to 100 A1 at Lloyds
special survey and has triple engines to indicate about 500 h.p. with an extra long boiler, working at 170
p.s.i. The Vessel was launched steam-up, and after leaving the ways proceeded to adjust compasses
and run the trial trip. — 18 July

From the Australian Government Department of Environment and Heritage “Scuttled and
Abandoned Ships in Australian Waters”

Queensland

S ss - (steel steam ship)

461t - (gross tonnage 461)

Official number 99249

160.0 x 25.6 x 11.2

Built 1894 (7) - (completed July)

By J. Scott and Co., Kinghorn

3 x EB owners

Built for R Hart

¢1917 bought by Cleghorn, Hopkins Ltd, Brisbane and converted into a gravel lighter and eventually
abandoned on Bishop Island.

(Other sources say scuttled off Cape Moreton)
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YARD No.89

“BENSHAW”
Official No. 102197
Launched 27" February 1895

From “Fifeshire Advertised” Saturday 2nd March 1895, page 5, Col. F

LAUNCH AT KINGHORN.

On Wedunesday there was launched from the
yard of Measra John Scott & Co:, Kioghorn, &
ateel screw steamer, which has' been bullt to the
order of -Jo-erh Roult, Heq., of Liverpool. The:
dimensions of the vessel are—250 by 38 ft. by
21 ft 8in., and is designed to carry 2700 tons
on a light draft of water. The enginee are 908
horse power, with a workiog pressare of 200 lbe,
per equare inch. The vessel was named ** Bon-
shaw,” by Miss Chalmers, of Liverpool, Om
leaving the ways, she steamed up the Firth for
& preliminary trial of her engines, She is the
firat of two sister ships the builders have im
hand for the same owner, e

On Thursday. the- ** Bonshaw” went on her
trial trip, and proved very satisfastor, her &
belag ebove the apscificd rate. A very lﬁo
concourse of spectators witnessed the launch,
which was one of the best of nearly ninety from
Abdoen ebipyard. i

It may be noted that Mesars John Soott & Co.
is the only Company on the KEaet Coast who
launch their vessels with steam up.

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Benshaw

Ship’s no. 102197

International signal code - NRTQ

Master - J. M. Jones - joined the company in 1891, master of this ship from 1895
Built - 1895. Completed in March of that year

Built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn

Description - Steel, schooner rig screw steamer with one deck
Gross tonnage - 1724

Net tonnage - 1077

Length - 250 feet

Breadth - 38.1 feet

Depth - 19.5 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder, 189 horse-power

Engine built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn

Owner - S. S. Benshaw Co. (lim) (J.Hoult)

Port of Registry - Liverpool

Flag - British
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Information from “Dictionary of Disasters at Sea During the Age of Steam. 1824-1962” by Charles
Hocking F.L.A.

Name of ship - Benshaw

Line - Town Line

Built - 1895

Built by - J.Scott and Company

Gross tonnage - 1724

Length - 250 feet

Breadth - 38.1 feet

Depth - 19.5 feet

Engine - Triple expansion. 189 horse-power.

On 18th December 1916 on a voyage from Bilbao to Ayr the Benshaw was wrecked on South
Rock, County Down. She was carrying a cargo of iron ore from Bilbao to Ayr.

Fom Lloyd’s Weekly Index, 28th December 1915, page16

Benshaw - British Flag - 1077 tons From Bilbao December 12th for Ayr.

From a List of Merchant Ships Wrecked, Broken Up or Sold Foreign 1908-1918
PRO Ref BT167/55

1917 - Benshaw - Official no. 102197 — Steamship lost 18th Dec 1916 - List received England 13th April
1917
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YARD No.90

“BENHEAD” (Later “CAMARGO”)
Official No. 105320
Launched 27" June 1895

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Benhead

Ship’s no. - 105320

International Signal Code - NWCM

Master - J. Denver - since 1896

Built - 1895. Completed in July of that year

Built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Description - Steel schooner rig screw steamer
Gross tonnage - 1725

Net tonnage - 1081

Length - 250 feet

Breadth - 38.1 feet

Depth - 19.5 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder. 189 horse-power
Engine built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Owner - S. S. Benhead Co. (Lim) (J. Hoult)

Port of Registry - Liverpool

Flag - British

From “The Steamship”, August 1895, P72

Launches

Scott & Co., Kinghorn

“Benhead” a steel 2850 ton carrying capacity on light draught, 250 feet long, 38 feet wide and 21.9 feet
deep. She is fitted with powerful engines, the boilers having a working pressure of 200 p.s.i. The vessel
is the second from the same order built by Messrs Scott & Co., to the design and order of Joseph Hoult
of Liverpool, for the general cargo trade. — 27 June .

From Transcripts and Transactions P.R.O ref BT110/10

Certificate of British Registry 11:July:1895

Benhead

Ship’s no. - 105320

No., date and port of registry - 65, 1895, Liverpool, new vessel

Where built - Kinghorn 1895 - British

Built by - J. Scott and Co.

Steam screw

One deck

Two masts

Schooner rigged

Clinker built

Framework - Steel

Four bulkheads

Engines - One set of direct acting vertical inverted, three cylinders, built 1895 by J Scott and Co.

Speed - 8.5 knots

Owner - Joseph Hoult (Steamship “Benhead” Co. Ltd), 3 Wellington Buildings, South Castle St.
Liverpool, Lancashire

Number of shares - 64

Manager - Arthur C. Hay - address as above

Masters

12:July:1895 - Custom House, Leith - Edward Arthur Ogg is now master

11:September:1895 - Cardiff - As above, certificate of competency no. 05317

7:March:1896 - Barry Dock - James Denver, 011733

6 :January: 1899 - Liverpool - lvor Yorath Acraman, 021849

28:February:1899 - Cardiff - James Denver, 011733
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Registration closed 8" July 1899 — Sold to Spain and renamed “Camargo”

From Lloyds Weekly Shipping Index 24th October 1912
Under “Casualties and Misc. Reports.
Camargo

Hartlepool, October 18th - Camargo, of Santander, sank after collision 16 miles E.N.E. of Hartlepool.
Five men missing, one dead: remainder of crew landed by trawler Loch Garry. Reported Etona, colliding
vessel proceeded.

West Hartlepool, October 18th, 4.31p.m., October 18th - Reported collision 15 miles N.E of Hartlepool
Etona, of London and Camargo, of Santander. Camargo sank. 18 survivors landed at Hartlepool by
trawler Loch Gary. One man dead.

Hartlepool, October 18th, 5.01p.m. - Steam trawler Loch Garry brought into Hartlepool 18 of crew, 17
living, one dead, of Spanish steamer Camargo, of Santander, which was run down and sunk by British
steamer Etona, of London, 16 miles E.N.E of Hartlepool to-day. Five of crew of Spanish ship still
missing.

South Shields, October 18th, 7.01p.m. - This afternoon London steamer Etona, Burntisland for Savona,
coal laden, put into Tyne with stem and bows below and above waterline extensively damaged,
forepeak full of water, as result of collision this morning 20 miles East Tyne piers during slight haze,
supposed with Santander steamer Camargo, Rotterdam for Tyne, light, which foundered immediately.
Five hands drowned; remaining 18 rescued by steamers own boat and Hartlepool steam trawler Loch
Garry. Subsequently landed Hartlepool. Etona now at 13 pier North Shields.
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YARD No.91

“PLYMOUTH BELLE” (Later “WILLKOMEN”, CUXHAVEN”)
Official No. 105264
Launched 8" June 1895

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Plymouth Belle

Ship’s no. - 105264

Master - J. Trenance - since 1895

Built - 1895

Built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Description - Steel paddle steamer with one deck
Gross tonnage - 645

Net tonnage - 376

Length - 220.5 feet

Breadth - 26.3 feet

Depth - 9.1 feet

Engine - Compound 2 cylinder

Engine built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Owner - “Plymouth Belle” S. S. Co. (Ltd)

Port of Registration - Plymouth

Flag - British

From “The Steamship”

July 1895, P32

Launches

Scott & Co., Kinghorn

“Plymouth Belle” a steel paddle steamer 220 feet long x 26 feet wide and 10 feet deep. The vessel has
been built to the requirements of the Board of Trade for home trade passenger certificate, under the
supervision of George Walker, London and has been specially constructed for cross-channel service
between Plymouth the Channel Islands and the coast of France, She will be under the management of
Mr Dusting, Saltash, Plymouth, who has extensive knowledge in the management of steamers of this
class. The vessel was launched with her machinery on board and with steam-up, and immediately
started for a preliminary trial — 8 June

August 1895, P75

Trials

“Plymouth Belle” This paddle steamer built by Messrs Scott & Co., Kinghorn went on her official trial on
29 June when everything worked to the entire satisfaction of Mr. Dusting of Plymouth managing owner
and Mr. Walker of London, the consulting engineer. The speed obtained was just over 17 knots on a six
hour trial and on four consecutive runs on the measured mile, this being a knot over the guaranteed
speed. The vessel has been very strongly constructed for a home trade passenger certificate, and is
intended to run from Plymouth to the Channel Islands and the coast of France, and is certificated to
carry 660 passengers on these runs.

In 1895 a Plymouth businessman W.Dusting formed the Plymouth Belle Steamship Co. and, as can be
seen by the above information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping, took delivery of the paddle steamer
Plymouth Belle which had been launched on the 8th of June of that year. Apart from the Windsor
Castle ( 1892) she was not only the largest vessel hithertoo seen on the South Coast but also the
fastest. She was immediately placed on long-distance trips which included three day excursions to
Guernsey and Jersey or the two day journey to the Isles of Scilly. The public however did not take to
this “in-between” type of expedition, preferring either the shorter excursions or the other extreme of
short distance cruising. And so it was that after just one season she was chartered to Collard of
Newhaven and commenced cross-channel trips to Boulogne from all of the principal Sussex resorts.
However, with The Lorna Doone and the Brighton Queen vying for the same customers as the
Plymouth Belle, Collard decided against renewing her charter and in 1898 she was sold to South Coast
and Continental Steamers. Again she was unsuccessful and before the following season was sold to
the Hanburg-Amerika Line. She was renamed Willkomen and operated between Hamburg and
Helligoland until 1925.
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Photocopy of a poster advertising excursions on the “Plymouth Belle” captained by Henry Francis

Defrates master of the ship from 9th August 1898 until 17th July 1899.
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Captain H. F. Defrates 1895-1984 Master of the “Plymouth Belle” 1898-1899

Information from a document recording the changes of master of the Plymouth Belle. PRO Ref.
336/007.

Name of vessel - Plymouth Belle

Official No. - 105264

Plymouth - 16:7:1895 - George D Turpitt 95873
Plymouth - 27:7:1895 - Joseph May 102788
Plymouth - 21:9:1895 - John Trenance 103503
Newhaven - 26:7:1896 - William Mason 103416
Shoreham - 14:6:1898 - William Kerr 102801
Newhaven - 9:8:1898 - Henry F Defrates 021721
Rye - 17:7:1899 - William Kerr 102801

Plymouth - 27:10:1899 - James Nicholson 014957

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1899/1900

The original entry for the Plymouth Belle had been crossed out and the new entry was under the name
Willkomen. The captain on the entry for the Plymouth Belle was H.F.Defrates (coincidentally an
ancestor of mine).

The new entry reads as follows:-

Name of ship — Willkomen - Ex Plymouth Belle

Master - H. Faje - from 1899

Owner - Hamburg Amerk Packet F act Ges (Ham - Amr Linie)

Port of Registry - Hamburg

Flag - German

Name change to “Cuxhaven” 1924 and was finally broken up in June 1929
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YARD No.92

“RAITH”
Official No. 102204
Launched 18" July 1895

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Raith
Ship’s no. - 102204
Master - J. Goodsir - Joined the company in 1886 and became master of the Raith in 1895
Built - 1895

Built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn

Description - Steel screw lighter with one steel deck

Gross tonnage - 92

Net tonnage - 49

Length - 66 feet

Breadth - 18.2 feet

Depth - 8.7 feet

Engine - 2 cylinder

Engine - built by J. Scott, Kinghorn

Owner - Kirkcaldy, Leith and Glasgow Steam Packet Co. (Lim)

Port of Registry - Kirkcaldy
Flag — British

Extra information from Ships Registered at Kirkcaldy 1855-1903 SRO Ref. CE63/11/12

Dated 1st August 1895

Port no. - 2in 1895

No. of masts - One

Rig - Sloop

Stern - Elliptic

Build - Clinker

No gallery or head

Frame - Steel

No. of bulkheads - Two

Engines - One simple direct acting vertical

Speed - 8 knots

Name, description and residence of owners and no. of 64 shares held by each - The Kirkcaldy, Leith
and Glasgow Steam Packet Co. Ltd of Mid Pier, Kirkcaldy, Fife - 64 shares.

Designated manager - Thomas Saunders of 60 Glebe Park Street, Kirkcaldy

16" May 1916 John Muir Paton 68 Gordan Street, Glasgow (Shipowner) died 12 Nov 1917.

22™ May 1918 Then to Theresa Stafford or Paton of Stafford Busby, Lanark. David Paton 72 Great
Clyde Street, Glasgow (Stationer) joint owners and Thomas Thornby, The Elms, Falkirk (Commercial
Manager).

15 June 1918 Earl John Leslie 59 Dock Street, Dundee (Shipowner) and John Stewart 82 Gordon
Street, Glasgow (Shipowner).

Ship totally lost 9 November 1919.

Registry closed 17 November 1919.

Loss of the Raith

On 8" November 1919 the Raith was making her way from St Davids-on-Forth to Aberdeen with a
cargo of coal and had reached four miles south west by south of Girdleness near Aberdeen when she
was struck by heavy sea. The following day, with five feet of water in the engine room and hold, the
crew were taken off by a trawler and the Raith finally foundered a quarter of a mile east of Cove,
Aberdeenshire.

From PRO Ref. BT 165/55 - Wreck cases completed during 1919

Name of ship - Raith

Ship’s no. - 102204

Propulsion - Steam

Lost 9" November 1919 - List received C&D 1st December 1919.
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YARD No.93

“CLIO” (Later “CHIENG MAI”, SARIE BANDJER”, “SHAW HSING”)
Official No. 195751
Launched 17" October 1895

From “Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday 19th October 1895, page 4, col. F

Laundu AT KiNGHORN, —On Thursday,
there was launched from the shipbuilding
yard of Messrs John Scott & Co., Kinghorn, &
steel screw steamer of the following dimen-
sions :—230 feet long, 32 feet of beam, and 21
feet in depth to the top of awning deck. The
steamer has been built to the order of the
Straits Steamship Company, Singapore, and
has been 'specially designed for their trg%e
between Singapore and Bangkok. The decks
are complétely constructed of teak, and accom;
modation is provided for first-class passengers.
Having been built to Lloyd’s highest class,
the Board of Trade have granted her a full
certificate. The vessel has been designed to
carry 1200 tons on a draught of 13 feet of
water, and her boilers and engines are ex-
pected to propel her at the rate of ten knots
per hour when fully loaded. The christening
ceremony was performed by Miss Blair, of
"Cupar. The vessel was launched with steam

up, and immediately left to load at Burnt-
island.

From “Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday 19th October 1895, page 5, col. D

Burntisland

Steamers are now launched from the building yards in such an advanced state as to excite surprise.
The new steamer “Klio” (sic) took the water for the first time on Thursday afternoon, from Messrs Scott
& Co.’s yard, and reached the dock here the same tide. She was immediately berthed, and commenced
taking in cargo. The vessel necessarily requires some finishing touches, but the foresight requisite to
bring about such a rapid change says a lot for the efficiency of the builders.

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Clio

Ships’ no. 195751

International signal code - PCMJ

Master - J. B. White - Joined the company in 1894 and became Master of the Clio in 1895
Built - 1895. Completed in October of that year

Built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn

Description - Steel screw steamer with one steel deck and a teak awning deck
Gross tonnage - 1237

Net tonnage - 767

Length - 229.8 feet

Breadth - 32 feet

Depth 13.1 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder, 130 horse power

Engine built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn

Owner - Straits S. S. Company (Ltd)

Port of Registry - Singapore

Flag - British
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From “The Steamship” Journal, November 1895

P193

Launches

Messrs Scott & Co., Kinghorn

“Clio” 230 feet long, 32 feet wide and 21 feet deep. The vessel has been constructed for the Straits
Steamship Co., of Singapore, and has been specially built for the trade between Singapore and
Bangkok. She has teak decks, and accommodation for a small number of first class passengers. She
has been built to Lloyd’s highest class, and has a Board of Trade certificate for passengers. The vessel
has been designed to carry 1200 tons on 13 foot draught of water and has engines and boilers to
propel her at the rate of 10 knots loaded. She has been constructed under the superintendence of Mr.
Robertson of Singapore and Mr. Darling of Union Steamship Company of New Zealand, Glasgow. The
steamer was launched with steam-up and immediately left for Burntisland where she will load a full
cargo of coal. — 17 October

P193

Trials

“Clio”. This cargo steamer built by Scot & Co., Kinghorn went on her trial trip on the Forth on the 19
October. The guaranteed speed of 10 knots per hour was exceeded, the average being 10 1/3 knots.
The steamer was put on a four hour run to test the efficiency of her engines, and the results gave the
utmost satisfaction to owners and builders. The “Clio”, which has been built to the order of a London
firm, is intended for the China trade and is of the highest class.

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1905/6

Name of ship — Chieng Mai - ex Clio
International signal code - QGTK

Master - C.Ehlert

Built - 1895

Built by - J Scott and Co., Kinghorn
Description - Steel screw steamer with one deck and one awning deck
Gross tonnage - 1237

Net tonnage - 767

Length - 229.8 feet

Breadth - 32.0 feet

Depth - 13.1 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder
Engine built by - J Scott and Co., Kinghorn
Owner - Nord Deutscher Lloyd

Port of Registry - Bremen

Flag - German

Information obtained from the section dedicated to the North German Lloyd Company fleet of
ships on “The Ships List” website http://www.theshipslist.com/ships/lines/nglloyd.html

The Clio, built in 1895 was purchased from her original owners, the Straits SS Co., Singapore, by the
North German Lloyd Company in 1899 and renamed the Chieng Mai. She sailed with North German
Lloyd until 1906 when she was sold to Handels and Schhep Mart and renamed Sarie Bandjer.

In 1910 she had another change of name to “Shaw Hsing”.
She was finally broken up following a collision at Hunt's Wharf, Shanghai on the 5" March 1934.
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YARD No.9%4

“EMILY”
Official No. 105376
Launched 18" December 1895

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Emily

Ship’s no. 105376

Master - T. Anson - since 1895

Built - 1895

Built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Description - Steel screw steamer with one deck
Gross tonnage - 154

Net tonnage - 99

Length - 97.4 feet

Breadth - 19 feet

Depth - 9.3 feet

Engine - Compound 2 cylinder

Engine built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Owner - Wallasey Local Board

Port of Registry - Liverpool

Flag — British

From “The Steamship” Journal January 1896, P273

Scott and Co., Kinghorn — Launch
Emily — built to the order of Wallasey Urban District Council of Egremont, and is specially designed as a
tender for Wallasey Ferry Steamers — December 18th

Wallasey Local Board bought the “Emily” to replace their “Maggie” and act as a coal-barge. She was
withdrawn from service in 1934.
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YARD No.95

“GIANG SENG”
Official No. 105821
Launched 18™ April 1896

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1896/97

Name of ship - Giang Seng

Ship’s no. - 105821

Master - G. G. Follett - became master of the Giang Seng in 1896

Built - 1896. Completed in April of that year

Built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn

Description - Steel screw steamer with one part steel, part teak deck, two trailing buttresses and
a shade deck of teak - a deck of light construction and with openings in the sides.
Gross tonnage - 1183

Net tonnage - 722

Length - 235.3 feet

Breadth - 34.1 feet

Depth - 16.6 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder

Engine built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn

Port of Registry - London

Flag - British

Extra information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1899/1900

International signal code - PGSN
Master - G.G.Follett

Owner - Tan Kim Tian S. S. Co. Ltd.
Port of Registry - Singapore

Flag - British

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index 24th April 1896, page, under launches.

Giang Seng - On April 18th Messrs John Scott and Co., launched on the Clyde the screw steamer
Giang Seng which they have built for a Chinese Gentleman in Singapore. The dimensions are:- length
24ft, breadth 34ft; and depth to main dick17ft 6in. The builders have also supplied and fitted the triple
extansion engines of 160 N.H.P, with two large boilers, having a working pressure of 170lb. The vessel
has been buillt for the coasting trade round Singapore. She is designed to carry 1500 tons of cargo and
steam 11-12 knots per hour.

(N.B. The ship was built and launched at Kinghorn, not on the Clyde)

Broken up in China July/Sept quarter 1931
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YARD No.96

“JOHN HERRON?” (Later “SATELLITE”)
Official No. 106796
Launched 12" June 1896

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1899/1900

Name of ship - John Herron

Ship’s no. - 106796

Description - Steel , sloop rig paddle steamer with one deck
Built - 1896

Built by - J.Scott and Company, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 333

Net tonnage - 60

Length - 160 feet

Breadth - 27.1 feet

Depth - 9.9 feet

Engine - Compound 2 cylinder

Engine built by - J.Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Owner - Wallasey Local Board

Master - J. Potter - since 1896

Port of Registry - Liverpool

Flag - British

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index, 10th June 1896, page 10, under Launches.

John Herron - On June 12th Messrs John Scott and Co. of Kinghorn, launched the first of two paddle
steamers they are building to the order of the Wallasey Urban District Council under the
superintendence of Messrs. Flannery and Triton, consulting engineers of Liverpool and London. These
vessels are 160 ft long by 27 feet beam by 10ft 10in depth moulded. They have been built with all the
latest improvements, and have been so arranged that the funnels stand amidships and give two long
unbroken saloons fore and aft, and there is no obstruction to the funnel in the gangways. The vessels
are constructed to carry about 1500 passengers on a very light draught of water, and to maintain a
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higher rate of speed that the present vessels engaged in the same service. The comfort and the
convenience of the passengers have been specially considered, the saloons being thoroughly heated
and ventilated, and tastefully decorated. As the vessel left the ways she was named John Herron, in
honour of the respected chairman of the Ferry Committee, by Mrs Finch, the wife of Mr Finch, of the
firm of A. Billbrough and Co., of Lloyd’s.

From “The Steamship” Journal, July 1896, P34, under heading Trial Trips.

John Heron — 16" June this paddle steamer proceeded on her trial trip on the Firth of Forth. The results
were very satisfactory, the vessel being well within her specific draught and attaining a maximum speed
upwards of 13knots and the machinery working without the slightest trouble. The vessel was also put to
a severe test as to her steering capability and proved to be exceptionally handy.

Was requisitioned during World War 1. She did not return to the Mersey at the end of the hostilities
but was sold to Societe Marine de Transbordemment, Cherbourg, renamed “Satellite” in 1902 and
worked as a tender at the port.

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1921/22

Name of ship - Satellite

Previous name - John Herron

Owner - Owner Soc. Mar. de Transbordement
Port of registry - Cherbourg

Flag - French

Sold to the Compagnie Nord Atlantique at a later date.
Broken up October/ November/ December quarter 1925 at Cherbourg.
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YARD No.97

“PANSY”
Official No. 106830
Launched 2™ October 1896

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1899/1900

Name of ship - Pansy

Ship’s no. - 106830

Description - Steel sloop rig paddle steamer
Built - 1896

Built by - J Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Gross tonnage - 333

Net tonnage - 60

Length - 160 feet

Breadth - 27.1 feet

Depth - 9.9 feet

Owner - Wallasey Local Board

Master - T. Maxwell - since 1896

Port of Registry - Liverpool

Flag - British

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index 16th October 1896, page 11, under launches.

Pansy - On October 2nd Messrs J Scott and Co., of Kinghorn, launched the new paddle steamer Pansy
which is a sister vessel to the John Herron, both of which steamers have been built by Messrs Scott
and Co. to the order of the Wallasey Urban District Council, under the superintendence of Messrs
Flannery and Triton, of Liverpool and London. The dimensions of the steamer are:- 160ft by 27ft by10ft
6in. She has two spacious saloons on the main deck, as well as an exceptionally large promenade
deck. She is constructed for a very light draught of water on account of the special service for which
she is intended. She also presents several novel features as compared to the usual type of ferry boats
on the Mersey. The vessel was launched in a complete state and with steam up, and immediately
proceeded for a preliminary run on the Forth, on which the machinery ran smoothly and without any
trouble. As the vessel left the ways she was christened the Pansy. The Wallasey Council were
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represented by Mr J. Herron, J.P., the chairman of the Ferry Committee, and Mr Danger, clerk to the
council, and the consulting engineers by Mr S. B. Tritton. The vessel will shortly proceed on her official
trial trip, and then take up her station in the Mersey.

Information from “West Coast Steamers” - Duckworth and Lanmuir 1953 & 1966

Pansy was launched in 1896 and sold, together with her sister ship the John Herron launched earlier
that year, to the Wallasey Local Board. Their design had been based on that of the Thistle, another
Kinghorn built ship, but with raked funnel and mast. Both the John Herron and Pansy were requisitioned
during World War 1. The John Heron survived the ordeal but the Pansy was lost off Anglesey whilst en
route to London.

From wreck cases completed during 1917 PRO Ref. BT165/55.

Name of ship - Pansy

Ship’s no. - 106830

Propulsion - Steam

Lost 20th January 1917 - O.H.M.S.

From “Shipwrecks Around Britain “- a diver’s guide by Leo Zanelli.

Wreck of Paddle Steamer Pansy - Page 76, Wreck no. 271
Length - 160ft
Breadth - 27.1ft
Depth - 9.9ft
Gross tonnage - 333
Built - 1896
Location - Latitude - 53 degrees, 25 - 24 North
Longitude - 04 degrees, 21 - 54 West
Depth - Bottom 50ft - 60ft
Surveys - Sub aqua
This wreck was first located by divers in 1968. The ship is fairly well broken up on sea bed and he
findings include parts of huge paddle wheels and isolated sections 15 feet high. The sea bed in the
area of the wreck is steep and shelving.
Unconfirmed reports suggest Pansy sank in a N.E. gale in 1915, on route to the south coast.

Information obtained from “Dive” magazine website.

The “Pansy” had been requisitioned for war duty by the Admiralty in 1917 and was on her way to
London when she ran ashore at the western side of Bull Bay during a north-easterly gale. (Bull Bay is
situated off the north coast of Anglesey close to the town of Amlwch) The wreck is very close to the
shore so it comes as no surprise that part of it had been salvaged and the team from “Dive” Magazine
only found a few badly corroded parts of the hull, with two pairs of bitts and what could be part of a
paddle- wheel nearby .
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YARD No.98

“TETUAN” (Later “DANIA”, “ALGOL”)
Official No. 106818
Launched 5" November 1896

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1899/1900

Name of ship - Tetuan

Ship’s no. - 106818

International Signal Code - PMNF

Master - E. A. Sibbick - since 1899

Built - 1896

Built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Gross tonnage - 1394

Net tonnage - 888

Length - 230.7 feet

Breadth - 33 feet

Depth - 23 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder
Engine built by - John Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Owner - G.S.N.C

Port of Registry - London

Flag - British

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index 20th November 1896, under launches.

Tetuan - On November 5th there was launched by Messrs John Scott and Co., at Kinghorn, the steel
screw steamer Tetuan, built to the order of the Mersey Steamship Co. (Messrs Leach, Harrison and
Forwood, managers). The dimension sate:-235ft by 32ft by 25ft to the awning deck. The vessel has
been constructed under the supervision of Messrs William Esplen and Son of Liverpool, and is classed
in the British Corporation’s highest grade. As the vessel left the ways she was christened by Miss

Crawford, and immediately left for her trial trip.

1898 - G.S.N.C. purchased Tetuan from the Mersey Steamship Co.
1900 — Renamed “Dania”.

1914/15 she is recorded as being owned by Fornyade Angf. Aktieb. Svenska, Gothenburg and sailing

under the Swedish flag.

1915 — Renamed “Algol”. New Owner Det Bergenske. Port sailing from Bergen, Norway.

March 10™ 1917 - Sunk as a result of gunfire from a submarine 60.17N/42E.
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YARD No.99

“JAFFA”
Official No. 106749
Launched 2" June 1897

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1899/1900

Name of ship - Jaffa

Ship’s no. - 106749

International Signal Code - PTVM

Master - J. W. Taylor - joined the company in 1877 and became master of the Jaffa in 1897
Built - 1897. Completed in June of that year

Built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn

Description - Steel screw steamer with one deck and two trailing buttresses
Gross tonnage - 1594

Net tonnage - 1025

Length - 260.1 feet

Breadth - 35.2 feet

Depth - 16.4 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder

Engine built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn.

Owner - Bailey & Leetham Ltd.

Port of Registry - Hull

Flag - British

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index 11th June 1897, page 10, under launches.

Jaffa - On June 2nd there was launched from the yard of Messrs John Scott and Company, the steel
screw steamer Jaffa, built for a special trade for Messrs Bailey an Leetham (Ltd), Hull. The vessel is of
the long full poop type, with topgallant forecastle, and is of the following dimensions:- 260ft by 39ft by
19ft, with triple engines; cylinders, 22in, 36in and 60in by 39in stroke; and two extra large boilers for a
working pressure of 180lb per square inch. She has accommodation for a large number of 1st class
passengers in a large deckhouse amidships, and has the usual Board of Trade certificate. The vessel
was named by Miss Crawford, and had steam up, and immediately proceeded on her trial trip.

In 1903 Jaffa was transferred to the Wilson Line

From wreck cases completed during 1918 PRO Ref. BT165/55

Name of ship - Jaffa

Ship’s no. - 106749

Propulsion - Steam

Lost 2nd FEBRUARY 1918

War Loss. List received 16th February 1918

From British Vessels Lost at Sea 1914-1918, 1939-1945
National Archives Library Ref 940 45 HOC

Page 79 - Merchant vessels lost or sunk
Name of ship - Jaffa

Ship was armed

Gross tonnage - 1383

Date of loss - 2nd Feb 1918

Position - 3 miles E by S from Owers L.V.
Cause of loss - Submarine

No warning

How sunk - Torpedo

10 lives lost
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Information from “A Dictionary of Disasters at Sea during the Age of Steam 1824-1962” by
Charles Hocking F.L.A, and “Shipwreck Index of the British Isles” by Richard and Bridget Lord.

Name of ship - Jaffa

Owner - Ellermans Wilson Line

Port of Registry - Hull

Flag - British

Voyage - Boulogne - Southampton

Built - 1897

Built by - J Scott and Company, Kinghorn, Fife
Type of ship - Steel screw steamship
Armament - 1x12 pounder.

Gross tonnage - 1383

Dimensions - as above

Engine - 251HP triple expansion 3 cylinder
Speed - 11 knots

Cargo - ballast

Crew - 27

Crew lost - 10

Lives lost - 10

Captain - D. H. Casson (survivor)

2nd February 1918

At 12.10am the steamship Jaffa was torpedoed below the bridge on the port side by the German
submarine UB30 three miles east by south of the Owers lightship and sank by the head in three
minutes. The second mate and three other men got away in the starboard boat and were able to
rescue the remaining survivors from the water but unfortunately ten men were found to be missing. Ten
minutes after the ship sank the U-Boat surfaced, closed in on the lifeboat and questioned the master
before sailing off.

After spending time searching and calling for the missing crew members the survivors made for shore
landing at Littlehampton at 8am the same morning.

The ship’s papers went down with the wreck which lies in a general depth of 22 metres with the bow
orientated towards the south, intact and inclined at 45 degrees to the east. The stern is inverted and the
midship section destroyed from the boilers to the foredeck.

The wreck was identified from a china plate which bore the insignia “Wilson Line”, the ship’s owners.

A little extra information was found on “Vernon’s Shipping and Diving” website under his list of
Littlehampton’s popular wreck sites. This states that in 2002 the Jaffa, which was torpedoed on
February 2nd 1918, was lying in 28 metres of water. She was lying on her port side with her boilers
standing proud by 6 metres. She was armed with a 4.7 inch gun and shell cases had been found.

Lloyd’s War Losses 1914-1918 also confirms that the Jaffa was en route from Boulogne for
Southampton carrying ballast when she was sunk by a submarine when three miles east by south of
Owers lightship.

285



YARD No.100

“KARRAKUTTA”
Official No. 102212
Launched 11" December 1897

From the “Fifeshire Advertiser”, 18th December 1897.

— =
"Kinghorn— On Satnrday, Messrs
JTohn Scott & Co., engineers and,
shipbuilders, Iinghorn, lnunr_‘lwdi
from their yard a beautifully model-
led enrgo and possengoer steamer of
the following dimensions:—Length,
310°; breadth, 42'; depth, 18" 97;
gross tonnage, 2,0891—for the “-es:i
Australinn  Btéamship  Company.
There 1s accommodation for 38 first-|
class 7~ ssengers, with ladies' rooms,
dininir rooms, pantry, bars, ete. Also
accommodntion for 38 secnnd—clnss'i
passengers.  She  was ]"IIi.‘l.’[IIHJI
named  “Karrnkatta” by  Miss|
Roberts, daughter of  Captain
Roberts, marine superintendent  of
the company.

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1899/1900

Name of ship - Karrakutta

Ship’s no. - 102212

International Signal Code - VSKH

Built - 1897. Completed in December of that year
Built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Description - Steel screw steamer with two steel decks the upper one being sheathed or covered
with wood.

Gross tonnage - 2091

Net tonnage - 1271

Length - 300 feet

Breadth - 42.2 feet

Depth - 17.6 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder

Engine built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Owner - West Australian Steam Navigation Co., Ltd.
Port of Registry - Fremantle

Flag - British
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From Lloyd’s Weekly Register, 1st April 1901 (Collection of messages re. sinking of vessel)

Broome, West Australia April 1st, 10am, Karrakutta (s) official number 102212 wrecked and totally lost
ship and cargo at Swan Point Island. All aboard saved. The Captain remains by the wreck, the only
visible parts of the wreck are masts and funnels.

She struck on a rock about a mile from shore lying in 6 fathoms of water. She is lying in the tideway and
her position for salvage is very difficult. Shall we appoint a surveyor and may we charter a vessel and
proceed to wreck?

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index, 4th April 1901, page 6.

London, April 3rd - “Karrakutta” (sic) ashore Swan Point W.A.. This vessel was bound for Singapore
from Fremantle, and was calling at Derby.

Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index, 19th April 1901, page 4

Broome, April 12th, 3.40pm - “Karrakutta” (sic): surveyor reports cannot be floated. Salvage of cargo
impracticable owing to expense. Wreck abandoned by master.

Information from “A Dictionary of Disasters at Sea During the Age of Steam 1824-1962” by
Charles Hicking F.L.A. and “Australian Shipwrecks” , volume three, by Jack Loney.

Name of ship - Karrakutta
Owner -

Built - 1897

Built by - J Scott and Company
Dimensions as above

The British steamship Karrakutta, owned by C Bethell and Company, was Wrecked on March 26" 1901
on a voyage from Fremantle, via Derby (W. Aust) to Singapore carrying passengers and a General
Cargo. After striking an uncharted rock near Cape Levique, Western Australia she started to settle very
quickly forcing all hands, 129 of them, to the boats. They stayed alongside the ship for several hours
until the tide subsided when they were able to land safely on a small sandy island off Swan Point.
Unfortunately they had little food or water with them and so a party set out overland in the hope of
securing help but was forced to return. Eventually they were rescued by the schooner Alto and were put
ashore at Broome.

The Karrakutta was registered at Fremantle in 1897. Her master at the time of her loss was Captain
Tabboys.
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YARD No.101

“KWANG PING” (Later “HSING SHIH”)
Official No.
Launched 6™ April 1898

From the “Fife Advertiser” dated 9th April 1898

| CHINESE

VESSEL LAUNCHED.

Ou Wednesday there was a rather
impressive launcl from the yard of
Messrs Jobn Scoty and Company,
Abden Works, Kinghorn,  Some
special interest was attached to the
event in that the new vessel is in-
tended for the developnieng of the
mining industry in China, and has
been  built to the oulu of ihe
Chinese  Yngineering and Mining
Coy. of Tein Tein. The vessel is a
steel secrew  steamner 270 feet in
length by 40 feet with a gross ton-

all respects satislactory. So com-
plete was the preparations that
the vessel left the way without the
slightest hitch and took the water
in a graceful fashion, As she moved
off she was christened the “IKwang
]'j.ll.;_'," i.ll}' Mrs ]lit_] the wife of
the su]n-nn:endeh .'md a hearty
chieer was raised as she glided into

the Firth., As is usual with ves-
sels built at Kinghorn, she was
launched with steam up, and she

immediately sped on her trial trip,
her movements being watched with
much interest by those on shore.

nage of 1 967 tons and carries. 2,000 Alter her preliminury tria] trip the
tong  des l(l\ul;:ht, on a 14 feet C“Kwang Ping" went to Burntislang
draught. Fitted up with every to conl after which she will proceed
comfort for accommodation of 208 to Middlesborough to take in a
passengers, European and native, general  cargo  for Shanghai  and
the steamer is furnished with elec- Taku, for which she sails in charge
tric light, and bus all the latest of C 1pl‘un Culder,

ms[m.u.muum5 for the speedy load- Note,—* h\\'mi_ Ping" is a
g and discharging of cargo, A Chinese  word umnm ﬁmndhh
lurge crowd gathered at thy yard peaca,” ??

to witness the launeh which was in

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1899/1900

Name of ship - Kwang Ping

Description - Steel screw steamer

Built - 1898

Built by - J Scott and Co., Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 1966

Net tonnage - 1263

Length - 265 feet

Breadth - 40.2 feet

Depth - 20.6 feet

Engines - Triple expansion 3 cylinder
Engines built by - J Scott and Co., Kinghorn
Port of Registry - Tientsin

Flag - British

Owner - Chinese Engineering and Mining Co.
Master - J Calder - joined the company and became master of the Kwang Ping in 1898

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1925/26 Supplement entry no.39341

Name of ship - Hsing Shih

Previous name - Kwang Ping

Owner - San Peh Steam Navigation Co. Ltd.
Port - Shanghai

Flag - Chinese

August 1937 — Scuttled Kiangying Boom, Yangtse
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YARD No.102

“YACONA” (Later “AMELIA” reverted back to “YACONA”)
Official No.
Launched 18™ July 1898

Top photograph of “Yacona” before being acquired by the U.S, Navy in 1917

Bottom photograph shows “Yacona” at Boston Navy Yard, Massachussetts in 1917
painted in pattern camouflage
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From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping Yacht Index 1899/1900

Name of ship - Yacona

Description - Steel steam steamer with two decks and electric light.
Built - 1898 - completed in July of that year

Built by - J. Scott, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 527.35

Net tonnage - 156.98

Length - 188ft 6in

Breadth - 271t 2in

Depth - 13.85ft moulded

Engines - T3 Cy, 6in, 29in, and 48in - 33in - 150 HP
Engines built by - J. Scott, Kinghorn

Port of survey - Leith

Port of registry - Lisbon

Owner - H.M. the King of Portugal*

*Also owned yachts Amelia and Lia

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index 22 July 1898

Launches (Page 14)

Messrs John Scott and Co. have launched at Kinghorn the steam yacht YACONA, 188ft 6in x 27ft 2in x
13ft 85 depth moulded, and 635 tons Thames measurement, built to the order of Mr. Walter S Bailey,
Commodore of Yorkshire Yacht Club. The Propelling machinery is supplied by the builders. She was
christened Yacona.

From “The Steamship” Journal Sept 1898

P115, Trial Trip

Yacona went on a trial trip from Burntisland Roads. Results highly satisfactory, 14knots on the
measured mile. The party included the owners and Messrs Crawford of John Scott and Co., the
builders.

The propelling machinery supplied by builders sufficiently powerful to drive the Yacona from Burntisland
to Hull in 17hours.

Electric light supplied by Messrs. Holmes and Co. , Newcastle and Glasgow.

Steam Windlass supplied by Messrs Harfield and Co.

Steering engine supplied by Messrs Alley and McLellan

Summery of Service Career

1898 - Built to the order of Walter S Bailey, Commodore of Yorkshire Yacht Club, and launched of the
18th July.

1899/1900 - Now owned by the King of Portugal and renamed “Amelia”

(Information from here on obtained from “Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships “, Department of
the Navy)

1891 — Reverted to the name “Yacona”

¢1906 - sold to H. Clay Pierce, a financier and oil industry pioneer of New York City

1917 - 29th September acquired for the American Navy for service during W.W.1. Fitted out at Boston
Navy Yard and assigned the designation SP-617. Commissioned 10th December. Commanded by
Comdr. John Wilcox, Jr..

1918 - Operated in coastal waters as far south as New York . 24th February departed Newport under
command of Lt. Comdr. George A. Alexander for Bermuda. 26th February the starboard ports of the
deck house smashed by heavy seas causing some flooding and taking away part of the starboard bow
bulwarks. Later the same day she developed a leek which caused more flooding in her bunker spaces
and fireroom. Arrived Bermuda 1st March and remained there to have damage repaired. Left Bermuda
on the 8th April to escort a convoy to Ponta Delgada, in the Azores. Arrived 22nd April. Left on the 4th
May and arrived at Hamilton 14th May. Repeated this trip, but with another convoy, returning on 20th
June to Bermuda. Had engine repairs and hull painted at the British Dockyard, Bermuda. Departed
Bermuda 9th July for New London, Connecticut with the American vice consul to Switzerland, Louis
Lombard, and his son as passengers. Arrived 12th July. Spent almost two months on the east coast of
the U.S.A. before departing on her next escort mission from Charlston, S.C. to Bermuda. Escorted one
more convoy to the Azores between 15th and 27th September. Fouled her port anchor on the mooring
gear when leaving Ponta Delgada on 2nd October and, in order to join the next convoy on time, she
slipped her anchor together with 15 fathoms of chain. Another problem arose on 2nd October when she
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spotted a suspicious object on the surface and went to general quarters and opened fire on what turned
out to be a drifting buoy. Arrived Bermuda on the 12th of October and left for New York on the 5th
December arriving at the N.Y. Navy Yard on Armistice Day, November 11th. Attached to Division 3,
Battleship Force 1, United States Atlantic Fleet. Sailed within the immediate area before arriving at
New London on the 16th.

1919 - January, placed in reserve. 13th June left New London. 16th June, arrived New York Navy Yard
to unload her ammunition and have her ordnance removed. 26th June, decommissioned and placed in
reserve.

1920 - 22nd April, the Navy decided to sell her. 14th September, Navy cancelled the sale order. 11th
October Yacona was taken out of reserve and recommissioned. Rest of year being prepared for a long
voyage to the Far East.

1921 - 1st March, travelled via Bermuda, Hamilton, Ponta Delgada and across the Atlantic to Gibraltar
where she arrived on 3rd April. Whilst there Yacona full-dressed ship in honour of the anniversary off
the accession on King George V to the throne of England and fired a 21 gun salute together with all of
the other ships in the harbour. Left Gibraltar 8th May and arrived at Bombay, India on 1st June. 3rd
June, again dressed ship this time for the King’s birthday. 4th June, sailed via Colombo and Singapore
to Manila Bay where they arrived on 14th July. 27th July, decommissioned and turned over to
representatives on the Insular Government. Records of her service for the Philippines apparently have
not survived.
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YARD No.103

“MAY” (Later “SOONGARI”)
Official No. 109065
Launched 28™ September 1898

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1898/99

Name of ship - May

Ship’s no. - 109065

Description - Steel screw steamer with one steel deck, a well deck and two trailing buttresses.
Built under special survey.

Built - 1898. Completed in September of that year

Built by - J Scott and Company, Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 1415

Net tonnage - 814

Under deck tonnage - 939

Length - 237.5 feet

Breadth - 34.1 feet

Depth - 16.7 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder. 214 NHP

Engine built by - J Scott and Sons, Kinghorn

Port of survey - Leith

Port of registry - Hull

Flag - British

Owner - Bailey and Leetham Ltd.

Master - J. Grant - Joined the company in 1880 and the May in 1898

This entry was followed by a note - “Now named Soongari, see n0.92 in supplement”. The extra
information contained in the said supplement was as follows:-

Name of ship - “Soongari”

Ex “May”

Port of survey - Antwerp

Port of Registry - Vladivostok

Flag - Russian

Master - Datema - Joined the ship in 1899

In the following Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1899-1900 the master has once again changed and is now
P Kaschkin. All other details are as above.

(The new owners were the Chinese Eastern Railway Company)

From Lloyd’s Weekly shipping Index 7th October 1898

LAUNCHES (page 10)

On September 28th there was launched by Messrs John Scott and Co., at Kinghorn, a screw steamer
for passenger and cargo traffic to the Mediterranean, built to the order of Messrs Bailey and Leetham of
Hull. The vessel is 237ft long by 34ft wide and 17ft 9in moulded depth. She is fitted with triple expansion
engines, and her speed is designed to be about 10.5 knots per hour.

TRIAL TRIPS (page 11)

On October 1st the steel screw steamer MAY, 237.5feet x 34.15 ft x 16.7ft depth moulded, with a
registered tonnage of 1415 tons and classed 100A1 at Lloyds, which was launched on 28th Ult. from
the shipyard of Messrs John Scott and Co, Kinghorn went out on her official trial trip, and made a
successful run, attaining a speed of 13 knots per hour, the test being made on the measured mile at
Aberlady Bay. The engines which are of the triple expansion type, also made by Scott and Co, worked
with smoothness, steam being plenteously supplied by 2 large marine boilers. The owners, Messrs
Bailey and Leetham of Hull and London, were represented on this occasion by Mr. L.S.Stephenson,
engineer superintendent, and Captain John Grant, who will sail the vessel; the builders by Mr Crawford
and his two sons. This vessel has been specially built for Messrs Bailey and Leetham’s passenger and
cargo trade between London and St. Petersburg.
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YARD No.104

“LANCASHIRE” (Later “CATHAIR NA GAILLIMHE”)
Official No. 110549
Launched 8" February 1899

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1899/1900

Name of ship - Lancashire

Ship’s number - 110549

Master - W. Williams - joined the ship and became master of her in 1899
Built - 1899. Completed in February of that year.

Built by - J. Scott and Co., Kinghorn

Description - Steel, twin screw sloop with one part steel teak sheathed deck and electric light.
Gross tonnage - 469

Net tonnage - 77

Length - 150.5 feet

Breadth - 41 feet

Depth - 11.4 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder

Engine built by - J. Scott and Co., Kinghorn

Owner - Municipal Corp. of Birkenhead

Port of Registry - Liverpool

Flag - British

Use - For ferry purposes

From “The Steamship” Journal, March 1899, P353

Launches

Scott and Co., Kinghorn.

Lancashire — steel twin-screw ferry passenger steamer for the cross-river service of the Mersey, 574
tons register, 58x42x12.6 feet, and has a carrying capacity of 1614 passengers. Classed 100A1 at
Lloyds and built to the order of the Birkenhead Corporation, the vessel has been specially designed to
meet all the latest arrangements of the ferry service that experience and practise have suggested to the
able and energetic manager of the ferries, Captain McQueen.
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1929 - Bought by Galway Harbour Commissioners and re-named “Cathair na Gaillimhe” for use as a
tender.
1948 - Broken up at Cork, Ireland.

Information from a letter written to me in September 1999 from A. K. McKerrow, maternal
grandson of Captain Peter McQueen.

“As General Manager of the Birkenhead Corporation Ferries, Captain Peter McQueen was able to give
his wife Ada the unusual experience of naming a ship at her launching, and to do so at an unusual
shipyard. Owing to local circumstances at Kinghorn, Fife, John Scott and Co., launched vessels built by
them with a full head of steam so that they could at once “sail” away, for there was no associated wet
dock or fitting-out basin because of nearby rocks.

So, in 1899, my maternal grandparents, Peter and Ada McQueen, travelled from Merseyside to
Kinghorn for the launching of the twin-screw steamer “ Lancashire”, as must have done the crew
required to man the vessel.

Ada was presented with a silver card case (or box) which included an ivory sheet for notes plus a
stylus. The case was engraved with the words:

As a souvenir of the launch
of the
T.S.S. LANCASHIRE
(for) MRS. ADA McQUEEN
8th Feb. 1899
John Scott & Co., builders.
(here is engraved a profile of the vessel)
T.S.S LANCASHIRE.

This inscription is surrounded by a formal floral design of leaves.
At about this time it was becoming customary for Ferry “Boats” such as the Lancashire, to be fitted

with electric lighting. The Lancashire was probably used for cross - river working between Birkenhead
and Liverpool between the various terminals on the Birkenhead side.”
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YARD No.105

“CLAUGHTON?” (Later “OLD CLAUGHTON”)
Official No. 110580
Launched 30™ May 1899

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1899/1900
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Name of ship - Claughton

Ship’s no. - 110580

Master - W. Williams - joined the company and became master in 1899
Built - 1899. Completed in July of that year

Built by - J. Scott and Co., Kinghorn

Description - Steel screw sloop rig steamer with 1 part steel deck with teak sheathing
Gross tonnage - 393

Net tonnage - 79

Length - 210 feet

Breadth - 25.1 feet

Depth - 8.4 feet

Engine - Triple expansion

Engine built by - J. Scott and Co., Kinghorn

Owner - Municipal Corp. of Birkenhead

Port of Registration - Liverpool

Flag - British

Use - For ferry purposes

From Lloyd’s Weekly Register of Shipping 9th June 1899

Launches

On May 30th there was launched by Messrs John Scott and Co., at Kinghorn, a steel twin-screw
passenger ferry steamer for the County Borough of Birkenhead Corporation Ferries. The vessel’s
dimensions are as follows:-

Length 150ft

Breadth on waterline - 38ft

Breadth on main deck - 41ft

Depth moulded 11ft Qin.

The engines are of the twin quadruple expansion type of the Yarrow-Tweedie Patent, and are capable
of driving the vessel at 12.5 knots. The vessel was named CLAUGHTON. She was launched with steam
up, and immediately steamed off to Burntisland Dock.

1930 - Renamed “Old Claughton” - Sold for scrap - Broken up at Preston third quarter 1930
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YARD No.106
“TANTALLON CASTLE” (Later “SUSSEX BELLE”, “RHOS COLWYN”,

“WESTONIA”, “TINTERN”, “ALENTEJO”)
Official No. 109595
Launched 6™ May 1899

-PS. TANTALLON CASTLE.

-DIMENSIONS.
T Ca 5 Ll B el oo™ Jown Score & 02
-The Gattowsy SALDON e ME g IESEE Joun Seatr & LT -
— Steam Packer CH- fmoNe 70 Aspen Works,
Leimei ~Depr M= 876" [SineHORN,

— OwNERS.——

-

Above is an extremely rare and fine builder's mirror-backed half model of the passenger paddle
steamer Tantallon Castle (ex-Westonia, ex-Rhos Colwyn, ex-Sussex Belle, ex-Tintern), built for the
Galloway Saloon Steam Packet Company by J Scott at Kinghorn, Fife, 1889 with carved hull painted
pink below the waterline and lavender grey over, decorated paddle box with feathering wheel, lined
deck and superstructure complete with silvered fittings and twin raked stayed funnels in company livery,
mounted on a front-silvered mirror with angled end mirrors and builder's plate within mahogany display
case for wall hanging 23 x 687 x 11in. (68.5 x 174 x 28cm.)

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1899/1900

Name of ship - Tantallon Castle

Ship’s no. -109595

Built - 1899

Built by - J Scott and Co., Kinghorn
Description - Steel sloop rig steamer with one deck
Gross tonnage - 393

Net tonnage - 97

Length - 210.1 feet

Breadth - 25.1 feet

Depth - 8.4 feet

Engine - Compound 2 cylinder

Engine built by - J Scott and Co., Kinghorn
Owner - Galloway Saloon Steam Packet Co.
Port of Registry - Leith

Flag - British
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There is a possibility that this vessel may be the “Alentejo” at Constantinople.
Alister Deayton identified the ship as either “Ferah” or “Halep” and goes on to say that was
ex.”Tantallon Castle”.
However as “Alentejo” ended up in Portugal it seems unlikely this ship is “Tantallon Castle”, especially
as no record of a name change to “Ferah” or “Halep” can be found
If it is the “Alentejo”, then the photograph is after 1912 when the vessel had an extensive re-fit and
given just one funnel instead of two.

From “The Steamship” Journal June 1899, page 464

The official Trial Trip of the Tantallan Castle took place on the d15th May on the Forth. A six hour run
was arranged for , and the trip extended from Leith to within a short distance of St Abbs Head. During
the voyage the vessel proved herself a splendid sea boat, and gave every satisfaction to all on board.
At the measured mile going out the guaranteed speed of 16.5 knots was reached and, coming back
with the tide , the Tantallan Castle steamed the 17.5knots from the Bass Rock to the Herriot Buoy in
59minutes and to Leith Pier Head, 20 knots, in 1 hour 9 minutes - a meritorious performance.

A description of the Tantallan Castle with information obtained from “The Steamship” Journal
June 1899

The Tantallan Castle was launched from the Kinghorn Shipbuilding yard on the 6" May 1899, the first of
two paddle steamers for the Galloway Saloon Steam Packet Company. She was a beautifully modelled
vessel with a graceful and symmetrical appearance, and was a credit to both builders and owners. She
had been specifically designed and constructed to obtain a No.3 Board of Trade Certificate which
would enable her to sail between Leith and Dundee, and on to Berwick and Newcastle. Her promenade
deck extended 145 ft. fore and aft and by the full width of the ship. Every part of it was available for
passengers except for a portion taken up by two funnels and a ticket office. There were no openings
from end to end of this deck, the sponsons having been taken advantage of to contain the stairs leading
between the main and promenade deck. The galley, lavatories, store-room, lamp rooms etc were also
accommodated by the sponsons whilst the landing platforms, of which there were three on either side,
were situated on top of them and the paddle-boxes. The whole aim had been to keep the deck clear of
encumbrances so as to afford the passengers a promenade the full length of the deck. The first class
main saloon, which extends the full width of the vessel, takes up the portion of the main deck behind
the machinery and a well appointed smoke room is forward of the engine and boiler space. The dining
accommodation has been well thought out with the first class under the main saloon and the second
under the smoke room, each of them fitted out with a large bar and pantry.Covered alleyways have
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been provided running alongside the boiler casing on either side and extending from the front of the
main saloon to the front of the smoke room. These should prove a boon to passengers in case of
stormy weather.

Extra information from “Steamers of the Forth” by lan Brodie

After the sale of two of their ships it became necessary in 1898 for the Galloway Saloon Steam Packet
Co. to order a replacement. The replacement, the Tantallan Castle was by far the largest Cont vessel
the company had owned. She was a handsome ship with twin funnels and paddles set well aft and was
capable of reaching a speed of 16.5 knots. The furnishings on board were lavish and there was ample
accommodation for 787 passengers. The first class main saloon was divided on each side into three
alcoves which were separated by Greek carved pilasters inlaid with gold and with walnut capitals. The
walls were oak panelled and the egg and dart cornice was also of oak. The ceilings were white and gold
with the gold echoed in the velvet of the couches and as a final touch the windows at the after end were
of stained glass.

However, all was not completely well with the ship. She had turned out to be very lively and extremely
slow to answer the helm being stern heavy due to the fact that her designers had gone too far in the
opposite direction when trying to ensure that she would not be bow heavy.

Service Career

1899- Launched 6th May for the Galloway Saloon Steam Packet Co., the largest ship in the
company’s fleet. She was not only pleasant on the eye with her two oval cowl-funnels set forward of her
paddle boxes but also proved herself to be capable of a speed of 16,5 knots. Ran excursions from
Leith on the Firth of Forth.

1900 - Had a forecastle deck added

1901 - Sold to Captain Lee for service off the Sussex coast. According to a contemporary edition of the
“Brighton Gazette” he had intended to change her name to “Brighton Belle” but as a result of a court
order she was registered instead as the “Sussex Belle”. Inaugural trip 25th May to Eastbourne. Made
longer trips to the Isle of Wight and Southampton. Due to problems Mr Lee turned his business into a
limited company - “Lee Ltd.” and the “Sussex Belle”, as the “Tantallon Castle” was now known, came
under the ownership of the “Sussex Steam Packet Co.” of W Hawthorn. Continued to work the Brighton,
Eastbourne, Isle of Wight, Southampton.

1903 - sold to the Colwyn Bay and Liverpool S.S. Company and renamed “Rhos Colywn”

1905 - Sold to the Barry and Bristol Channel S.S. Company and renamed “Westonia”. Overhauled at
Dublin before entering the Cardiff -Weston service on the 10th June.

1907 - Transferred to the newly incorporated Red Funnel Line Ltd.

1908 - February, registered in the name of the Barry Railway Company. Had her forecastle removed.
1910 - April, sold to “Bristol Channel Passenger Boats”

1911 - December, became part of the P and A Campbell fleet after it absorbed the B.C.P.B.

1912 - Extensive re-fit. Was re-boilered and given just one funnel instead of two. She was also given
round portholes in her saloon and had her bridge repositioned forward of her paddle boxes. re-named
“Tintern”.

1913 - May, sold to “South and West Railways” of Portugal for use as a ferry across the River Tagus.
Re-named “Alentejo” after a province in southern Portugal. (Caminhos de Ferra du Sule Sueste,
Lisbon)

1927 - Deleted from register

From a List of Merchant Ships Wrecked, Broken Up or Sold Foreign 1908-1918
PRO Ref . BT167/55

1913 - Tintern - Official No. 109595 - Steamship - 119 tons net - Sold Foreign.
1924 — Broken up
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YARD No.107

“UNO” (Later “VICENTE LA RODA”, “JUAN ILLUECA”)
Official No. 110735
Launched 5" September 1899

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1899/1900

Name of ship - Una

Ship’s no. - 110735

Master - J Grant - Joined the company in 1880 and became master of the Una in 1899

Built - 1899 Completed in September of that year

Built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn

Description - Steel screw steamer with a well deck, a steel deck partly wood sheathed, two
trailing buttresses and electric light.

Gross tonnage - 1407

Net tonnage - 742

Length - 237.2 feet

Breadth - 34.2 feet

Depth - 16.8 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder

Engine built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn

Owner - Bailey and Leetham Ltd.

Port of Registry - Hull

Flag - British

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index 15th September 1899

Launches

On September 5th there was launched by Messrs. John Scott and Co., at Kinghorn, a steel screw
steamer, built to the order of Messrs Bailey and Leetham (Itd), Hull and London. The vessel has been
built to Lloyd’s highest class for well-deck steamers. Her dimensions are:-

Length - 37ft between perpendiculars

Breadth moulded - 34ft

Depth moulded 17ft Qin

Gross tonnage - 1444 tons

The vessel has accommodation for fifty-eight first class passengers in state rooms on main deck
amidships, and large saloon and ladies boudoir in a deckhouse on bridge. The machinery is also by
Messrs John Scott and Co.. The engines are 20in x 32in, and 54in by 39in stroke and two boilers 14ft
6in and 11ft long and 180Ib pressure, fitted with forced draught. The vessel was named UNA.

From “The Steamship” Journal October 1899, P155

Trial trip of Una. This steamer, built by Messrs John Scott and Co., Kinghorn went on her official trial trip
on 9" Sept. The engines worked smoothly during her trial and the vessel attained a mean speed of
about 14 knots over the measured mile.

In 1903 the business of Messrs Bailey and Leetham (Itd), Hull and their entire fleet of 23 vessels,
including Una, was transferred to the Wilson Line

1909 - Sold to Cia Transmediterranea, Vallencia,Spain and renamed “Vincent La Roda”

1945 - Sucesor de Enrique lllueca - renamed “Juan lllueca”

1960 — June 3rdWrecked at Cape Pe?as
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YARD No.108

“STIRLING CASTLE”
Official No. 109600
Launched 7" October 1899

8.5, STIRLING CASTLE AND CAPT

Above — “Stirling Castle” running for Galloway Saloon Steam Packet Company 1899-1907

Below - “Stirling Castle” 1909-1911 running for Bournemouth and South Coast Steam Packet Company
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A

Photograph after 1911 when “Stirling Castle” had her bridge moved forward of the funnel

Passengers aboard “Stirling Castle” 21 September 1913
She was requisitioned by the Admiralty 1914
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From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1899-1900

Name of ship - Stirling Castle

Ship’s no. - 109600

International Signal Code - RLWF

Built - 1899

Built by - J Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Description - Steel sloop rigged paddle steamer with one deck
Gross tonnage - 271

Net tonnage - 47

Length - 178 feet

Breadth - 24.2 feet

Depth - 7.6 feet

Engine - CD 2 cylinder

Engine built by - J Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Owner - Galloway Saloon Steam Packet Co.
Port of Registry - Leith

Flag - British

From Lloyd’s Weekly Register of Shipping 13 October 1899

Launches (page 11)

On October 7th there was launched, at Kinghorn, by Messrs J.Scott and Co., a paddle-steamer to the
order of The Galloway Saloon Steam Packet Co., Leith. The vessel is 170ft long by 24 ft broad by 7ft
9in deep moulded to the main deck, and has been built under the superintendence of Mr. Harris. The
vessel is provided with compound disconnecting engines, also by the builders, and boilers of the single-
ended marine type, with forced draught. The steamer was named STIRLING CASTLE by Miss
Galloway, daughter of Mr. M.P. Galloway.

From “The Steamship” Journal Nov 1899, P195

Trial Trip — Stirling Castle — This paddle-steamer, built by Messrs John Scott and Co., Kinghorn for the
Galloway Steam Packet Co., Leith, had her trial trip on 10" October. The steamer left Burntisland
Docks and underwent a six hour trial during which a mean speed of 15 knots was maintained.
Thereafter turning trials were undergone, with engines disconnected, when one engine was put full
speed ahead, and the other full speed astern, the vessel turned in her own length. Trials ran
satisfactorily in every way.

From the quinquennial list of ships registered in 1905 (Scotland) P.R.O Ref. Bt 163/2

This is an account of the no. and tonnage of the vessels appearing on the night of the 31st December
1905, on the register of vessels kept at ports in Scotland in accordance with the Merchant Shipping
Acts.

Port - Leith

Ship’s name - Stirling Castle
Year of registry - 1900

Port no. - 1

Ship’s no. - 109600

Steam ship

Gross tonnage - 271

Net tonnage - 47
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Summary of Service Career

1899 - Launched 7th October. Owners Galloway Saloon Steam Packet Company. On her trials she
reached a speed of 15 knots and showed how she could turn in her own length. She also had a
telescopic funnel. Employed on cruises from Leith to Alloa and Stirling.

1907 - Purchased by the Southampton, Isle of Wight and South of England Royal Mail Steam Packet
Co.Ltd in May . During the winter she had her telescopic funnel removed and replaced with a
conventional one but the bridge was still behind it, between the paddle boxes.

1908 - Monday 6th April, stationed at Bournemouth for service on the Swanage run. In July the
Bournemouth Queen took over that route and the Stirling Castle returned to Southampton for  service
there.

1909 - The 33rd season of the Bournemouth and South Coast Steam Packet's Red Funnel Boats.
Stirling Castle had her funnel painted red with a black top as did her companion ships the Lord Elgin
and the Bournemouth Queen.

1911 -Had her bridge moved forward of the funnel. Operated on the Bournemouth to Swanage service
until the end of the 1914 season. Several afternoons a week she would make the said run into a
triangular trip by the addition of a cruise into Poole Harbour on her return from Swanage before
returning to Bournemouth.

1914 - Requisitioned by he Admiralty during W.W.1 and saw war service in the Mediterranean. 1916 -
On 23rd September whilst performing minesweeping duties off the west coast of Malta she struck a
mine and sank. She was the first war loss for the company.

Information from P.R.O Ref. BT 165/55 - Wreck cases completed during 1916

Stirling Castle No. 109600 - Lost 23:9:1916. War loss. O.H.M.S

From Lloyd’s War Losses 1914-1918

Entry 26" September 1916

Stirling Castle (Trawler)

Flag — British

Gross tonnage — 271

Sunk by a mine off the west coast of Malta
On Admiralty Service

305



YARD No.109
“DELTA” (Later “ANNIE HOUGH”, “LANCASHIRE COAST”, “ARWYCO”,

“CORISCO”, “CORINTO”)
Official No. 110785
Launched 14" March 1900

From Lloyd’s Register 1899/1900

Name of ship - Delta

Ship’s no. 110785

Description - Steel steamer with one steel deck, one well deck and two trailing buttresses
Built - 1900. Completed in March of that year

Built by - J. Scott and Company

Gross tonnage - 1109

Net tonnage - 552

Length - 225.4 feet

Breadth - 34.2 feet

Depth - 15.2 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder

Engine built by - J. Scott and Company, Kinghorn

Owner - Bailey and Leetham Ltd.

Master - J. W. Truman - joined the company in 1898 and became master of the Delta in 1900
Port of Registry - Hull

Flag - British

From “Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday 17th March 1900, page 5, col. F

Launch at Kinghorn

There was launched on Wednesday from the shipbuilding yard of Messrs. John Scott & Co., Kinghorn,
a large cargo steamer built to the order of Messrs. Bailey and Letham, Hull. The steamer on leaving
the ways was christened the Delta, and being launched with steam up, she at once proceeded on a
preliminary trial trip. Her engines were also built by Messrs. Scott & Co. and are of the triple expansion

type.

In 1903 she was transferred to the Wilson Line
Extra information from Mercantile Navy List 1904

International signal code - RQDL
Owner - Thomas Wilson, Sons and Company Ltd., Hull
Manager - Charles J. Newbold, Hull

In 1904 she was sold to Hough, Liverpool and re-named “Annie Hough”
From the Mercantile Navy List 1908

Name of ship — Annie Hough, Ex - Delta

Ship’ no. - 110785

Built - Kinghorn 1900

Owner - Samuel Hough Ltd., 25 Water Street, Liverpool.
Manager - Richard G. Hough. Address as above.

All other details as before.

(Mercantile Navy List 1913 same as above)
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From Lloyd’s weekly Shipping Index, 24th August 1905

Maritime Losses and Casualties, August 16th - August 23rd 1905.
“Annie Hough” - 522 tons, British flag, built 1900, voyage Hull to Gefle - Aground

Casualties and Misc Reports

“Annie Hough” - Copenhagen, August 19th, 2am - British steamer “Annie Hough”, Crossett Master, Hull
for Gefle (coal), aground on Saltholm. Contact has been made with Svitzer, salvage to be determined
by arbitration.

Copenhagen August 19th 12.50pm - “ Annie Hough”, previously reported, got off with assistance from a
Svitzer steamer. Will be brought here. Divers will be engaged.

Copengagen, August 19th - The steamer “Annie Hough” (before reported) jettisoned some 5 tons coal.

London, august 21st - The salvage Association have received the following telegram from Lloyd’s agent
at Copenhagen, dated August 19th, re “Annie Hough”:-

Has been examined by divers. Has sustained no apparent damage. Certificate of seaworthiness will be
granted. Small portion of cargo discharged by lighter.

London, August 22nd - The Salvage Association have received the following telegram from Lloyd’s
agent at Copenhagen, dated August 21st, Re “Annie Hough” - Sailed.

From Mercantile Navy List 1925

Name of ship Arwyco
Formally — Lancashire Coast
Annie Hough
Ship’s no. - 110785
Built - 1900, Kinghorn
International signal code - RQDL
Tonnage and dimensions - as above
Owner - Steamship Arwyco Ltd., Old Castle Buildings, Preesons way, Liverpool
Managers - Edward G. Roberts and Christopher M. Bradman and Samuel Pearce - address as
above
Port and year of Registry - Liverpool 1904

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1936/37

Name of ship - Corisco
Ex - Arwyco
Ex — Lancashire Coast
Ex — Annie Hough
Ex - Delta
Ship’s no. - 73524
Built - Kinghorn 1900. Completed March that year.
Owner - A. Garcia
Port of Registry - Puerto Cortes
Flag - Honduran
All other details as before.

First quarter 1950 broken up at Fieldsbro’, New Jersey, U.S.A

Now named “Corinto” and the breakers were North Ameican Smelting Company.
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YARD No.110

“LADY EVELYN” (Later “BRIGHTON BELLE”)
Official No. 99949
Launched 10™ August 1900
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Photograph above shows passengers aboard “Lady Evelyn” 10" September 1909

Photograph below shows “Lady Evelyn” wrecked off Dunkirk 28" May 1940
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From the “Fife Advertiser” dated 11th August 1900.

LAUNCH AT KINGHORN

There  was  luunched from the
yard of Messrs John Scott and Co.,
Iinghorn, yesterday the padidle
steamer, “Lady Evelyn,” which has

Cbheen built to the order of the IFue-
ness Railways, Barrow-in-Furness,

for the Company's passenger traffic
i Morecammb Bay.

The christening ceremony was to
have been  performed by  Lady
Evelyn  Cavendish  (the  future
Duchess of Devonshire), but in her
nnavaidable absence the cervaony
was gracefully performed by Mus
Aslett, the wife of the secrctary and
reneral manager of  the - Furness
lailways.  The vessel took  the
water about 1.30 amid the cheers of
a considerable number of spectators,

The “Tady Evelyn™ is a 1llztml:nuh'
vessel, 170 feet in length, 21 foeet
beam, and 9 feot deep with a net
register of 75 tons, or 203 tons
gross, and has been built to carry
over 800 passengers.  She has o
spueious promenmle  deck 120 feet
long and 21 feet broud, with hand-
some spurred teak seats placed back
to back athwart ships.

At the close of the proveedings,
the party cembavked on the newly
launehed vessel for a short cruise
on the Firth, the steamer finally
putting in at Burntisland where she
will lie till the official trials arve gone
through. }ull i\

From Lloyds Register of Shipping 1900-1901

Name of ship - Lady Evelyn
Ship’s no. - 99949
Built - Kinghorn 1900

Built by - J.Scott and Co. Kinghorn
Description - Steel paddle steamer. One deck

Gross tonnage - 295
Net tonnage - 77
Length - 170 feet
Breadth -24 feet
Depth - 8.3 feet

Engines - Compound 2 Cylinder. 141 NHP
Engines built by - J.Scott and Co., Kinghorn

Port belonging to - Barrow
Flag - British

Owner - Furness Railway Company, Barrow in Furness, Lancashire.

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1936/37

Name of ship — Brighton Belle ex. Lady Evelyn

Ship’s no. 99949
Built - 1900

Built by - J Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Description - Paddle steamer with two decks and wireless

Gross tonnage - 320

Net tonnage - 127

Length - 200 feet

Breadth - 24.1 feet

Depth - 8.2 feet

Engine - Compound 2 cylinder
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Engine built by - J Scott and Company, Kinghorn
Owner - P & A Campbell Ltd.

Port of Registry - Bristol

Flag - British

Summery of Service Career

1900 - Launched 10th August. She was the first Barrow-Fleetwood boat and was acquired by the
Furness Railway Company to inaugurate their ferry service between Barrow and Fleetwood and was
Named after the wife of a director of the Furness Railway

1904 - Owing to her success, and in order to increase passenger accommodation, the Lady Evelyn was
lengthened by 30 feet by Vickers Sons and Maxim at Barrow in Furness also had her open foredeck
plated in.

1914 - Requisitioned by the Admiralty for war service and was used as a minesweeper based at Larne
in Northern Ireland.

1919 - Purchased by Tuckers and transferred to the Bristol Channel. The Furness Railway Company
did not revive the Barrow-Fleetwood ferry service after the war.

1922 was purchased by P and A Campbell who made alterations to her funnel and bridge and also
added a mainmast.

1923 - Was sent to Brighton to serve on the south coast with the new and very apt name of “Brighton
Belle”

1924 - Was fitted with round portholes.

1934 - Re-boilered with a second-hand boiler by Vickers at Barrow

1936 - Returned to the Bristol Channel

1937 - Her hull was temporarily painted grey

1939 - Taken over once again by the Admiralty and fitted out at Penarth with a new engine and a
gangway in front of the funnel for service as a minesweeper.

1940 - Was the oldest paddlesteamer in service when she was engaged as part of the 10th Flotilla in
the evacuation of the troops from the Dunkirk beach. On 27th May she sailed under the command of
Lieutenant- Commander L.Kaye Perrin, R.N.R. with the other paddle minesweepers of the 10th Flotilla
- the Sandown, Medway Queen and the Gracie Fields. - arriving off the beach three miles east of
Dunkirk at 2300hrs. At 0715 the next morning, and with about 800 men of the British Expeditionary
Force on board, she sailed for Ramsgate. During an air attack and while in the company of the
Sandown, she collided with the uncharted wreck of a ship that had been sunk by a magnetic mine a
couple of hours earlier. The impact tore her bottom out and she sunk rapidly. The troops aboard were
transferred to the Sandown, Medway Queen and the Belgian canal boat Yser and all reached England
safely - even the captain’s dog .

Information from a “Dictionary of Disasters at Sea During the Age of Steam 1824 - 1900” by
Charles Hocking F.L.A. and “Shipwreck Index of the British Isles” by Richard and Bridget Lord.

Name of ship — Brighton ex. Lady Evelyn

Built by - J Scott and Company in 1900

Gross tonnage - 396

Dimensions - As above

Speed - 17 knots

Owners - P and A Campbell

Voyage engaged on - Dunkirk - The Downs

Wrecked - 28th May 1940

Where wrecked - Goodwin Sands, Gull Stream Buoy
Position - 0.75M. ESE 51.17.53N 0130.10E

This well known paddle steamer was built as the Lady Evelyn and acquired by her last owners, P & A
Campbell, in 1922. She was employed as a passenger excursion vessel along the south coast until
October 1939 when she was taken over by the Admiralty for service as a minesweeper. She was
engaged in the withdrawal of the troops from the Dunkirk beach and it was during this operation that
she collided with a submerged wreck just off North Sound Head and sank. She subsequently broke in
two and now lies at a depth of 11 metres. She is very broken up and stands only 2 metres proud of the
seabed.
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SHIPS BUILT AT KINGHORN BY SCOTT OF KINGHORN LTD
1902-1920
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YARD No.111

“AOTEA”
Official No. 107040
Launched 19" August 1902

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1903 -1904

Name of ship - Aotea

Ship’s no. - 107040

International Signal Code - TPKG

Built - 1902

Built by - Scott of Kinghorn Ltd.
Description - Steel and iron screw steamer. One deck
Gross tonnage - 203

Under deck - 167

Net tonnage - 90

Length - 102 ft.

Breadth - 21.7 ft.

Depth - 9.71t.

Engines - Compound 2 cylinder, 35 RHP
Engines built by - Scott of Kinghorn Ltd.
Owner - A.L.Elder and Co.

Port belonging to - Kirkcaldy

Flag - British

Extra information from Ships Registered at Kirkcaldy 1855-1903 SRO Ref. CE63/11/12

Dated 23rd August 1902

Port no. - 1in 1902

No. of masts - Two

Rig Schooner

Stern - Round

Build - Clinker

No gallery or head

Frame - Steel and iron

No. of engines - Two

Type of engines - Direct acting vertical with two cylinders

Speed - 9.5 knots

Name, description and residence of owners and no. of 64 shares held by each - William George Elder
of 7 St. Helen’s Place, City of London, Merchant - 64 shares
Registration transferred to Wellington, New Zealand 26th February 1903

From Lloyds Weekly Register 28 August 1902, Page 9 “Launches”

Aotea Launch 19 August 1902

On August 19th there was launched from Kinghorn shipbuilding yard a steamer named the “Aotea”
which has been constructed to the order of Messrs A.R.Elder & Co. Ltd. This is the first vessel built by
the new lessees of the Shipyard - Scott of Kinghorn (Ltd) and is intended for the New Zealand coastal
trade, being constructed for the accommodation of both passengers and cargo. The latest pattern of
triple-expansion engines is being supplied. The vessel on leaving the ways was christened the Aotea,
and at once proceeded with steam upon her preliminary trials afterwards putting into Burntisland for
coal before starting for her destination.

Wrecked at Patea, N:ew Zealand, in 1904
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YARD No.112

“BEDOUIN”
Official No. 115584
Launched 15" December 1902

Rare photograph of the Kinghorn Shipyard with “Bedouin” on the slipway 1902
Top photograph shows a closeup of some of the shipyard workers on the vessel
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Below shows the Registered Owner at that time
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Crew List for the “Bedouin” 8" July 1908
(Note change of crew and new skipper 23 November 1908)
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From the Mercantile Navy List 1904

Name of ship - Bedouin

Ship’s no. - 115584

Built - Kinghorn, 1902

Material built of - Steel

Gross tonnage - 200

Net tonnage - 54

Length - 114 feet

Breadth - 21.6 feet

Depth - 12.1 feet

Propulsion - 60 HP, screw steamer

Owner - The North Sea Steam Trawling Company Ltd., Aberdeen

Managers - W. L. Stewart, Duncliffe, Murrayfield Rd., Edinburgh
John Mortimer, 344 Great Western Rd., Aberdeen

Port and year of Registry - Aberdeen, 1902

In the Mercantile Navy List 1908 the ship’s name and owner are as above.

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index 1st January 1903

“Bedouin” - On December 15th there was launched from the Aberdeen Shipbuilding Yard, (Scott of
Kinghorn, Ltd) a first class steam Trawler named “BEDOUIN?”, built to the order of the North Sea Steam
Trawling Co., Aberdeen.

(N.B. The Bedouin was built at Kinghorn, not Aberdeen. - info from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping
1904/05)

Owners of “BEDOUIN” GN 80

1902 — North Sea Steam Trawling Co., Aberdeen

1913 — Thomas L Devlin, Granton

1914 — Requisitioned and converted to minesweeper

1915 —13" February sunk. Mined off Tory Island, NW Ireland

From List of Merchant Ships Wrecked, Broken Up or Sold Foreign 1908-1918
Pro Ref BT167/55

1916
Bedouin - Official no. 115584 - Steamship - Lost 26th December 1914 - WAR LOSS - OHMS

From “Lloyd’s War Losses 1914-1918”

Entry 13" February 1915
Bedouin (trawler)

British flag

Gross tonnage 188

Struck by mine off Tory Island
On Admiralty Service.
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YARD No.113

“BADGER”
Official No. 115592
Launched 15" January 1903

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1903/04

Name of ship - Badger

Ship’s no. - 115592

Description - Steel screw ketch rigged steam trawler with one deck. Built under special survey
Built - 1903 Completed in January of that year

Built by - Scott of Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 200

Net tonnage - 54

Under deck tonnage - 185

Length - 115 feet

Breadth - 21.5 feet

Depth - 12.1 feet

Engine - Triple expansion three cylinder. 60 RHP

Engine built by - W. V. V. Lidgerwood, Glasgow

Port of registry - Aberdeen

Flag - British

Port of survey - Leith

Owner - North Sea Steam Trawling Company Limited

Managers - W. L. Stewart and K. Mortimer

Master - W. J. Goodrum - Engaged by the company in 1902 and joined the Badger in 1903

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index, 12th February 1903

“‘Badger”

On January 15th a steel ketch rigged steamer of about 199 tons gross, named “Badger”, was launched
at Kinghorn.

Owner - W. L. Stewart

Port - Aberdeen

26th May 1906 — Loss of the Badger (A877)

On her way back in dense fog to Aberdeen following a twelve day fishing trip to Iceland the Badger
stranded on the Bow Rocks at Aikerness, Westray, Orkney. When it was found impossible for the
Westray life saving apparatus to get close enough to fire a line to her they mounted their gear in a small
yawl and were able to save all but one of the Badger's crew, the ships mate. Efa Mortlock of 28 St
Clement Street, Aberdeen was a married man and left a widow and six children. In charge of the
Badger at the time was CaptainTurner.
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YARD No.114

“FAIR MAID” (Later “WELHOLME”)
Official No. 115666
Launched 8™ May 1903

From the Mercantile Navy List 1904

Name of ship - Fair Maid

Ship’s no. - 115666

Built - Kinghorn, 1903

Description - 33HP screw steamer

Gross tonnage - 150

Net tonnage - 73

Length - 90.4 feet

Breadth - 19.2 feet

Depth - 8.4 feet

Owner - Perth Shipping Company Ltd., Perth
Manager - George Lorimer, 38 Tay St., Perth

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index 28th May 1903, page 10.

“Fair Maid”
On May 8th a steel steam Barge of 150 tons gross, named Fair Maid, was launched by Messrs. Scott
(Ltd), Kinghorn. She is registered at Leith and is owned by the Perth Shipping Company Ltd.

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1907/08

There is a note alongside the entry for “Fair Maid” which reads “Now named “Welholme”, see no. 48 in
the supplement. Extra information from the supplement is as follows:-

Name of Ship - Welholme ex Fair Maid

International code - HMAK

New owner - W. Marshall and Sons, Grimsby, Ltd.

Master - G Dring, joined ship in 1908

Port of registry - Grimsby

Flag - British

From PRO Ref. BT165/55 - Vessels reported in 1910 as having been wrecked, sold foreign or
broken up.

Name of ship - Welholme
Ship’s no. - 115666
Propulsion - steam

Net tonnage- 85

Lost 2" October 1912

From “Shipwreck Index of the British Isles” by Richard and Bridget Lord.

Name of ship - Welholme

Lost 2nd October 1910

Where lost - Cromer, offshore - 7 miles N.N.E.
Voyage - Burghead to Great Yarmouth

Ship type - Steel steamship

Built - 1903

Built by - Scott of Kinghorn Ltd, Kinghorn, Fife.
Gross tonnage - 179

Length - 31.44 feet

Breadth - 5.86 feet

Depth - 2.54 feet

Propulsion and engine - 33 HP 2 cylinder compound
Owner - W. Marshall and Sons.
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Port of Registry - Grimsby

Flag - British

Cargo - Wood, unspecified

Captain - J. Trachan

Number of crew - 7

Number of crew lost - 1

Lives lost - 1

Additional construction details - Q deck - 30 feet
B deck - 7 feet
F’castle - 13 feet
| x deck
Machinery - aft

Ex. Fairmaid

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index, 6th October 1910, Page 7, under casualties.

Welholme:- Lowestoft, October 3rd, 10.40am - Welholme, of Grimsby, from Burghead to Yarmouth,
cargo of staves, capsized last night seven to eight NNE from Cromer: second engineer W.Page
drowned. Rest of crew landed here by smack Constance, of Lowestoft.

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index, 13th October 1910, Page 9, under casualties.

Welholme, Yarmouth, October 11th, 5.50pm - Portions of cargo wood ex Welholme which capsized off
Cromer when on passage Burghead - Yarmouth, now being landed here by fishing boats. If interested
wire instructions.
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YARD No.115

“EBENEZER”
Official No. 118167
Launched 22" June 1903

From Mercantile Navy List 1904

Name of ship - Ebenezer

Ship’s no. - 118167

Built - Kinghorn, 1903

Gross tonnage - 113

Net tonnage - 19

Length - 93.3 feet

Breadth - 19.6 feet

Depth - 9 feet

Propulsion - 36 HP screw steamer
Managing owner - Thomas Davidson, Commercial Road, Aberdeen
Port and date of registry - 1903, Aberdeen

From the “Fife Advertiser” dated 27th June 1903

“There was launched from Abden Shipyard, Kinghorn, on Monday afternoon a steam drifter, built to the
order of Thomas Davidson, Aberdeen. The vessel, a beautiful model of it's kind, 95 feet long, left the
ways entirely fitted out and steam up , being christened “EBENEZER” by Miss King, Aberdeen. After a
trial spin up the Forth, the steamer, which attracted considerable attention, proceeded to Burntisland to
coal. A banquet was afterwards held, at which toasts were pledged.

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index, 16th July 1903

“Ebenezer” - A steel ketch-rigged schooner, of about 113 tons gross, named “EBENEZER”, has been
launched at Kinghorn.

Owners: Thomas Davidson

Port of registry: Aberdeen

From the quinquennial list of ships registered in 1905 (Scotland) PRO Ref. BT 163/2

This is an account of the no. and tonnage of the vessels appearing on the night of the 31st December
1905, on the register of vessels kept at ports in Scotland in accordance with the Merchant Shipping
Acts.

Port - Aberdeen

Ship’s name - Ebenezer
Year of registry - 1903
Port no. - 25

Ship’s no. - 118167
Steam vessel

Gross tonnage - 113
Net tonnage - 19

From “Shipwreck Index of the British Isles” by Richard and Bridget Lord.

Name of ship - Ebenezer

Sank 4" June 1915

Where sank - Fraserburgh, Kinnairds Head - offshore 50M NExN
Voyage - Aberdeen fishing and return

Description - Steel screw steam fishing trawler with one deck
Built - 1903

Built by - Scott of Kinghorn, Ltd.

Gross tonnage - 113

Length - 28.42 feet

Breadth - 5.49 feet
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Depth - 2.74 feet

Engine - 36 HP 3 cylinder triple expansion
Boiler - one

Owner - J. King, Aberdeen

Port of Registry - Aberdeen

Flag - U.K.

Captain - J. King

Cargo - Ballast

The Ebenezer, fishing trawler no. A892, was captured by a German submarine and her crew forced to
abandon ship. She was then sunk by gunfire without loss of life.
(117 miles from Out, Skerries off Orkney, Scotland)

From BT165/55 Wreck cases completed during 1915

Name of ship - Ebenezer
Ship’s no. - 118167
Propulsion - Steam

LOST 4th JUNE 1915

WAR LOSS

List received 30th June 1915

From Lloyd’s War Losses 1914-1918

4" June 1915

Ebenezer (trawler)

Flag — British

Gross tonnage - 113

Sunk by submarine —58.31 N X1.21 W
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YARD No.116

“ROBINA”
Official No. 118174
Launched 10" September 1903

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1936/37

Name of ship - Robina

Ship’s no. - 118174

International Signal Code - MGKW

Built - Kinghorn, 1903

Built by - Scott of Kinghorn Ltd.

Description - Steel ketch rigged trawler with one deck
Gross tonnage - 168

Net tonnage - 63

Length - 108.2 feet

Breadth - 21.1 feet

Depth - 11.3 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder

Engine - Scott of Kinghorn Ltd.

Owner - Trawlers (White Sea & Grimsby) Ltd.
Manager - J. N Bacon.

Port of Registry - Grimsby

Flag - British

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping, Index 1st October 1903

“‘Robina” - On September 10th a steal ditch rigged steamer of about 177 tons, named “ROBINA”, was
launched at Kinghorn.

Owner: R. Brown.

Port of registry: Aberdeen.

From the quinquennial list of ships registered in 1905 (Scotland) PRO Ref. BT 163/2.

This is an account of the no. and tonnage of the vessels appearing on the night of the 31st December
1905, on the register of vessels kept at ports in Scotland in accordance with the Merchant Shipping
Acts.

Port - Aberdeen
Ship’s name - Robina
Year of registry - 1903
Port no. - 38

Ship’s no. - 118174
Steam vessel

Gross tonnage - 177
Net tonnage — 34

3™ April 1906 — Went ashore on the Gaa Bank, Firth of Tay but was refloated on the next tide.
15" Jan 1913 — Poss went ashore near East Wemyss. Tugs went to assist in her refloat.

Owners of “Robina” A903

1903 — R Brown (from Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index 1% October 1903)

1913 — J McGlashan, Granton - Skipper Philip Seaton — (From www.grantontrawlers.com)

1916 — Grimsby Owner — GY 1003

1917 — Requisitioned as Fishery Reserve Vessel and returned to owners in 1919

1919 — Returned to owners

1936 — Trawlers (White Sea and Grimsby) Ltd. Port Grimsby, flag British

According to Ships PQR1b The Robina, a single screw ketch, was classified as a steam trawler in July
1907 and Captain Philip Seaton was first appointed to the vessel in 1911.

1837/38 (Lloyds Register of Shipping) Broken up
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YARD No.117

“MAY QUEEN” (Later “No. 2”, “ARGOS”)
Official No. 118694
Launched 19" December 1903

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1905/6

Name of ship - May Queen
Ship’s no. 118694

Built - Kinghorn, 1903. Completed in December of that year

Built by - Scott of Kinghorn Ltd.

Description - Steel ketch rigged screw steam trawler with one deck
Gross tonnage - 217

Net tonnage - 63

Length - 115 feet

Breadth - 23.1 feet

Depth - 12 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder

Engine built by - Scot of Kinghorn Ltd.

Owner - Kay and Company
Port of Registry - Leith
Flag — British

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index, 7th Jan 1904

“May Queen” - On December 19th Messrs. Scott of Kinghorn, launched, complete with steam up, the
trawler “May Queen”. The vessel is 115 feet x 23 feet x 13 feet, with triple engines. She has been built
for Messrs. Kay and Co., Leith.

From the quinquennial list of ships registered in 1905 (Scotland) P.R.O Ref. BT 163/2

This is an account of the no. and tonnage of the vessels appearing on the night of the 31st December
1905, on the register of vessels kept at ports in Scotland in accordance with the Merchant Shipping
Acts.

Port - Leith

Ship’s name - May Queen
Year of registry - 1904
Port no. - 1

Ship’s no. 118694

Steam Ship

Gross tonnage - 217

Net tonnage — 27

From List of Merchant Ships Wrecked, Broken Up or Sold Foreign 1908-1918

PRO Ref BT167/55
1908/09 - May Queen - Official No.118694 - 27 tons net - Sold Foreign

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1936/37

Name of ship — Argos, Ex-No 2, Ex— May Queen
Description - Ketch rigged salvage tug with one deck
Gross tonnage - 216

Length - 115.6 feet

Breadth - 25.6 feet

Depth - 12.6 feet

Owner - Perez Alejo y Cia., La Coruna

Port of Registry - Coruna

Flag - Spanish

All other details as above
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YARD No.118
“DUNNIKIER” (Later “AUDAZ”, “DUNNIKIER”, “WAD LUKKUS”,

“BILLY”, “TAYSON”)
Official No. 117574
Launched 20" December 1904

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1904/05 (Supplement)

Name of ship - Dunnikier

Ship’s No. - 117574

Description - Steel screw steamer with one steel deck and machinery aft
Built - 1904 Completed in November of that year

Built by - J Scott of Kinghorn Ltd.

Gross tonnage - 206

Net tonnage - 58

Under deck tonnage - 145

Length - 103.6 feet

Breadth - 20.3 feet

Depth - 9.2 feet

Engine - Compound 2 cylinder 28 RHP

Engine built by - J Scott of Kinghorn, Ltd.

Port of registry - Kirkcaldy

Flag - British

Owner - Kirkcaldy, Leith and Glasgow Steam Packet Company, Limited
Master - W. S. Ralph - Engaged by the company and joined the ship in 1904

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index, 3rd November 1904

“Dunnikier”

On October 26th Messrs. Scott (Ltd) of Kinghorn, launched from the Abden Shipbuilding Yard,
Kinghorn, a steam packet built to the order of the Kirkcaldy and Leith Shipping Co. On leaving the
ways, with steam up, the vessel was named “Dunnikier”.

According to the report of the launch in “The Steamship” Journal November 1904, P193, the Dunnikeir
was, at the time in question, the largest and smartest ship in the Kirkcaldy and Leith Shipping Co’s
fleet.

The Register of Shipping (belonging to Kirkcaldy) 1903-1957 (CE63/11/13) Folio 7 records the ship
as being registered on the 18" November 1904

It also records the closing of the register on the 11™ Feb 1910 when she was sold to a German
customer.

Extra information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1913/1914

Name of ship - Audaz

Previous name - Dunnikier

No ship’s number is given

Port of registry - Lisbon

Flag - Portuguese

Owner - Empreza de Servico Costievo, Limited

Managers - Wimmer and Company

Alongside the entry is a note saying “Now Dunnikier, see no. 14 in supplement.
No.14 in the supplement provides the following information:-
Name of ship - Dunnikier

Previous names — Audaz, Dunnikier

Ship’s no. 117574

Port of registry - Gibralter

Flag - British

Owner - L. Forde

Master - M. Alvarez - since 1913
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Entry no. 43 in the same supplement gives the same information as that in entry no. 14 except that the
name of the ship has been changed yet again - this time to Wad Lukkus. Previous names listed are
Dunnikier, Audaz and Dunnikier.

The Dunnikier had been sold to Empreza de Servico Costievo, Limited in February 1910 and renamed
Audaz. The Audaz sailed for Lisbon from Leith, where she had been laid up for several months, on the
15" of the same month. She was renamed Dunnikier when she was sold to L Forde in June 1913 and
renamed yet again in October that year as Wad Lukkus. In March 1918 she became the property of
Yarmouth Carriers Ltd, London who then sold her on to William A Clarke ,who renamed her Billy, in
November 1919.

Lloyd's Register 1918, Wad Lukkus

Official number 117574

Signal letters JQVT

Machinery aft, cargo vessel

Owner Yarmouth Carriers Ltd, 41 Eastcheap, London EC3

206 gross tons, 84 net tons

Length 103.6 ft, breadth 20.3 ft, depth 9.2 ft

Fitted with 2-cylinder compound steam engine of 28 reg hp

Built by Scott of Kinghorn Ltd, Kinghorn, and completed Nov 1904
Former names: ex Dunnikier, ex Audaz, ex Dunnikier

Master appointed 1918 G Muskett

According to the register, she had a Lloyd's Register special survey at Cadiz in September 1917.

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping Supplement 1919/1920 entry no. 31648

Name of ship - Billy

Previous names - Wad Lukkus, Dunnikier, Audaz, Dunnikier
Ship’s no. - 117574

International signal code - JQVT

Owner - W.A.Clarke

Master - G Musket - since 1918

Port - London

Flag - British

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping Supplement 1929/30 entry no. 42548

Name of ship - Tayson

Previous names — Billy. Wad Lukkus, Dunnikier, Audaz, Dunnikier
Port of Registry - Sunderland

Flag - British

Owner - F. W. Taylor

She was broken up in April 1938
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YARD No.119

“CITY OF ROCHESTER”
Official No. 118211
Launched 22" June 1904
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Left above is the paddle box for “City of Rochester” and right is her crew taken in 1926
Below is “City of Rchester” featured on a postcard advertising trips for the vessel
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Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1909/10

Ship’s name - City of Rochester

Ship’s no. - 118211

Description - Steel paddle coaster with one deck
Built - 1904

Built by - Scott of Kinghorn Limited

Gross tonnage - 235

Net tonnage - 62

Under deck tonnage - 175

Length - 160.2 feet

Breadth - 22.2 feet

Depth - 7.3 feet

Engine - Compound 2 cylinder

Engine built by - Scott of Kinghorn Ltd.

Port of registry - Rochester

Owner - Medway Steam Packet Company Limited
Master - H. T. Sparrow - Joined the ship in 1907

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index, 30th June 1904

“City of Rochester”

On June 22nd Messrs. Scott, of Kinghorn (Ltd) launched the saloon passenger steamer “City of
Rochester”. The vessel left the ways with steam up. The steamer is 175ft long and is fitted with all
modern appliances for first class passenger traffic. She has been built to the order of the Medway
Steam Packet Co., Rochester.

From the “Fife Advertiser” dated June 1904

“On Wednesday the saloon passenger steamer City of Rochester was launched from Abden Shipyard,
Kinghorn. The vessel left the ways with steam up and was christened by Mr Mills, Rochester. The
steamer is 175 feet long, and fitted with all modern appliances for first-class passenger traffic. She has
been built to the order of the Medway Steam Packet Packet Company, Rochester, and has been
constructed in four and a half months.

From a list of ships built at Kinghorn compiled by the Yard List Team and the World Ship
Society.

The City of Rochester was originally named Njall but the name was changed either on or before
completion.

The City of Rochester had been built for the Medway Steam Packet Company to sail their Thames
routes and quickly became a favourite with passengers on the Southend to Sheerness service. She
was named not only after an earlier City of Rochester but also the company’s home port and, as the
company steamers mostly included “Queen “ in their names, she was the exception to the rule. She had
an open foredeck and was the first of the Thames steamers to have her bridge forward of the funnel.
As well as carrying up to 1000 passengers from Sheerness to Southend and round the lightships, she
also ran between Harwich, Felixstowe and Ipswich She was destined to sail for the company for 37
years until 1940 when she was destroyed by bombing and sank into the mud of the River Thames.
During the First World War she served as a Government tender and was one of the vessels that
conveyed the men down the Medway to board the block ships waiting below the Nore prior to the raid
on Zeebrugge. She was also engaged in some mine sweeping for the Admiralty. On another occasion
she had a lucky escape in Sheerness Harbour when the Princess Irene, which she had been lying
alongside for some time, mysteriously blew up whilst at anchor just after the City of Rochester had
moved off. Between the First and Second World Wars she continued in service with the Medway
Steam Packet Company running between Strood and Southend. On her second call-up she was
converted as a minesweeper but was found to be unsuitable for the job and it was whilst being
converted for a second time for use as a stores vessel that she was blown up on the 19th May 1941 by
a bomb dropped by an enemy aircraft off Acorn Yard, Rochester.
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From Lloyd’s World War Two Losses

19" May 1941

City of Rochester, paddle steamer.
Flag - British

Built 1904

Sunk off Acorn Yard, Rochester by aircraft .

Crew of 13 saved.
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YARD No.120

“NOOREBAR”
Official No. 117575
Launched 7" December 1904

—

Above “Noorebar” at Coffs Harbour, Australia
Below Captain Brown of the “Noorebar” 23 April 1917
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From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1905/6

Name of ship - Noorebar

Ship’s no. - 117575

International Signal Code - HBQP

Description - Steel screw schooner rigged steamer with a well deck, one part steel deck and
electric light.

Built - 1904 Completed in December of that year.

Built by - Scott of Kinghorn Ltd.

Gross tonnage - 670

Net tonnage - 309

Length - 185 feet

Breadth - 28 feet

Depth - 12.4 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder

Engine built by - Scott of Kinghorn Ltd.

Owner - The North Coast Steam Navigation Co. Ltd., Sydney, N.S.W.

Master - J.H.Hunter Joined the company in 1901 and became captain of the Noorebar in 1904

Port of Registry - Sydney

Flag - British

From “The Steamship” Journal January 1905, p272

Messrs. Scott of Kinghorn (Ltd.) Launches,

“Noorebar” - steel screw steamer — 185 x 28 x 12.5 ft — Built to the order of Mr. George Wallace Nicoll,
Sydney. This vessel has excellent accommodation for over 50 first class passengers and in the
forecastle there is accommodation for 20 second class passengers. Officers and Engineers are
berthed un the fore part of the long poop, and the crew forward under the main deck. There is a partial
double bottom fitted under the aft hold, while the fore and aft peaks are also constructed for water
ballast. The fore hold is specially arranged for the carriage of log timber, and the after hold is sub-
divided, one portion being for the carriage of general cargo and the other portion forming an insulated
chamber for the carriage of dairy products. The machinery is placed amid-ships, and consists of a set
of triple expansion engines having cylinders 18, 28 and 47 inches in diameter, with 30inch stroke,
steam being supplied with two large marine boilers, working at a pressure of 180Ib, and designed to
give a speed of 13 knots loaded. Dec. 7™

Extra information on the launch from Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index, 22nd December 1904
The vessel, which when launched was complete in every respect, with steam up, was named Noorebar

(sic). During construction she has been under the personal supervision of Mr. Nicoll, assisted by
Messrs. John Reid and Co., Glasgow and London.

Extra Information from the Mercantile Navy List 1913

Port and year of registry - Sydney, 1905 H.P. - 119

1920 — Sold to Fiji interests
1924 — sold to Indonesian interests

From the Koninklijke Paketvaart Maatschappij Fleet 1888-1967

Noorebar - Built 1904 by Scott of Kinghorn Ltd., Kinghorn. 1931 purchased and sold for scrapping.

1932 scrapped.
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YARD No.121

“INGLATERRA” (Later “ANGLETERRE”)
Official No.
Launched 21° April 1905

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1905/6

Name of ship - Inglaterra

Description - A steel schooner rigged twin screw steamer with one deck.
Built - 1905

Built by - Scott of Kinghorn Ltd.

Gross tonnage -698

Net tonnage - 368

Length - 207 feet

Breadth - 33.8 feet

Depth - 10.5 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 6 cylinder

Engine built by -Scott of Kinghorn Ltd.

Port of Registry - Buenos Aires, Argentina

Owner - Nav. a Vap. Nicolas Milhanovich (Soc Anon)
Master - Summers. Captain of the Inglaterra since 1905

From “The Steamship” Journal May 1905, P433

Launch - Inglaterra - twin screw steamer 215 x 33.9 x 11.3 feet, built to the order of Messrs Pile and
Co., London. She is intended for river trade in Argentina.
April 21st.

From the supplement to Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1918/19, entry no.99

Name of ship — “Angleterre”
Previous name —“Inglaterra”
Owner - S. A. de Nav. Havraise
Port of registry - Le Havre

Flag - French

29" October 1933 — Wrecked off Mann’s Island, near Nassau
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YARD No.122

“FRANCIA”
Official No.
Launched 1905

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1905/6

Name of ship - Francia

Built - 1905

Built By - Scott of Kinghorn Ltd.

Description - A steel schooner rigged twin screw steamer with one deck.
Gross tonnage - 698

Net tonnage - 368

Length - 207 feet

Breadth - 33.8 feet

Depth - 10 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 6 cylinder

Engine built by - Scott of Kinghorn Ltd.

Owner - Nav. a Vap. Nicolas Milhanovich (Soc. Anon)
Port of Registry - Buenos Aires, Argentina

From “Fifeshire Advertiser” Saturday 17th June 1905, page 5, Col., B

On Tuesday a twin-screw cargo steamboat was launched at Aden Shipyard. It was christened Francia
by Miss McGregor, daughter of Mr. A.B.MacGregor, manager. It is bound for Buenos Aires.

From “Shipwreck Index of the British Isles” by Richard and Bridget Lord.

Name of ship - Francia

Lost - 21st October 1917

Where lost - Newquay, Holywell Bay - 50.23 36N 05.09W
Voyage embarked on - Port Talbot to Caen
Type of ship - Steamship, twin screw

Port of Registry - Buenos Aires, Argentina
Flag - Argentinean

Gross tonnage - 695

Cargo - Coal

Built by - J Scott Ltd., Kinghorn

Engine - 6 cylinder, 83 HP

The Francia was carrying a cargo of 700 tons of coal from Port Talbot to Caen when she sprang a leek
and had to be run ashore early on a Sunday morning. The Newquay and Perranporth rocket brigades
were called out but their services were not required as the crew were able to get ashore in their own
boats.

The crew, who had been put up for the night at Newquay, were handed over the following morning to
Mr. H. Thomas, an agent for the Shipwrecked Mariners Society.

After running ashore the Francia swung beam on to the sea and when examined later in the day was
found to have broken her back.
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YARD No.123

“DURANBAH”
Official No. 117580
Launched 14™ August 1905

=3

Two photographs from the State Library of Queensland, Australia purporting to the the
“....wreck of the “Duranbah” c1919....”
This seems highly unlikely as she was still sailing in 1937
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From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1906/7

Name of ship - Duranbah

Ship’s no. - 117580

Description - Steal Screw Steamer, One deck

Built - 1905, Kinghorn

Built by — Scott of Kinghorn Ltd.

Gross tonnage - 284

Net tonnage - 131

Underdeck tonnage - 131

Length - 130 feet

Breadth - 23.1 feet

Depth - 9.2 feet

Engine - Compound 2 cylinder, 37 RHP

Engine built by — Scott of Kinghorn

Port and year of Registry - Sydney, N.S.W., Australia, 1905
Flag - British

Owner - North Coast Steam Navigation Company Ltd, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index 24th August 1905

“Duranbah” - On August 14th Messrs. Scott, of Kinghorn (Ltd), launched a steel screw steamer for the
Australian coasting trade, for carrying log timber. Her dimensions are 130ft by 23ft by 9ft 8in. Her
engines are 14in and 29 in by 21in stroke, with steam supplied from a large main boiler at 130lb
working pressure. The vessel has been built to the order of Mr. George Wallace Nicoll, of Sydney and
has been supervised on behalf of her owner, during construction, by Messrs. John Reid and Co., naval
architects, Glasgow and London. The vessel, which is named “Duranbah”, is built to the classification of
the Bureau Veritas Registry.

1922 — Sold to W.R.Carpenter Co. and fitted with oil engines.

Believed to have been captured by the Japanese in WW2.

Fate unknown.

Further notes from Australia

Noorebar. Steel steamship, 670 tons. Built at Kinghorn, 670 tons. Lbd 185.1 x 28.1 x 12.4 ft. Operated
on NSW north coast. Various owners; sold to Fiji interests 1920; to Indonesian interests 1924. Was at
Rabaul during the 1937 eruptions, but possibly escaped, and may have been a victim to the Japanese
during WW2.
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YARD No.124 & 125

BARGES
Official No.
Built 1905

Two barge with a gross tonnage of 100 tons each. Both built 1905
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YARD No.126
“SANTIAGO DE CUBA”
Official No.

Launched 12" April 1906 at about 16.00hrs

L N
N A e

:

Launch of “Santiago de Cuba” 16.00 hrs 12" April 1906
from the Kinghorn Shipyard

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1906/07

Name of ship - Santiago de Cuba

Description - Steel screw steamer with two decks and electric light.
Built - 1906

Built by - J. Scott of Kinghorn Limited, Kinghorn
Gross tonnage - 1493

Net tonnage - 932

Under deck tonnage - 1373

Length - 235 feet

Breadth - 34.2 feet

Depth - 19.9 feet

Engines - Triple expansion 3 cylinder. 156 NHP
Engines built by - Scott of Kinghorn, Limited
Owner - Sobrinos de Herrera S en C

Master - M. Jaume - engaged 1906
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From “The Steamship” Journal May 1906

April 12" - Scott and Co., Kinghorn — Launch — Santiago de Cuba

Built to the order of Messrs Sobrinos de Herrera and Co., of Havana Cuba for their extensive West
Indian trade and to the classification of British Corporation Registration

Page 1906 — Trial Trip - Santiago de Cuba — This steamer built by Messrs Scott of Kinghorn, proceeded
to sea on her official trial trip recently. She attained a mean speed of over 12 knots under loaded
conditions which is more than half a knot above the contract speed. The vessel which is of the awning
deck type, was fitted by the builders with a set of triple expansion engines having cylinders of 19, 31
and 52 inches by 36 inch stroke. The machinery throughout the trial worked smoothly and without a
hint of any kind of trouble.

Excerpt from the “Fife Free Press” of April 14th 1906 about the launch of the Santiago de Cuba

“ On leaving the ways the vessel was christened “Santiago de Cuba” in a graceful manner by Senorita
Louise Gazeaux, daughter of one of the members of the firm of Mancha & Co., Old Broad Street,
London, agents for the owners. She took the water gracefully, amid great cheering from the large crowd
assembled on the shore. In honour of the service in which she is to be engaged, the vessel was decked
fore and aft with Cuban flags and signal flags floated from the mizzen mast.

Immediately after the launch she proceeded to Burntisland to take in a cargo of coal for Havana
previous to running the usual trial trip a few days hence.”

30" July 1920 — Caught fire at Santiago de Cuba.
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YARD No.127
“DEVONIA”
(Later H.M.S. “DEVANEY”,“LOCHIEL”, ISLE OF ALDERNEY”,

“ANNOULA”, “MONTE LIRIO”)
Official No. 119349
Launched 13" August 1906

This photograph shows “Devonia” now sailing as “Lochiel”, thus after 1920

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1906/07

Name of ship - Devonia

Ship’s no. - 119349

Description - Steel screw steamer with one deck and electric light. Built under special survey.
Built - 1906 and completed in September of that year

Built by - J. Scott of Kinghorn, Limited

Gross tonnage - 314

Net tonnage - 137

Under deck tonnage - 221

Length - 140.2 feet

Breadth - 23.1 feet

Depth - 10.5 feet

Engines - Compound two cylinder. 52 RHP

Engines built by - Scott of Kinghorn, Limited

Port of registry - Plymouth

Flag - British

Owner - Anglo French S.S. Company Limited

Master - E.F.Enwoldsen. Engaged by the company in 1903 and joined the ship in 1906
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From “The Steamshp” Journal, October 1906

P152

Launches

Scott & Co., Kinghorn

“Devonia” built to the order of the Anglo-French Steamship Co., Devonport for their cargo and
passenger trade between Plymouth, Guernsey, and St. Brieux, Brittany. The vessel will carry 300
deadweight at a speed pf 11 knots per hour. She has sleeping accommodation for 45 passengers, and
will carry on deck 200 passengers. She is fitted throughout with electricity.

P154

Trial Trips

“Devonia” This new steamer built by Messrs Scott of Kinghorn to the order of the Anglo-French
Steamship Co., Devonport and Guernsey, for their Channel Island trade, launched with steam-up, has
now carried out her initial trials in the Firth of Forth, where she attained a mean speed of 11 %z knots
fully loaded, against a strong wind. This is fully a ¥4 knot in excess of her guarantee. She is handsomely
modeled steel screw steamer of 315 tons gross and 500 indicated h.p., and carries about 330 tons
dead weight all told, including bunkers in light draught. Accommodation is provided for 45 first-class
passengers.

Miramar Ship Index

1917 requestioned by Royal Navy 1917 as H.M.S. “Devaney”. Served Mediterranean as Palestine Navy
R.N.R.

From PRO Ref BT165/55. Vessels reported as having been wrecked, sold foreign or broken up.

1918

Name of ship - Devonia
Ship’s No. - 119349
Sold

Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1919/1920 records the change of name from Devonia to Lochiel.
Entry no. 32768 in the supplement for that year gives the following information:-

Name of ship - Lochiel

Previous name - Devonia

Ship’s no. - 119349

International signal code - JHMP
Port of registry - Glasgow

Flag - British

Owner - David MacBrayne
Master - E.F.Enwoldsen

Information from ”Britain’s Railway Steamers” by Duncan Haws.

David MacBrayne acquired the Devonia in 1919 to replace their ship the Lochiel (11) and work the
Glasgow -Stornoway cargo service. In 1936 she transferred to Clyde Steamers Ltd and then in October
1938 was sold to Guernsey and Alderney Trading co. and renamed “Isle of Alderney” 1940 was a
certainly a year of change for her. In May she was managed by Stelp and Leighton’s Crete Shipping
Co, and in June she took part in the evacuation of the Channel Islands. She then passed to the
Admiralty and was engaged as a landing craft depot ship based at Llamlash, Clyde. She was
decommissioned in 1946 and, as she was no longer wanted by MacBrayne she was sold in February
to S.N.Angelos of Athens who gave her the new name of “Annoulsa. Later that year she was sold yet
again, this time to Cia.Nav. “Monte Lirio”, Panama and again she had a change of name this time to
“Monte Lirio”. By 1952 she was under the ownership of Cia Navy Commercio Dora S.A., still with the
same name, and two years later , in 1954, she was scrapped.
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Summary of Service Career

1906 - Launched 13th August - Owner Anglo French Shipping Co., Ltd. managed by Onesimus Dorey,
Guernsey - Used for cargo and passenger service between Plymouth, Guernsey and St Brieux.

1917 Taken on as H.M.S. “Devaney” during WW1 and served Palestine Navy R.N.R.

1918 - Taken over by the Shipping Controller

1919 - Registered in the name of David MacBrayne Ltd

1920 - Re -named Lochiel

1925 -. Withdrew from passenger trade - her passenger accommodation was very limited and rarely
used. Alterations were made to her which increased her tonnage to 318. Worked mainly on the
Glasgow-Stornoway direct cargo service and sometimes on the Glasgow-Islay weekly run. At other
times acted as a general reserve cargo steamer

1930 - Withdrawn from service

1936 - Was chartered by Clyde Cargo Steamers Ltd. for a few runs.

1937 - Last appeared in MacBrayne’s cargo sailing list February. Laid up at Greenock.

1938 - Sold to Guernsey and Alderney Trading Co., Ltd., in October. Renamed Isle of Alderney

- Taken over by the Crete Shipping Co., Ltd. in May - Managers, Stelp and Leighton Ltd.

Took part in the June evacuation of the Channel Isles after which she was requisitioned by the Ministry
of Transport, and served mainly as a landing craft depot ship based at Llamlash on the Clyde.

1946 - Decommissioned. Transferred to the Greek flag in February and renamed Annoula. Owners
S.N.Angelos, Athens. In October, or thereabouts, again changed ownership. Her new owners,
Compania Navigacion “Monte Lirio” S.A. registered her at Panama under the name of Monte Lirio.
1952 - Owned by Cia Navy Commercio Dora S.A. under the same name.

1952, 31 August — Leaked and beached at Jeddah

1954 — Scrapped
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YARD No.128

“FRONSAC”
Official No.
Launched 22" December 1906

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1906/07

Name of ship - Fronsac

Description - Steel screw three-masted schooner with one deck, two trailing buttresses and
machinery aft.

Built - 1906

Built by - Scott of Kinghorn, Limited

Gross tonnage - 514

Net tonnage - 231

Under deck tonnage - 350

Length - 160 feet

Breadth - 26.1 feet

Depth - 11.5 feet

Engines - Triple expansion three cylinder. 53NHP

Engines built by - Scott of Kinghorn, Limited

Port of registry - Havre

Flag - French

Owner - Worms et Cie

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index, 8th January 1907

“Fransac” (sic)

On December 22nd there was launched at Kinghorn a steel screw cargo steamer, built to the order of
Messrs. Worm et Cie, of Paris and Havre. The vessel had been fitted with a set of triple-expansion
engines of 550 indicated H.P. capable of driving her at a speed of 10m.p.h. The dimensions are 170ft
by 26ft by 14 ft moulded, deadweight carrying capacity 700 tons. The vessel, which was launched
complete ready for sea, was named “Fransac” (sic)

Worm et Cie, Paris and Le Havre

The family Worm et Cie were not only in shipping but had extensive vineyards in the Bordeaux area.
Hence their ships were named after Grand Crus wines. From their history we can learn that “Fronsac”
was requisitioned 5 May 1916 and retired 25 August 1918. In 1939 she was again requisitioned, but 15
December 1942 ended up in German hands. Subsequently on the 6 May 1943 she came under the
Italians. She was wrecked in May 1943 off Lemnos.
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YARD No.129

“ROSE”
Official No.
Launched October 1906

From “The Fifeshire Advertiser” 27" October 1906, page 2

Early on Monday morning there was launched from the Abden Shipbuilding Yard of Messrs Scott of
Kinghorn, Ltd., a beautifully modelled steel twin-screw launch. The vessel, which is the first of it's kind
built in the yard, was named Rose, and left immediately under it's own steam for Grangemouth en route
for Glasgow via the Forth and Clyde Canal. The craft was built to the order of the Burma Gold Dredging
Co., who supplied the engines and other machinery, and she will be used in connection with gold
dredging operations in Burmah. Yesterday the Rose left for Rangoon, being shipped per s.s.
Tenasserim.

From a list of ships built at Kinghorn compiled by the Yard List Team and the World Ship
Society.

Name of ship - Rose

Built - 1906

Built by - Scott of Kinghorn Ltd.

Gross tonnage - 60

Propulsion - Twin screw steamer

Owner - Burma Gold Dredging Co., Rangoon.
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YARD No.130 & 131

BARGES
Official No.
Built 1906

Two barges with a gross tonnage of 100 tons each. Both built 1906
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YARD No.132

“MANUEL” (Later “MARNE”)
Official No.
Launched 26™ June 1907

LAUN(}H AT KINGHORN

on there wsa
ard of

.8 steel

on built

i & Co.,

‘of the vesssl are 230 feot
foet—13 fnot moulded, and it is ﬁtimf up

with trigle oxpcnmn s of Meass
ta own trpa, and bhave & o
It is also fitted with wll

the hﬁm improvements, includivg Cla
aud Cha np:om mdlu,u(_a:ﬁl.wk!:
E‘B 's steam ateering r, #io.

]n‘lﬂ:lm st !m , the

‘wran, wsrgoul‘)f the It.lhsu ;
‘!’N‘. a Americes. ot b 3
was wlterwards prosented g\\rnlth T‘T ;
of flowers. The Jaunch pumi'
off without n h;lcvh and the steamer took |
water lLike , snd soon accom-
%wd its midon voyage to Burntisiand.
where she will load far South Awerics.
wag 8 large sssembly of spectstors.
‘represantiativey of ﬂu owne's of the
other guoets, were aftor-
entertained to cuke sad wine in
% amony those present
W‘m“ i ol g Sy
resen OWROrs o
nunl”p Mr &gwlm, banker,
ﬁ’c\r&hr Mr Eoppa

Er
Eﬂlnbnrgh
Miss Ram.

rgh:
mid M‘Grogar,

m - ‘h of the &‘lnl und %ﬂ‘ﬂuu’. i
(.uﬁmu of thc “Manuel’ ; Sig-

mrh?tnﬁjmth Mr John Brucs, &
el&umuthr Thos.

-mansgivg director of |
: Mr Prudgo eto. Mr Epﬁu:e‘

usual loyal and vatriotio inlﬂ'
bonourad

st Para- |

EEE

mea Y0~

respouded to. He also p
Traadth of (hptnm Ghusolfi, md ‘expressed
_the hope that he would vake the nuw ces:
ely hnmﬁ- and bring out ler merits |

in Ghm-lﬁ in reply, thanked tho
Bootoh Iadies and m-utlernm for wishing
them a VO He suid the steama:
wal notory n every way, and be
‘bo]hd they \mula come back to Kin
another steamer, (&pplnum.
"Hh’u & jolly govd fellow.” O

rmrl

icol, King. .

T Mr ﬁ; then prop-sed the “Town
and Trade of Kinghors R coupled with the
name of ex-Counacillor Nicol,

My Nirol responded, and said they bad
seon anny ups aod downs in conuection
with the shipvard, but it had never been
mors il than under Mr Hpoenpo,
and be hoped it would continue Yo be s
sneosssful in the future. (Applause.) He
bhoped the Iftalian.nation would send as
many ships as they had mised to do,
(Hear, hear:) It was, he famarked, vary
m:‘:&n that It.uly shonld semd to Scotland

-aa [taly was a counbtey famed
for, its huut:ful buildings, from which
muhuﬂn‘ and Paris had got their mod-
big buildings

or Giviana said thar had had a good

res for epg mnd Yol in Kinghotn—a holida of Lha

maaed e hl.uad t:ﬂu; o bnu:z hc:;d;gi from mdmri "In Ttaly
i lkﬁn on WO ave & most

-ehruwmd the uel” by Snrm Pal- immenise hghday!-thn wntmary of Gari-

baldi, t.'he man “LE‘ o Italy. (Ap-
plm.lsu} English went over
and mu,g. to make the unity
of Ttaly wd them w drink to Italy
and the RBritish Empive. xphnu ) :

Mr W. Fergua Harris said they ahould
not Jet the occusion pass m&hout. ton.sh f
the henlth of the stalf of sr“
They were vory gentiema mtl
always willing to hear what ono hml w
say. When you came over to Einghova
you were treated like o genileman. (Heer
hiear.) " He coupled the toasy with the
namea of Mr M'Gregor, the manager.

Mr M Gregor, in yesponding, said that |
was proctieally the growning day the |
constiuctinn of a <teamer, (he eulmination |
of thet elfarts. The stall tried to do their |

best for the firm with whom they were
agod, and the people for whom the
rk was being done. (Hegy heur)

cm the eall of My Spenes, ths hoalth of

snd Queen of Italy was heartily

14
ﬂimr Giviama, sveaking on behnlf of
Signor Palermo, caid that lady had taken
great interest in the pmowdmgs, and
wished 1o express hér mratitude the
ladies who had heen ao Kind to lmf.

Signor Do Penti-said the veople of Ttsly |
were always welcomed in Great Britain, |
and every enconragement given to their |
offorts to better themsolves. (Applause.:
Italy had alwuys been the cockpit .f‘
Furope, and the only nabon that stood
by it was Britain, and the greatest suo- |
poTy W given by the peaple of Scatinnd
The gympathies of the covntry had n.ln—uya-i
beon with Italy, and he hoped the good
feeding wonld kmz remain, (Applanse ) I

r Bpency proposed “The Ladies," and i
sairt t.how wore more ladies present thet |
duy than had bean the case at any similar '
funution there,

Mz Brewator replisd an heh;ll af tw-.'
ladches, after which the p inuz con. |
oludel with the singing of “Auld Lang |
Byne.”” which was taken part in with _aro:u
zeet he the foreion puest<

From the “Fifeshire Advertiser” 29" June 1907 — Page 2

346




Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1907/08

Name of ship - Manual

Description - Steel screw steamer with one steel deck. Used for coasting, Colonial and Cape Des
Tress Punts

Built - 1907 - Completed in July of that year

Built by - Scott of Kinghorn, Limited

Gross tonnage - 979

Net tonnage - 516

Under deck tonnage - 844

Length - 230 feet

Breadth - 40.1 feet

Depth - 10.8 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder. 147 NHP

Port of registry - Buenos Aires

Flag - Argentinian

Owner - G Fassardi and Co.

Master - G. Ignicio - Engaged by the company in 1887 and joined this ship in 1907

From The “Fifeshire Advertiser”, 6th July 1907, P2

Trial Trip — The new steamer “Manuel”, which was launched by Scott of Kinghorn, Ltd., from the Abden
Shipbuilding Yard last Wednesday, had her official (loaded) trial trip on Saturday. The engines, which
are of the triple expansion type, worked with out a hitch. They were built and fitted by the builders, and
gave the utmost satisfaction. On a six hours’ trial the vessel maintained a speed of a half knot over that
guaranteed. The Manuel carries a large cargo, and is fitted up for first-class passengers.

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1916/17

Name of ship - Marne ex Manual

Description - Steel screw steamer with one steel deck. For coasting service British Isles and
English Channel

Built - 1907 - Completed in July of that year

Built by - Scott of Kinghorn, Limited

Gross tonnage - 979

Net tonnage - 599

Under deck tonnage — 844

Length - 230 feet

Breadth - 40.1 feet

Depth - 10.8 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder. 147 NHP, built by Scott of Kinghorn, Ltd.

Port of registry - Le Havre

Flag - French

Owner - Soupart and Mottar

19" October 1917 sunk by gunfire from a submarine 15nm NE Barfleur
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YARD No.133, 134 & 135

BARGES
Official No.
Built 1906

Three steel barges with a gross tonnage of 100 tons each. All three built 1906
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YARD No.136

“KEMPSEY” (Later “TATHRA”)
Official No. 121181
Launched 26™ April 1907

“Kempsey” sailing as the renamed “Tathra” thus after 1908

From the Mercantile Navy List 1908

Name of ship - Kempsey
Ship’s no. - 121181

Built - Kinghorn, 1907
Material built of - Steel
Gross tonnage - 483

Net tonnage - 193
Length - 170.3 feet
Breadth - 27.1 feet
Depth - 9.4 feet
Propulsion - Screw

HP - 90

Owner - N. Cain’s Coastal Co-op S.S Co., Sydney, Australia.

From “The Steamship” Journal, June 1907, P473, under heading “Launches”

Kempsey, steel twins crew steamer. Built to the order of the Nicholas Cain’s Coasting Co-Operative
Steamship Co., Sydney. The vessel is built to Lloyd’s highest class and has a Board of Trade 1st class
passenger certificate. She has triple expansion engines, supplied by her builders.

From 1907-1908 the “Kempsey” worked for the Nicholas Cain’s Coastal Co-operative Steamship
Company on the North and South Coast rivers of New South Wales, Australia in competition with the
North Coast Steam Navigation Company until she was sold to the lllawarra and South Coast Steam
Navigation Company who renamed her “Tathra”.
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Nicholas Cain’s Coastal Co-operative Steamship Company was inaugurated in 1904 initially for carrying
timber but later expanding into passenger services. The Kempsey joined the fleet in 1907 when the
area the company covered was expanded to include the Macleay River. She was taken on her maiden
trip under the command of Captain Greer — a trip that would have un unfortunate ending. Although she
had a good turn of speed in her favour the Kempsey proved to be very unstable when it came to
berthing and when Captain Greer attempted to just that at Jerseyville she heeled over and actually
ended up laying on the wharf. As a consequence she was required to carry a good deal of permanent
ballast on all subsequent journeys and was deemed to be unsuitable for river trading.

The following year she was sold to the lllawarra and South Coast Steam Navigation Co. Ltd who
renamed her “Tathra”. However it was not very long before she was found to be too difficult to handle
for open jetty work and in late 1911 the lllawarra company chartered her to a firm of island traders. On
the 4" January 1912 she was again in trouble, this time it was terminal. She encountered extremely
rough weather and foundered off Ambryn Island in the New Hebrides on a voyage from Sydney, N.S.W.
All 24 people on board were lost.

From Lloyd’s List and Shipping and Mercantile Gazette Index

Tathra - Owner lllawarra and South Coast Steam Navigation Company - foundered January 1912
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YARD No.137

“ORARA” (Later “PEARL RIVER”, “HONG SHAN”, “SANTOS”)
Official No. 121193
Launched 5" November 1907
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Report of the launch of the “Orara” from the “Fife Free Press” Saturday November 9™ 1907

351




Both photographs above show “Orara” at Coffs Harbour, Australia
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Above photograph shows “Orara” now part of HMAS and fitted with gun on foredeck. She also had the
aft deckhouse removed to allow for mines to be dropped

Photograph below taken 1940 shows the minesweepers “Swan”, Warrego”, Doomba” and “Orara”
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Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1907/08

Name of ship - Orara

Ship’s no. - 121193

International Signal Code HLTM

Description - Steel screw steamer with two decks and electric light
Built -1907

Built by - Scott of Kinghorn, Limited

Gross tonnage - 1297

Net tonnage - 629

Under deck tonnage - 1141

Length - 240.3 feet

Breadth - 33.9 feet

Depth - 19.9 feet

Engines - Triple expansion three cylinder. 216 NHP
Engines built by - Scott of Kinghorn, Limited

Port of registry - Sydney, New South Wales.

Flag - British

Owner - North Coast Steam Navigation Company

From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index, 14th November 1907 - Launches

“Orara”

On November 6th there was launched at Kinghorn a handsomely modelled passenger and cargo
steamer, built to the order of the North Coast Steam Navigation Co., of Sydney, NSW. Her dimensions
are:- 250ft by 33ft 9inches by 13ft 4inches to main deck and 21ft to shade deck. Handsomely fitted out
for 150 first class passengers and 50 second, she has all the latest improvements for the working of
both ship and cargo. The vessel has been fitted with a powerful set of triple-expansion engines of about
2500 indicated HP. The steamer has been built to the highest class in the British Corporation Registry,
and under their special survey and also under the superintendence of Mr. Charles McAllister, of
Sydney, the company’s consulting engineer and designer. On taking the water she was named “Orara”
by Miss Mary D. Orr.

From “The Fifeshire Advertiser”, 28th November 1907

The official trial trip of the new Australian passenger steamer “Orara” recently launched by Scott of
Kinghorn, Ltd., took place on the measured mile at Aberlady Bay, and proved most successful,
notwithstanding the very stormy weather then prevailing. The mean of three double consecutive runs on
the mile proved to be considerably over the guaranteed speed of 15 knots. On two of the runs she
attained a speed of over 16 knots, one reaching as high as 16.5 knots, which goes to prove that under
more favourable conditions as weather the vessel is capable of a speed of at least 16 knots per hour, or
one knot over the guarantee, which was considered by all those present to be highly satisfactory and
very creditable to the builders.

The “Orara” is the latest addition to the North Coast Steam Navigation Co’s (of Sydney, New South
Wales) already extensive fleet, and has been designed and built under the superintendence of Mr
Chas. McAllister, the Company’s engineer. She sails for Sydney in a few days.

This is the third steamer the builders have constructed for the Company. The“Orara” is commanded by
Captain J. Hunter.

On arrival at Sydney the Orara was employed in the express service between there and Byron Bay
working alongside the Wollongbar with the Orara sailing from Sydney on Saturdays and the Byron Bay
on Tues days. She would take this route for almost thirty years from 1911 to 1939. At some stage
during those years she also began running Sunday excursions to Cronulla and Port Hacking giving
many of the inhabitants of Sydney a taste of what sea travel was all about.

The Second World War

In 1939 she was called up for war service and became the leader of a flotilla of minesweepers policing
Sydney’s sea lanes which it was predicted that the Germans would mine as they had in WW1. When
on November the 7" the steamer “Cambridge”, en route from Melbourne to Sydney, was sunk by a
mine near Wilson’s Promontory the Orara was able to reach the stricken vessel by the following
morning and rescue the survivors. The following day the Orara, accompanied by the ex trawler
“Durraween” which had also been requisitioned for war service, destroyed two further mines found in
the area by rifle fire.
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After World War Two HMAS Orara served as part of the 20th Minesweeping Flotilla which was
reformed on the 16th October 1945 clearing mines from the waters surrounding Australia, the
Solomon Islands and New Guinea.

In 1946 she was sold to China where she served under the names of “Pearl River’, “Hong Shan” and
“Santos”

On the 16th June 1950 she was sunk by a mine 12 nm off Woosong in Yangste with a heavy loss of
life.
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YARD No.138

“PARINGA”
Official No. 122723
Launched 18™ April 1908

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1907/08 (Supplement)

Name of ship - Paringa

Description - Steel screw steamer with one deck, electric light and machinery aft
Built - 1908

Built by - Scott of Kinghorn, Limited

Gross tonnage - 1293

Net tonnage - 780

Under deck tonnage - 873

Length - 230.2 feet

Breadth - 36.1 feet

Depth - 13.9 feet

Engines - Triple expansion three cylinder. 195 NHP
Engines built by - Scott of Kinghorn, Limited

Port of registry - Port Adelaide

Flag - British

Owner - Adelaide Steamship Company Limited

Extra information from Mercantile Navy List 1919

Ship’s no. 122723

International Signal Code - HMLJ

Owner - The Adelaide Steamship Co. Ltd., Currie Street, Adelaide, S.A.
Port and year of registry - Port Adelaide 1908
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From “The Steamship” Journal May 1908

P434

Launches

Scott, Kinghorn

“Paringa”, passenger and cargo steamer, built to the order of the Adelaide Steam Shipping Co.,
Melbourne. The vessel which will accommodate a large number of First and Third Class passengers is
intended for the owner’s extensive coasting trade. She has triple expansion engines by the builders,
and water-tube boilers for a working pressure of 255 Ibs.

( Launched 8th April.)

From “A Dictionary of Disasters at Sea During the Age of Steam 1824 - 1962” by Charles Hocking
F.L.A.

Name of ship - Paringa

Owner - Fan Kon Sang

Built 1908

Built by - Scott of Kinghorn

Gross tonnage - 1359

Length - 230.2 feet

Breadth - 36.1 feet

Depth - 13.9 feet

Engine - 195 NHP triple expansion

The Chinese ship Paringa, under Captain A. Macinnes, got into difficulties during a storm off Lakes
Entrance, Gippsland on December 24th 1935 whilst towing the Vincas from Melbourne to Hong Kong
for breaking up. She cast of the tow and disappeared. Two days later, on the 26th December she was
in communication with the motorship Hauraki after which nothing more was heard from her. The Vincas,
however, with four men on board, drifted inshore and was able to anchor safely off the coast of Victoria.

(The Paringa had been sold to Chinese interests in October 1935)

Extra information from the National Shipwreck Database (Heritage Victoria)

Type of ship - Steamer screw

Port of Registry - Adelaide

Date of Registration - May 1908

Official number - 122723

The steamer Paringa left Westerport towing the tanker Vincas. Both vessels were heading for Japan to
be overhauled. After passing Wilsons Promontory in a heavy gale, the tow line was cast off and the
Paringa was never seen again. Wreckage was recovered over a wide area of Bass Strait, but all 31 on
board perished.
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YARD No.139

“EUMERALLA”
Official No. 120754
Launched 10™ October 1908

ilﬂ F‘“.'":u

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1909/10

Name of ship - Eumeralla

Ship’s no. - 120754

International Signal Code - TVPQ

Description - Steel screw steamer with one deck, a well deck and electric light
Built - 1908 and completed in October of that year

Built by - Scott of Kinghorn, Limited

Gross tonnage - 916

Net tonnage - 489

Length - 190 feet

Breadth - 30.1 feet

Depth - 12.5 feet

Engines - Triple expansion three cylinder. 97 RHP

Port of registry - Melbourne

Flag - British

Owner - Western District Steamship Company Proprietary Limited

Previous owner - Howard Smith and Company Limited (also Melbourne)
Master - F. J. B. Crowder - Engaged by the company and joined the ship in 1908
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From Lloyd’s Weekly Shipping Index, Thursday 15th October 1908.

“Eumeralla”

On Saturday last Messrs. Scott (Ltd), of Kinghorn, launched from their Abden Shipyard a finely
modelled steel screw passenger steamer, built to the order of Messrs. Howard Smith and Co.,
Melbourne. The vessel is 200ft long, 30ft beam and 15ft 8inch depth to maindeck, and has been built
under Lloyd’s special survey for their highest classification. She has accommodation for 30 first-class
passengers in 2 or 3 berths. State-rooms have been provided amidships on the main deck , and fitted
up in a most sumptuous manner. The dining saloon, which is situated at the fore end of the poop,
extends the full width of the ship, and provides sitting accommodation for 34 persons. A smoke-room is
also provided on the poop deck. The second-class passengers accommodation is fitted in a similar
manner to the first-class rooms. The vessel is fitted throughout with electric light. She has two boilers
and a set of triple-expansion engines capable of driving her a high rate of speed. On leaving the ways
the vessel was named “Eumerella” by Miss Devlin, of Leith.

Later career

WW1 — spent much time laid up

1920 — Owned by Australian Steam Ship Pty. Ltd. (Howard Smith)

Laid up at Melbourne from 1928

1934 — Sold to Young and Co. (Isaac W Young) , Sydney

1935 — RE-sold to Ching Lee Chong, Shanghai who re-named her “MOW LI No2” - sometimes spelt
“MEI LI No.2”.Home port Shanghai. Flag Chinese.

12 July1935 — Capsized off Tinghai and sunk.
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YARD No.140

“ALMIRANTE LOBO”
Official No.
Launched 6™ April 1909

“Almirante Lobo” at Kinghorn Shipyard 1909

Information from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1909/10

Name of ship - Almirante Lobo

Description - Steel screw steamer with one deck, an awning deck and electric light.
Built 1909 and completed in April of that year
Built by - Scott of Kinghorn, Limited

Gross tonnage - 1707

Net tonnage - 999

Under deck tonnage - 1475

Length - 245.5 feet

Breadth - 38.1 feet

Depth - 12.6 feet

Engine - Triple expansion 3 cylinder. 177 NHP
Engine built by - Scott of Kinghorn, Limited
Port of Survey - Leith

Owner - Spanish Government

Master - J. West - Joined the ship in 1909
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From “The Steamship” Journal, May 1909, P433
Launches - Scott of Kinghorn — 6" April

Almirante Lobo —Steel Screw transport steamer 255 x 38 x 22.5 ft. Built to the order of the Royal
Spanish Navy, and to the highest classification of Lloyds. The vessel is fitted with two steel masts and
rigged as a fore-and-aft schooner, and carries two quick-firing guns. A large hatchway has been
provided, to enable the largest pieces of artillery or boilers to be shipped; while the afterhold has been
subdivided into compartments for the carriage of ammunition, shells etc.; an electrically driven series of
fans keeping these compartments well ventilated and preventing the spaces from becoming heated.
The vessel will carry a crew of about 100. The ‘tween decks have been arranged for carrying 400 troops
in hammocks. Triple expansion engines of the builders own make and 2 boilers capable of driving the
vessel at a speed of 12 knots have been fitted.

(Launched with steam up)

From PRO Ref. BT165/55 Vessels reported in 1908 and 1909 as having been wrecked, sold
foreign or broken up.

Name of ship - Almirante Lobo
Ship’s no. - 123101

Propulsion - Steam

Net tonnage - 999

Sold Foreign

On April 4™ 1909 she was acquired by the Spanish Navy
She was Stricken February 1942
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SHIPS BUILT AT KINGHORN BY
THE KINGHORN SHIPBUILDING COMPANY
1920
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YARD No.1A

“KINGHORN?” (Later “INCHDAIRNIE”, “ELSIE MENZELL”, “NORDLAND”
Official No. 147880
Launched 27" November 1920

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1921/22

Name of ship - Kinghorn

Ship’s no. - 20939

Built - 1921

Built by - Kinghorn Shipbuilding Company
Description - Steel screw steamer

Gross tonnage - 6500

Length - 425 feet

Breadth - 55.4 feet

Depth - 38.1 feet

Engines - Two steam turbines

Engines built by - Howdens and Company, Glasgow
Owner - Britannia Steamship Company, Bergen
Port of Registry - Bergen

Flag - Norwegian

From a list of ships built at Kinghorn compiled by the Yard List Team and World Ship Society.

The Kinghorn was built on spec by Mr. J. Fletcher, the owner of the shipyard at Kinghorn. She may
have been completed for D/S A/S Britannia, Bergen but would appear to have been repossessed,
maybe for non-payment of some kind, as by 1922/23 she is again shown as being owned by Mr.
Fletcher.

From Glasgow Herald, Monday 29th November 1920, page 8 col. D

The New Kinghorn Shipyard

The Kinghorn shipbuilding Co., which was formed about two years ago by Mr. John Fletcher, previously
of the Montrose Shipbuilding Company, had their first launch on Saturday. The vessel was the steamer
Kinghorn, which has been built for Norwegian owners. She is 425 feet in length, of 5000 tons gross and
10.000 tons carrying capacity. When the launch took place there was a strong westerly wind, and for a
time the vessel was in danger of being driven on to a low ridge of rocks to the east of the yard. She
was, however, quickly taken under the control of tugs and towed to Leith, where her machinery will be
put on board. The new vessel, which is the largest yet constructed in the Forth, is the first to be built at
Kinghorn since 1909, when the transport Almirante Lobo of 1707 tons gross, was launched for the
Spanish Government by the then firm of Scott of Kinghorn, Ltd.. After the completion of that vessel the
site lay unused until the Kinghorn Shipbuilding Company was formed for the purpose of reviving the
shipbuilding industry at the burgh. At present the firm have two additional vessels on the stocks, similar
in size to that launched on Saturday.

From Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1936/37

Name of ship - Nordland
Ex — Elsa Menzell
Ex - Inchdairnie
Ex - Kinghorn

International Signal Code - DHGE

Built - 1921. Completed in May of that year.

Built by - Kinghorn Shipbuilding Company

Description - Steel screw steamer with one steel deck, a steel shelter deck.
Gross tonnage - 6559

Net tonnage - 3996

Length - 412.4 feet

Breadth - 55.5 feet

Depth - 34.3 feet
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Engines - 2 steam turbines

Engines built by - J Howden and Company Limited., Glasgow
Owner - (1936/37) Reederei Nordmark A.G.

Managers - Menzell and Company Schiffsmakler. G mb H.
Port of Registry - Hamburg

Various reports from “The Times” during May 1924 re the Kinghorn running ashore.

Friday 9th May 1924, page 25, col.G

Casualty Reports (from Lloyds)

Puerto Luz (Grand Canary), May 8th - British S Kinghorn. Port Natal for Clyde, ashore south part of this
island. Assistance has been sent.

Saturday 10th May 1924 page 20, col. B

Casualty Reports (from Lloyds)

Las Palmas, May 8th - tugs failed to tow off the British s Kinghorn, before reported ashore south part of
this island. Vessel sheltered from all winds except from south. Makes no water. Commencing
discharge part of cargo.

Monday 12th May 1924 page 23, col. E

Casualty Reports (from Lloyds)

Las Palmas May 10th - Estimated after discharging 800 tons cargo British s. Kinghorn (before reported)
will probably float high water to-morrow, Weather fine

Tuesday 13th May 1924 page 24, col. E

Marine Insurance

It is announced that the British steamer Kinghorn, which stranded at Gandho Bay, Grand Canary, on
Thursday, has been refloated. Eight per cent. had been quoted for reinsurance.

MARINE INSURANCE

—

FIRE IN A GERMAN STEAMER

Advices received yesterday showed that a fire
had broken out on board the German steamer
NoxpeLanp, lying in Mogadiscio Roads, and
indicated that the vessel and cargo would
probably be a total loss. The vessel arrived at
Mogadiscio from Hamburg on March 3 with a
cargo of benzine. It was understood that at
the time of the outbreak she had only 1,000 tons
of benzine on board. The Nowrprasp, of
6,559 tons, owned by Rcederei Nordmark A
was built at Kinghorn in 1921 by the Kinghorn
Shipbuilding Company, and is ex Elsa Menzell,
ex Inchdairnic. The hull was stated to be
msured on a dwal valuation of 700,000Rm. to
pay 600,000Rm. in event of totai loss.

From “The Times” 1 May 1936 page 24 column C

Various reports from “The Times” during May 1924 re the Kinghorn running ashore.

Friday 9th May 1924, page 25, col.G

Casualty Reports (from Lloyds)

Puerto Luz (Grand Canary), May 8th - British S Kinghorn. Port Natal for Clyde, ashore south part of this
island. Assistance has been sent.

Saturday 10th May 1924 page 20, col. B
Casualty Reports (from Lloyds)
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Las Palmas, May 8th - tugs failed to tow off the British s Kinghorn, before reported ashore south part of
this island. Vessel sheltered from all winds except from south. Makes no water. Commencing
discharge part of cargo.

Monday 12th May 1924 page 23, col. E

Casualty Reports (from Lloyds)

Las Palmas May 10th - Estimated after discharging 800 tons cargo British s. Kinghorn (before reported)
will probably float high water to-morrow, Weather fine

Tuesday 13th May 1924 page 24, col. E

Marine Insurance

It is announced that the British steamer Kinghorn, which stranded at Gandho Bay, Grand Canary, on
Thursday, has been refloated. Eight per cent. had been quoted for reinsurance.

Information from “Kinghorn Industries since 1790” compiled by the Kinghorn Historical Society
and published by Wemyss Environmental Education Centre.

In September 1919 John Fletcher had negotiated with the Director of Materials of the Board of Trade for
the purchase of three complete ships. This included the whole of the hull, materials, machinery and
practically the entire equipment for the three vessels at a cost of £300,000. In order that the ships could
be fabricated quickly and efficiently the contract vouchsafed that the materials, etc, would be delivered
in order and on time. This promise, however, failed to materialise and deliveries were frequently out of
sequence or late and it was only by utilising deliveries received for vessels no.1 and no.2 that it was
possible to complete one ship - the Kinghorn.

The launch of the Kinghorn was marred by a slight mishap, most probably due to the ship’s size, when
her keel touched ground and several of her bottom plates were damaged and rivets sprung. Repairs to
her hull were subsequently carried out at Leith.

For some time during her career the Kinghorn was owned by Menzell and Company of Hamburg who,
in 1977, furnished Mr. Edward Wilson of Burntisland with the following information about the ship’s
history.

The Kinghorn had sailed from 1921 -1924 under the British flag and then from 1924 - 1926 under the
Norwegian flag. As the Inchdairnie she once again sailed under the British flag between 1926 and 1929
when she was acquired by the Menzell Company who took delivery of her at Savannah and renamed
her the Elsa Menzell. They had never ending trouble with her beginning on her very first voyage to
Europe when the rotor of the main turbine was damaged by sea water and did not work any more on
that trip.

In 1934 she was transferred to the Nordmark Company, a company associated with the Menzell
Company, and renamed yet again - Nordland.

Two years later, with a cargo of 31,000 drums of benzene for the Italian troops at Mogadishu (then
Italian Somaliland) , the vessel made her last voyage. Due to a shortage of lighters after her arrival on
the 8th March of that year, she was only able to unload 23,965 of the drums by the 27th of April. It was
on that day, 27th April at 9am, that a fire was discovered in no. 11 hatch. By 10am the crew had
already left the ship and at 11am there was an explosion in the hatch. It was not until the 29th April that
it was possible to cut the anchor chain and tow the ship, which was still on fire, out to a spot about 5
miles to the north of the port. She was a total loss.

365



Index to Ships
(P=Image of vessel)

A

Abbotshall 1889
Abden 1869
African 1872
Agathe 1890
Aiden 1888
Albatross 1869
Albert 1890

Albin 1891
Alemtejo 1899
Algol 1896
Alkmaar 1890
Almiranti Lobo 1909
Alps 1871

Amand Dumon 1890
Amelia 1898
Andes 1870
Angleterre 1905
Annie Arbib 187
Annie Hough 1900
Annoula 1906
Aotea 1902

Argos 1903
Atlantico 1866
Artemis 1876
Arwyco 1900
Assiduita 1882
Audaz 1904

Badger 1903
Balmoral Castle 1890
Barges x2 1905
Barges x2 1906
Barges x3 1906
Bedouin 1902
Benhead 1895
Benshaw 1895
Billy 1904
Birkenhead 189
Brighton Belle 1900
Buccaneer 189
Burwah 1883

Cabo 1894

Cabo Espartel 1894
Cahors 1883

Camargo 1895

Canada 1893

Carlo 1892

Castillo Santacara 1883
Cathair Na Gaillimhe 1899
Chieng Mai 1895

Chile 1877

Page 237
Page 50
Page 73 (P)
Page 235
Page 223 (P)
Page 61
Page 235
Page 247
Page 297 (P)
Page 283
Page 245
Page 360 (P)
Page 68
Page 245
Page 289 (P)
Page 65
Page 333
Page 90
Page 306
Page 340 (P)
Page 313
Page 324
Page 35 (P)
Page 97
Page 306
Page 148 (P)
Page 325

Page 318
Page 244
Page 337
Page 345
Page 348
Page 314 (P)
Page 269
Page 267
Page 325
Page 263 (P)
Page 308 (P)
Page 125
Page 172 (P)

Page 261
Page 261
Page 188 (P)
Page 269
Page 260
Page 256
Page 195
Page 293 (P)
Page 275
Page 112
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City of Belfast 1876
City of Rochester 1904
Clacton 1888
Claughton 1899
Clio 1873

Clio 1895

Columbo 1889
Corinto 1900
Corisco 1900
Crathie 1883
Cuxhaven 1887
Cuxhaven 1895

D

Dane 1866

Dania 1896

Delta 1900

Demetrius Inglessis 1882
Devaney (HMS) 1906
Devonia 1906

Dundee 1890

Dunnikier 1904
Duranbah 1905

Ebenezer 1903
Edinburgh Castle 1886
Elli 1888

Elsa Menzell 1920
Emily 1895

Epidauro 1888

Erika 1891

Eumeralla 1908
Eurimbla 1884
Express 1892

Fair Maid 1903
Faith 1891

Fedra 1877
Fifeshire 1873
Fitzroy 1883
Fohning 1883
Francesca V 1877
Francia 1905
Fronsac 1906
Funch (C.F.) 1871

G
Gabo 1883

Gallic 1894
Giang Seng 1896

Page 97
Page 327 (P)
Page 223 (P)
Page 295 (P)
Page 70
Page 275
Page 226
Page 306
Page 306
Page 195
Page 214 (P)
Page 271 (P)

Page 35 (P)
Page 283
Page 306
Page 162
Page 340 (P)
Page 340 (P)
Page 240
Page 325
Page 335 (P)

Page 321
Page 211 (P)
Page 225
Page 363
Page 277
Page 225
Page 247
Page 358 (P)
Page 201 (P)
Page 255

Page 319
Page 251
Page 120
Page 76
Page 192 (P)
Page 172 (P)
Page 120
Page 334
Page 343
Page 68

Page 168 (P)
Page 263 (P)
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Index to Ships
(P=Image of vessel)

G

Glanworth 1882
Glenmore 1882
Great Northern 1865
Griffen 1877
Gulbahche 1876
Gutenberg 1891

H

Halcyon 1887
Heathmore 1883
Helgoland 1889
Herman 1890
Hide Maru 1884
Hong Shan 1907
Hsing Shih 1898

Inchdairnie 1920
Inglaterre 1905

Isle of Alderney 1906
Ithurial 1874

Ituna 1877

Jaffa 1897

Jaques Ramet 1890
Jean Guiton 1894
John Beaumont 1877
John Herron 1896
John Stirling 1876
Joseph Rickett 1879
Juan lllueca 1899
Judge King 1865

K

Kaffir 1873
Karrakutta 1897
Keilwarra 1878
Kempsey 1907
Kinghorn 1865
Kinghorn 1865
Kinghorn 1920
Kwang Ping 1898

L

Lady Evelyn 1900
Lamone 1879
Lancashire 1899
Lancashire Coast 1900
Largo Bay 1878

Page 156 (P)
Page 162
Page 28
Page 122
Page 107
Page 247

Page 214 (P)
Page 165
Page 237
Page 235
Page 201 (P)
Page 351 (P)
Page 288

Page 363
Page 333
Page 340 (P)
Page 90
Page 120

Page 284
Page 245
Page 258
Page 107
Page 279 (P)
Page 101
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Lass O’'Gowrie 1877
Laverock 1889
Leonardo 1865
Leven 1892

Liepaja 1891
Lochiel 1906

Louisa Craig 1876

M

MacGregor 1872
Mactan 1874
Malta 1890
Manual 1907
Mari Elvira 1883
Marne 1907
Mauritius 1864
Mavis 1888

May 1898

May Queen 1903
Mentmore 1882
Monte Lirio 1906

N

Namoi 1883
Newcastle 1884
Niphon 1865

No. 2 1903
Noorebar 1904
Nordland 1920
Norman Queen 1889

(o)

Ohio No. 3 1883
Old Claughton 1899

Orara 1907
Orara (HMAS) 1907
Oriole 1888

P
Pansy 1896

Paringa 1908
Patrick Stewart 1879
Pearl River 1907
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Pro Patria 1893
Punta Lucero 1883

Q
Queensland 1894
R

Raith 1895
Ranelagh 1881
Rathmore 1878
Raupo 1876

Rhos Colwyn 1899
River Tay (The)1868
Robina 1903

Rose 1906

S

San Ireneo 1883

San Miguel 1891
Santiago de Cuba 1906
Santos 1907

Sarie Bandjer 1895
Satellite 1896
Saturnus 1893
Scotland 1869
Scottish Belle 1890
Scottish Maid 1889
Scottish Queen 1889
Sea Belle 1891
Sevillano 1894
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Tayson 1904

Tetuan 1896

Thistle 1891

Tintern 1899
Travencore 1867

Triton 1892
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Una 1899

\"

Ville de Royan 1889
Vincente La Roda

w

Wad Lukkus 1904
Warlingham 1891
Welholme 1903
Welsh Trader 1891
Westonia 1899
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Wilkommen 1895
William Muir 1879
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